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DELAY IN ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW PAY SCALE
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SHIP-BREAKING YARDS

Govt employees unhappy

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

Delay in the announcement
of new proposed pay scale
has led to widespread dissat
isfaction among the govern
ment employees in the secre-
tariat as well as other govern-
ment offices across the coun

recently.

The report has put for
ward two-point recommen
dation, saying that the only
way to remove the negative
attitude of the employees
towards the government is to
announce the pay scale
without furtherdelay.

scale would be announced in
November. Earlier, he told
the media that the pay scale
would be announced after
Eid-ul-Fitr. He, however, said
it would be effective from July
1, 2009 whenever the pay
scale is announced, _
The police report said

various levels in the salary
structure.

A group of employees has
also met the prime minister
and urged her to reduce the
gap in the salary structure.

Recently, a section of
employees even tried to lay a
siege to the finance ministry

HC rule on
govt to
monitor
activities
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The High Court (HC) yester-
day issued a rule upon the
authorities concerned to
explain why they should not

il

try, according to a confiden: Italsosuggested introduc-  some employees’ unions in to press home thelir E::“nnl‘il:(r:::iLldeLtt?vit[iegl*lIﬂtﬁy
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tial report of Special Branch  ing a single pay scale for all the secretariat have been demands. After their €5 1n e

of Police.

Also, the huge gap
between different tiers in the
proposed salary structure is
fuelling resentment among
the employees, the report
said and called for the gov-
ernment's intervention in
addressing the issue.

'he report was submitted

to the home ministry

MEETING OF JOINT COMMITTEE ON MANPOWER

employees of the republic,
Special allowance might be
introduced for the special
category of employees, said
the report, adding that other-
wise discrimination in pen-
sion and gratuity would be
increased lor diflerent pay
scales.

Finance Minister AMA
Muhith has said the new pay

taking preparation to stage
demonstrations to press
home their demand for quick
implementation of the new
pay scale,

The unions have already
submitted memorandum to
the finance minister with a
call for immediate imple-
mentation ol the pay scale
with narrow gaps between

attempt, security measurers
have been beefed up at the
secretariat,

The finance ministry,
however, has now been
reviewing the proposed pay
scale and would finalise it
soon at the cabinet meeting
after Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina returns home from
abroad, sources said.
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Oman to check irregularities
in labour recruitment

Omani team urged to ensure that employers
pay salary to workers thru' banks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh yesterday asked an
Oman delegation to take
action against manpower
brokers engaged in visa trad-
ing, which increases the
migration cost of Bangladeshi

Secretary of Overseas
Employment Ministry Mansur
Raja Chowdhury led the
Bangladesh team while
Oman's Adviser for Labour
Care Saleh Bin Ayel Al Amiri led
the Oman delegation.

They elaborately discussed

say.

At the meeting, both
sides discussed the issue
and agreed that they would
work together to prevent
such malpractice.

Expatriates’ Welfare and
Overseas Employment

employers pay the salary to
the workers through banks.

'he Oman delegation, on
the other hand, said
Bangladesh should make sure
that the workers going to Oman
have skills appropriate for the
job.

ship breaking yards as per
relevant laws and its (HC)
earlier directives,

The HC in March this year
directed the government to
ensure that ships are broken
alter ensuring safe working
condition for the workers
and making arrangements
for disposal for hazardous
waste and protection of
environment.

The ship-breaking yards
have to take or apply for envi-
ronmental clearance from the
government, it directed.

Government officials con-
cerned and the authorities of
PH:Z]JE Shipyard, Kabir Steel
Ya

and Crystal Shi have
been asked to apply the rule
within two weeks.

The HC bench compris-
ing of Justice Syed Mahmud
Hossain and Justice
Quamrul Islam Siddiqui
came up with the rule upon a
writ petition filed by
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (Bela).

The petition sought
directions from the HC upon
the respondents to ensure
implementation of labour
and environment-related
laws in the operation of the
ship breaking yards and to
take appropriate actions
against the non-compliant

PHOTO STAR
Bangladesh Civil Students Rights Movement forms 2 human chain in front of the National Press Club
in the city yesterday demanding removal of discrepancy between division and grade point system in
examinations and protesting police attack on students.

Khaleda's remark on govt

tenure anti-constitutional
Says AL general secretary
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Awami League (AL) General
Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam
yesterday termed BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's
remarE on the government
tenure “anti-constitutional
and anti-state” since only a no-
confidence motion by majority
in the parliament can oust the
government.

“There is no scope to drive
out an elected government
without a no-confidence
motion by majority in the
parliament before its tenure

the AL president's political
office at Dhanmondi.

Ashraf, also LGRD and
cooperatives minister, criti-
cised Khaleda's comment that
the government wants to
change the country’s map.

“We established the coun-
try’'s map at the cost of 30 lakh
freedom fighters. So, we know
its dignity and how to protect
the map,” he added saying AL
changed the map of "her
beloved Pakistan’',

Ashraf said anti-liberation
war forces along with those
who do not believe in the inde-

on democracy and constitu-
tion.

Khaleda Zia, who is also the
opposition leader, said on
Saturday the present govem-
ment has to quit power before
completion of its tenure. “They
want to change the country's
map instead of changing the
fate of the people,” she said.

On stopping tender manipu-
lations and extortion by the
party men across the country,
he said these malpractices
would be tackled strictly with-
out considering the offenders’

workers. the Issue of wvl_fure of Ministry Deputy Secretary ~ 'Despite economic reces- ship breakers/ yard-owners. | ends,” he said after attendinga  pendence of Bangladesh could involvement with AL |
In response, the delega- Bangladeshi wurkF.n. 1!1(}ma1n. Kazi z\bul Kalam told The sion, Oman Int:tfds more | 1+ was stated in the petition | bilateral meeting with lfw change the country’s map, not The AL leader also said they
tion has agreed to take steps At present, 2.12 la kh Daily Star that Bangladesh skilled and semi-skilled work- | 4 2¢ i view of the repeated | representatives of United the AL Those who believe in collected names of those lead-

to check irregularities in the
labour recruitment process
and bring down the migration
cost, but asked Bangladesh to
curb anomalies in the labour
migration process in the
country.

Both the sides exchanged
their views at a meeting of the
joint commitiee on mans-
power at the state guesthouse
Padma in the capital. Joint

HC declares’
termination of
Prof Tahir illegal
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[he High Court (HC) yester-
dayinaverdictdeclared illegal

of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib

Bangladeshis are working there

High migration cost has
been one of the major prob
lems in the overseas employ-
ment sector. For Bangladeshi
workers going to Oman, the
cost ranges from Tk 2 lakh to
Tk 3 lakh mainly due to exis-
tence of manpower brokers at
several levels at both the
ends. But the figure should
not cross Tk 50,000, officials

requested the Oman delega-
tion to develop a mechanism
so that visas issued by the
authorities in Oman could be
verified online to check visa
fraudulence,

['he delegation members
said they would discuss the
issue with the authorities
concerned.

Bangladesh also requested
them to ensure that the

ers in construction and agri-
culture sectors. In 2008-09,
recruitment of foreign work-
ers' increased by 18 percent,”
a member of the Oman dele-
gation told The Daily Star after
the meeting.

But, he said, Oman wants
to check any forms of human
trafficking and fraudulent
practices and improve the
recruitment process.
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forimmediate release of all the

Withdraw cases against
BNP leaders: Delwar

Roy, Zainal Abdin Farroque,

failure by the respondents to
enforce legal sanctions, the
non-compliant and defiant
activities of the ship break-
ing yards in the name of ship
breaking continued result-
ing to the deaths and injuries
of 16 labourers within a span
of just seven months (from
last March to October 2009).
Advocate A] Mohammad Ali
moved the petition.
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Ban activities:
of Shibir

Demands BCL

DU CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka University unit of

Kingdom's Labour Party,
Conservative Party, Liberal
Democratic Party, Westminster
Foundation, among others, at

democracy and constitutional
rule cannot make such state-
ments, he added termin
Khaleda's statements an attac

ers and workers involved in
extortion, tender manipula-
tions and cniminal activities
andwould take actions soon.

Dhaka pushes for Food Bank

FROM PAGE 16

finalise the constitution of the
Saarc Food Bank to ensure
food security of more than 1.5

| billipn, people.. However,

steps are yet to be taken to
make it functuional.

The finance minister said
the major nations of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc)
should concentrate more on
the issue of cooperation to
which Bangladesh was fully
committed.

of the Saarc Food Bank, Food
and Disaster Management
Minister Abdur Razzaque
said relaxing tariff and non-
tariff ‘barriers and-1acréading
trade facilities in the region
mightensure food security. -
'l hope political leaders of
the region will come together
to help this out,” he said,
adding that if global economic
meltdown continues, the
pressure on food, remittance
and resources would go high.
Bangladesh Bank (BB)

. and Bangladesh."

hunger levels in south Asia
with "alarming wvulnerabili-
ties for the three populous
countries like India, Pakistan
11 DG

To boast the credibility, of
the sharecroppers, marginal
and landless farmers and the
small and medium enter-
prises (SME) the central bank
should provide loans, said the
BB governor, citing examples
that in many countries there
are crop insurance for the
farmers and repayment

, : | party leaders who are still in  Barkat Ullah Bulu, Moazzem | Bangladesh Chhatra League Speaking as the chief GovernorAtiurRahmansaidby guarantees for the SMEs in
the termination of Prof Dr l BNP Secretary General jail Hossain Alal, Aman Ullah | (BCL) yesterday demanded | guest, Muhith said it is not  framing monetary ]i:;olicies the mitigating loan default risks
Mohammad Tahir from the Khandaker Delwar Hossain "You are withdrawing all Aman, and Ruhul Kabir Rizvi | ban on the activities of Islami enough to have food if people cenual%aank_smuld elpoverall to help the agricultural and
Gitice af Wige cuhesor A | vesterday asked the govern- the cases filed against your alsoaddressed therally. Chhatra Shibir at all educa- | do not have access to it. This  growthgivingimportancetothe  SME sectors.
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Medical University (BSMMU).

ment to withdraw all cases

leaders and continuing those

Habib-un-Nabi Sohel,

tional institutions across the

is where the central banks can
play a key role by forming

marginal farmers and ensuring

BRAC Executive Director

: ' ¢ : . N In an B

he HC bench of Justice | filed against party leaders filed against our leaders. Bul newly nominated president of | country. | monetary policies to help ddﬁgﬂ:giﬂlp E‘gg?ggﬂ Sl 1:-1:33?"%};3:??:3; Nngul

Syed Mahmud Hossain and | including Chairperson there cannot be dual applica- Swechchhasebok Dal, pre- bﬂait‘raﬂftllefﬁLDalfll}ml accelerate growth. Elabal Hunger Fner Hrdis et fbtwmit
Justice Quamrul Islam ' Khaleda Zia and her son ton ofthe same law,” he said, sided over the rally which was I[])]liiafa l*jmfrg:?::} ?D;U] c‘;;l:l Stressing implementation reported "distressingly high®  sium.

Siddiqui delivered the verdict
upon a writ petition filed by
Prof Tahir

[he court, however, ruled
that there is no scope 1o rein-
state Prof Tahir in the post ol
VC of BSMMU, since two VCs
were already appointed in that
post after his dismissal, the
lawyers said

hey said the caretaker
government terminated Prof
lahir on November 4, 2008

[arique Rahman.
He said they would be

| forced to announce tougher

programmes if the cases filed
against his party leaders are
not withdrawn soon.

"We gave the government
time in last 10 months. But the

' government is still busy in

carrying out torture and
repression on opposition
leaders and activists instead of

accusing the government of
obstructing justice by inter-
veninginto the activities of the
courts.

"This government has
failed in every sector. After
making parliament dysfunc-
tional, the Awami League Is
now working to make
Bangladesh a failed state,” he
alleged.

Delwar said the BNP chair-

moderated by General
Secretary Sarafat Ali Safu.

Meanwhile, BNP leader
Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury has said the BNP
leaders who have negative
perception among the people
should quit the party.

"Good days will come if we
can learn from the past,” he
said at a meeting organised by
the National Youth Forum at

pusatnoon.

DU unit BCL President
Sohel Rana Tipu, General
Secretary Sajjad Sagib Badsha
and leaders of different halls
spokeat the rally.

BCL leaders demanded
punishment to the cadres of
Islami Chhatra Shibir, student
organisation of Jamaat-e-
[slami, involved in vandalism
on Chittagong Medical

Petrobangla questions
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The letter said GTCL's tender
documents on compressors had
mentioned that once installed,
gas inflow at the Muchai com-
pressor station would be 937
PSIG, while the output pressure
would be 1050 PSIG. It added,

GTCL's experts several times to
attend Petrobangla-Chevron
Joint Management Committee
(J]MC) meeting on setting up
the compressor station. But
these officials declined saying
that they did not want to be
partof the controversy.

on the nation’s pipeline system
is a long range plan to improve
pipeline efficiency.
Additionally, experts have
readily concluded that the
system will benefit from the
installation at Muchai while
the other two compressors

from his service on different | meeting our demands.” he person has shown enough the National Press Club in the College campus on Sunday. on Au[gulgt HZ:[.aggeg;na;nm: While talking to The Daily undergﬂhthe_irbidandapproval
allegations. o | S@id at a rally organised by tolerance and gave 10 months city. BCL also brought out a E;‘fepegfffves oF Bihiysna Star, a Chevron source says thlat_ process, s.zu_dthue5.::u.u-|::.<.--f _
”wlEluﬁ-i::.r?L;IJ‘L;:gitu::&: Jatiyatabadi Swechchhasebak as breathing space for the Chowdhury also termed | protest processionthat paraded o lalabad. and Moulvibazarhad the US company firmly Meanwhile, a team of Asian

18 the same year, challenging

the termination order.
Barrister Rafique-Ul Huq

assisted by Barrister

Dal in front of the BNP's cen-
tral office at Naya Paltan in the
city.

Demanding a halt to

government. “But they seem
to pay no heed to our gesture
and people are now eager to
take to the streets,” he added.

August 15, 1975 and October
28,2006 as turning pointin the
politics of Bangladesh and
blamed Awami League for

several streets on the campus.
The leaders said there

should not be any room in the

educational institutions for

increased, the gas flow at
Muchai point would stick to
1050 PSIG till 2023.

It further added that in

believes that the Muchai com-
pression project is a significant
step towards increasing the
supply of gas from several gas
fields in the northeast part of

Development Bank (ADB)
officials are now on a wsit to
Dhaka to discuss financing
GTCL's remaining two com-

. : - S ressor stations. Sources said
Zafarullah Chowdhury | repression on opposition BNP leaders Abdullah Al August 15 and BNP for maftlollawstudentbudles. Fe?en[uglgi,tﬂiggékgglmg Bangladesh to meet the energy fhe ADH Finh i
appeared for the petitioner | Jeaders and activists, he called Noman, Goyeshwar Chandra October28. I'hey called upon the stu- | informe r he.. kel of the conniry. The . o= sii0 mjllminllny ag]furethEde
\.\inil.:- Barrister Tanjig-ul Alam ‘ : - dent community to be united | 8as flow pressure at Muchai is )

represented BSMMU.

JU admission

Body to ensure Nagar Bhaban security

against Shibir.

Obituary

already 1050 PSIG. "In such
situation, there is no justifica-
tion in installing a compressor
station at Muchai,” the letter

subject has been extensively
discussed both from technical
and financial standpoints
before the government gave its

WO COMPIessors.

The tender to install three
compressors has been
cancelled twice. The first one

: ith : ' ' * ' ifvhis decisioninSeptember. was cancelled by the ADB in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 2007 as he misbehaved with a clalmeﬂ that Noor might have said asking the MD to clarify his ! €l : : :

test from NOV 2 deputy secretary of the CHT beenkilled. OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal puss;unn on thgdm?nlfr. R NEHIE;‘}(G:‘:;‘;;{;:"{ :d:‘s:f:& fh{}g% ??Ef:é:lafgegriﬂlﬂ Pl:z;ll;

. - NCC ini at ¢ 7 “es sal ve purces said, rolowin e A cess

A JU CORRESPONDENT I}hﬁkad('m'; (ﬂrpg e {D'E;U gzlﬂ;tgr EEL:EGEIL::EI:ESEEE of It?;*f:etbsgtil:'L'}:{:r;:dtﬁ; 1':}D*Cr(": Jalal Uddin | PM's approval of ChevEr;un's that installing compressors at  the second one was cancelled a

¢ ; SPONDEI 'S a committee : : ; X . S : : :

- ﬂ'fﬂﬁﬂfe usr;glelril;t?n [L{itgt; he said. compound created mystery Ahmed. one | Project, Petrobangla invited Muchai, Ashuganj and Elenga fewmonthsago.

The firstyear honoursadmission | Bhaban. He had also servedinjailin  as _lheru had been clashes of the lead-

test at Jahangirmagar University DCC Chief Engineer heads . this connection as the deputy 1q51de the DCC for tenders of ing activists Attorne en ets death reat

(JU) for academic year 2009-10 | {he committee. Armed Ansar secretary had filed a case different works for the past of the

will begin onNovember?2. men are deployed in the againsthim, Mujibul said. He fewmonths. Language | oom pace 1 AR S R St O s
Details about schedule and building. Officials who want Movement :

seat plan will be published in
newspapers and website of the
university (www. juuniv.edu),
says a press release.

DHAKA

seminar room. Time: 4:00pm

to work after 5:00pm are
requested to inform the chief
engineer.

On Sunday night police
recovered a body of an
employee of Chittagong Hill
Tracts Affairs Ministry from a
balcony of the sixth floor of
the DCC building. The com-
mittee was formed in this

sion from his job in March
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WEATHER

No change in temperature

e

in Pirojpur,
passed away due to old-age
complications at his residence
at Muslim Para in the town on
Sunday nightat the age of82.
He left behind his son, two
daughters and a host of rela-
tives tomourn his death.
Different organisations,

honour there.

are notreleasedin 15days".
Meanwhile, Indian High
Commissioner Pinak Ranjan
Chakravarty also received an e-
mail that issued threats on his
life and also threatened to
make bomb-attack at the
Indian High Commission in
Dhaka.
MAHBUBEYALAM
The attorney general told The

home minister and the police

*The home minister told me
not to panic and discharge my
duties properly,” he said.

Meantime, State Minister for
Home Affairs Shamsul Haque
Tuku told reporters at his office
that they had asked the law
enforcement agencies 1o investi-
gate the matter and take stern
action against the culprits.

Tuku pointed his finger at

indicates connection between

g - =

senders of the letter.
INDIAN HC
The Indian high commissioner
informed the home ministry
about the death threat men-
tioning that the threat was sent
to him using the name of al-
Qaeda.

Sources said after the ina-
dent, security measures have
been beefed up at the high com-

assured him of total security.

UNB, Dhaka ‘or political par- | Daily Star that the letter might  anti-liberation war forces and  missioners’ offices and embas-
Lecture backdrop. - lgadersduf gzj_mlpmm] 5 pnj. be sent by any lawyerwho does  associates of Bangabandhu's sies of different countries as well
Asiatic Society of Banaladesh An unnatural death (UD) Weather may remain dry with partly cloudy sky over the ties and so o ¥ E;Ck not want him to run the case killers for making the death asatthediplomaticzone.
rgar Munshi Af gb dd case was filed in this connec- country in next 12 hours as of6:00pm today. SALIODS BRSPS “pd against BNP Chairperson threat. Meanwhile, the home
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wunil éﬁ;c,iu;ﬁ sze : SSn:‘e Officer-in-Charge (OC) of the country, Met Office said. SudhixSen "I am mgjmng sat:_rme cru_cla{ war forces along méh a \'estﬁd Irrlldfia_m High Commission to
ety audilonum. Ti iVl Shahbagh Police Station The sun sets in the capital at 6:22pm today and rises at ; cases including a few against  quarter are out to destroy the shiftitsoffice. fe
Workshop Rezaul Karim told The Daily | 2.00am tomorrow UNB, Barisal BNP leaders lincludlns ﬂg‘ledﬂ sprit ﬂu‘ﬂe U‘?Efeﬂé“m War but e S8 additional Rab
o . 7 . : e s o R Zia. Several attempts have il be resisted. and police personnel have been
Promoting Governance, fjbt'drj Ih.at he m-lﬁ“ _h;]i'-'f: Country's highest temperature 33.5 tlegrgea Celsius was Sudhir Sen, a senior journalist, | already been made to stop me he Supreme Court Bar deployed in the diplomatic zone
Accountability, Transparency and slepm;,hltn.d_ himself wit hd' recorded yesterday at Sitakundu and lowest 17.3 degrees | | freedom fighter and Language | from conducting the case Association (SCBA) President (o ensure security for the high
Integrity (PROGATI) organises a b"'.de. "”.'d ]pmped from lhf Celsius at Rajshahiand Srimongal. Movement veteran, passed | againstthe BNPchief,"hesaid. ~ AFM Mesbahuddin and its commissiono
workshop on ‘The office of the h'flﬂd'"gﬂ higher floor to the Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded away due to old-age complica- The attorney general said Secretary SM Rezaul Karim According to the sources, on
Comptroller and Auditor General oaleany. , ey in some major cities and towns yesterday were: tions at his hospital road | most people did not know the  condemned and protested the request of the Indian High
and the media: Working together o Meanwhile, Dhaka Medic: City/Town Temperature in Humidity in residence in Barisal on Sunday | correctspellingofhisnamebut  death threat to the attorney Commission office, 11 check
' College Morgue sources said Colatui percentage nightatthe age of85. it was spelt correctly in the generaland hisfamily. posts have been set up in the
increase traﬁsparencr and the bones of the body have : ' Bosnii He left behind his wife, two | letter. It indicates that whoever In a statement, they commission area while public
accounlability’. Venue: Hotel| | heen broken which indicates Ma.jt Min Moming A 43 sons, one daughter and a host | had sent the letter knew him  demanded immediate arrest movement has been restricted
Sheralon. Time: 9:30am. that he could have jumped Dhaka 32.3 23.0 :g 69 of relatives tomourn hisdeath. | verywell. s d and pm}i’slhmem of the people  within 120 feet of the office
: ; 31.8 224 | _ A quarter has been spread-  responsible. erimeter.
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Children's Film Club of Bangladesh | | " .. : 2.0 67 8l ti Butlamnotafraid ofanythreat  threat to the attorney general Khatun, State Minister for
9 Noor Muhammad's uncle Khulna 32.0 22, socio-cultural organisations, : : A
will hold a meeting to condole the | | ny, iih,| Haque told The Daily Barisal 31.5 21.5 81 91 paid their last respects to him | that CQ_’E“ '.’:i the way of my after ;Ih" ntTt 1"“"‘“" on  Home Shamsul Huq Tuku and
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