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Past simple and
Past continuous

Material planned and prepared by
PROFESSOR SHAHEEN KABIR

Lesson 4 Irreregular Verbs

Reading

Review Activity : Present Tense

' Look at the two pictures below carefully. They almost look alike, but there are some
~ differences. Write a short paragraph comparing the two pictures. First you describe
- thesetting- where you think the people are and what they are doing. Then you write
about the similarities and the differences between the two pictures.

MENU e a—

hints: cafetaria / college canteen / fast food shop?... Two boys and two girls... One man 1
andawoman... Theirlooks/ hair/ dresses/expressions.... Menu/ food etc.

Thereare e:ghtdlfferences. Canyoufind them?
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B -;_-“g ) m,,f Language Focus:

All verbs have a present and past form. The letters hd
-edare added to most verbsto form their pasttense. | * Ve use the Past Simple to talk about events

But some verbs are different and they don't end in the past which we see as finished. We can
with -ed in their past forms. These are called i i useitto talk about a pointin tune or a period
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Presentation-1

The following passage is taken from the book “Totto-Chan” by Japan's popular TV personality
Tetsuko Kuroyanagi. In it she presents a series of childhood recollections about an ideal school in
Tokyoduring WorldWar II. The English translation is by Dorothy Britton.

Totto-Chan larverbs. of time.

One afternoon, near the ticket gate at Jiyugaoka Underline the irregular verbs in Presentation-1 | Forexample:

Station, two boys and one girl slightly older than and then write down the present form of the verbs :
Totto-Chan were standing together, looking as if Yoitkhonldbeablets ﬁndl:lleast Bve. ' Ihad adream lastnight.

they were playing “stone, paper, scissors.” But she
noticed they were making a lot more signs with
their fingers than usual.

What fun it looked! She went closer so she could
get a better view. They seemed to be holding a
conversation without making a sound. One would
make a lot of sounds with his hands, then another
who was watching, would immediately make a lot

When she was one and a half years
old, Helen becameill.

AI:‘INHUZ. 'l‘rueorm

Read the following sentences and say if they are
true or false. If false, then say why you think so.

with her hands. “Some day I'm going to learn how i
to talk to people with my hands,” she thought.

We often use the past simple with expressions
such as yesterday, last week, in 1952, when I was
in school, threedays ago, etc.

e We use the Past Continuous to talk about
things which were in progress at, or during, a

The boys and the girl were Totto-Chan's friends
i) Theyallwentto the same school.

more different signs. Then the third made a few
more and they all burst out laughing withpout mak-
ing much sound. They seemed to be enjoying
themselves. After watching them for some time,
Totto-Chan came to the conclusion that they were
talking with their hands.

“I wish I could talk with my hands, too,” she
thought enviously. She considered going over and
joining them, but she didn't know how to ask them

But Totto-Chan didn't know yet about deaf
people, or that those children went to the munici-
pal deaf and dumb school in Oimachi, the last
stop of the train she took to school each day.

Totto-Chan just thought there was something
rather beautiful about the way those children
watched each other's fingers with shining eyes,
and she wanted to make friends with them some
day.

iii)
1v)

V)
vi)

The two boys and the girl were having a lot of |
fun.

They called out to Totto-Chan to go and join
them.

The two boys and the girl couldn't hear.
Totto-Chan was shocked to see the children

talk with their hands.

particular time in the past.

Forexample:

At this time yesterday, I was
practising football in school.

She noticed that the children were
talking with their hands.

Activity 3: Filling in the blanks Presentation-2
Use theright form of verbs given below to complete the following passage ANDRE 3 &
from the life story of a famous woman, Helen Keller. Two have been done
foryou. Ihad adreamlastnight.Idreamed
I had to picka Motherout.
Until she was seven years old, Helen Keller was blind, deaf and mute. But her I’ had to choose a Father too.
teacher, Anne Sullivan, with her determined efforts and untiring love helped Atfirst, Iwondered what to do,

Helen learn to read and write and speak. There were so many there, it seemed,

a8 Short and tall and thin and stout.
ltave know, live, discover, find, come, write
| Butjustbefore | sprang awake,
| help, need, can feel, cannot say, learn TR AT tpqrentslwouldtake. o
When she was one and a half years And this surprised and made me glad:
old, Helen became ill. This sickness They were the ones I always had.
(1) left her blind and deat. Since -Gwendolyn Brooks
she could hear no sounds, she did
not learn to talk. o ki e
Helen (2) lived in a dark and AG'HV"'"- Rlshtformofﬁ'el'h& 3 s By ?

silent world for more than five years.
In this world without sound, she
3 only what she could touch
and smell and taste. She 4
hunger and cold, but she 5
to herself, “I am hungry.” She could
notsay, “lamcold".
Helen had not discovered the
secret of language. She could not
communicate with other human

Here is an imaginary dialogue between the
child of the poem and a friend. Write down
the missing questions to completeit.

all.

beings. But, because she was
human, she 6 to communi-
cate.Helenfinally 7 _ thesecret
oflanguage. Years later,she__ 8
abookabouther life.

When Helen was seven years old,
Anne Sullivan, a teacher _ 9 __to
live in her house. By patient teach-
ing, Miss Sullivan __10 __away to

s @xiata company

lead Helen out of her sightless,
soundless world. This woman

: Thad astrange dream last night.
2

: 1 dreamed that I was standing in a vast

11 Helen to discover the
secretoflanguage. meadow surrounded by hundreds of
Helen mastered sign language parents.

and later 12 to speak. She
became a highly educated woman.

(From Helen Keller and Ann
Sullivan)

: 2
. Itwas strange because I had to do some-
thing very funny.

: ?Police?
RAB??

From any Ak
Please Dial”

Underline all the verbs in the above poem. Now write down the present tense form of the
verbs used in the past tense, and the past tense form of those in the present tense. Example:

B s

AGﬁVﬂY 5 Making Queuﬂnns in t‘he Pm'lmse 3’*': : "_j;":*--“ s ; : .'*_i‘ vink

- Well, 1 had to choose a father and a

mother for myself from amongst them

?

No, I didn't know who to choose. All the

pairs seemed strangers to me. I didn't

think I knew any of them!
?

. Ilooked at all the pairs, They were smil-

ing at me and were waiting. And sud-
denly I saw myself walk down to a beau-
tiful pair of parents. I held my hands out

Present tense

Past tense
have had
pick

picked

e

to them and made my pick.

¢

: Oh, yes. I was very, very happy, and sur-

prised, too.
?

: I'was surprised because I suddenly real-

ised I had chosen my own parents that |
always had.

?

: Nothing else happened. I woke up and

ran to my parents and hugged them

tight.
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