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WEP wants to expand school

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rogra

Visiting Deputy Executive
Director of World Food
Programme (WFP) Staffan de
Mistura yesterday said they
would like to expand their
programme including school
feeding in backward areas
and scheme for providing
food security for the ultra
poor in Bangladesh.

During his visit to WFP
assisted programmes along
the Jamuna River on the
second day of his three-day
visit to Bangladesh, the WFP
official, however, told The
Daily Star that their assis-

tance depends on the govern-
ment's desire as well as
donors' response to it.

Staffan saw for himself the
school feeding programme at
Saghata Government
Primary School and in river
erosion-hit Hasilkandi area
and community nutrition
programme for pregnant
women and children in
adjoining areas during his
Saghata visit.

He expressed optimism
that the donors would come
forward to help Bangladesh,
where food assistance has
evidently contributed to
increasing primary school
enrolment and reducing

-
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dropouts, improved nutri-
tional status for malnour-
ished mother and children
and brought thousands of
river erosion victims under
food safety netin Bangladesh.

"Due to the WFP support,
the enrolment in the school
rose to 100 percent in four
years since the school feeding
programme started in 2006.
The dropout has reduced to
nearly zero from 33 percent,
while daily attendance rose to
87 percent from 62 percent
during the period,” said
Mozammel Haque, headmas-
ter of the school,

Inquiring into the WEP
assisted programmes at the

!
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Deputy executive director of World Food Programme, Staffan de Mistura visits a school in Saghata
upazila in Gaibandha district yesterday to see progress of school feeding programme conducted by

'WFP to prevent dropout.

feeding in remote areas

field directly, Staffan said he
was satisfied with the quality
of programmes in
Bangladesh, a country that
urgently needs additional
and continued supports from
donors in the fields of educa-
tion promotion, improve-
ment of nutritional status of
children and mother as well
as food security for the ultra
poor.

WFP Country Director
John Aylieff, Deputy Country
Director Michael Dunford,
Chief of the Staff of the
Executive Director Ms Lauren
Landis and Head of WFP
Rangpur office Anwarul Kabir
accompanied the delegate in
Gaibandh and Jamalpur
districts.

Asked what benefit WFP
biscuits have brought to her
family, housewife Asma
Begum, 40, said, "Now I don't
have to push my kids to go to
school. Eager to get biscuits,
theyattend school regularly.”

She urged continuation of
the programme for a few
more years.

The UN agency sources
said it has now been work-
ing hard to ensure food aid
for 10 lakh ultra poor peo-
ple in Bangladesh, most of
them in the northern
region. WFP sources said
they have been facing fund
crunches due to global
economic recession.

Millions of people have
become landless due to regu-
lar erosion along east and
west banks of the Jamuna,
Bangladesh Water
Development Board sources
said.

Local government repre-
sentatives and victims said
the frequency of erosion
incidents has risen alarm-
ingly during the last five or six
years.

Water experts link the
phenomenon to climate
change.

Govt to lose popularity
if it fails to stop the
plunderers: Menon

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Workers Party President
lawmaker Rashed Khan
Menon yesterday said the
government will be isolated
from the people if it fails to
check corruption and restore
good governance in all sec-
tors.

“Corruption breeds pov-
erty and poverty breeds
terrorism and fundamental-
ism. If the government fails
to resist corruption in all
sectors right now, poverty
will rise and the fundamen-
talist forces will employ the
poor for terrorist activities in
the name of establishing
Islamic rule in the country,”
he said.

Addressing the 8th district
unit council meeting of
Workers Party at Rangpur
town hall yesterday after-
noon, Menon said, "The

government sanctioned
money under several
programmes for alleviation
of poverty and monga but the
local Awami League leaders
misappropriated it as the
leaders of BNP and Jamaat-e-
Islami did during their ten-
T

“People voted for the
grand alliance against BNP-
led four-party alliance in the
last election to see a corrup-
tion-free country. But the
people as well as the leaders
and activists of Workers Party
are becoming frustrated as
the AL leaders and activists
are doing corruption across
the country to plunder peo-
ple'sresources.

"Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina earlier said that
Awami League will not export
gas without keeping its
reserve for fifty years for the
country but she is going to

sign an agreement with pro-
vision to export gas.

“National Committee for
Protection of Oil, Gas,
Mineral Resources and
Maritime Port as well as the
left-leaning political parties
are protesting steps to lease
gas frelds to the foreign com-
panies but the government
did not pay heed to their
words. I will place a bill about
itin parliament,” he said.

Appreciating the govern-
ment's step to sit with its
Indian counterpart to settle a
treaty about sharing water of
the Teesta River, he urged the
government to be cautious
about the interest of
Bangladesh in this regard.

Among others, Central
Committee Member Nazrul
Islam Hokkani and Abdur
Razzak spoke in the meeting
presided over by Mazerul
Islam.
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Jute is being loaded onto a truck for transporting to a mill as Dhunat upazila in Bogra district this year
sees good yield of the once dominating cash crop.

BCL, Moitree
clash on RU
campus

A RU CORRESPONDENT

Three people were injured
yesterday as the activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) and Chhatra Moitree
clashed on the Rajshahi
University (RU) campus.

The injured are student of
finance and banking depart-
ment Touhid Al Hossain
Tuhin, Moitree convening
committee member Ashraful
Islam and activist Laltu. They
were treated at the university
medical centre.

Sources said, the clash
ensued when Moitree leader
Ashraful asked BCL activist
Tuhin to leave the place as he
was talking to his friends near
Moitree tent at the Tukitaki
premises ataround 1:00 pm.

As Tuhin refused to do so,
the Moitree leader severally
stabbed him with knife on his
hand and chest.

Hearing the news, BCL
leaders and activists rushed to
the spot and attacked Moitree
leaders and activists leaving
Moitree leader Ashraful and
activist Laltu injured.

6 hurt as border
people clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Iwo groups of farmers of
Bangladesh and India clashed
on Bothgaon border under
Atwary upazila in Panchagarh
Saturday afternoon, leaving
six people from both sides
injured, BDR and locals said.

Of the injured, Arifin of
Bothgaon village was admit-
ted to Atwary Upazila Health
Complex.

Operation Officer of 20
Rifles Battalion Major
Mokhlesur Rahaman quoting
locals said the clash ensued as
the Indian farmers blamed
that Bangladeshi farmers
damaged their crops on a
field. Soon two groups of
farmers locked in a clash over
the issue, injuring six.

Bangladeshi people caught
Saddam Hossain, son of
Abtabuddin of Undigonj in
Uttar Dinajpur district in India
and brought him to their vil-
lage.

After a company com-
mander-level flag meeting of
BDR and BSE the Indian citi-
zen was later handed over to
Indian border guards.

NATIONAL

10 hurt as AL
cadres attack
villagers

A CORRESPONDENT,
Madaripur

At least 10 people were injured
as ruling party cadres attacked
villagers at Mridhakandi
under Pachchar union of
Shibchar upazila yesterday
evening. |

Four critically injured were
rushed to hospitals in
Faridpur and later shifted to
Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH).

Sources said, musclemen
led by Awami League (AL)
cadres Enayet Hawlader,
Suman Miah, Shahjahan Miah
and Bhasani attacked Abul
Hossain Mridha, 50. They
stabbed him inflicting serious
injury on his person.

Hearing his scream, locals
came to his rescue. At this, the
attackers got infuriated and
injured Mizan Mridha, 65,
Kohinoor Mridha, 22, Zafar
Mridha, 32, Shahin Khan, 25,
Masud Sarder, 33, Zobaer, 14,
Dipu, 11, Aziz Mridha, 65, and
Tara Mridha, 35, with knives.

The injured were first
admitted to Shibchar hospital.
The attackers went to the
hospital and beat them up for
thesecond time there.

Later, officer in-charge (OC)
of Shibchar police station Abdul
Jalil intervened and rescued the
injured from the musclemen
and sent them to hospitals in
Faridpur and Dhaka.

The attack was a sequel to
previous enmity, locals and
police said.

Six houses
gutted

UNB, Sunamganj

Fire gutted sixdwelling houses
in Tegharia Ampara area of the
district town on Saturday
morning.

Locals said, the fire origi-
nated at the house of late
Ershad Mia at about 9:00am
and soon engulfed the adjoin-
ing houses.

On information, fire fight-
ers rushed to the spot and
doused the flame after two
hours of hectic efforts with the
help oflocal people.

Victims claimed the cash
and other valuables worth
about Tk 20 lakh were gutted
in the blaze.
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PHOTO: STAR

Leaders and activists of ruling Awami League demonstrate in front of the office of Khagrachhari Hill
District Council (KHDC) yesterday to press home their six-point demand including removal of KHDC
chairman and three councillors.

Khagrachhari AL men
demand removal of hill
council chief, 3 aides

Memo to PM to meet six-point demand

Chairman Ruhity Karbary, also the vice-
chairman of BNP Mohalchhari unit, and coun-
cillor Abu Bakar Siddique, also a leader of
Jamaat Ramgarh unit, have given shelterto JMB
militants and are providing financial assistance
to them.

The two other councilors--Animesh Dewan
and Sanu Mong Marma--belong to opposition
BNP. Animesh is the vice-president of Sadar
upazila BNP while Sanu Mong is the organising
secretary of Jubo Dal Khagrachhari unit.

The AL men also sent the copies of the
memorandum to adviser to the prime minis-
ter Dr Alauddin, law minister, local govern-
ment minister, state minister for CHT affairs
and chairman of the Refugee Affairs

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Leaders and activists of Awami League upazila
units under Khagrachhari district yesterday
sent a memorandum to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina through the deputy commissioner
demanding removal of the chairman of
Khagrachhari Hill District Council (KHDC) and
its three councillors for their alleged involve-
ment in corruption and patronising the JMB
militants.

The AL men, led by Matiranga upazila unit
President Md Shamsul Haq, submitted the
memorandum containing five other demands
to DCMohammad Abdulla.

The other demands include stoppage of all
kinds of recruitment and tender process under Taskforce.

KHDC and implementation of developing Earlier, atleast 1,000 AL activists laid siege to

project, and investigation into ‘corruption’ by  the KHDC office and held a rally on its premises

KHDC chairmen and councillors. with Khagrachhari pourasava AL President
They alleged that incumbent KHDC TapanKantDeyinthe chair.
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