Sher-e-Bangla's
136th birth
anniversary
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

[oday is the 136th birth anni-
versary of renowned politician
and social worker Sher-e-
Bangla AK Fazlul Haque.

Leaders of different politi-
cal and socio-cultural organi-
sations will pay tribute by
placing wreaths at his grave.

On the occasion, special
doa and milad mahfil will held
at the residence of his grand
son AK Faiyazul Haque Razu,
assistant secretary of central
sub-committee on interna-
tional affairs of Awami League,

Relatives, friends and
admirers are requested to join
the programme.

MCCI award for
investigative
journalism on
environment

METRO DESK

Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) yesterday
announced its grant for an
annual award to recognise
investigative journalism on
environmental issues, says a
press release,

Every year, newspaper
report/television
programme/TV feature film
will be given a cash award of
Tk 1 lakh, yearly subscrip-
tions of international maga-
zines/reports/publications
up to Tk 50,000 and a cham-
ber's plaque with suitable
citation.

In addition, an entrepre-
neur or.an industry will be
given a special, award for
having taken commendable
programmes Or measures
for effluent treatment dis-
charge control thereby
reducing eliminating envi-
ronmental pollutions, the
release added.

An autonomous selection
committee headed by Dr
Akbar Ali Khan, former
adviser to a caretaker gov-

ernment, and four other
members - AHM Moazzem
Hossain, editor of The

Financial Express, Syeda
Rizwana Hasan, executive
director of Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers'
Association (BELA), Abdul
Hafiz Chowdhury, president
of MCCI and CK Hyder,
adviser to MCCI Committee,
will be in the selection pro-
cess.

The committee has
started the process of mak-
ing the selections for the
currentyear.

Babar to chair
Asian CSR
Award jury

METRO DESK

P Mohiuddin
B B abar,
columnist,
| researcher
{ on CSR and
a broad-
caster, has

- Dogyse 'n
selected by the Manila-based
Asian Forum on CSR to chair
the jury for Asian CSR Awards
for 2009.

The Asian Institute of
Management in the
Philippines organises the
conferences of Asian CSR
Forum in different Asian cities
every year, saysa press release.

Babar is heading the panel
of judges drawn from acade-
mia, NGOs and think tanks
from different countries in the
region.

The Forum awards busi-
nesses in the region for
remarkable practices and
achievements in the field of
CSR, including best workplace
practices, health, education
and environment.

A total of 132 business
establishments from 14 coun-
tries are in the race for the
prestigious regional award
this year.

Earlier, Babar was made a
judge for the awards in 2007
and 2008,

He is currently working on
a project on Climate Change
Adaptationsand CSR.
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Says minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Food Secretary Mokhlesur Rahman,

Razzaque said yesterday.

The government will fix a price limit for
food grains in the food procurement
policy to make sure that farmers get due
profits and produce adequate crops to cut
dependency on food import, Food and
Disaster Management Minister Abdur

“We must help farmers keep their
interest to grow more food grains. For this,
we shall fix the highest and lowest price. If
anyone crosses the limit, the government
will make marketintervention,” he said.

Razzaque sald this while presiding
over a discussion at the ministry on
domestic food procurement policy, pro-
cedures, problems and prospects.

Bangladesh Agriculture University Vice
Chancellor Dr Abdus Sattar Mondal, Brac
Executive Director Dr Mahabub Hossain,
Centre for Policy Dialogue Head of
Research Dr Uttam Deb, Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studies
Research Director Dr Asaduzzaman,
Directorate General of Food Pius Costa,
farmers and rice millers were present.

“The food procurement policy will be
amended before the next food procure-
ment drive, In no way, there should be
dependence on food import. Therefore,
an improved management will be
designed so farmers, consumers and
traders all benefit,” the minister said.

The minister, who is an agriculturist by

profession, said the farmers mi
provided with more subsidies on agricul-
tural inputs to encourage them to grow
food crops. Besides, the government may
also buy more food to increase prices to
help them get just price, he noted.

This year, rice procurement price was
more than the market price, but the farm-
ers could not get the expected price, he
sald, adding that therefore new policy
should be formulated.

The food minister said godowns could
be set up at private level in the rural areas
from where the government can procure
rice at a fixed price or traders may buy
certain amount of food from farmers at
government-fixed price and then supply
to the government.

Govt to fix price limit
for food grains

ght be

PHOTO FOCUS BANGLACOM
Home Minister Sahara Khatun visits injured journalist FM Masum at a hospital at Moghbazar in the

city yesterday. On her right is State Minister for Home Affairs Shamsul Haque Tuku. (Story on Page 1)

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Chitragong

Police arrested three Islami
Chhatra Shibir men yesterday
following Saturday's clash
between members of Shibir
and Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) at Chittagong
Medical College (CMC) while
a five-member committee was
formed to probe into the
matter.

The arrestees -- two CMC
students and an outsider --
Rusho and Rajiv Md Waliullah,
a fifth year and a third vear
student respectively, and
Mashrur Hossain, a fourth
year student of Accounting
department of Haji Md
Mohsin College were kept at
the Panchlaish police custody.

Besides, a tense situation is
prevailing at CMC as BCL
activists rushed to the main
hostel after being informed
that a group of 10-12 Shibir

Body to probe CMC clash:
3 Shibir men held

men attempted to capture few
rooms yesterday carrying
sticks and locks.

Assistant Commissioner of
Panchlaish Police Station SM
Nurul Huda denied the inci-
dent saying the Shibir men
failed to enter the hostel when
additional force chased them.

CMC Principal Prof Dr
Gofranul Hoque said the
committee, led by Vice
Principal Prof Dr Amin Uddin
A Khan and consists of Prof
Anwar Hossain, Prof
Mohibullah, Dr Jillur Rahman
and Dr Saroj Kumar
Majumder, was asked to sub-
mit its report within fifteen
days.

All the academic activities,
including MBBS and BDS
course examinations, regular
classes and ward duties, were
suspended for indefinite
period, said the sources.

However, the admission
process for the first year MBBS

course is going on amid tight
security after two platoons of
police were deployed there.

Earlier, three male hostels
of CMC were evacuated after
the authorities, in an emer-
gency meeting on Saturday,
declared the college shut for
indefinite period following the
clash that left at least 20 stu-
dents, including a policeman,
injured.

Only the foreign students
were allowed to stay at partic-
ular blocks of the hostels.

Meanwhile, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Hathazari circle) Babul Akhter
said eight platoons of police in
assistance with the Chittagong
University authorities raided
Shah Amanat Hall and
Suhrawardy Hall yesterday on
information that outsiders
were gathering there, known as
dens of Shibir activists,

However, police found
none there.

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
N'ganj

Shipping Minister
Shahjahan Khan yesterday
said survey of the rivers are
going on as per the High
Court order and after the
completion of the task by
November drive would be
conducted to dismantle
illegal installations and
evict grabbers.

He said dredging would
be done to expand river
routes and four firms have
been given the work of
dredgingrivers.

He said these ata discus-
sion while visiting Ananda
Shipyard and Shipways Ltd
at Sonargaon Meghnaghat
in Narayanganj yesterday.

The shipping minister
said like garment sector the
shipyard-building sector
has huge potentials. He
said shipyard would play
an important role in invig-
orating the economy of the
country.

Delegation of OAV-
German Asia Pacific
Business Association vis-
ited Ananda Shipyard and

Eviction drive after
river survey by Nov
Says Shipping minister

participated at a discus-
sion on "Ship building
industry in Bangladesh” on
the Shipyard premises.

Chairman of Ananda
Shipyard and Shipways Ltd
naval architect Dr
Abdullahel Bari presided
over the programme.
Executive director of the
firm Afroza Bari, German
Ambassador Holger
Michael, head of German
delegation Pete Kalson and
Director of the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB)
AKM Monzurul Haq were
present.

BSS adds: Shahjahan
Khan said the government
is contemplating formula-

tion of a policy for the prom-

ising shipbuilding industry
in view of its economic
prospect, as the sector is
becoming a thrust one in
the country.

Terming Bangladesh's
shipbuilding industry as a
promising sector, Holger
Michael said the German
government is ready to
provide Bangladesh with
all-out technical support to
boost the sector.

UNB, Dhaka

ﬂf

WEA THeRd;3

Dry weather likely

country, Met Office said.

rowal 7:02am.

Srimongal and Dinajpur.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over
the country in next 24 hours till 6:00pm today.
Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

The sun sets in the city today at 6:24pm and rises tomor-

Country's highest temperature 33.5 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar and lowest 18.6 degree at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidityin
Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 32.2 23.2 65 56
Chittagong 31.3 22.8 67 71
Rajshahi 31.3 19.0 74 71
Khulna 32.0 21.5 78 80
Barisal 32.2 21.6 81 94
Sylhet 323 20.5 62 81
Cox's Bazar 33.5 24.2 62 81
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One shot'by
extortionists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Criminals yesterday afternoon
shot an employee of an
underconstruction building
and stabbed a construction
labourer in the city's East
Kazipara area under Kafrul
Police Station as the owner
refusedto paytoll.

A gang of three criminals
shot Belal Uddin Pradhan, 35,
caretaker of the building, on
his thigh and chopped
Alamgir Hossain, 25, a con-
struction labourer, in different
parts of his bpdy with a
machete ataround 4:30pm.

The injured were rushed to
Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital.

Abdul Awal, owner of the
building, told The Daily Star
that four months ago one
Ripon demanded toll from
him over phone as he was
constructing the building.
When he refused to pay the
toll, three to four days later
they shot a security guard of
his building.

Develop
professional

skills to reduce

disaster risks
Journalists urged
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a consultation
meeting emphasised on
enhancing professional
skills of media men for
reduction of disaster risk
across the country.

They made the remark
while addressing the work-
shop on 'Promoting the role of
media in disaster risk reduc-
tion' organised by
Comprehensive Disaster
Management Programme
(CDMP) under the Ministry of
Food and Disaster
Management at Biam
Foundation auditorium in the
city yesterday.

Dr Akhtar Hossain,
consultant of the CDMP,
urged the policy makers as
well as the media men to
include the disaster risk
reduction programme in
the mainstream develop-
ment activities,

Dr SM Moshed, consultant
of the CDMP, call for collective
efforts to reduce the disaster
risk in the country.

Around 20 reporters of
different print and electronic
media attended the workshop.

CU teacher
dismissed
for unsocial
activity

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Chittagong University (CU)
syndicate yesterday dismissed
a lecturer of international
relations department from
service for his involvement in
unsocial activity.

Foyez Ahmed was dis-
missed at a regular meeting of
the syndicate with Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr Abu Yusuf
in the chair,

Syndicate member Prof
Kamrul Huda told The Daily
Star that the meeting decided
to terminate the service of
Foyez since the university
authorities had certified copy
of the court order that
awarded financial punish-
ment to the teacher for his
involvement in unsocial
acuvity.

“According to the service
rules of the university none
can continue |eb if he faces
any conviction,”  said Prof |
Kamrul.

Earlier, Foyez was also
issued a show-cause notice,
but he didn't reply on time
that pushed his answer
beyond the consideraton of
the syndicate, he added.

Mentionable, Detective
Branch (DB) police of
Chittagong Metropolitan
Police arrested Foyez with five
girls from the ninth floor of an
apartment at the city's
Chatteshwary intersection on
August20.

He was released on the
following day when police
produced him and made
prosecution submission
before a court under section
76 of Metro Ordinance.

Death Anniversary

DU CORRESPONDENT

| Today is the
18th death
anniversary
of Shafti
Ahmed,
former
general
' secretary of
Dhaka University Students’
Union (DUCSU). |

On the occasion, Fateha
will be offered and wreaths
will be placed at his grave at
7:00pm today.

A milad mahfil will be held
at House # 6, Block A, Road no
18, Banani in the city after
Maghrib prayers on October
30, says a press release.

Relatives, friends and
admirers are requested to join
the programmes and pray for
salvation of the departed soul.

Abdul Awwal
METRO DESK

Today is the
20th death
Anniversary
of Janab
Abdul
Awwal, a
veteran of
the Langu-
age Movement, says a press
release.

Janab Abdul Awwal was
elected MLA from Sonargaon
in Narayanganjin 1954,

He was a close associate of
Sher-E-Bangla AK Fazlul
Haque, Hussain Shahid
Suhrawardy and
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

He was also one of the
founding members of the
AwamiMuslim League.

Relatives, friends and
associates are requested to
pray for salvation of the
departed soul.

RAKIB AHAMMED

Chhatra Mukt, the student body
ofbanned Islamist political party
Hizb ut-Tahrir , has
recruited a good num-
ber of Dhaka University (DU)
students as its members in the
last couple of years, and started
its activities on the campus by
giving programmes on different
issues.

Chief Coordinator of Hizb
ut-Tahrir Mohiuddin Ahmed
declined to mention the exact
number of Chhatra Mukti
activists at DU considering the
present crisis period of the
organisation.

The government on
Thursday banned all activities
of Hizb ut-Tahrir on charge of
carrying out anti-state, ant-
government, anti-people and
anti-democratic activities for
longin the country.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Mohiuddin, also an assistant
professor: of the Institute of
Business Administration (IBA) at
DU, said, "We are observing the
situation and would disclose
laterabout the student body."

He said Chhatra Mukti
started its organisational activi-
ties in 2005 and it has many
members.

Mahfuzur Rahman, a DU
student, is the convener of the
student body, said Mohiuddin
while talking to The Daily Star
over phone recently.

He said students are the
main force of the organisation
and Chhatra Mukti has become
successful in establishing its
network in most of the public
universities in the country as
well as private universities and
collegesinthecity.

Members of Chhatra Mukti
held demonstrations on DU
campus in last couple of years
on different issues including

cancellation of quota system in
government services and pun
ishmenttoaDU teacher.

The student body used both
organisational and the banner
of general students to hold such
pro es which were par-
ticipated by several hundred
studentsin mostofthe times.

The organisation also dis-
tributed subversive leaflets
among the students on different
occasions.

On February 26, 2007 police
arrested four Chhatra Mukti
activists on DU campus on
charge of distributing leaflets
among the students protest
the presence of Nobel Laureate
Prof Muhammad Yunus as
convocationspeakerat DU.

On May 10, 2008 Chhatra
Mukti members under the
banner of 'General Students'
staged demonstration on DU
campus for several days against
a DU teacher accusing him of
sexually harassing a female
student.

- ‘Many ‘of Chhatra Mukti
leaders and activists, who ‘are
female students, also met the
then DU vice chancellor on the
sameissue.

On February 7, 2008 several
left-leaning student o -
tions got united and clashed
with members of Chhatra Muki
when they were circulating
leaflets demanding reforms in
quotasystem.

The left-leaning student
bodies met the then DU vice
chancellor and demanded ban
on the activiies of Chhatra
Mukti on the campus.

Al a press conference in
September 2008, the left-
leaning student bodies alleged
that Chhatra Mukt is recruiting
DU students by offering money
and providing other facilities.

Chhatra Mukti Convener
Mahfuzur Rahman told this

METRO DESK

Speakers at a programme of the
College of Engineering and
Technology (CEAT) said 80
percent allocated resources at
tertiary education level are
enjoyed by the students from
elitist class who constitute 20
percentofthe society.

They noted that lower
income classes are denied of
access to higher education as
they can hardly afford the
higher costs, says a press
release.

The speakers said this at the
certificate awarding ceremony
of Civil Engineering

TERTIARY EDUCATION LEVEL
'80pc resources benetfit

affluent class'

Department of the College of
Engineering and Technology
(CEAT) held at TUBAT
Conference Hall recently.

Maulana Bhasani University
of Science and Technology Vice
Chancellor Prof Nurul Islam
was present at the programme
asthechiefguest.

[UBAT Vice Chancellor Prof
M Alimullah Miyan presided
over the p e which was
coordinated by Prof Monirul
Islam.

The candidates who partici-
pated in an eight-week training
on 'Professional Structural
Analysis and Design and Design
Software-ETABS' were awarded
certificates.

PHOTO: STAR
Police produce former organising secretary of Freedom Party
Sheikh Safiullah Sofu before a court in the city yesterday. He was
arrested in connection with the attack on Awam| League lawmaker
Fazle Noor Taposh. (Story on Page 1)

Hizb ut-Tahrir student
body active at DU

correspondent last year that
their organisational activities
are run from its central office
located at a market near
Katabon in thecity.

Officer-in-Charge of
Shahbagh Police Station Rezaul
Karim told The Daily Star that
Chhatra Mukti members dis-
tributed subversive leaflets
among the DU students at
different times.

He also said a case was filed
against several Chhatra Mukit
activists in connection with the
distribution of subversive
leaflets.

DU Proctor Dr KM Saiful
Islam said, "There is no room for
any reactionary student body at
Dhaka University and Chhatra
Mukti will be listed as reaction-
ary organisation.”

He said the Paribesh
Parishad, a body formed by the
representatives of students and
authorities, will take final deci-

sien in thisregard.
Obituary

METRO DESK

Colonel
(Retd) Dr
Abdul Matin
Choudhury
passed away
at his resi-
dence on
Oct 21 at the
age of 82, says a pressrelease.

He left behind his wife, two
sons, two daughters, grand-
children and host of admirers
to mourn his death.

His namaz-e-janaza was
held at the DOHS (Banani)
Jame Mosque after Esha
prayers the same day.

Later, he was buried at the
Army Graveyard at Banani.

His qulkhwani was held at
his residence at House # 52,
Road # 2, DOHS (Banani) on
Oct 24 after Asr prayers.

Prof Syed Ahsan Ali
METRO DESK

Prof Syed
Ahsan Ali,
an educa-
tionist,
passed away
on October
22 at the age
of 71, says a

pressrelease.

As a teacher of social wel-
fare, he served Ananda Mohon
College in Mymensingh,
Sherpur Mahila College,
Swarupkathi Govt College,
Sundarban Adarsha College,
Narayanganj Mahila College
and ComillaVictoria College.

He was also the secretary to
Jessore Education Board.

He left behind his wife, four
sons, daughters-in-law and a
number of grandsons and

granddaughters to mourn his
death.

A doa mahfil was held at his
residence at C/112, Eastern
Housing, Pallabi, Dhaka yes-
terday praying for salvation of

the departed soul.

Mazeda Duza
METRO DESK

Mazeda Duza, wife of a former
labour union leader and
daughter of late Prof Moulana
Noor Ullah of Calcutta Alia
Madrasa, passed away due to
old-age complications at her
Khulshi residence in
Chittagong yesterday at the
age of 80,

She left behind her sons
and a host of relatives to
mourn her death.

She will be buried at South
Khulshimosque graveyard.

Her family members
requested all to pray for her
departedsoul.
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