DHAKA SUNDAY OCTOBER 25, 2009

PHOTD: AFP
Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama (L) shakes hands with his
Indian counterpart Manmohan Singh (R) prior to their talks in the
southern Thal resort town of Hua Hin yesterday on the sidelines of
the 15th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) summit.
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India, China avoid
Arunachal, vow to
build better ties

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Hua Hin

India and China yesterday pledged not to let their differences
derail bilateral relations as Prime Ministers Manmohan Singh
and Wen Jiabao held a much-awaited meeting here amid
strained ties.

Atanearly hour-long meeting here, both leaders avoided the
most contentious issues - Arunachal Pradesh, which Beljing
claims, and the Dalai Lama's proposed November visit to the
northeastern state that China opposes - as they discussed ways
tobuilda r{'luliunshul marred by alingering border dispute.

“We have reached important consensus on promoting bilat-
eral ties, and | believe that our two countries maintain a good
relationship in the future, which conforms with the interests of
the two countries,” Wen said at the beginning of the talks,

Both Manmohan Singh and Wen agreed that differences
between them on a range of issues should not be allowed to act
asimpediments.

According to N Ravi, Secretary (East) in the external affairs
ministry, Manmohan Singh said that both sides should take
measures at the political and diplomatic level to foster better
understanding and trust “so that our relationship remained
strong and robust.”

“Neither side should allow differences to act as impediment
in the growth of functioning cooperation,” he said.

e

INTERNATIONAL,

The Daily Star

Asean asks Myanmar to

conduct fair elections

AP, Cha-Am

Southeast Asian leaders, having launched
the region’s first human rights watchdog,
called yesterday on military-ruled
Myanmar to conduct free and fair elec-
tions next year but refrained from
criticising one of the world's worst
human rights offenders.

A final statement from the annual
summit of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations also urged North Korea to
return to six-party talks aimed at halting
Pyongyang's nuclear weapons
programme, and stressed the need to
continue domestic stimulus packages to
ensure sustained recovery from the global
economic crisis.

The three-day meeting at a Thai beach
resort also includes leaders of China,
Japan, South Korea, India, Australia and
New Zealand. )

When the summit opened Friday, the
bloc unveiled the region's first human

rights commission, but it was immedi-
ately derided as toothless by activists who
pointed out that its mandate did not
extend to prosecution of violators like
Myanmar, an Asean member. The activ-
ists were also angered by the exclusion of
several members of civil society from the
summit.

Members of Asean have recently esca-
lated their criticism of Myanmar, particu-
larly over the detention of democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who Saturday
will have spent 14 years in detention,
mostofitunder house arrest.

Butas a bloc, Asean acts by consensus,
avoids confrontations and maintains that
the group's approach to engaging
Myanmar works better than the West's
sanctions and threats.

The junta has ignored calls to free Suu
Kyl and an estimated 2,100 political pris-
oners ahead of elections, which will be
the first in two decades. The leaders'
statement Friday was typically meek,

obliquely referring to Suu Kyl (o avoid
publicly scolding Myanmar.

“We underscored the importance of
achieving national reconciliation and
that the general elections to be held in
Myanmar in 2010 must be conducted in
a fair, free, Inclusive and transparent
manner in order to be credible to the
international community,” the state-
ment said.

Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva
described the rights commission as "a
significant milestone” in the 42-year
history of Asean.

The group has traditionally steered
clear of rights issues because of its reluc-
tance to meddle in the internal affairs of
member nations,

“It is a big shame to our dreams for
genuine democracy in the region. It's like
all of the human rights of the people in
this region have been violated,” said
Sister Crescenia L. Lucero, aleading rights
advocate and Roman Catholic nun.

Abbas calls Palestinian

elections for Jan 24

AFP, Ramallah

Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas on
Friday called presidential and legislative
elections for January 24 in the Palestinian
territories including the Gaza Strip, in a move
seen as pressuring Hamas into signing a unity
deal. .

The Islamist rulers of the battered coastal
enclave issued a swift rejection of the move,
branding itillegal and unconstitutional.

Abbas issued a decree inviting "the
Palestinian people in Jerusalem, the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip to take partin free and direct
presidential and legislative elections on
Sunday January 24, 2010, " his office said.

In the decree he instructed the election
committee to prepare for the vote.

Abbas, whose presidential term expired in
early 2009, had said on Tuesday he would issue
a decree calling the elections, in a move appar-
ently meant to press Hamas into signing a
much-delayed unity deal with his Fatah fac-
ton.

In the last parliamentary elections in
January 2006, Hamas won an upset victory over
the previously dominant Fatah

Egypt has been struggling to broker a recon-

ciliation agreement between the two main rival
Palestinian factions for months, and this
month proposed an agreement that would see
new elections held in June next year.

Fatah has signed the agreement but Hamas
has repeatedly postponed its official response,
sayingitneeds more time to studythe deal.

On Friday, a Hamas spokesman in Gaza City
condemned the Abbas decree.

“This is an illegal and unconstitutional step
because Abu Mazen's (Abbas’'s) tenure is over
and he has no right to issue any decree con-
cerning this" election, Fawzi Barhum told AFP.

He said Abbas was making a "deliberate
attempt to make (Palestinian) divisions perma-
nent,” by calling elections for January.

The bitter rift between Fatah and Hamas
goes back to the start of limited Palestinian self-
rule in the 1990s, when Fatah strongmen
cracked down on the Islamist militant group.

Simmering divisions boiled over in June
2007 when Hamas fighters expelled Abbas
loyalists from Gaza in a week of bloody clashes,
seizing control of the impoverished and
densely populated territory.

['he date set for the next elections coincides
with the end of the current Palestinian parlia-
ment, which is dominated by Hamas.
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US to help Iraq get
rid of sanctions

AFP, Baghdad

Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki and US envoy to the UN Susan
Rice held talks in Baghdad Friday on helping Iraq get rid of sanc-
tions imposed in the aftermath of Saddam Hussein's 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait, Maliki's office said.

The pair also discussed Iraq's campaign for a special UN
investigation into the circumstances surrounding deadly truck
bombs at two government ministries in August.

"The prime minister confirmed that it was necessary to let
the joint US-Iraq committee work in order to find a way to get
Iraq out of Chapter Seven," his office said in an e-mailed state-
ment, referring to the part of the UN charter under which sanc-
tions were imposed on Iraq,

Earlier this month, after meeting with Maliki in Washington,
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton indicated that the United
States and Iraq were to establish a joint committee to discuss
problems related to the sanctions.

PHOTO: AFP

Bosnian Muslim women from Srebrenica hold a hand woven carpet with the names of their killed
relatives embroidered before boarding a bus in Sarajevo early yesterday. Buses carrying about 200
Bosnian Muslim family members of the war victims departed Sarajevo for the Hague, Netherlands, to
demand swift trial and severe punishment for Serb leader Radovan Karadzic.

Crisis talks collapse
in Honduras

AFP, Tegucigalpa

Talks to resolve the political crisis in Honduras have collapsed
over the de facto government's refusal to reinstate ousted presi-
dentManuel Zelaya.

Zelaya late Friday had rejected a proposal that de facto leader
Roberto Micheletti would step down if Zelaya gave up his claim to
the presidency;, after his envoys already said the talks were dead.

Zelaya's negotiators accused the regime of dragging out the
talks in the run-up to November 29, when an election is to be
held to choose a new president.

"We consider that the dialogue has been exhausted, we can-
not continue to give deadlines," said Mayra Mejia, a member of
Zelaya's negotiating team.

Obama hits out at climate

‘naysayers'

AFP, Boston

UUS President Barack Obama on Friday hit out at
naysayers he blamed for peddling "cynical”
claims that global warming is a myth to derail a
landmark climate change bill in Congress.
Obama warned that the closer the Senate
came to passing legislation which has already
cleared the House of Representatives, the more
opponents would resort tounderhand tactics.
"The naysayers, the folks who would pretend
that this is not an issue, they are being marginal-
ised,” Obama warned in a speech at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

"But I think it's important to understand that
the closer we get, the harder the opposition will
fight and the more we'll hear from those whose
interest .or ideology run counter to the much
needed action that we're engaged in.

"There are those who will suggest that mov-
ing toward clean energy will destroy our econ-
omy,” Obama said, a day after the release of a
poll showing fewer Americans see solid evidence
of global warming.

"There are going to be those who... make
cynical claims that contradict the overwhelming
scientific evidence when it comes to climate
change, claims whose only purpose is to defeat
ordelay the change that we know is necessary.”
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Company Secretary
at the westin dhaka
Applications are invited from ~_-.u+ta015 candidates for the following positions

Entertainer [ English Singer ]
- 3 years perforn

- HSC or equivalant as educational gualification

- The incurnbent should be young & welt groomed

« Altractive rermur

Spa Manager [ One position ]

» Graduale

Massage, Herbal Compress

nNce experience as an english singer in any 5 Star Hotel

hon package will be offered to the deserving candidate

' relevant diploma + A thorough knowledge on all kinds of Massage (Thai Traditional
Aroma therapy, Swedish massage etc). » Famuliar with basic scrub

(Body wrap, Jasmine Rice body wrap, Anti-Oxidant Sesame etc.) - Basic facial knowledge

(Deep lifting treatment, Bio Oxygen treatment, Derma Crystal treatment, Green mask treatment)
- Basic manicure, pedicure as well as foot spa experience. « Skilled in hand paraffin & facial
paraffin - Know!edage on Nalls buffing, shaping and polishing

Key attributes

Follower on hands-on management style Possesses strong interpersonal skilis. Customer
focused. Good communication (verbal & written English) skills, Team player & team building

Job Summary

capacity. Ready to work in fast pace environment,

Responsible for managing the world class "Westin Spa” operation. Receiving guest, greeting guest.
help guest in throughout the spa experience as per the Westin standard and performing other
related duties, prepare & perform duties as per roster, answer guest queries and handie guest
complaints. Carry out other tasks directed by the Division / Dept Head as per the requirement

He / She s required to conduct his / her duties in a courteous, safe and efficient manner, iIn
accordance with the hotel's policies and procedures, ensuring that a high level of service 15

mantaned.

if you feel that you are the right person we are looking for and if you are ready 1o take the
challenge, please apply with confidence to the Manager - Human Resources & Training, The
westin Dhaka (C/0 Unique Hotel & Resorts Ltd, Plot #1, CWN(B). Road # 45, Gulshan, Dhaka 1212)
or e-mall frizanurrahman@westindhaka com no later than November 02, 2009
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PHOTO: AFP

People wait in line for the opening of the first Public Health HIN1
vaccine clinic in Los Angeles County on Friday at the Balboa
Sports Complex in Encino, California. These clinics will provide
access to free HIN1 vaccine to priority group individuals who do
not have health insurance or a regular source of healthcare.

US mulls direct talks as
N Korean envoy visits

AFP, Washington

The US State Department is considering a rare face-to-face
meeting with a North Korean envoy visiting the United States,
raising hopes of progress in stalled nuclear talks.

State Department spokesman lan Kelly late Friday said no
decision had been taken on who would meet Ri Gun, the senior
North Korean nuclear negotiator who has reportedly arrived in
New York for a visitof several days.

But Kelly said a meeting between Ri and the US special envoy
for North Korean disarmament talks, Sung Kim, had not been
ruled out.

"I wouldn't exclude that. I don't have anything to announce
aboutthat, butI certainly wouldn'texcludeit,” he said.

South Korea's Yonhap news agency reported thatRiarrived in
NewYork on Friday.

He was also expected to visit San Diego on Monday for
closed-door informal talks on the nuclear standoff, the event's
director Susan Shirk told AFP.

Kelly indicated it had not yet been decided which US official
would attend thatmeeting.

Ri's rare visit has fuelled speculation that North Korea is
preparing to return to six-party talks about its nuclear weapons
programine.

On Monday, Kurt Campbell, the US assistant secretary of
state for Bast Asia, said the United States was ready to meet one-
on-one with North Korea but only if it leads "rapidly” to full-
fledged six-nation denuclearisation talks.

North Korea in April declared the six-nation forum and its
agreements to be null and void after the United Nations con-
demned its long-range rocketlaunch. The communist state later
also tested an atom bomb.

But on October 6, North Korean leader Kim Jong-Il told
Chinese envoys the North was willing to return (o six-way talks,
but insisted it first negotiate directly with the United States to
repair "hostile relations”.

Campbell, who has recently held talks in Beijing that the
United States "would be prepared for, in the right circumstances
at some point, some initial interaction" with North Korea "that

| would lead rapidlv to a six-party framework.”
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