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Aid workers free in

Dartur after 'kidnap'

AFP, Khartoum

Two Sudanese staffers of
Libya's Kadhafi Foundation
who had been reported kid-
napped in Darfur are free,
Sudan's state minister for
humanitarian affairs told AFP
yesterday, saying they had
never been abducted.

1 have just contacted the
security people at El-Fasher
(capital of north Darfur). The
two Sudanese from the Kadhafi
Foundation were freed after
halfan hour. It was a misunder-
standing,” Abdel Baqi Gilani
said, adding that they had
never been kidnapped but
declining to elaborate.

Sudanese intelligence
services also insisted that the
two men had not been abduc-
ted, according to a senior
official with the UN-African
Union peacekeeping force.

The source told AFP that the
intelligence services informed
the joint force that the two men
had been briefly detained by a
group of armed men in the
suburbs of El-Fasher on
Wednesday, questioned and
thenreleased.

There were no further
details on why they had been
seized.

Kadhafi Foundation offi-
cials earlier reported that the
men, whose names were not
given, had been kidnapped.
They maintained their insis-
tence on this, even after
Gilani'sannouncement.

The pair were project lead-
ers for the Association of the
Brothers of the South, an arm
of the foundation run by
Kadhafi's son Seif al-Islam,
association director
Mashaallah Zaoui said.

They were snatched as they
supervised projects in Darfur,
Zaoui said, without giving
otherdetails.

On Thursday the
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC)

announced that one of its
employees, Gauthier Lefevre, a
Frenchman who also holds
British nationality, had been
abducted in Darfur.

Gilani told AFP Lefevre is in
"good health" and that he
expected him to be released
soon, but voiced fear of more
abductions and urged foreign
relief organisations to bolster
security.

A relief official echoed his
concern and said: "What has
been happening in Darfur is
very worrisome. I hope that
the government will take this
seriously.”

Pedestrian
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Noman and pedestrian Kalam

sustained bullet injuries in the
attack. Kalam was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where he succumbed
to his wounds. Noman was
admitted to alocal hospital.

Meanwhile, muggers shot
dead an apprentice security
guard of a private company at
Baddain the morning.

The muggers fired shots at
Sachin Chandra Barman, 24,
of Securex Private Ltd at Nurer
Chala, Badda, at about 6:15am
while he was returning home.
They took away his mobile
phone set, wristwatch and
money, said Sachin's family
members and police.

Locals took him to a clinic.
Later, he was shifted to the
DMCH where the on-duty
doctor declared him dead at
about9:45am.

In another incident, crimi-
nals fired shots at Khairul
Islam, a mineral water trader,
and took away Tk 12,000 from
him early in the morning.

He was admitted to the
DMCH.

Besides, a gang of muggers
stabbed a Kabab shop
employee and snatched away
Tk 3,400 from him at Bibir
Bagicha early yesterday.

Hizb ut-Tahrir men
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regard, he added.

Home Minister Sahara
Kham on Thursday said the
because of its activities that go
against the state, the govern-
ment, peopleand democracy.

Asked about their activities
against the country's laws,
Bangladesh chief coordinator of
the outfit Mohiuddin Ahmed, an
associate professor at Dhaka
University's Institute of Business
Administration, yesterday said,
"Democracy or any rules--
whatever you mention is
imposed by thewestern world.”

Under section 18 of the anti-
terrorism act, becoming or
claiming to be a member of a
banned organisation is an
offence punishable with impris-
onment for up to six months or
fineorboth.

Even supporting a banned
organisation or asking anyone to
support it or organising or con-
ducting or helping organise a
rally of such organisation, or
addressingitisalsoacrime.

Telecast or broadcast of such
rallies on radio and television or
printing information with a view
to making any banned organisa-
tion active or seeking support for
itisalsoanoffence.

Anyone found guilty of such
offence will be sentenced to
imprisonment for two to seven
years and in addition may be
fined.

If anyone, except for the
parents, spouse and children of
such offenders, provide them
with shelter knowing their
offences, the person will also
sufferjail term.

In the last few years, Hizb ut-
Tahrir appeared in Bangladesh
as one of the most controversial
Islamist organisations because
of its vigorous provocative cam-
paigns against not only the
government's role, but also
against the US, Britain and some
other countries.

Its campaigns often pro-
voked people into violence
against the outfit's "enemies”, a
source in a law enforcement
agencyobserved.

Despite its campaigns
through leaflets and posters, the
activities of Hizb ut-Tahrir
Bangladesh cameto the notice of
law enforcers after the
attack on the then British high
commissioner to Bangladesh
Anwar Choudhury at Hazrat
Shah Jalal's Shrine in Sythet on
May21,2004.

Tahrir men had put up anti-
British and anti-US posters
around the shrine two days
before the attack and this made
Investigators suspect about the
organisation's involvement with
the attack. The outfit has since
been alleged to have militant
links at home and abroad, said
anofficial.

S0 far law enforcers arrested
many of its leaders and workers
for carrying out similar provoca-
tive campaigns across the coun-

try but could not take any legal

action.

Hizb ut-Tahrir is a pan-
[slamist group whose goal is to
establish a global Islamic caliph-

number of countries, mainly in
Central Asia and the Middle East.

Tahrir's Bangladesh chief
coordinator claimed that they
have units at all divisional head-
quarters and have around 10,000
members.

Apart from four banned
militant organisations, law
enforcers had prepared a list of
30 others, including Hizb ut-
Tahrir, for their suspected link to
militancyin the countrya couple
ofyearsago.

However, mel'ughnﬂiua.ls of
the law enforcement agencies
told The Daily Star on different
occasions that they were notina
position to launch a crackdown
on the suspected organisations
as it requires government pollqr
in this regard.

Of these listed organisations,
some are large, but all of their
activities are apparently limited
to mosque- and madrasa-based
discussions and Islamic invita-
tion.

The law enforcers observed
that the objectives and state-
ments of many of these organi-
sations are identical to those of
Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh and Harkatul Jihad
al Islami. But this is not enough
to take stern actions against
them since such activities are
allowed in the country unless
they commit serious crimes as
the JIMB and Hujidid.

The other outfits on the list
include Islamic Democratic
Party, Hizb-ut Towhid, Allahr
Dal, Islami Samaj, Al-Harat al-
Islamia, Jama'atul Faliya,
Towhidi Janata, Bishwa Islami
Front, Juma'atul al Sadat,
Shahadat-e-Nobuwat, Jama'at-
e Yahia al Turat, Joyshe Mostafa
Bangladesh, al Jihad
Bangladesh, Woarat Islamic
Front, Jamaat-as-Sadat, al
Khidmat, Harkat-e-Islam al
Jihad, Hizbullah Islami Samaij,
Muslim Millat Shariah Council,
World Islamic Front for Jihad,
Joysh-e Mohammad, Hizbul
Mahadi, Kalemar Dawat, Islami
Dawati Kafela, al Islam Martyrs
Brigade, Dawat-e Islam, Tanjim,
Hizb e Abu Omar, and Jadid al-

Qaeda Bangladesh.

Kid killed
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her husband Farhad and she
were involved in the brutality.

Police also said detained
Mahinur admitted that she
kidnapped Moni on Tuesday
morning while Moni was
playing and later her husband
strangled Moni to death for
thegold ring.

Earlier, she tried to mis-
guide police saying that her
husband went Sirajganj along
with Moni.

But the local people recov-
ered the body of the victim
from under the bed of the

couple as the decomposed
bodywas stinking.

NEWS

Rab regrets
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tortured Masum at his rented

house at Jatrabari and also after
taking him to Rab-10 headquar-
tersat Dhalpur.

Rab personnel tortured
Masum after he had asked
about the identities of the Rab
men who were plain clothes.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Masum narrated how brutally
the Rab personnel tortured him.

"They beat me up from my
legs to my head and threatened
to kill me," Masum said, adding,
"They also mounted pressure
on me to say that I am a drug
peddler and threatened that
theywould kill me if I did not say
thatlamadrugpeddler.”

The Daily Star tried several
times to contact Flight Lt Anis
for his comment but he could
notbereached.

The New Age authorities
yesterday held a meeting at the
office where they condemned
the incident and demanded
exemplary punishment to the
Rab personnelinvolved.

The meeting also blamed
Rab for "planting some bottles
of Phensidyl under Masum's
bed" and condemned "Rab
threats to have him killed in
crossfire”.

Talking to The Daily Star, Rab
Director General Hassan
Mahmood Khandker said the
probe committee has been
formed to find out facts and take
measures against the Rab mem-
bers involved.

2 shot dead
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performed yesterday at
Rangamati General Hospital.

Shant Deb Chakma, leader
of Rangamati unit UPDE
claimed that Badhi Chakma
was an active member of the
organisation. He strongly pro-
tested the killing and
demanded immediate arrest
and exemplary punishment of
the culprits.

In another incident, a union
leader of PCJSS was shot dead
reportedly by armed cadres of
UPDF at Sizakbazar under
Baghaichhari upazila yesterday
around 9:00am.

Thedeceased, Tipu Chakma,
33, son of Indra Sen Chakma,
was secretary of Khedarmara
unit PCJSS. He along with some
other colleagues went there to
attend a party programme,
sources said.

- ate It has been banned in a . protesting the incident,

PCJSS brought out a procession
and held a rally at the premises
of Rangamati Deputy
Commissioner's office in the
town yesterdayafternoon.

The PCJSS leaders -alleged
that Tipu was killed in the attack
by a group of UPDF activists led
by Tapan Jyoti Chakma and
Bosumoti Chakma.

Expats accord
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Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina had bilateral
talks with Swedish Minister for
Trade Ewa Bjorling at her hotel
suite and President of the
European Parliament Jerzy
Buzek at the VIP lounge of
Stockholmsmassan, the confer-
ence centre where a three-day
European Development Days'
2009 ceremony is taking place.

Coil factory
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a half hours of hectic efforts
with help oflocal people.

Station officer of the fire
service Abu Zafar said the
damage caused by the fire was
estimated at Tk 30 lakh.

Fire fighters and the factory
officials suspected that the fire
might have originated from an
electric short-circuit or mos-
quito coil's fire.

Redesign global
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“This is a good chance to
redesign the financial system
and not just put a band aid on
it,” he said, drawing the atten-
tion of the world community
to the stark reality that two-
thirds of the world population
isleftout.

That is not going to work.
“Why not be inclusive?” said
the Nobel laureate to under-
line the imperative that devel-
opment should be given a
human face, the deprived
ones be helped out and taken
togetherin the forward march.

He noted that his Grameen
Bank micro-credit scheme for
lending to the poor and other
similar initiatives show that
inclusive projects can be
successful.

Civil society must be given
a greater role in the economic
system, Yunus argued. The
prevailing model favours
profit-driven businesses for
many activities, with the
government taking responsi-
bility for others. "Why not the
people?” he posed another
question before his global
audience,

Eurnpean Development
Days is an annual forum
organised by the European
Commission and the country

holding the Presidency of the
EU--currently Sweden.

Russia's liberals

criticise arrest
of oil tycoon

AFP’ Moscow

Russian liberals have called for
President Dmitry Medvedev
to free jailed oil tycoon
Mikhail Khodorkovsky and
criticised him for a lack of
progress in the case during his
presidential term.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence yesterday in Moscow
attended by Khodorkovsky's

parents and lawyers, liberal

politician and former world
chess champion Garry
Kasparov harshly criticized
Medvedev.

He said any hopes that
Medvedev would take a softer
line on the Khodorkovsky case
after taking over from Vladimir
Putin as president last year
had evaporated.

"Few people realized that
Putin would actually be play-
ing the role of good cop,’
Kasparov said at a news con-
ference marking six years
since Khodorkovsky was
arrested on October 25, 2003,

"There hasn't been any
progress in the case of
Khodorkovsky and (his former
business partner Platon)
Lebedev at all, in fact every-
thing has gotworse.”

Khodorkovsky is serving
an eight-year sentence for

fraud and tax evasion. He is
now facing a second trial on
fresh charges of embezzling
millions of tons of oil and
money laundering that could
see him jailed for another two
decades.

Seven prominent activists
including Lyudmila
Alexeyeva, the chairwoman of
Moscow Helsinki Group,
signed a letter addressed to
Medvedev calling for him to
end the trial and free
Khodorkovsky and Lebedev.

The letter also called for
Medvedev to attend a court
hearing so he could see a "full
picture of the Russian justice
systemwith allits flaws.”

Svetlana Gannushkina, a
member of the presidential
council for civil society and
human rights, said that the
“absurdity of the trial is obvi-
ous to everyone,” but ques-
tioned whether Medvedev will
be able to halt the trial.

"I don't believe that
Medvedev's support will save
us today, I don't believe that
this battle in the corridors of
power, which we don't know
much about, will end in our
favour,” she said.

Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin "hates Khodorkovsky
personally,” she said.

Passengers still
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Member of the committee and

BRTA Director (Engineering)
Rafiqul Islam told The Daily
Star, “No decisions have yet
been made. We have set some
conditions for both the own-
ers and drivers and if they
properly follow them their
proposals will be considered.”

The drivers must have to go
to the places told by passen-
gers. They were also asked to
run their auto-rickshaws on
meters without charging any
extra money, he added.

Islam also said that the
route permits would be

ppnoelicajtheytad fﬂjkmfjdemﬁﬂﬂ fair saying, "Price of |

the instructions.

Four-stroke three-
wheelers were introduced in
2003 in the city. The fare rates
were revised twice earlier in
May 2007 and April 2008.
Owners, however, have never
complied with the official fare
chart much to the suffering of
commuters.

In 2007 the fare for the
CNG-run auto-rickshaws for
the first two kilometers was
raised to Tk 13.50, up from Tk
12 and fare for each subse-
quent kilometre was fixed at
Tk5.50.

Waiting charge was also
increased to Tk 0.75 per min-
ute from the previous Tk 0.50
while the daily deposit was
fixed at Tk 450, up from Tk 300.
The minimum fare for short
distance was fixed at Tk 15.

The government in 2008
again revised the fare for CNG-
run auto-rickshaws and taxi-
cabs after an increase in com-
pressed natural gas (CNG)
price.

As per the rate fixed in 2008
the current approved fare for
the first two kilometres is Tk
14, up from Tk 13.5, and for
each subsequent kilometre Tk
6, instead of Tk 5.5 with wait-
ing charge Tk 1 per minute, up
fromTk0.75.

The minimum fare for
short distance is Tk 18 in place
of Tk 15, which has never been
implemented.

Around 13,000 registered
CNG-run auto-rickshaws are
currently plying in the capital
and there are thousands more
running without papers. The
sector is in a state of disarray
as most of the drivers don't
use meter and refuse to go to
destinations requested by the
passengers.

ATM Nazmul Hasan, gen-
eral secretary of Dhaka City
CNG Auto-rickshaw Owners'
Assncmn_q_n___ggr_med the
every essential commodity
and spare parts of CNG auto-
rickshaws have gone up
recently. We tried to propose a
rate compared to the hike.”

“One piece of tyre used to
be sold at Tk 800 which is now
Tk 1700. The price of lubricant
went up to Tk 220 from the
previous Tk 120. There is also
garage expense, paper
renewal charge, and some-
times accidents cost us a lot,”
headded.

Md Golam Faruk, general
secretary of Dhaka District
Auto-rickshaw, Auto-tempo,
Mishuk Transport Workers
Unijon, however, put the
blames on owners, “We are
always hostage to our owners
as we depend on them for our
livelihood. We want to abide
by the conditions for public
comfort but the owners must
dosotoo.”

“They charge us more than
the approved rate as daily
deposit. Again the traffic jam
wastes our valuable time.
Moreover, we are to stand in
long queue at the CNG filling
stations. We also have to pay
for refuelling from our meagre
earning. So we have no other
options but to take it from the
people,” he added.

Shatique terms
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case,” he said after attending
at a general meeting of Dhaka
Reporters' Unity (DRU)
Multipurpose Cunperatwe
Society Ltd at the cny s
Segunbagicha.

The guvemmentmllimme-
diately arrest the perpetrators,
who tried to assassinate
Taposh, and punish them, said
the minister, adding that
though the conspirators are
much active in foiling the trial
process of the case, the Awami
League-led government
would complete it,

Shafique said the current
government is in progress
with the war criminals’' trial in
a transparent and acceptable
manner. “The war criminals'
trial willalso be held," he said.

He criticised the previous
government'’s role for patron-
ising the killers of
Bangabandhu and appointing
them in foreign missions.

"Though the government
wants to formulate a compre-
hensive education policy that
is acceptable to all, a section is
publicising false idea involv-
ing religion and education
policy together," said Shafique
Ahmed.

State Minister for Local
Government, Rural
Development (LGRD)

Jahangir Kabir Nanak as spe-
cial guest said the coopera-
tives movement has brought
economic development in
rural areas of the country as
well asin the third world coun-
tries.

Dhaka Reporters Unity
President Shamim Ahmed, its
General Secretary Pathik Saha,
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists Secretary General
Altaf Mahmud, DRU
Cooperative Society President
M Ashraf Ali and its Secretary
Mohsinul Karim Lebu, and
Dhaka District Cooperative
officer Ruhul Amin also spoke
atthe meeting.

21 missing
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reach the bank while rest were
missing.

On information, Faridpur
Deputy Commissioner
Helaluddin Ahmed,
Superintendent of Police
Awlad Ali Fakir rushed to the
spot.

DC Helaluddin said the
engine-run boat might sank
due to the strong currents of
the Padma. Most labourers
were from Pabna, he added.

Fire service officials and
divers are trying to rescue the
missing persons,

17 MPs
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The EC had instructed the ROs

to scrutinise the affidavits
submitted along with the
applications properly.

In a circular issued on
November 9, 2008, it said, "An
application for candidacy
shall be turned down if it is
found missing any required
documents or containing fake
information.”

The same circular asked
the ROs to send soft copies of
all the documents to the EC,

The information extracted
from the soft copies was
posted on the commission's
website before the December
29 election.

Recently, while examining
the documents in detail, the
EC officials found 39 lawmak-
ers with anomalies in the
statements they furnished.

National Board of Revenue
has taken a list of those law-
makers from the EC
Secretariat, said EC sources.

Besides, the EC Secretariat
has asked the ROs and district
election officials concerned to
examine the original docu-
ments submitted by the 39.

Requesting anonymity, a
senior EC official said all the
documents are preserved at
the offices of ROs, who are also
deputy commissioners, and it
may take a few days to com-
plete the scrutiny.

“Once we receive the infor-
mation from the field level, we
will place the issue before the
commission,” he added.

Hizb ut press
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Daily Star that police stopped
the press conference because
the government had banned
the organisation.

Police have been deployed
at Mohiuddin's residence to
keep him from holding any
publicity, he said.

Meanwhile, members of
Hizb ut-Tahrir tried to hold a
protest rally at Baitul
Mokarram mosque at Paltan
but failed due to the presence
of a large number of law
enforcers.

Khandaker Mahid Uddin,
DC Motijheel zone, said they
took all preparations before-
hand to stop any attempts of
holding demonstration by the
banned party.

Eyewitnesses said several

T ki el

car and water cannon were
deployed at the mosque pre-
mises.

Talking to The Daily Star
Hizb ut-Tahrir leader
Mohiuddin Ahmed denied the
allegations brought against
them and said they would take
legal steps against govern-
ment s ban on the party.

Top criminal
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Golam Rasul
March 12, 2007.

“The warrant was on the
Interpol website till the time
he was slain,” the source said.
He was wanted in 20 cases,
including two sensational
double-murder cases.

Witnesses said two bullets
holed into his forehead and an
eye. The body was sent to
morgue forautopsy.

Family members, however,
claimed that RAB members
arrested Tofazzal from a resi-
dential hotel in Tantibazar
area of Dhaka on Wednesday
and he might have been killed
in "crossfire”,

Bomb attack
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Sources said Freedom Party is
strong in Motijheel and
Fakirapool areas where a num-
ber of the party leaders operate
their businesses.

Police are also looking for a
few other Freedom Party lead-
ers who reside in Fakirapool,
Motijheel, and Paltan areas of
the capital, the sources added.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Motijheel Zone Deputy
Commissioner (DC) of Police
Khandaker Mahid Uddin said
they arrested Swapan and
Rahim as suspects in the inves-
tigation of the Wednesday
night's bomb attack on Taposh
in front of his law chamber in
Motijheel.

"We are interrogating both
arrestees to be confirmed
whether they were involved in
theartack,"” the DC said adding,
"We are also looking into the
possibilities of other persons
having links."

Meanwhile, in the forward-
ing report submitted before the
court, Moatijheel police said
Swapan and Rahim should be
remanded for 10 days for the
sake of the investigation, but
the court granted eight days,

In the statement of the case
filed with Motijheel police
station by Fazle Noor Taposh,
he accused family members,
relatives, and associates of
Bangabanhdu murder case
convicts, of attempting to kill
him in a bid to obstruct the
proceedings of the case, and to
create anarchyin the country,

Shikder on
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Tehran faces
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Tehran needs for a research

reactor.

Iran has yet to announce its
decision.

But French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner, on a trip to
Beirut, said the signs coming
from Iran so far were "not posi-
tive".

IAEA chief Mohamed
ElBaradei had set Friday as the
deadline for all parties to sign off
on the arrangement which was
aimed at breaking the seven-
year deadlock on the Iran's
suspect nuclear programme,

ElBaradei did not specify a
definite time when he set the
deadline, but theoretically, Iran
has until midnightto respond.

Russia was the first of the
four countries to formally back
the proposal.

It was followed by official
statements in Paris and
Washington.

“The United States delivered
its positive response to IAEA
Director General's (Mohamed)
ElBaradei's proposal,” said
National Security Council
spokesman Mike Hammer in a
statement.

"We look forward to Iran's
reply,” Hammer added.

In Paris, French foreign
ministry spokesman Bernard
Valero agreed that the draft
agreement "suits” Paris.

"We have made this known
in an official manner," Valero
said, adding that ElBaradei was
awaiting "a clear response from
[ran."

Nevertheless, in Tehran, an
[ranian source close to the
Vienna talks was quoted as
saying on state television's
website that the Islamic
Republic was awaiting a "posi-
tive" response from world
powers over its own proposal to
procure nuclear fuel for a
Tehranreactor.

"There are reports in the
media showing thatsome of the
parties have merely given posi-
tive response to their own pro-
posals, and this type of interac-
tion is surprising,” the source
whoisclosetoTehran's negotia-
torsatViennasaid.

"Iran 1s the buyer of nuclear

fuel for the Tehran reactor and
sellers must give a positive
response to the buver's pro-
posal and not consider their
own view as a positive
response.”
The squrce said Iran "en-
tered the Vienna talks with a
positive and constructive
approach, and nowitis awaiting
a constructive response and
positive response to Iran's
proposal.”

“The other parties are
expected to give a response
which builds cunﬁdenr.e and is
constructive in return for the
transparency and goodwill of
thelslamicrepublic.”

Uranium enrichment lies at
the heart of Western concerns
about Iran's nuclear
programme. [t produces fuel for
civilian reactors, but in highly
extended form can also make
the fissile core of an atomic
bomb.

Iran's hardline Islamic
regime denies Western allega-
tions it is seeking to build an
atomic bomb, but has however
given mixed signals over
whether it is ready to send
virtually all of its uranium
abroad.

Exact details of ElBaradei's
arrangement have not been
released. But France has said
thedraftagreementcalls on Iran
to hand over 1,200 kilogrammes
of low-enriched uranium (LEU)
it has at its Natanz plant -- in
defiance of UN sanctions -- to
Russiaby the end of the year.

Russia would enrich the
material to the 19.75 percent
needed to use it in a research
reactor that makes radio-
isotopes formedical use.

[ran made it clear during
talks at the IAEA headquarters
this week that it did not want
France to be part of any deal.
France has been a tough critic of
Iran's nuclear drive which
Western nations fear is aimed at
buildinganuclearbomb.

Tehran appears to have got
Its way, since Iran's envoy to the
IAEA, Ali Asghar Soltanieh, let
slip on Wednesday that the
Russians would be "responsible
forthe whole contract.”

Diplomats say that Russia
will take all of the uranium, but
it will sub-contract any addi-
tional processing to France, so
that no direct negotiations
between France and Iran are
necessary.

Iran insisted Thursday that it
would not halt its enrichment
work at Natanz even if it
approves the deal with Russia.

"Thereis actually noneed for
us to enrich uranium to more
than four or five percent purity
as the reactors that we use need
uranium enriched to a maxi-
mum of five percent,” said Ali
Akbar Salehi, head of Iran's
Atomic Energy Organisation.

"Butthat does notmean that
we will renounce our right to
enrich uranium level to a
higher level. Iran has the
capability to enrich uranium
to 20 percent but prefers to
obtain the fuel from abroad,”
Salehisaid.

Nato says no more
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governmentis key," aswellasa
decision by the Obama
administration.

"I think most countries are
waiting for the American
decisions,” van Middelkoop
said at a meeting in Bratislava
of the defence ministers of the
28 Nato countries.

The top US military com-
mander in Afghanistan, Gen
Stanley McChrystal, was
briefing Nato ministers
including US Defence
Minister Robert Gates on his
view of the war in Afghanistan
at the meeting.

Danish Defence Minister
Soeren Gade said allies won't
increase troop levels until
they're assured the new gov-
ernment in Kabul is commit-
ted to the Nato goals.

"I think whoever is going to
send more troops to
Afghanistan will put up some
conditions,” said Gade, whose
country has 690 soldiers in
Afghanistan.

"They need to see the new
Afghan president and say: 'If
we send more troops (0 your
country, you have to deal with
this, this and this.' We have to
make sure the new govern-
ment in Afghanistan are com-
mitted to their job before we
send any more troops to
Afghanistan.”

Defence Minister Franz
Josef Jung of Germany said he
also doesn't expect his coun-
try to increase its troop num-
bers in Afghanistan when the
soldiers' mandate from the
German parliament comes up
for renewal in December. The
existing mandate allows the
deployment of a maximum
4,500 soldiers, and Germany
currently has just over 4,200
troops in Afghanistan.

Gates said he will prod
Nato for more economic and
security aid to Afghanistan
while trying to sidestep the
simmering international
debate over sending more
troops to the fight.

Blasts at Pak air
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Peshawar, the main city in the
northwest. Fifteen people
were wounded. The facility
includes a restaurant, a swim-
ming pool, a health club and a
marriage hall.

“Itis part of the violence we
are seeing across Pakistan
these days," said Mian Iftikhar
Hussain, the region's informa-
tion minister.

Soon after, reports
emerged of the blast that
struck the bus, which was
travelling in the Mohmand
tribal region. Four women and
three children were among the
17 killed, said Zabit Khan, a
local government official.

“It appears to be a remote-
controlled bomb, and mili-
tants might have hit the bus
mistakenly,” Khan told The
Associated Press.

Mohmand, like other parts
of Pakistan's tribal belt, has
been a magnet for Taliban
militants. The military has
carried out operations there in
the past aimed at clearing out
insurgents but trouble still
flares,

There have been at least
nine major militant attacks

| this month, most against

police orarmy targets.

Some have been explo-
sions, while others have
involved teams of gunmen
staging raids. In one of the
most brazen attacks, gunmen
attacked the army headquar-
ters close to the capital and
held hostages inside the com-
plex for22 hours.

Pakistan is under intense
pressure to eliminate Islamist
militant groups sheltering in
its northwest that also attack
US and Nato troops in
Afghanistan. The military has
battled them in various dis-
tricts, losing hundreds of
soldiers, but questions remain
about its overall strategic
commitment to the fight.

It began its current offen-
sive in South Waziristan tribal
region seven days ago.

The army has previously
moved into South Waziristan
three times since 2004. Each
time it has suffered high casu-
alties and signed peace deals
that left insurgents with effec-
tive control of the region.
Western officials say al-Qaeda
now uses it and neighbouring
North Waziristan as an opera-
rons and trainine haeps



