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his reputation as one of the
most accomplished captains in
world cricket currently.”
Vettori had led his team by
example, with his Test feats
including taking six wickets in an
innings against the West Indies,
anda century against India.
Later in the year the 30-year-
old -- who made his Test debut
aged 18 -- scored 140 against Sri
Lanka and joined the elite club
of Test players with 300 wickets
and 3,000 runs.
Jesse Ryder won the first
class batting award after scor-
ing his maiden Test century
and then a double ton against
India, which gave him a 2008-
09 scasonTestaverage of 55.
The outstanding one-day
international batting perfor-
mance award went to Martin
Guptill, who scored 122 on his
debutagainst the West Indies.
The one-day bowling award
went to Kyle Mills, whose
successes included taking a
match-winning four for 35
againstAustraliain Perth.

Pato brace
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young tyro Thomas Muller
was sent off for two yellow
cards and then Marc Planus
bundled home the ball to give
the Frenchside a2-1 lead.

Bayern somehow managed
to stay in the match in the
second-half with Bordeaux
having two penalties saved by
Hans-Joerg Butt whilst Bayern
were reduced to nine players
when Daniel Van Buyten was
redcarded for a foul on
Marouane Chamakh.

Juventus kept their hopes
alive in the same group by
registering their first win of the
campaign with a 1-0 victory
over Israeli outfit Maccabi
Haifa.
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against India starting October 25.
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Australia pacer Mitchell Johnson bowls in a practice session in
Mumbai yesterday. Australia will play seven one-day internationals

FROM PAGE 17
matches will also be played

in Sylhet, Narayanganj and
Feni while the venue of
Khulna was dropped follow-
ing the demotion of Khulna
Abahani KC,

"We must admit we have to
face a little problem to run the
league ahead of the national

Renamed League

played ftor the first three
rounds and then the league
will be suspended until the
finish of the SAFF

Championship, scheduled for
December4-14in Dhaka.

Oct 25: Abahani vs Beanibazar

Asiad cricket

AXP, New Delhi

China'’s cricket chiefs are so
keen (p make a mark in next
year's Asian Games at home in
Guangzhou that they have
sent the women's team to
train in India.

A 15-member squad is
currently learning the
nuances of a sport unfamiliar
in their country in the north-
ern city of Mohali where they
are being hosted by the Punjab

Cricket Association (PCA).

lTeam coach Mamatha
Maben, a former India
women's international, said
cricket was virtually unknown
in China a decade ago and it
was not easy to get girls to play
the sport.

Tigers name
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However he has performed
well in the latter part of the
Bangladesh A team's tour to
Maharashtra,” said Rafiqul
explaining the inclusion of the
tall paceman,

Rafiqul however left room
open for incorporating more
players into the side for the final
twomatches ofthe ODl series.

“Since we are playing the
series at home, we can make
changes as and when requi-
red, “ he said explaining that
the youngster Suhrawardi
Shuvo was in the reckoning.

As pre-determined, no ICL
players were considered for
selection despite Alok Kapali
and Shahriar Nafees putting up
standout performances during
the recently concluded Big Boss
Twenty20 Premier League.

“The cooling-off period is
still in place for the ICL play-
ers, as per the board's direc-
tive. Therefore none of the

Butt, Farhat back for Pakistan

mgricket
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AFP, Lahore

Pakistan on Thursday recalled regular
openers Salman Butt and Imran Farhat in
their squads for next month's limited-
over series and Tests against New
Zealand.

Pakistan will play three one-day inter-
nationals (November 3, 6 and 9) in Abu
Dhabi and two Twenty20 internationals
(November 12 and 13) in Dubai in a series
which was relocated to neutral territory
due to security fears athome.

Pakistan will later fly to New Zealand to
play three Tests, with their home series
also relocated over security fears,

"We have important series against
New Zealand and, after thorough work,
we have announced three squads for
one-dayers, T20s and Tests, in which we
have relied on regularopeners,” chief of
selectors Iqbal Qasim told reporters.

Middle-order batsman Misbahul Haq,
a regular member of the team, however
failed to find a place in any of the three
squads.

Younus Khan will lead the squad in
one-day matches and Tests after he with-
drew his resignation, submitted over
match-fixing allegations.

The allegations were levelled over the
team's defeats against Australia and New

Zealand in the Champions Trophy earlier
this month.

Shahid Afridi will lead the team in the
two'Twenty20 matches.

Pakistan have falled to find a regular
set of openers as no palr has settled at
international level. Butt, dropped for the
Champions Trophy, was recalled for one-
dayers and Tests after scoring a century in
adomesticcompetition,

Farhat, who snapped his ties with the
rebel Indian Cricker League, this month
staged a comeback after two years, The 27-
year-old left-hander is inall three squads,

Opener Khalid Latif also stages a come-
back for the limited over series, while
Imran Nazir found a place in the
Twenty20 squad only.

The selectors were forced to leave out
Mohammad Asif after Dubai authorities
confirmed the controversial paceman
cannot travel o the UAE following his
deportation on charges of possessing a
banned druglast year.

Asif was detained at Dubai airport for
19 days while returning from India after
featuring im the Indian Premier League
(IPL) in 2008.

The 26-year-old was last month
brought back into the squad for the
Champions Trophy following the expiry
of a one-year ban imposed over a failed
dope test in the inaugural season of the
IPLlast year.

He was however selected for the Tests

in New Zealand.

"We were forced to leave out Asif
because of some official problems, but
hope that he keeps fitness and performs
wellin the Tests,” said Qasim.

Also staging a comeback for the UAE
leg is all-rounder Abdul Razzaq, after he
was left out of the Champions Trophy
squad.

ONE-DAYSQUAD

Younus Khan (captain), Salman Butt,
Imran Farhat, Khalid Latif, Mohammad
Yousul, Shoaib Malik, Shahid Afridi,
Abdul Razzaq, Umer Akmal, Kamran
Akmal, Navedul Hasan, Saeed Ajmal,
Umar Gul, Mohammad Aamir, Rao
Iftikhar, Wahab Riaz.

T20SQUAD

Shahid Afridi (captain), Khalid Latif,
Imran Nazir, Umer Akmal, Shoaib Malik,
Kamran Akmal, Abdul Razzaq, Navedul
Hasan, Umar Gul, Mohammad Aamir,
Rao Iftikhar, Saeed Ajmal, Imran Farhat,
Fawad Alam, Sohail Tanveer.

TESTSQUAD

Younus Khan (captain), Khurrum
Manzoor, Salman Butt, Imran Farhat,
Mohammad Yousuf, Shoaib Malik, Fawad
Alam, Faisal Igbal, Kamran Akmal,
Danish Kaneria, Saeed Ajmal, Yasir Arafar,
Umar Gul, Mohammad Asif, Mohammad
Aamir, Abdur Rauf, Umer Akmal, Sarfraz
Ahmed.

NSW a class apart
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In financial terms, the difference between
exiting the tournament in the semifinal
(500,000 dollars) and winning it (2.5 million
dollars) was huge. It's probably fair to say
that there's never been a domestic match
with so much riding on the outcome, Sadly,
the occasion seemed to get to Victoria who
were never in the game after a tidy first over
from Shane Harwood.

David Warner and Phillip Hughes are
quite an opening combination, one deter-
mined to bust the myth that left-handers
make more elegant batsmen. If Hughes'

told him, ‘Mate, we can't afford to do that
at the moment." He played his natural
game after that. "

Only Harwood and Andrew McDonald,
with his slow medium pace pitched short
of a length, adjusted to the conditions.
Siddle was too full and Jon Holland, the
left-arm spinner, was also brutalised. And
though the batting lost some fizz in the
second half of the innings, 169 was at least
30 more than Victoria could reasonably
have expected to chase.

"They took the game to us,” a disap-

left-right combination against the spin-
ners earlier in the game. New South Wales
have been flexible without being gim-
micky, and Katich has had an answer for
every situation, Kieron Pollard excepted.
Brett Lee has bowled with impressive
controland fiery pace, and the support from
Doug Bollinger, Stuart Clark and the innoc-
uous-looking Moises Henriques has been
tremendous. And with Hauritz getting
prodigious turn to go with his new-found
self-belief, no batting side has really looked
at ease against them. Pollard’s heroics in
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