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Theatre

Play: Raja .. Ebong
Onnyanya

Troupe: Prachyanat
Venue: Experimental
Theatre Hall, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: October 26

Time: 7.30pm

WHAT'S
ON THIS

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Indian Princes and
Parisian Jewellors

Venue: La Galerla, Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, 26,
Mirpur Rd, Dhanmondi
Date: October 24-
Navember 5

Time: 10am-12pm, 5-
8:30pm

w?‘

The festival featured performances by artistes from Bangladesh, India and UK.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT The Bangladeshi High Commis-
sioner in the UK, Dr. Syedur
Rahman Khan, was present as the
chief guest. Dr. Khan expressed his
contentment and applauded Ben-
gali International for organising the
first Lalon Utshob in London. He
urged other cultural organisations
In London to come together next
time to put up an even bigger event
next year.

Dr. Khdn said, "Lalon is a symbol
of Bengali secularism and had dedi-
cated his whole life to promote
communal harmony. This

...........................................................

Lalon Utshob (festival) 2009 -- the
first of its kind in UK -- was held
recently in London. The festival
marked the 119th death anniversary
of Fakir Lalon Shai. The festival was
organised by Bengali International,
UK.

The event took place
Centre in East London.

There was a huge interest among
all sections of Bengali expatriates
living in the UK. Despite bad weather

at the Epi

put together this event. Bengali Inter-
national has decided to make this an
annual event."

"Lalon can be a major source of
inspiration for the contemporary
war-torn world with exploitation,
discrimination and fundamentalism
on the rise. We need to uphold the
philosophy of Lalon to make this
world a better, safer and more peace-
ful place.”

Councillor Kazi Khalilur Rahman
OBE delivered a brief speech
emphasising the teachings of Lalon
in combating fundamentalism and

and transportation difficulty in Lon-
don, the event saw a full
house.Artistes performing at the
festival included Gourab and his
team (from Bangladesh); Pandit

endeavour by Bengali International
IS certainly commendable. This
organisation should involve people,
professionals and politicians of the
mainstream British community, so

racism of modern times while
Shaheen Westcombe MBE gave vote
of thanks to the chief guest and the
audience.

Biplob Mondol and Sreeradha
panesiece (fram India);, Gouri
"“Chatdhury, Himangshu Goswami
(from London) and Hirak, Lucky,
Medora, Evana, Eva Hossain, Abbey,
Mosharraf, Nuran Nahar, Dweep,

that they can realise the secular

would help form better understand-
ing between the Bengalis and the
British community."

Chairman of Bengali International,

nature Mﬂgah cultures fﬂlﬁwwd several community leaders

The event has become a talk of the

“and™organisations have ‘already
expressed their interest to join in
such a venture next year. The Bengali
International cultural team has

Solo Photo

Exhibition
Title;
Land of Diversity

Photographer: MM
Zahidur Rahman Bioko

The

Date: October 18-25
Time: 3-8pm

Sonu Niigaam
in Dhaka

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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Popular Indian playback
singer Sonu Niigaam s
now in Dhaka. The artiste
is scheduled to perform at
aconcertat Bangabandhu
International Conference
Centre tonight. The event,
titled 'Sonu Niigaam Back

in Dhaka,' will feature

solo performance by
Sonu.
The concert, presented

by Nokia, has been organ-
iIsed by Fireworks Events
and PR.

This is Sonu's second
visit to Dhaka. Last year
on August 7 the singer
performed at the same
venue to a full house.
Sonu is equally popular
among the elderly, middle
aged and young music
enthusiasts in the sub-
continent.

Venue: Drik Gallery, H 58,
Rd 15A (new), Dhanmondi

g prime

Shachin Dev Burman

Music Fest '09
Organiser: Bonhshikha x
Venue: Shawkat Osman = &
Auditorium, Central Public ' Jas
Library, Shahbagh
Date: Oclober 23-24
Time: 6 30pm onwards
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A launching pad for

Bangladeshi artists
Drawing workshop by Dhaka Art Centre

Painters Aminul Islam, Monirul Islam and Rafiqun Nabi at the workshop.
CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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A studio-based workshop on drawing was
inaugurated recently at Dhaka Art Centre
(DAC), Dhanmondi. Noted painters Aminul
Islam, Rafiqun Nabi and Monirul Islam jointly
Inaugurated the workshop. Sixty young paint-
ers are participating at the three-months long
workshop.

"Drawings are a reflection of the thoughts

~1.....?m Aaslons of an artist..An artist's drawings

B his/Her exppesSiony. Drawing is the

fandamental elemért ‘to become a
painter,” said Nisar Hossain, Professor, Draw-
ing and Painting Department, Faculty of Fine
Arts, University of Dhaka. Hossain is one of the

main aim is to promote Bangladeshi art locally
and abroad. The centre also seeks to reshape
our present art scenario. DAC also has plans to
open a library complete with detailed infor-
mation, biography, published books, cata-

logues and essential information on

Bangladeshi painters.

Regular exhibitions,

discussions, workshops and curetting will also
be vital part of the centre's activities. There will

be a permanent place for printmaking as well.

At the centre, painters, critics, reviewers
and collectors can get together under one roof.
The centre will also mvite well-knowmn critics,
historians, curators and painters from all over
the world as part ofits varied activities.

“Wewant Bangladeshiart to stand outin the
present world context. We want to establish a

Hafa and Rafa representing the Ben- UK, Shams Hoque said, "I'm ecstatic already started planning their second trustees of DAC. proper and methodical system,” said Anis
galiInternational group. that ourorganisation has beenableto Lalon Utshob. DAC 1s a newly established foundation. Its Moquit, trustee ofthe centre.
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