Asian markets edge down

AFP, Hong Kong

Asian markets slipped on Wednesday
as a Wall Street tumble led to profit-
taking, while dealers also awaited key
economic dataoutof Chinaand Japan.

The falls follow broad gains after
recent third-quarter corporate figures
beat expectations.

Hong Kong dropped 0.30 percent,
Sydney 0.16 percent and Shanghai 0.45
percent, while Tokyo was flat.

China Thursday announces third-
quarter gross domestic product data
while Japan reveals its trade figures.

Although China's GDP is expected
to show an on-year expansion of 9.1
percent, many dealers were still ner-
vous ahead of the release.

TOKYO: Flat. The Nikkei-225 edged

down 3.45 points, or 0.03 percent, to
10,333.39.

HONG KONG: Down 0.30 percent.
The Hang Seng Index finished 66.85
pointsdown at22,318.11.

SYDNEY: Down 0.16 percent. The
S&P/ASX 200105t 7.6 points to 4,838.6.

SHANGHAL Down 045 percent,
The Shanghai Composite Index, which
covers both A and B shares, was down
13.87 points to 3,070.59.

SEOUL: Down 0.32 percent. The
KOSPI ended down 529 points at
1,653.86.

TAIPEL: Down 0.67 percent. The
weighted index dropped 52.02 points
to7,701.50.

SINGAPORE: Down 0.68 percent.
The Straits Times Index fell 18,54 points
(02,692.55.

B 2 @he Bb’lﬂu ﬁtar DHAKA THURSDAY OcToBER 22, 2009

BANGKOK: Down 1.27 percent. The
Stock Exchange of Thailand dropped
9.25 pointstoclose at 716.35.

KUALA LUMPUR: Down 0.45 per-
cent. The Kuala Lumpur Composite
Indexlost5.68 pointsto 1,260.06.

JAKARTA: Down 1.02 percent, The
Jakarta Composite Index lost 2543
pointsto 2,476.79.

MANILA: Down 0.86 percent. The
indexslipped 25.36 points to 2,919.90.

Philippine Long Distance
Telephone Co. fell 0.58 percent to 2,565
pesos.

But Energy Development Corp. rose
1.03 percent to 4.90 pesos,

MUMBAIL: Down 1.24 percent. The
30-share Sensex fell 213.84 points to
17,009.17.

Abdur Rob, managing director of National Housing Finance and Investments Ltd (NHFIL), and Md Akter | Brent North Sea crude for
Biswas, deputy managing director of Latif Real Estate Ltd, exchange documents after signing a MoU in | Pecember delivery was off
Dhaka recently. NHFIL launched an Express Way programme for the middle income people to buy flats | 74 cents at 76.50 dollars a

with home loan on easy terms.
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Oil prices fall

AFP, London

Crude oil prices fell on
Wednesday as investors took
profits after a recent rally
sent the market above 80
dollars for the first time in
one year, analysts said.

New York's main contract,
light sweet crude for
December delivery, fell 92
centsto 78,20 dollars a barrel.

Elsewhere on Wednesday,

barrel.
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