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Gridlocks, potholes

FROM PAGE 1
district who had to sweat their

guts out to ensure a road free
from traffic jam.

The officials of the
Narayanganj district admin-
istration and law enforcers
were put on alert on either
side of the Jatrabari-
Kanchpur road for hours
maintain the traffic, esp

cially on the Kanchpu:
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Bridge.

Either side of the bridge
usually witness heavy traffic
gridlock round the clock,
said locals.

Vehicles were not allowed
to pull over on the road even
for a moment causing
immense suffering to pas-
sengers as they couldn't get
off the vehicles at their des-
ignated places while com-
muters waiting for the bus
had to undergo the same
experience.

Even the trucks and other
modes of vehicles parked at
the roadside everyday were
not allowed to move on to
the street as the minister was
scheduled to visit the area.

The" Jatrabari-Kanchpur
road, which has been in
dilapidated condition for
the last several years causing
tremendous sufferings to
commuters and locals, were
repaired for the minister to
enjoy a good ride.

At a view-exchange meet-
ing with reporters and the
locals at the Roads and
Highways Department's
Kanchpur office, the minis-
ter said he came to pay a visit
to Kanchpur Bridge area to
see whether there is any
traffic congestion after he
has read a report in the daily
Prothom Alo's Friday edi-
tion.

“"Where the traffic jam is! |
haven't seen any traffic jam
here. I went over the bridge
several times, but I haven't
seen any gridlock about
which the newspaper ran a
report,” he exclaimed with
surprise.

He suggested that the
media should let him know
about any traffic jam instead
of writing or broadcasting it,
as it would mislead people
and spread panic. "Being a
minister I myself was pan-

icked after reading the news
réport {if the Protfiont Alo,”

he said.
"I went to Chittagong

during the BNP-Jamaat four-
party coalition government
but I did not see any jam
then too,” he said, adding
that if the matter of traffic
jam is everyday affair at
Kanchpur he would have to
arrange a ferry service to
ease traffic jam.

As the minister wanted to
know whether the jam is an
everyday phenomenon
there, Deputy
Commissioner Mohammad
Shamsur Rahman and
Superintendent of Police
Biswas Afzal Hossain
informed him that goods-
laden vehicles ply through
the bridge very slowly and
very often unfit vehicles go
out of order causing fre-
quent traffic jam.

Meanwhile, locals as well
as law enforcers alleged that
some officials of the local
administration in collusion
with the ruling party men
collect tolls from vehiclesson
either side of the bridge
contributing to slow pace of
vehicular movement.

Asked what measure his
ministry would take to ease
traffic jam, Abul Hossain
said he could not do any-
thing overnight.

"It will take time. We need
a eight-lane road but we
have a two-lane road
instead,” he said, adding
that the government would
float tender for the construc-
tion of a four-lane Dhaka-
Chittagong highway in
December.

If the proposed road is
constructed it will reduce
the gridlock significantly, he
added.

He said the second bridge
over the river Shitalakhhya
was scheduled to be inaugu-
rated next January, which
would also help reduce at
least fifty percent traffic
movements on the
Kanchpur Bridge.

The construction work of
the bridge linking Demra-
Sylhet road would be com-
pleted by December this
year, he added.

He also said that third
Shitalakhhya bridge would
also be constructed in

Madanganj area to ease
traffic jam.

Nasaka rejects
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Mozammel Hossain, com-

manding officer of 42 Rifles
Battalion, who led the 10-
member Bangladesh team.

The Myanmar side, led by
Lt Col Me U, Maungdaw unit
commander of Nasaka, how-
ever said the current deploy-
ment of forces was made as
partofaroutine exercise.

The meeting was initiated
in the wake of heightened
tension following Myanmar's
military build-up along the
border with Bangladesh
about two weeks ago.

The Bangladesh team
reached the border town of
Maungdaw in the morning
and discussed with the
Myanmar side various issues
including barbed wire fencing
by Nasaka, push-in of
Rohingyas into Bangladesh,
cross-border smuggling and
exchange of prisoners.

The Nasaka team at the
meeting said they are putting
up fences in line with the
international laws.

Later, Lt Colonel
Mozammel told reporters that
the meeting was fruitful.

Nine Bangladeshi nation-
als, captured by Nasaka, were
handed over to the BDR dele-
gation.

A friendly volleyball match
was organised between the
two border forces on Tumbuk
ground in West Arakan after
the flag meeting.

Meanwhile, Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni at her
office told journalists that a
vested quarter is out to dam-
age the bilateral relations
between Bangladesh and
Myanmar to serve their own
interests.

She also alleged that a
section in the media has been
running news items that
might create misunderstand-
ing between the two coun-
tries.

The foreign minister urged
all to refrain from such activi-
ties for the sake of the country:.

Dipu Moni once again
claimed that mobilisation of
Myanmar troops along
Bangladesh border was part
of their routine exercise,

(Our correspondents from
Bandarban and Cox's Bazar
contributed to this report.)

Dr Nightmare
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Idris was, having treatment
at the outpatient depart-
ment of DMCH but on
October 49 he came to the
emergency department
with severe abdominal
pain.

On-duty doctor sug-
gested an emergency sur-
gery, which was done
around 8:00pm that day. He
had to have a second sur-
gery at 10:00pm, said Idris's
cousin Abdur Rahim.

"The surgeons during the
hour-long first surgery left
the blade inside Idris's
abdomen, stitched him up
and then sent him to the
post-operative room,” he
alleged.

When Idris regained his
senses he started screaming
with severe abdominal pain
and pleaded doctors to do
something about it, said
Abdur Rahim.

The doctor on duty
asked for another X-Ray.
"The X-Ray showed a blade
inside his abdomen and the
doctors immediately oper-
ated upon to removed it,”

‘It was a mistake. We
operated on him immedi-
ately and now he is fine,"
said Ahsan Habib, an assis-
tant registrar of Ward-5
(surgery unit) of DMCH. He
said the patient would
recover within a week.

The second surgery had
to be conducted for the
surgeon's callous mistake,
alleged the patient’s rela-
tive.

Idris, who hails from
Adarsha Gram of Mati-
Ranga in Khagrachhari, said
he was a migrant worker but
he came back last year from
the Middle East where he
had developed the abdomi-
nal pain.

RMG workers
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He said the agitating workers
ia.lm kept confined the officials
in the factory and after the
salaries of September were
disbursed; they were freed at
around 4:30pm.

Police said the Wills Group
laid off their garment Ever
Shaheen last month, as they

— — —

Aman gets
bail in murder
attempt case

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
granted bail to former BNP
state minister Amanullah
Aman in an attempt-to-
murder case filed with
Mohammadpur Police Station
in May this year.

Judge ANM Bashir Ullah of
the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court passed the order
upon a bond of Tk 30,000 with
two guarantors following a
criminal appeal filed by
Aman's lawyers against the
lower court's rejection order.

Moving the bail petition,
defense lawyers told the court
their client was implicated in
the case as part of a conspiracy.
Moreover, his name was in the
first information report. 5o,
they prayed for granting their
client bail, the lawyers added.

On the contrary, the prose-
cution said Aman was arrested
after three arrestees provided
confessional statements on
different dates. So, his bail
should notbe granted.

Earlier on October 12, a
Dhaka court directed the
investigation officer to interro-
gate Aman at the jail gate in
connection with the case filed
by one ofhis party colleagues.

The court also rejected a
remand prayer sought by the
police to interrogate Aman and
the bail petition filed by his
lawyers.

On September 29, the
Detective Branch of Police
arrested him ,at Zia
International Airport.

Osman Gani, a BNP leader
and businessman from Aman's
constituency, filed the case on
May 31 stating he came under a
gun attack at Salimullah Road
in Mohammadpuron May 29.

Fire fighters
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close to an exhaust-fan duct

between two stacks of paperin
the warehouse.

He said tests would be done
todetermine whatitis.

Slag of burnt and wet paper
is obstructing firemen from
removing the stacks of paper
inside the warehouse, he said.
Besides, the heavily stuffed
warehouse has made it difficult
to bring out the un-burnt paper,
even with forklifts, headded.

Razia Begum, chief of the
enquiry committee formed to
investigate the cause of the fire
and to ascertain the extent of
the damage, also had a look at
the chemical and said it cer-
tainly would be sent for exami-
nation.

The committee was sup-
posed to submit its prelimninary
report to the education ministry
by yesterday midnight but the
committee chief said they were
preparing the report and if the
people supposed to receive the
report were not available late in
the night, they would submit it
today.

Meanwhile, Education
Minister Nurul Islam Nahid,
who visited the spot twice
yesterday, told The Daily Star
last night on the spot that the
chemical could be evidence of
sabotage.

He had earlier said the ware-
house indeed suffered extensive
damage.

"Hundreds of tonnes of
paper were gutted and dam-
aged in the fire, smoke and the
water used to douse the fire. The
warehouse also got damaged,"
he said adding that they are yet
to assess the extent of damage
caused by the fire.

The minister, who stayed
there for over three hours dur-
ing his firstvisit yesterday, said it
must be an act sabotage and
those who do not want success
of the government might have
done this.

“We are going to distribute
free textbooks for the first time
and there are many people who
do notwant big successes of the
government,” hesaid.

Asked whether the fire
would hamper government's
free textbook distribution
programme, the minister said,
"Itis obviously hampered it and
will make the task tough but we
are determined to distribute
free books by overcoming such
obstacles.”

"We work considering that
such kind of obstacles would be
inourway,” he added.

"I do not want to say any-
thing on assumption,” he said,
adding, "We are devastated as it
has been done to obstruct our
programnme. But we will over-
come."

NCTB chairman yesterday
failed to say how much paper
was in the warehouse, how
much of it got damaged or
destroyed and how much is still
useable,

The fire fighters and NCTB
officials said around 67,000
reams of paper were stocked in
the depot and over two-thirds of
it seems to have been damaged
ordestroyed.

Over half of the warehouse
has already been cleared of
paper. Ashes and damaged
paper were being taken away by
Dhaka City Corporation gar-
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PM reaches

FROM PAGE 1
Earlier, Sheikh Hasina left

Dhaka for Doha, Qatar, en-
route to Stockholm on
Tuesday night by a Qatar
Airways flight, which reached
Doha International Airport
the same night at 11:25 pm
(local time).

Sheikh Hasina had a bilat-
eral meeting with Director of
Swedish International
Development Cooperation
Agency (SIDA) General Anders
Nordstrom yesterday at her
hotel suite at 4:00pm (local
time).

During her four-day stay
here, Hasina will attend the
opening ceremony of the 4th
edition of the European
Development Days today
(Thursday).

As per the programme
schedule, the Bangladesh
premier will address the ple-
nary session of the EU
Development Days titled
"Climate Change: The Road to
Copenhagen and Beyond" on
Saturday morning.

In her speech Sheikh Hasina
is expected to reiterate her call
for united efforts of the devel-
oping and developed hemi-
spheres to face the challenges
ofthe global climate change.

Besides, the premier will
have bilateral talks with
Swedish Prime Minister
Fredrik Reinfeldt, European
Parliament President Jerzy
Buzek, European Commission
President Jose Manuel
Barroso, Ericsson President
Carl-Henric Svanberg and
Swedish Minister for
International Development
Gunilla Carlsoon.

She will have a meeting
with the Speaker and MPs of

Liberation War

FROM PAGE 1

the foreign diplomats to
remind their governments
about the genocide that hap-
pened in Bangladesh during
liberation war,” Asaduzzaman
Noor MPE, one of the trustees,
told The Daily Star.

He said they took the initia-
tive to facilitate the govern-
ment's move to try the war
criminals.

"I hope the world commu-
nity will know about the war
crime and eventually help
Bangladesh to hold the trial of
war criminals,” He added.

A copy of the book will also
be sent to all foreign embas-
sies in the capital, said a press
release.

The press release states
that the foreign diplomats
sincerely heard speeches
given by the trustees and
expressed their moral support
to the urge of holding trial of
war criminals on the basis of
accountability, transparency
and international standard.

the Swedish Parliament today
and also attend a community
reception by the Bangladeshi
expatriates on Friday.

On Sunday morning, the
PM will leave Stockholm for
Doha to have a significant
meeting with Amir of Qatar on
Monday.

She will also visit a
Bangladeshi school in Doha
on the day. Hasina is sched-
uled to return to Dhaka on
Tuesday afternoon.

Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
will join the Bangladesh dele-
gation in Qatar while State
Minister for Forest and
Environment Hasan Mahmud,
Ambassador M Ziauddin, Press
Secretary to the Prime Minister
Abul Kalam Azad, Mahila
Awami League leaders
Banasree Biswas Smritikana,
Parul Akter and Juba Mabhila
League leader Advocate
Fazilatun Nesa Bappy, among
others, are accompanying the
Prime Minister in her Sweden
and Qatar trips.

JCD leader
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He was shown arrested in the

Pilkhana carnage case yester-
day and was placed on a three-
day remand for interrogation.
The CID had sought a seven-
day remand.

In the forwarding report,
GILD s Additianal
Superintendent of Police
Abdul Kahar Akond, also the
investigation officer, said the
arrestee was involved in mak-
ing provocative statements
against the government while
a procession was brought out
at the city's Hazaribagh area
during the incident. He needs
to be placed on remand to find
out clues about the carnage,
the investigation officer said.

The carnage thattook place
at Bangladesh Rifles head-
quarters on February 25-26
left a number of BDR high
officials including its director
general dead.

Earlier, former BNP law-
maker Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pintu was arrested in this
connection and later he was
placed on remand for several
days. He is now in jail and his
bail was earlier rejected by the
High Court.

Awami League leaderTorab
Ali was also arrested for alleg-
edly helping the BDR muti-
neers. He later gave confes-
sional statements.

A total of 2,025 BDR jawans
and 30 civilians have been
shown arrested for their
alleged involvement in the
incidents.

The CID has so far taken
1,685 BDR jawans and civilians
on remand and 421 have so far
given confessional statements
before magistrates.

Another rapist
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Contacted, Anwar said the girl
was not raped but there were
some "symptoms” to that end.
One the fine money, he said he
kept it to manage different
sections including the police.

Ishaq Ali, officer-in-charge
of Kalapara police, said he had
sent an officer to the spot and
would comment only after his
return.

Superintendent of Police
Shaibal Kanti Chowdhury told
The Daily Star, "We will take
necessary action after running
a proper investigation into
this matter.”

This is the second such
arbitration in Kalapara within
a month in which local arbi-
trators gave verdict in a pun-
ishable offence in a manner
which itself is a cognizable
offence.

Earlier on September 27, 16
alleged rapists were sum-
moned to a local high school

and handed down a fine of Tk
10,000 each after they alleg-
edly picked up a girl and gang-
raped her.

In Galachipa, a 12-year girl
was gang-raped Tuesday night
when the victim was going to
heruncle's house.

The victim's uncle said
three youths -- Liton, Manik
and Yusuf -- picked up her
from Godown Road, took her
to a nearby rice mill and raped
her.

Locals hearing her cry for
help rushed to the spot and
caught Liton, but the other
two alleged rapists managed
to escape.

The victim was admitted to
Galachipa Upazila Health
Complex but was shifted to
Patuakhali General Hospital
later as her condition deterio-
rated.

Police arrested Liton, 27, in
this connection.

Kutubkhali canal
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Over the years the city author-
ities have filled up both sides
of the canal and paved roads
overit.

‘It does not need much
rainfall 1o flood our area.
There is no drainage system
for the rainwater to recede,”
said Atikullah.

He added Mahbubul
Hasan, principal of Jatrabari
Zamia Alia Madrasa, situated
on the bank of the canal, is
trying to fill up its last remain-
ing part to make aroad.

"He has been writing to the
government to turn it into a
road. Well, if we can make a
road here, the price of this
land will increase,” Atikullah
commented.

Locals say just two decades
ago the city authorities filled
up and made a road on the
Dholai Khal and later built the
Kajla road there filling another
part of the canal. The moves
increased inundation in the
area during the monsoon,

parts of Kutubkhali and
Kadamtali canals that are
connected to the Buriganga
through Shyampur have
become vulnerable due to
furtherencroachment.

During a recent field visitin
the area the small traders were
seen virtually grabbing the last
remaining canal in Uttar
Kutubkhali, Dholaipaar and
Dokkhin Kutubkhali and
Kadamtali Zia Colony.

The prime minister
recently called upon all
authorities concerned to
preserve the canals and other
water bodies while inaugurat-
ing the excavation of a canal
and water reservoir in old
airport area of the Bangladesh
Air Force on October 7,

Contacted, Dhaka Water
Supply and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) officials said
they are going to launch a
massive project to recover the
canals from encroachers with
assistance from the World

Delwar urges
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among the parties.

He was addressing a
roundtable discussion organ-
ised by a pro-BNP-Jamat
organisation Nagorik Forum on
‘Cancelling the Fifth
Amendment and Caretaker
Government System: Future
Bangladesh' at the Jatiya Press
Clubyesterday.

"The President can hold
meeting on poverty reduction,
food security, increasing per
capita income issues with all
political parties,” Delwar said.

He also alleged the ruling
Awami League (AL) wants to
regain power through election
manipulation and so they want
to scrap the caretaker govern-
ment system. “The government
also has no right to scrap the
FifthAmendment,” he added.

He questioned the mandate
of then AL government to for-
mulate the constitution in 1972,

“The then government was
elected in 1970 election which
elected members for Pakistan's
National Assembly and East
Pakistan provincial assembly,
how could they formulate the
country's constitution,” said
the BNP lawmaker who also
participated in the 1970 election
andlosttoanAl candidate.

He also said people would
not accept any military treaty
with other country.

Former Chairman of
Transparency International
Bangladesh Prof Muzaffer
Ahmad, opposition Chief Whip
Jainal Abdin Faruk, BNP
Chairperson’'s adviser Brig
(retd) ASM Hannan Shabh, Joint
Secretary General of
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
Barrister Abdur Razzak, BNP
leader Moazzem Hossain Alal,
among others spoke at the
meeting.

Muggers kill

FROM PAGE 16
of Tridhara Development Ltd

at Gulshan, on Link Road at
around 7:30am.

The company's Marketing
Officer Bablu Saha said mug-
gers might have killed Abhijitas
his mobile phone set and
money had beentaken away.

Ram Krishna, a peon of the
company, told The Daily Star
that Abhijit spent the night at
the office and left for the com-
pany owner's residence at
Baddaataround6;30am.

Bablu €2 thESAMREAL

the police as Abhijit did not
return home and his mobile
phone was found switched off.

Locals at Madhya Badda
found Abhijit's body on Link
Road and informed police.

Kazi Wazed Ali, officer-in-
charge of Badda Police Station,
said, "We suspect muggers
might have killed him. We are
investigating the incident.”

Meanwhile, locals found
the body of listed criminal
Maksudur Rahman Babu, 38,
alias Ghoti Babu of Mirpur-1
near Mirpur Government High
Schoolataround 3:00am.

Abdul Latif, OC of Shah Ali
Police Station, said locals
identified Babu, who was
accused in several cases
including two murder cases
with Mirpur Police Station.

He suspected that Babu
might have been killed by his
rivals.

Locals said Babu had been
on the run for the last several
years. But he returned to the
area after Awami League came
to powerand resumed criminal
activities under the shelter of a
local ruling partyleader.

First batch
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will perform hajj this year. Of
them, 8,214 are going to Saudi
Arabia under government
arrangements while 50,420
under private arrangements.

Ofthe total pilgrims, Biman
will carry about 38,634 pil-
grims while Saudi Arabian
Airlines the rest 20,000.

Bangladesh Biman will
carry these pilgrims by 77
dedicated hajj flights and 32
scheduled flights, Of the 77
flights, two flights will be
operated directly from
Chittagong and one from
Sylhet.

Civil Aviation and Tourism
Secretary Shafique Alam
Mehdi, Biman Board
Chairman Air Marshal Jamal
Uddin Ahmed, members of
the Biman Board of Directors,
managing director and CEO of
Biman Air Commodore (retd)
Muhammad Zakiul Islam,
Director Zia (CAAB) Wing
Commander Shahidur
Rahman and other high offi-
cials of Civil Aviation and
Biman were also present on
the occassion.

A special prayer was
offered for the hajjis' welfare
during their pilgrimage to the
holy Makkah.

All pilgrims, travelling by
dedicated hajj flights, will
complete immigration and
customs formalities at the Hajj
Camp while pilgrims of sched-
uled flights at the airport as
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parliamentary committee,

told reporters after its meeting
in Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Hesaid the accused paid the
lawyers the excess amount of
money violating laws, so they
are responsible for financial
damage.

The committee chief said
the district administration
could issue notifications to
recover the money from the
personsresponsible,

He said the erstwhile ACC
also wasted over Tk 6 crore to
conduct 'so-called intelligence
activities',

Talking to The Daily Star
after the meeting, committee
member Mayeen Uddin Khan
Badal said the money was paid
to the intelligence agencies as
'incentives for theirwork'.

"We examined the special
report of the Comptroller and
Auditor General that detected
the irregularities in payments
of money to lawyers and intelli-
genceagencies,” Alamgirsaid.

During the anti-graft drive,
the immediate past ACC
appointed a number of law-
yers with high remunerations
for defending its cases in
courts,

The Cabinet Division on
June 2 in a report placed to the
parliamentary body also said it
was not correct ethically to
keep expensive lawyers
appointed for a long time
instead of taking stepstohave a
permanent prosecution team
forthe ACC.

Alamgir yesterday said the
parliamentary committee also
recommended taking actions
against those who. were
responsible for taking foreign
assistance violating govern-
mentrules,

He said the committee also
found that the immediate past

ACC paid Tk 10cr

ACC did not pay value added

tax to the government for
purchasing vehicles and com-
puters, without floating invita-
tions for tenders.

"We asked the ACC to look
into the matter, so such inci-
dents cannot occur again,” he
added.

He said the incumbent ACC
had to replace 100 officials,
appointed by its predecessor,
who had been getting paid
without doing anything. "Pub-
lic money was wasted that way.
We asked the Cabinet Division
(o take action against the per-
sons who were responsible for
making such idle appoint-
ments,” headded.

The parliamentary body in
June this year summoned
former ACC chief Lt Gen (retd)
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury,
and the incumbent two com-
missioners -- M Habibur
Rahman and Abul Hasan
Manzur Mannan -- to appear
before the committee to dis-
cuss the activities of the imme-
diate past commission.

Following their refusal to
appear before the committee,
the parliamentary body on
June 2 met Speaker Abdul
Hamid and requested him to
take steps to ensure the trio's
appearance. But the speaker
hasyettoresolve the matter.

Asked about a follow up on
the matter, Alamgir said the
committee's decision regard-
ing the summons remains
unchanged and the three must
appear beforeiit.

The committee yesterday
also discussed the status of
implementation of its recom-

mendations on Wasa,
Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation, and Rajuk for
making the government agen-
cies more dynamic and ser-
vice oriented.

22 killed

FROM PAGE 16
The force of the impact was
such that the engine of the Goa
train ended lodged inside the
last carriage of the other
express. Bloodied bodies and
people were pulled from the
wreckage before being ferried to
hospitals byambulance.
Tripathi said initial reports
suggested the Mewar Express

gency chain and the driver of
the Goa express had overlooked
asignal requesting him to stop.

"These are a matter of inves-
tigation and a final conclusion
can only be reached after a
detailedinquiry," hesaid.

The Mehar Express, minus
the damaged carriages, was
later seen arriving in Delhi as
cranes were called in to remove
debris from the site of the acci-
dent.

"There was a loud bang and
we were suddenly thrown out of
our seats,” a passenger told the
Press Trust of India news
agency.

"People and luggage from
the upper berths fell on us and
there was panic everywhere,"
hesaid.

A resident of Kota in
Rajasthan, Saurabh Jain, who
was also in the Mewar Express,
said rescue teams took more
thananhourtoarrive.

AL lawmaker

FROM PAGE 1

the bomb exploded with a
deafening sound leaving at
least 13, including security
guards of the chamber building,
injured and several cars dam-
aged. Taposh's car was also
severely damage with the rear
glass and windshield com-
pletelyshattered.

However, Taposh survived
the incident with minor inju-
ries. He managed to get away
from the scene on the damaged
car and directly went to the
prime minister's Jamuna resi-
dence on Minto Road.

Witnesses said the bomb
was hurled around 8:30pm
when the MP was about to leave
his chamber. Right after the
explosion people surrounded
the lawmaker while others
attended the injured.

The injured were rushed to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
rightaway.

Members of Rapid Action
Battalion, Criminal
Investigation Department and
other law enforcement agencies
rushed to the spot and blocked
theroad.

Deputy Commissianer (DC)
Khandaker Mahid Uddin of
Motijheel zone told The Daily
Star that though the lawmaker
was safe some people were
injuredin the explosion.

Asked the DC said they were
yet to identify the attackers and
ascertain the motive behind the
attack.

Meanwhile, leaders and
activists of different fronts of
Awami league brought out a
precession chanting anti-
Jamaat slogans between Dainik
Bangla intersections and

. saidaDMCHdoctor. did not get
getwork orders, bage trucks, Now the last remaining Banksoon. usual, Shapla Chattar in Motijheel
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- passenger had pulled the emer-

“The injured were wailing.
There was no ambulance to
ferry them to the nearest medi-
cal centres till about 6:45 am,”"
he told the Press Trust of India.

RD Vajpayee, chief spokes-
man for northern railways, said
that the company would pay
500,000 rupees (10,800 dollars)
tothefamilies of the dead.
Thestate-runrailway system
st %Ahd Fi¥An form of lohg-
distance travel in India despite
fierce competition from new
private airlines -- carries 18.5
million people daily.

There are 300 accidents on
the railways every year. In
February, at least 16 people
were killed and 60 injured when
12 carriages of a passenger train
derailedin eastern India.

Past accidents have left
hundreds dead.

Pakistan
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will reopen on Monday," he
added.

Addressing his cabinet, Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani said
“these cowardly acts of terrorists
will not go un-punished” and the
government was "even more
resolute in our commitment to
eradicatetheevil of militancy”.

Mountains, mines and fierce
clashes have slowed Pakistan's
advance in South Waziristan,
where an assault has killed 113
militants but could take longer
than expected, officials said
Wednesday.

Pakistan faces its toughest
military test against the militants
to date in waging its ground
assault on what is part of the
lawless tribal belt where al-Qaeda
and Taliban networks are alleg-
edlyplottingattacks on theWest.

There have been heavy
clashes on the heights overlook-
ing Kotkai, the hometown of
Pakistani Taliban chief
Hakimullah Mehsud and Qan
Hussein, a reputed suicide bomb
trainer, but troops have yet to
stormthevillage.

The army said 15 militants
were killed since its last updated
toll, bringing the overall number
to 113. Three soldiers also died,
including an officer killed during
an armed exchange around the
Taliban bastion ofKotkai.

Death tolls are impossible to
confirm independently with the
area closed and all communica-
tonlines down.

Meanwhile an explosion at
the home of a tribesman in
Pakistan's militant-infested tribal
belt killed three people on
Wednesday, securityofficials said.

"Therewas an explosionin the
house of Gharib Nawaz and three
people died. Initially it was pre-
sumed to have been a US drone
attack but it's not a drone. It was
an explosion in the house,” one
senior security official said.

The incident happened in
the mountains of Spalga about
10 kilometres (six miles) south-
east of Miranshah, the main
town in NorthWaziristan, one of
seven districts in Pakistan's
lawless tribal belt on the Afghan
border.

It was not immediately clear
whether the tribesman, Nawaz,
was affiliated with Taliban or al-
Qaeda networks active in the
area.



