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Take care of migrant workers,

ITAN/

help explore new job markets

Minister tells labour attachés

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Minister for Expatriates’ Welfare and
Overseas Employment Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain yesterday asked the
labour attachés in Bangladesh missions
abroad to take care of migrant workers
proactively and help explore new overseas
job markets.

“The expatriate workers face multifac-
eted difficulties abroad starting from
language, food, culture. Everything goes
against them. But a little support from you
can give them strength to face new chal-
lenges,” he told the labour attachés at the
inaugural session of a training
programme.

The 3-day training for labour attachés
has been organised by the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM) in col-
laboration with the United Nations
Development Fund for Women (Unifem)
at The Westin Hotel in the city.

T'hirteen labour attachés of Bangladesh
missions in the Middle East and South East
Asian countries are attending the
programime.

Stating that the expatnate workers, who

make enormous contributions to the
country's economy, face difliculties in
every process of migration, Mosharraf said
labour officials are the only men to look
after the migrants who olten do not get
adequate wage and work extra hours (o
make up their cost,

Addressing the session as chief guest,
the minister called upon the officials to be
careful in checking the genuineness of
overseas job orders and the wages the
employers are offering.

“The cost will decrease tremendously if
these issues are checked carefully,” he said,
asking the labour attachés to look for new
jobs where “we can prepare our people,
butin no way labour welfare side should be
neglected.”

The minister also told them to give
special attention to female migrant work-
ers.

"As soon as they arrive in a foreign land,
you receive them, give them a mobile
number telling that they could contact
them for any problem,” he added.

Secretary to Expﬂlrmlva welfare minis-
try Elias Ahmed said, “You might not feel
very comfortable while talking to workers,

but keep in mind that they are the ones
who are working hard and sending home
money. You should be proactive to listen to
their problems, Instead of trying to solve
afterany problemarises.”

IOM Regional Representative for South
Asia Rnhuh Fatima sald the three- day
training programme will be utilised to
review the resources, tools and mandate
available to labour attachés in discharging
theirresponsibilities efficiently.

“Keeping in mind the hl nefits that
international migration has to offer, we owe
to migrant workers to provide them with
services that make their migration experi-
ence orderly and beneficial,” she said.

Around 6.5 million Bangladeshi expa-
triates sent home $9.01 billion last year,
which is over §7 billion as of September
this year.

Labour migration last year was around
8.75 lakh, but the number decreased by 47
percent until this year compared to the
corresponding period of last year mainly
due to global recession,

Unifem Bangladesh's National
Programme Manager Naheed Ahmed also

spoke.

BIWTA workers demolish makeshift structures from the west foreshore of the river Shitalakh

during an eviction drive yesterday. (Story on Page 16)
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TESTIMONY OF SIXTY

War museum seeks int'l
help in war crimes trial

DU CORRESPONDENT

Liberation War and 1t is

Noted actorand a trustee of

—

'Elections to
local govt
bodies after
flawless
voter list'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Liberation War Museum made
an appeal to the international
community as well as super-
powers yesterday for their
cooperation and support in
trying the war criminals.

The museum would send
Testimony of Sixty to the
heads of the governments in
different countries, the
authorities declared this at a
press briefing at the museum
in the city yesterday.

In October 1971, SIXty
prominent personalities of
the world, including the US
Senator Edward Kennedy and
Mother Teresa, took position
by their speeches against the
genocides conducted by the
Pakistani army during the

known as the 'Testimony of
Sixty".

On October 21, 1971, the
‘Testimony of Sixty' was
handed over to the heads of all
governments and states seek-
ing their cooperation against
the ongoing genocide by the
Pakistani army during the
liberation war.

The authorities said the
initiative was taken to com-
memorate the day as well as to
seek cooperauon from the
international community in
order to facilitate the trial
Process.

The Testimony of Sixty

would alsgsbe handed ovepi0..

the museum Aly Zaker at the
briefing said the testimony
would be placed to expedite
the trial process.

“It [trial of war criminals]
would not be questioned if the
world community stays with
us,” he added.

Members of the trustee
board would submit the 'Testi-
mony of Sixty’ to the embas-
sies of different countries in
Dhaka, including the US,
Russiaand French.

Speakers at the briefing
also called on the government
to start a proper investigation
into the war crimes.

Museum trustees Dr

the glubdfﬁtders at the UN‘""'Sam ar Ali, Rabiul Hussain,

Headquartéys ip New ‘r,’d%l ’

theyadded.

Ziauddin Tarig and Akku
Chowdhury were present.
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Rover scouts of different education institutions and social workers of Satayu Angan take out a
colourful procession in the city on the occasion of the World Osteoporosis Day yesterday. SA Mallick,
managing director of New Zealand Dairy Products Bangladesh, led the procession sponsored by

Anlene.

'Chinese language can boost ties with Dhaka’

METRO DESK

Dissemination of Chinese
language in Bangladesh can
further strengthen Dhaka-
Beijing ties, said Chinese
Ambassador to Bangladesh
Zhang Xianyi while opening a
five-day Chinese Film Show in
the city yesterday, says a press
release.

On the occasion of the 60th

founding anniversary of the
People's Republic of China and
as a prelude to the kick-start of
the Chinese language courses,
the CRI-SMF Confucius
Classroom organised the show.

Shanto-Mariam University
of Creative Technology Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr Shamsul
Haq presided over the func-
ton.

Yang Weiming, director of

CRI-SMF Confucius
Classroom, informed that the
classes of the Classroom would
start on October 29 while the
enrollmentis goingon.

The Confucius Classroom, a
brainchild of Chinese
Language Council, is a joint
venture of Shanto-Mariam
Foundation and China Radio
International, the biggest
overseas broadcaster of China.

Dhaka YMCA
executives

METRO DESK
J] on as
Dhaki, a
business-
man and
s o0oclial
worker, has
b e € n

- elected
president of Dhaka YMCA for
the term 2009-10, says a press
release.

Sylvester Halder, Nuton
Jakarias Rodrigues, Kamol
Gomes and Lawrence S Roy
were elected as directors for
the next three years (2009-
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WEATHER
Dry weather likely

country, Met Office said.

6:59am tomorrow.

and Jessore.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over
the countryin the next 12 hoursas of 6:00pm today.
Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

The sun sets in the capital at 6:27pm today and rises at

Yesterday's highest temperature of 34 degree Celsius was
recorded at Jessore and the lowest of 19 degree at Srimongal

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

2012). And Barnabas Binode
Biswas and Marcel A Gomes ‘" ' idityi
1

were elected as vice president, e ng,ff;ﬂfe g lpl;;z::}lgg;:
Kamol Gomes as treasurer and Max ‘ Min Morning Evening
Tarsicius Palma as general Dhaka 32 5 20.8 53 ‘ 56
WEEAELALY. Chittagon 31.8 23.2 73 64

Ihey were elected at the Rajshaii . 31.5 20.3 67 70
43rd annual business meeting Khulna 3.0 220 67 60
of Dhaka Y}‘ICA at Botomli Barisal 93.2 20.7 73 91
Home Girl's High School Svlhet 31.9 24.0 90 90
auditorium at Farmgate in the C!:)x' s Bazar33.5 24 564 58 )
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Election Commissioner (EC)
Brig Gen (retd) M Shakhawat
Mossain yesterday said elec-
tions to local government
bodies, including Chittagong
City Corporation (CCC),
would be held after the fresh
voter list is made correct and
free of faults.

He hoped the CCC election
would be held by June next,
saying that the time is suffi-
cient to finalise the voter list
aftercompleting all processes.

Enlistment of unusually
increased number of voters
raised doubts about the clarity
of the ongoing fresh voter
listing processes in Cox's
Bazar and Chittagong, he
added.

Shakhawat said this after
inaugurating a workshop on
'Promoting electoral system'
at LGRD auditorium at
Sholoshaharin the port city.

As per the statistics of
Elecion Commission, num-
ber of new voters usually
increases by five percent
during the update on voter
listing, he noted.

But, over 10 percent
increase in voters in the fresh
voter listing at several berder-
ing upazilas in Cox's Bazar
raised ‘doubts. Around 30
percent of this unusual num-
ber of increased voters was
reported as Rohingyas,

At the same time, increase
of voters ranged between 22
and 25 percent in several wards
under CCC, raising suspicion
of enlisting double or fake
voters, observed the EC.

He said negligence by
numerators engaged in field
data collection might have
created a scope for Rohingyas
to enlist them as voters.

Besides, undue political
pressure also might be a rea-
son behind such excessive
enlisting there, said the EC,
calling on the election officials
to remain alert to this matter.

He mentioned that
Election Commission halted
the voter listing process and
formed a committee to exam-
ine the newly prepared voter
listin Cox's Bazar.

Ifany of the election person-
nelis found involved in enlisting
Rohingyas or fake voters, he or
she must face stern punitive
action, hewarned.

Chittagong Divisional
Election Commission MAN
Siddique presided over the
workshop.

One killed in
road accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

One person was killed and two
others were injured in a road
accident on Dhaka-Barisal
highway at Pantapara village
under Kalkini upazila in
Madaripur on Monday night.

The dead was identified as
Ripon Khan, 32, a cloth traders
of Madaripur Puran Market.

Source said the accident
occurred at 9:00pm while a
Barisal-bound microbus
collided head-on with a
motorbike, which left motor-
bike rider Ripon and two
others injured.

Ripon succumbed to his
injuries on his way to Faridpur
Medical College Hospital, The
body was sent to hospital
morgue for autopsy.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Visually impaired students of
Baptist Mission Integrated
School (BMIS) at Mirpur
yesterday proved that the
blind using computers is no
longer a fantasy,

At a workshop held at the
BMIS campus, they demon-
strated their skills with Screen
Reading Software designed
for the blind and the short-
sighted.

The workshop titled 'In-
troduction to computer
literacy for people who are
blind or visually impaired'
was organised under the
Technical Vocational
Education and Training

(IVET) Refarm. project of

International Labour
Organisation and the
Bangladesh government and
funded by the European
Commission.

Speakers at the workshop

Workshop on

cleaners' safety
METRO DESK

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) organised a workshop
on cleaners' safety and sanita-
tion at Mohanagar Natto
Monch in the city on Monday;,
says a press release.

Different sessions of the
workshop explained the
importance of using safety
gears, first aid kit, and to give
clear guidance on how these
should be appropriately used.

Chief Waste Management
Officer of DCC Captain Bipan
Kumar Saha in his speech
encouraged the cleaners by
saying "you are all part of us
and it is our duty to fulfill your
ultimate right of safety and
security.”

He also requested them to
follow the sanitation system
and maintain proper
healthcare so that they can all
work and live well.

Along with a series of
cleaner’'s workshops, DCC
together with JICA ExpertTeam
IS renovating and constructing
ward solid waste management
offices in order to strengthen
the their functions to better
serve thecitizens,

Appeal for help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shahnaz
Begum, a
fourth-class
employee of
the Election
Commission
Secretariat,

suffering from cancer, says a
press release,

She is now undergoing
treatment at a city hospital
under the care of Prof Dr
Tofazzal Hossain.

Doctors said Shahnaz
needs immediate advanced
treatment abroad involving a
huge amount of money which
her husband, a small trader,
cannotafford.

So the mother of a two-
year-old daughter has
appealed to well-off people of
the society for financial assis-
tance to save her life.

Contributions can be sent
to Shahnaz Begum, Savings
Account No 34059499, Janata
Bank, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Branch, Dhaka,

Interested persons can also
contactat01726672845.

Blind using computers
now a reality

said making ICT accessible to
the blind or shortsighted
people can help empower
them and lead them to mean-
ingful employment opportu-
nities instead of just living a
life of neglect.

It can also help them be
informed and share informa-
tion, theyadded.

Stewart Hamling, a blind
IT expert from Australia,
conducted the workshop.

He introduced the Screen
Reading Software to the blind
BMIS students, teachers and
representatives from organi-
sations working with the
blind.

Hamling, who is an IT
change ' coordinator for 'an
electricity generating company
in Australia, said, ™Visually
impaired people can realisti-
cally leverage these technolo-
gies to help achieve important
goals in life, It also enables
communication between the

visuallyimpaired.”

At the inaugural ceremony
of the workshop, Stefan
Frowein, EC Ambassador to
Bangladesh, said blind stu-
dents can turn their lives
around through training like
anyotherable person.

This workshop is aimed at
raising awareness about the
potentiality they have to offer.

Computer training will
improve their general educa-
tion by enabling them to
easily access documents,
books, newspapers, internet
and educational
programmes, he added.

Arthur Shears, chief tech-
nical adviser, TVET Project,
Ross'Alan Hatton, skills frain-
ing for under-privileged.
adviser, TVET, 'Harunur
Rashid, programme officer of
TVET, and Sylvia Santosree
Mazumder, principal b6f
BMIS, also spoke on the
occasion.

Domestic help
found dead
at Bagmara

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Police recovered the body of a
teenage girl at Mohonganj
under Bagmara upazila yester-
day noon, some 12 hours after
her death as locals forced the
law enforcers to do so, alleging
thatshe was tortured to death.

The victim identified as
Kulsum Khatun alias Sathi, 20,
of Mirzakalu village in Bhola.

Police said the body was
sent to Rajshahi Medical
College morgue foran autopsy.

Brought to Baghmara as a
domestic help for a house of
one Mojibor Rahman at
Mohonganj, the girl was
reportedly being used as a sex
worker, villagers said.

Officer-in-Charge of
Bagmara Police Station Harun-
ur Rashid said Sathi was taken
to Rajshahi city on Monday
morning as she was suffering
from excessive bleeding and
jaundice. As she died there, her
body was taken to Bagmara
again.

Xs the house owner
attempted to take away the
victim's body in the dark of the
night from the house again
without informing the police,
the locals laid siege to the
house.

The villagers guarded the
body whole night until police

reached the spot around 12
noon yesterday and recovered
the body.

Locals said sex workers have
been using the house forlong.

Mohonganj UP chairman
Harun-ur Rashid alleged that,
“We informed the police on
that night, but they came 12
hourslater.”

“We did not respond as it
was not possible for us to exam-
ine the body in the dark of night
at the remote village,” said the
OC.

Quoting the inquest report,
the OC said no signs of torture
were found on the body.

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
first death
anniversary
of Md Abul
Hossain,
former
headmaster
of Magh-
bazar T&T High School in the
city, says a pressrelease.

On the occasion, a doa and
milad mahfil will be held at his
village home at Goyhata of
Nagarpur in Tangail

Relatives, friends and
admirers are requested to
attend the function.
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GlaxoSmithKline Bangladesh and Mutual Food Products Ltd bring
out a colourful procession at Konabari in Gazipur on the occasion

of World Food Day on October 16.

CATTLE MARKETS

Khoka makes
apology to
High Court

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka yesterday
apologised to the High Court
(HC) for violating its directives
regarding the cattle markets
before the upcoming Eid-ul-
Azha.

In an affidavit submitted
to the court, the mayor stated
that his office will not allow
any cattle market on open
places or streets in Dhaka
before the Eid-ul-Azha as per
the court directives.

On June 29 this year, the
HC in a judgement directed
the DCC not to allow any
cattle market on open places
or streets in Dhaka before the
Eid-ul-Azha and to take steps
to dispose of the remains of
sacrificial animals within 24
hours after these are slaugh-
tered.

The court also asked the
DCC mayor to submit a report
on the implementation of its
directives by October 11 this
year.

As the mayor did not sub-
mit any report by the stipu-
lated period to the court,
Advocate Asaduzzaman
Siddiqui, on behalf of Human
Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh (HRPB), filed the
contempt of court petition
with the court against Khoka
onOctober 14.

After hearing the con-
tempt petition, the HC bench
of Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed
and Justice Moyeenul Islam
Chowdhury yesterday fixed
Wednesday for order on the
petition.

Advocate Manzill Murshid
appeared for HRPB while Dr
Kazi Akhter Hamid stood for
DCC mavyor.

Obituary

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Reza-E-Sattar Faruk, a free-
dom fighter, passed away due
to heart disease at Holy Family
Red Crescent Hospital in the
city on Monday night at the
ageof62.

He left behind his mother,
wife, two daughters and a host
of relatives to mourn his
death.

He was buried at Barisal
Muslim graveyard with state
honour.

Ashraf Girani
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Ashraf Girani, a freedom
fighter in Tangail and agricul-
ture secretary of the central
committee of Jatiya Party
(Ershad), passed away due to
cardiac arrest at his relative's
residence at Polashtoly in
Tangail town early yesterday at
the age of 65.

He was buried with state
honour at his family graveyard
at Gourangi village under
Ghatail upazila.

Rafiqul Islam Shishu
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Rafiqul Islam Shishu, former
senior vice president of Sylhet
city unit of BNP, passed away
due to ailment on Monday at
theage of 70.

He left behind his wife, son,
two daughters and a host of
relatives to mourn his death.

He was buried at his family




