1 6 DHAKA TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2009

www.bsrm.com

“The only sensible choice.

BSRMly'i

N treme!

the next generation steel

SUr

3 L‘. (C {@I[L-‘.‘é

m1ﬂjﬂ

The Baily Star

Buy specific models of
TRANSTEC Refrigerator

LOup III_ U;' ._IIT_.IJ.*I r" Dry “mm

bt
TRANSCOMW

Your Trusted Flectronice Hoecailei
For More Irdorrraetion BAESEIGE 06 017718 ansEana

WA P PP L g

Get upto

Tk.1,200

Discount and
scratch card gifts, *

BNP's amended charter
makes way for Tarique

Post of senior joint secy general created;
chairperson's tenure increased

RAKIB HASNET SUMAN

power of the chairperson’ however was
not curtailed in the amended constitu-
tion, rather the tenure of the chairperson
was increased to three years from the
previous two years.

“As the chief executive of the party, the
chairperson will control, monitor, and
coordinate all activities of the party and
will control, oversee, and coordinate
activities of all committees of the party,”
says the amended constitution.

The party however brought another
amendment to its constitution, which
empowers the national council to elect

members of the national standing com-
mittee, the highest policy making forum,
Earlier, only the chairperson had the
authority to nominate members to that
committee.

Observers say the limits of the chair-
person's authority still remain vague in
the amended constitution.

On September 13 last year, following a
standing committee meeting of the party,
Tanbir Ahmed Siddiky, a former commit-
tee member who is now expelled from the
party, told the media that the committee

SEE PAGE 7 COL 1

BNP has incorporated in its amended
constitution a new post of senior joint
secretary general, which has been held by
Tarique Rahman, son of Chairperson
Khaleda Zia.

Party insiders are considering the
move as a manoeuvre for creating an
opportunity for Tarique to be a councillor
in the party’s upcoming national council
expected to be held on December 8 this
year, after 16 long years.

'he much talked about 'absolute

Hasina, 3 others
cleared of
graft charges

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday cleared
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and three others of charges in a
corruption case following an
appeal by the Anti-Corruption
Commuission (ACC).

ACC Deputy Director
Mohammad Moniruzzaman
Khan, also investigation offi-
cer (10) of the case, submitted
the final report on Sunday to
the Dhaka Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court citing no
instance of misuse of power by
anyoftheaccused.

The commission also
appealed to the court to
exempt the accused as their
involvement in the incidents
was not proved.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Slack coordination
worsens traffic mess

Officials blame manpower shortage

TAWFIQUE ALI

High officials of half a dozen government agen-
cies responsible for the city's traffic manage-
ment have attributed their failure to control the
perennial traffic mess to lack of manpower,
logistic support and coordination.

However, the city dwellers allege that cor-
rupt practices by the authorities are also work-
ing behind the failure. A top official wishing
anonymity also said the government agencies
cannotactaccordingly because of corruption.

Dhaka Transport Coordination Board
(DTCB), Traffic Department of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP), Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk), Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) and Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) are responsible for traffic

gridlocks.

management of the mega city.

Transport experts say lack of a coordinated
transport planning, negligence of authorities
concerned, occupying roads and footpaths are
among the main reasons behind the traffic

DTCB Additional Executive Director SM
Salehuddin said, “It (DTCB) is a toothless
agency in terms of authority and manpower.”
He said lack of proper coordination in traffic
management system is undoubtedly a fore-
most reason behind the tailbacks.

BRTA Assistant Director Mohammad
Shahidullah said one hundred vehicles on an
average get registration every day in Dhaka
meaning around 36,000 vehicles come on the
city roads in a year.
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Islami Andolan Bangladesh brings out a procession, heading towards the Indian High Commission, yesterday protesting the proposed Tipaimukh Dam on the Barak in

India. The photo was taken near Shanti Nagar Bazar. Story on page 3.
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AL, Jubo League
men tight for DCC
contract: 5 hurt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Activists of ruling Awami League and its youth wing Jubo League
yesterday clashed in front of Dhaka City Corporation office over
submission oftenders, leaving at least five persons injured.

On the closing day for dropping tenders for a lease and three
construction works involving over Tk 10 crore, situation in the
Nagar Bhaban area was tense throughout the day.

Despite huge deployment of police, leaders and workers of
AL, Jubo League, Swechchasebak League and Chhatra League

swarmed around the DCC office.

The contracts include construction of a community centre at

acostof Tk 8 crore in ward-70.

Sources said a scuffle broke out ataround 1:00pm when some
Jubo League men waylaid ward-56 unit AL leader Fazar Ali and
his associates coming out of the DCC office after dropping ten-

derforthelease ofa parkingspace in frant of the Shishu Park.

As the two groups brawled and chased each other, at least five
of them were wounded. Police had to charge baton to disperse
them.

The injured were admitted to Dhaka Medical College

Hospital.

Talking to The Daily Star, Magistrate Khalilur Rahman of the
DCC Estate Department said the incident did not hamper the

tender submission as it took place out of the office and after the
tender dropping period ended at 12:30pm.
He said as part of the cautionary measures, they had

deployed police around the tender boxes on the third floor.
Rezaul Karim, officer-in-charge of Shahbagh Police Station,
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FALSE CASES FILED
Star's Bogra
reporter held,

freed on bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hasibur Rahman Bilu, The
Daily Star's senior staff corre-
spondent in Bogra, was
arrested in two false cases and
later released on bail yesterday.

Bogra Sadar police made
the arrest at around 3:30pm
and let him out on bail under
Section 494 of the penal code
ataround 7:00pm.

Bilu, who will have to seek
bail from a court today, alleged
that a powerful district admin-
istration official forced police
to record two false cases on
fraud charges and arrest him.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Correction

In a report headlined "Shrink-
ing days seek timeout for day
plan,” run by The Daily Star on
October 16, Hamida Ali's name
erroneously appeared as the
principal of South Breeze
School. Actually, Hamida Al is
the principal of South Point
School and College. We regret
theinadvertent mistake.

Pak troops tight Taliban

militants on 3 fronts

Jets keep on pounding bases close to Afghan
border; 9 soldiers, 78 militants killed so far

AP, AFP, Dera Ismail Khan rity forces losses are two soldiers and 12
injured,” Major General Athar Abbas told the
firstnews conference on the operation.

“The high-level targets are the leadership.
We hope to get the leadership,” Major General
Athar Abbas told the first news conference
since the military launched the offensive on
Saturday:.

He said the latest fatalities brought to nine
the number of soldiers and 78 the number of
militants killed since the operation began early
Saturday.

The figures were impossible to confirm with
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Troops fought militants on three fronts and
fighter jets bombed insurgent positions yester-
day as Pakistan pressed ahead with its assault
on an al-Qaeda and Taliban sanctuary close to
the Afghan border.

Pakistan's military vowed Monday to target
the Taliban leadership in the ground and air
offensive launched against the Taliban in South
Waziristan which it said had so far killed 78
militants.

“The last 24 hours, reportedly 18 terrorists

have been killed in various incidents and secu-

ATTACK ON REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS

Iran blames US,
Britain, Pakistan

AFP, Tehran
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