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aw soon to ensure rights ot

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday said the govern-
ment would formulate a law
to ensure the rights of per-
sons with disabilities and
they would also get the
opportunity to have their say
onit.

Process is also underway to
introduce quota for them in
government services, includ-

She said physically and
mentally challenged people
would be included in the next
census and the Disabled
Welfare Act would be
reformed.

She also stressed the need
to change the people's atti-
tude towards this challenged
group.

The National Grassroots
Disability Organisation and
the National Council of the
Disabled Women in associa-

tion with the Action on
Disability and Development
(ADD) organised the conven-
tion.

About 2000 persons with
disabilities from 32 districts
took partin the convention.

Speaking on the occasion,
Social Welfare Minister
Enamul Haque Mostafa
Shahid said the government
has taken various steps for the
empowerment of this under-
privileged group.

More special schools and
colleges would be set up in
different districts to ensure
their right to education, he
added.

"The government has also a
plan to establish industries in
every district to provide
employment opportunities
for the physically challenged
people,” he said adding that
the government has also a
plan to extend interest-free
loan facilities to them and to
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Suman, a boy with disabilities, holds out packets of popcorn to an autorickshaw passenger at an
intersection near the FDC at Karwan Bazar yesterday. He lost one of his legs and a foot in a train
accident some five years ago. But instead of being a burden on other people, he struggles to earn a

living. He lives with his grandparents after the death of his parents.

Islami Andolan
procession disrupts
traffic movement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Traffic movement was dis-
rupted at Malibagh intersec-
tion and its adjacent roads in
the city yesterday for around
one and a half hours as police
intercepted there a protest
procession of Islami Andolan
Bangladesh heading towards
the Indian High Comnussmn
tolayasiege.

\'&’hen the pmcessmn
reached the area from
Muktangan, police inter-
cepted it by putting up barbed

wire fences on both sides of
the road.

Police set up the barricade at
around 12:30pm and lifted it at
2:00pm causing sever traffic
congestions in the intersection
and its adjacent areas.

Around 3000
processionists led by
Charmonai Pir Maulana Syed
Rejaul Karim, who is also Amir
of Islami Andolan Bangladesh,
were protesting the construc-
tion of Tipaimukh Dam in the
Monipur state of India and
demanding the withdrawal of

the Indian High
Commissioner Pinak Ranjan
Chakravarty.

Earlier, the processionists
held a rally at Muktangan at
around 12:00noon.

Addressing the rally, the
speakers criticised the govern-
ment for its weak foreign policy
and said if the dam is con-

the countrywill turn into desert.

They also demanded with-
drawal of the Indian high com-
MISSIONer.

The speakers said the gov-
ernment is trying to make the
county a part of India by allow-
ing the construction of the dam
and connecting the country
with the Asian Highway.

They also slated the govern-

«ment’s dmft education, poljcy

and demanded. is. cancella-
ton.

They said the government
excluded Islamic education
form class one and two and
included other subjects leading
the students to un-Islamic
culture.

Jagjit performs
Ghazal
on Nov 4

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ProminentIndian Ghazal singer
Jagjit Singh will perform at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre in the cityon
November4.

He will perform here in an
invitaton of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BKMEA).

The BKMEA invited Singh on
the occasion of its 5th Knitexpo
to be held at Sheraton Hotel
from November2to4.

AUG 21 ATTACK
HC issues

rule on govt
over Salam
Pintu's bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yester-
day issued a rule upon the
government to explain within
two weeks why former BNP
deputy minister Abdus Salam
Pintu should not be granted

bail in August '?l grenade
'atlackd‘tse :
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Thé HC bench of Justice
Syed Muhammad Dastagir
Husain and Justice Md Rais
Uddin issued the rule upon a
bail petition filed by the defen-
dant.

Pintu was arrested on
January 17 last year in the
grenade attack case.
On October 13 this year, the
HC, upon an application,
directed the authorities con-
cerned to interrogate Pintu at
the jail gate in the cases
against him and also asked the
authorities to make arrange-
ments for his treatment, if he
(now in Dhaka Central Jail) is
il

Pintu filed a petition with
the HC in August, seeking bail
in this case.

Advocate Khandaker
Mahbub Hossain appeared for
Pintu while Additional
Attorney General AKM Zahirul
Hoque stood for the govern-
ment.

structed at least 22 districts of

Two killed in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The body of Russel was sent to DMCH for

A mob beat a snatcher to death and injured the
other at South Badda while police recovered the
body of a youth wrapped in sack from
Dholaikhal in the city yesterday.

The deceased were identified as
Mohammad Russel and Faruque Hossain,

Officer-in-Charge (OC) Kazi Wajed Ali of
Badda Police Station said an agitating mob beat
Russel to death while he along with his accom-
plices were trying to snatch with a toy pistol at

around 6:00am.

The OC said they seized the toy pistol form
the spot while they rescued injured Milon who
is undergoing treatment at Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital (DMCH) in critical condi-

tion.

autopsy.

Theotheraccomplices managed to escape.
Meanwhile, Sutrapur police recovered the
body of Faruque from Lalmohan Saha Street at

Dholai Khal area.

Quoting Faruque's younger brother Zahid,
police said Faruque came to his house on
Sunday and he was supposed to appear before
a Dhaka courtin a case.

After receiving a cell phone call at noon,
Faruque came out from the house at

Ahmednagar in Mirpur-1, and since then he

was missing.

Police said Faruquewasan accusedinadrug
and a murder case,

Zahid filed a case with Sutrapur Police

Station in this connection yesterday:

ing civil service, she said while
inaugurating the 5th National
Convention of the Disabled at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre.

The government has
already introduced quota for
this special group for the posts
under the ‘class four’ category,
Hasina said.

"Steps have already been
taken to recruit visually
impaired people as teach-
ers in resource schools.
Quota will also be intro-
duced for physically chal-
lenged persons for the
posts of teachers in primary
schools,” she said.

The prime minister said
information technology-
based tele-centres would be
set up in every union to create
employment opportunities
for the physically challenged
persons.
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, persons with disabilities: PM

start e-banking for women
with disabilities.

Umme Kulsum Ranjana,
president of the National
Council of the Disabled
Women, highlighted the
problems and discrimination
facing the people with disabil-
ities.

ADD Country Director
Mosharraf Hossain said social
movementis needed to ensure
the rights of the people with
disabilities.

Partisanship, vested interests
threat to press freedom

Speakers say at seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Partisanship and vested business inter-
ests of a section of the media are posing a
threat to the freedom of the press and
affecting the quality of journalism, which
eventually create obstacles to national
unity and good governance, media

cexperts sald ata seminag yesterday.

Bangladesh- saw, a revolutionary
change in the media, especially in the
private sector, after the revival of democ-
racy in the '90s, but partisanship of the
media houses and business interests are
tarnishing the image of journalism, they
said.

The National Press Club organised the
seminar on '‘Bangladesh's Mass Media is
at Crossroads’ on its premises to marking
its 55th anniversary.

Speaking on the occasion, Editor of
The News Today Reazuddin Ahmed
referred to a new newspaper, which is yet
to come out, and said its publisher was

surprised to know thatonly Tk 100 crore is
enough to publish a newspaper. Money is
notamatterof concern for him.

"That publisher has earmarked an
annual allocation of Tk 1,200 crore for his
newspaper. This is beyond imagination.
This money will come from rivers and

canals,” headded.

' ‘Mizahur Rahman Shelley, chairman of

, Bangladesh Media Commission, in his

keynote speech said, "Private investment
played an important role in development
of the media in mid-nineties. But only a
few newspapers and weeklies could
establish themselves while others are
used as a tool to achieve political, com-
mercial and personal gains."

Such newspapers can neither main-
tain their standards nor provide salaries
and other facilities to newsmen and other
employees, he added.

He also said it is a good sign that the
government has been issuing licences to
more television channels, but they may

partisan and vested interests,

fall under the grip of those who are the
supporters of this government, which will
only boost partisanship in the media.

Even the government agencies pub-
lish advertisements in the newspapers of
their choice by ignoring the advertise-
ment guidelines, which only serves
said
Shelley, also the editor of the Asian
Affairs, aquarterly.

" Journalist Swapan Kumar Saha alleged
that licences are being issued to television
channels and newspapers on political
considerations.

In absence of a policy, the number of
media houses is increasing, but the stan-
dards of journalism are notimproving, he
said.

National Press Club President Shaukat
Mahmud, General Secretary Kamaluddin
Sabuj, freedom fighter Abdul Hye,
Advisory Editor of The Independent
Golam Tahabur and journalist MA Aziz
also spoke.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks at the 5th National Convention of the Disabled at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in
the city yesterday.

Meena Day
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Meena Day will be celebrated
across the country today with
the theme 'Child friendly
education’, says a pressrelease.

The theme has been cho-
sen as there are still many
children who are not going to
school but it is possible to
bring every children to school
if schools are be more inclu-
sive using child friendly teach-
ing techniques.

On the occasion, Unicef
organised a programme at
LGED conféerence foom at
Agargaon in the city.

Around 400 children along
with their parents, teachers
and education officials will
take part at the programme.

| The children will participate

in different events, including
drawing, reciting and perform
on the Meena themes.

The day is celebrated every
year in the country since 1998
after Meena became the most
popular animated girl charac-
ter who stands for child rights
and gender equality.

nationwide.

their all out support to us.

landmark transaction.

OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE TO ALL

It IS our pleasure to announce that the subscription
of Grameenphone's Public Offering of shares has
been completed on October 8, 20089.

We are delighted to receive a record number of more
than one million applications

from Investors

We convey our heartfelt gratitude to the Securities
and Exchange Commission, BTRC, Bangladesh Bank,
Dhaka Stock Exchange, Chittagong Stock Exchange,
Citigroup Global Markets, Underwriters, Bankers ta
the Issue, Satcom IT Ltd, COBL, RISC and others for

We look forward to a continued partnership with all
our stakeholders for a successful completion of this
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