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LPG supply to Sylhet nosedives

Bottling plant compelled to run only 6-7 days a month

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sythet

The authorities of LP Gas Ltd, one
of the two bottling plants of
Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC), have been
compelled to run the plant for
only 6-7 days a month, due to
drastic fall in supply of liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG), from
Rupantarita Prakritik Gas
Company Limited (RPGCL),
another sate-run company.

The supply was 400 metric tonnes
(MT) in July but nose-dived to 200 MT
in August and onlyl50 MT in
September, sources said.

The fall in LPG supply came at
a time when its demand in the
market in Sylhet as well as in
other parts of the country has
gone up in recent months, BPC
sources said.

The plant now bottles only 12,000
to 16,000 cylinders of LPG per month
in place of 30,000 to 40,000 a month
previousely. The supply fell to 150 to
200 MT of LPG in place of 500 to 550
MT per month. The short supply
began in July this year, sources

informed.
The national demand for LPG is

about one lakh MT, 60 per cent of
which is met by private companies
like Total, Basundhara, Jamuna and
Cleanheat and all of them import
LPG. Of the BPC run two bottling
plants one in Chittagong with annual
bottling capacity of 15,000 MT and the
other in Sylhet with capacity of 8,000
MT the later one only uses locally
extracted gas.

The private companies supply 12
kg cylindered gas at Tk 800 to 900
while BPC supplies 12.5 Kg cylinder
for Tk 700 to 750. However, when
supply falls down, the price goes up to
Tk 800 to 850.

Both the quality and quantity of

the Natural Gas liquid (NGL),
supplied by Sylhet Gas Fields
Limited (SGFL), has fallen in
recent months, causing great loss
for state run companies such as
RPGCL has been compelled to
flare out the raw NGL worth about
Tk 10 lakh everyday.

However, denying their responsi-
bility, officials of RPCGL and SGFL
have been blaming each other for the

present crisis. A high level technical
probe into the matter can fix up the
responsibility, a number of officials
observed.

RPGCL produces LPG at two of its
fractionation plants by processing
NGL supplied by SGFL. But due to
poor supply of NGL, RPGCL was
compelled to keep one of its plants
shut, said an official.

RPGCL supplies LPG to the LP Gas
Limited for bottling before supplying
through the three marketing compa-
nies of BPC.,

An official of RPGCL, speaking on
condition of anonymity, claimed last
week that SGFL has been supplying
low quality NGL and this is why they
are facing difficulties in processing
the same.

“We are now compelled to flare out
the huge quantity of NGL having high
pressure gas (Ethane), which is not
usable,” he added.

SGFL processes the raw gas
extracted from Kailashtila Gas Field
site at its Molecular Sieve Turbo
Expander plant (MSTE) for NGL.

In-charge of the MSTE plant
Harun Rashid Molla declined to pass

any comment about the allegations
raised by RPGCL.

However, officials requesting
anonymity said there might have

-problems in RPGCL plant. They

admitted receiving complaints from
RPGCL about the fall in quality and
quantity of NGL over the last few
months.

Asked, RPGCL plant in-charge
Engineer Nurullah said he would
not make any comment on the
Issue.

President of the Sylhet Division
Petroleum Dealers and Agents
Association Mohsinur Rashid
Chowdhury told the Daily Star that
the LPG demand in Sylhet division
is 10,000 to 12,000 MT per year.
The ever-increasing demand
would go up further as the govern-
ment had already stopped new gas
connections for domestic use and
small enterprises recently, he
added.

Because of bickering in RPGCL
and SGFL, he said, BPC's supply
went down drastically in recent
months.
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Chandpur

I myselfkilled them
all, I have no
godfather: Rasu
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godfather. Then why others
are being implicated,” Rasu
told the magistrate.

He further said, “Sir, I have
become sick. Let me stay in
jail for a few days. Then put
me onremand again."

Police took Rasu to the

Rasu Khan
court police room.
Investigating officer of the

“‘rase-SI Nazrul was also seen

sitting by Rasu and puffing
cigarette.

Sub-Inspector Abdur
Rahman of Chandpur Model
Police Station said police
recovered the body of a
woman named Kohinoor
from Dakatia area in Sadar
upazila on October 23 last
year.

Rasu confessed to killing
Kohinoor in his statement in
the court under Section 164.
Police said he was taken on
fresh remand in Kohinoor
murder case.
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Journalists bring out a procession in Thakurgaon town yesterday demanding arrest and punishment
to the culprits who attacked journalist Mahabur Alam Sohag.

12 RCC councillors
including 7 from
BNP join AL

Assault on
newsman
protested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Local newsmen brought out
a procession and held a rally
in Thakurgaon town yester-
day demanding exemplary
punishment and arrest of
those who assaulted a staff
reporter of a local weekly on
October 1.

A group of youths
assaulted Mahabur Alam
Sohag, staff reporter of
weekly Janarob, in front of
Balaka Cinema Hall while he
was returning home from his
office ataround 7:00pm.

Sohag filed a case with
Sadar Police Station on
October 3 against 15 youths,
including Ripon, Sakil, Setu,
Biplob,Sohel, Nuru, Farid
and Rafiq, of Hajipara area of
the town.

The speakers at the rally
protested the attack on
Sohag and demanded imme-
diate arrest of the attackers.
They alleged that police are
not playing effective role in
arresting the persons
involved.

Later, the newsmen sub-
mitted a memorandum to
the deputy commissioner
demanding arrest of the
accused. The DC assured the
newsmen of taking effective
steps against the 'culprits’.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Twelve councillors of
Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC), including seven from
the BNP, have joined the
ruling Awami League with a
pledge to 'accelerate devel-
opmentofthe city'.

With their joining the AL
on Saturday night, now 22 of
the total 30 councillors of the
RCC belong to the ruling
party.

The councillors include
panel mayor Shariful Islam
Babu, once a member of the
Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB), and four
women councillors --
Farzana Haque, Sufia Islam,
Kohinur Chowdhury and
Anwara Begum.

Seven others Meraj
Uddin, Siraj Uddin Ahmed
Manik, Abul Hasnat!'Nizam-
ul Azim, Zahangir Alam
Alamgir, Akbar Hossain and
Zaher Hossain Suja had been
adherents of BNP.

Earlier on October 12, RCC
councillor Rabiul Islam Toju
joined the AL along with over
a hundred of his followers.

Rajshahi mayor and AL

leader AHM Khairuzzaman
Liton greeted them at a func-
tion held at Bhubon Mohon
Park in the city where the
councillors presented floral
wreathes to him.

"The councillors joined the
Awami League being inspired
by the ideals of father of the
nation Bangabandhu Shiekh
Mujibur Rahman and this
would strengthen the govern-
ment's hand for develop-
ment,” Liton told the meeting.

“I had no intention to join
politics again. Now, | think
Jjoining politics of the ruling
party will help the develop-
ment activities,” Shariful
Islam Babu, who had
remained inactive in politics
for some time, told this corre-
spondent.

"We want to strengthen
the pro:liberation force,” said
another councillor.

"Councillors who do not
belongto the ruling party face
many problems. We have
joined Awami League so that
we can function smoothly as
well as play roles in develop-
ment,” said another council-
lor preferring anonymity.
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2009-2010 session.
APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY

All applicants must have at least a Bachelor degree in any field of study. The minimum qualifying point is
seven for all applicants. The point determination is laid out in the tables below:

Institute of Business Administration (IBA)
s University of Dhaka
MBA PROGRAM

Admission (2009-2010 Session)
Applications are invited for admission into the MBA full-time (day) and part-time (evening) programs for the
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