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Daylight saving time

Countries in the Equatorial Zone (EqZ) generally do not
observe DST because the days and nights are of almost eqpal
length round the year and there is little advantage in moving
clocks forward. China, India, and Japan introduced DST but

abandoned it due to popular opposition.

KAZI MABUB HASSAN

HE magic spell of Daylight Saving

Time (DST), also called Summer

Time in EU countries, was intro-
duced in Bangladesh for the first time on
19/20 June. The energy minister argued
that the DST would help to conserve 250-
300Mwh of electricity, but it proved a
failure. So DST is adebatable issue.

In the Northern Hemisphere (NH), DST
is generally enforced from April-October.
In the Southern Hemisphere (SH), the
same is done from October-March. In the
Sub-Equatorial Zone

(SEZ), the summer morning starts at 5
am and people setout forworkat8am, and
the 3 hours spent at home are compen-
sated by DST. The Americans and
Europeans introduced DST to shorten the
morning to get a longer afternoon to utilise
the afternoon sunlight.

DST was first proposed in 1895 by
George Vernon Hudson, a New Zealand
entomologist, because he collected and
studied insects, for which he needed lon-
ger afternoon light.

Today, approximately 70 countries use
DST, but very few are in the equatorial
zone. Countries in the Equatorial Zone
(EqZ) generally do not observe DST
because the days and nights are of almost
equal length round the year and there is
little advantage in moving clocks forward.

China, India, and Japan introduced DST
but abandoned it due to popular opposi-
tion.

In the NH, the day and night are of equal
length on 21/22 March, and from then on
days become longer. In Bangladesh, the
dayon May 1 is almost 13 hours long while
the night is 11 hours. Butin UK or Canada,
days are more than 14 hours orsolong. The
longest day is on June 22/23, and they are
equal again on 22/23 September every
year. During June/July/August a day is
more than 15 hours in London or Toronto.
Atthe EqZone, these variations aren't felt.

Countries above 35° latitude enforce
DST not to conserve electricity but to
utilise afternoon light for recreation and
other purposes, though fuel consumption
increases. The US, Canada and West
Europe don't have energy shortages, but
they have enforced DST through legisla-
tion.

Only Bangladesh and Pakistan in the Eq
Zone introduced DST for saving energy,
but proved a failure.

The economics of energy saving
through DST may not be as successful as
propagated by the AL government.
Electricity use is greatly affected by geogra-,
phy, climate, and economic conditions,
making it hard to generalise from single
studies. Bangladesh is facing severe energy
crisis to the range of 1,200 MWh, and itmay
not improve in near future. However, DST

may be used to reduce the demand of
electricity at night from 7pm to 6am
through April to October every year. This
will be unpopular because people will
have to go to school/work very early.
Programmes like marriage ceremonies are
generally arranged after evening and our
habit is to serve the dinner between 9-10
pm. DST will push the programme beyond
midnight.

But DST will be supported wholeheart-
edly by the private and the public sector
employees. After office hours they will
have 3 hours or so to go back home after
finishing their shopping. Bangladesh Shop
Owners' Association complained about
loss in business before Eid-ul-Fitr due to
DST, and they wanted to keep the shops
open till 10 pm by using their own electric-
ity supply. This flimsy argument was ulti-
matelyaccepted by the government.

It is the other way round in the West, In
1984, Fortune magazine estimated that a
twelve-week extension of DST would yield
an additional $30-$40 million for 7-Eleven
Stores, and the EU Golf Association esti-
mated that the extension would increase
golf industry revenues by $200 - $300
million. A 1999 study estimated that DST
increases the revenue of the EU's leisure
sector by about 3-4%. The DST increases
the total sale of Super Stores like Wal-Mart
every year.

Thus, the energy saving measures
should specity:

o All shops except medicine, fresh/raw -

grocery shops shall shut down by
7.00pm;

« Allshops shall use energy saving lamps
(ESL). Every shop must use 1x60 Watt
ESL per square meter. ESL bulbs above
60 Watt should be forbidden for all
shops;

« All shops shall remain open on Friday,
Saturday and all government holidays

(except 2 Eid holidays) from 10am-

10pm.

« All shops shall remain open tll 11pm
from 15 Ramadan to Eid day;

e All gas and petrol pumps shall burn
only 10x40W ESL, or 6 x 4 feet tube
Lights;

e Allrestaurantsshallshutat 11.30 pm.

Anybody breaking the system shall be

summarily imprisoned by a non-judicial

administration magistrate. Necessary law

for such punishment may be enacted for 5

years. When people become used to the

system and change their habits, that law
may be annulled.

If these measures can be enforced, the
demand for electricity across the country
may even come down by 1,000 MW at
night, thus giving a little respite from load
shedding. The day situation will remain
critical, If we can enforce the recommen-
dations round the year probably we won't
need DST to conserve electricity.

Public safety and crime reduction was
on the positive side. In 1995, the U.S.
Department of Trade conservatively iden-
tified a 0.7% reduction in traffic fatalities
during DST, and estimated the real reduc-
tion as 2%. The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety estimated a reduction of
1.2%, including a 5% reduction in crashes
fatal to pedestrians. In UK it was estimated
that it reduced traffic fatalities by 3-4%. In
the 1990s, the US Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration (LEAA) found a
reduction of violent crime rate during DST
by 10% to 13% inWashington DC.

The health benefit can't be underesti-
mated. Europeans and Americans are fond
of sunbathing. The sun is the immense
source oflight, and they can useitin thelong
afternoons of summer. But the sun occa-
sionally disappears during the cruel winter.
So DST is the answer for them. In the lower
Eq Zone, the sun shines round the year and

Is DST working?

we don'tneed DST for health care.

DST politics is quite interesting, too. US
President Woodrow Wilson vetoed the DST
bill when it was blocked by the Congress.
British PM Sir Winston Churchill sup-
ported DST also. He argued that it enlarged
"the opportunities for the pursuit of health
and happiness among the millions of
European." Robertson Davies, a Canadian
journalist and writer, however, detected
“the bony, blue-fingered hand of

Puritanism, eager to push people into

» bed earlier, and get them up earlier, to

make them healthy, wealthy and wise.”
Government inefficiency can't be
compensated by DST, so innovative
ideas and efficient performance are
needed to conserve electricity. DST is
notthe answer in the Lower Eq Zone.

Kazi Mahbub Hassan is a retired Naval Caplain of
Executive Branch. E-mail: kazi178@yahoo.com

Iran will build the bomb after all

_Iran's strategy. will be.to demonstrate flexibility, while at the
“same time remaining steadfast on its enrichment program.

From the developments over the past six years, one cannot S
but be pessimistic. Iran is unlikely to concede to Western

pressures.

MAHMOOD HASAN

N October 1, the five Security
O Council members and

Germany (P5+1) -- known as
the "six-party” -- met in Geneva with
Iran for a fresh round of talks over Iran’s
nuclear program. Actually, the meeting
was called last April, butIran delayed its
acceptance.

The meeting came in the wake of
several important developments in
Iran: the controversial June elections,
which gave a second term to the hard-
liner Ahmedinejad; the revelation that °
Iran was building a new uranium
enrichment facility near Qom; and
long-range ballistic missiles (Shahab-
3, 2500 km range) test firing on
September 28.

Iran's nuclear program was launched
with US assistance in the '50s, but was
suspended after the Islamic Revolution
in 1979, followed by a break in diplo-
matic relations in April 1980. After the
war with Iraq (1980-88), Iran started
uranium enrichment in the US built
reactors in the early '90s with the assis-
tance of Russian experts. Since 2003,
the West has been at odds with Iran over
the program. The IAEA launched inves-
tigations after Iran failed to declare
sensitive enrichment and reprocessing
activities. The West accused Iran, a
signatory of the NPT (July 1968), of
violating the treaty by not declaring
fully all its nuclear activities. The NPT

allows signatories peaceful use of
nuclear technology.

To generate nuclear power, uranium
has to be enriched by 5%, but to make
nuclear devices 90 % enriched uranium
is needed. Americans fear that Iran will
produce weapon-grade uranium and
wants it to abandon the enrichment
activities and buy the nuclear fuel from
the West. That way the US will be able to
keep strict control over Iran’s nuclear
program. Iran must not develop its
indigenous technology -- that is the
crux of the issue.

Iran has consistently denied any
violation and claimed that its program
was for the generation of nuclear power
for civilian use. The US is not convinced
and considers the Islamic Republic too
dangerous. The Jewish lobbyin America
worked aggressively with the US media
to raise the bogy of a nuclear Iran, ready
to strike Israel. The western media
planted lots of deceit and deception
into this game. The confrontation took
an ugly turn when US President George
Bush termed Iran one of an "axis of
evil.”

Iran has not been cooperating with
IAEA. However, IAEA says that Iran still
does not have the technology to pro-
duce weapon-grade uranium.
Mohamed El Baradei, head of IAEA,
maintains that there was "no concrete
proof” that Iran has an ongoing weap-
ons program. El Baradei said that the
threat of Iran developing a bomb has

The threat remains.

been "hyped."

The UN Security Council, led by the
US, passed four resolutions imposing
sanctions on Iran to contain its ura-
nium enrichment activities. Sanctions
were imposed every time the six-party
talks failed, with each being more debil-
itating than the previous one. Despite
the sanctions, Iran has not abandoned
its nuclear program.

Iran went to Geneva to discuss what
it called the "Cooperation for Peace,
Justice and Progress.” Iran wanted to
discuss a wide range of global issues but
not its nuclear program. The West is
ready to offer lots of sops if Iran aban-
dons its enrichment program. There are
indications that Iran may agree to send
part of its low-grade uranium abroad
forenrichment into medium-grade and
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returned for making radioisotopes for
medical purposes. What it will do with
the remaining partis a big question.
The West is hoping that the current
round of talks with Iran will yield
results. If Iran does not comply by
December this year, the US will push for
stronger sanctions. Russia and China
are, however, opposed to imposing
fresh sanctions as they feel that sanc-
tions do not work. Besides, both have
important economic interests in [ran.
Iran feels that its security is threat-
ened because it is surrounded by
nuclear weapon states -- Russia, Israel,
Pakistan, India and China, US occupa-
tion troops in Iraq and Afghanistan and
several bases in the Gulf. Ahmedinejad
has repeatedly stressed that Iran will
not yield to international pressure.

"The Iranian nation will not succumb to

bullying, invasion and the violation of
its rights,” hB9ATH Ha'{8 éncolitdged’ ™

when it sees that nuclear proliferation
is going on with impunity -- in Israel,
Pakistan, India and North Korea.

President Barack Obama, before
being elected, had declared that he
wiould engage Iran for talks on major
issues of concern. After the six-party
talks on October 1, US Undersecretary
of State William Burns met separately
with the Iranian delegation leader,
Saeed Jalili, as a follow-up on Obama’s
policy. This is the first high-level con-
tact between the two countries 1n 30
years. It is unlikely that the meeting has
softened Iran's position.

Despite the fact that on September 24

President Obama chaired the Security

Council meeting, which adopted a
resolution calling for a stop to the
spread of nuclear arms, and won the
Nobel Peace Prize on October 9 -- it is
unlikely the current verbal vitriolic
between the US and Iran will graduate
into meaningful negotiations for coop-
eration.

The standoff between the West and
[ran is based on realpolitik, not on

morals or law.'The issue involved is

whether Iran is areal threat to Israel and

US interests in the Gulf and Middle

East. While Israel is restless to bomb
Iran's nuclear facilities, the Sunni
sheikdoms of the Gulf and Middle East

are seriously alarmed at the prospect of

Shia Iran going nuclear. The influence
of a nuclear Iran in the Middle East is
too mind-boggling to contemplate -- it
will simply alter the balance of power in
the entire Middle East. Some of the
sheikdoms may even be tempted to
forge alliance with Israel for protection.

Iran knows that the options for the
US or Israel to bomb its nuclear facili-
ties are limited. Iran can change the

balance in Iraq and Afghanistan by
activating a "Shia insurgency” against
thés'dVerstretced " Ameri¢An troops
stationed there. Iran also knows that'if
the US or Israel bombs its nuclear facili-
ties, it will engulf the entire region into a
conflagration which will devastate
world oil supplies.

The "six-party” talks have put to rest
the controversy surrounding Iran's
elections and have legitimised
Mahmoud Ahmedinejad as president.
Ahmedinejad has cleverly diverted the
attention of his distracters at home
and hopes Western pressures will help
unify the fractured polity of Iran.
Geneva talks have definitely strength-
ened Ahmedinejad’'s position. Recent
statements from a defiant
Ahnedinejad are something to worry
about.

The next meeting will be held in
Vienna on October 19. It will no doubt
be another round of wrangling. Iran's
strategy will be to demonstrate flexi-
bility, while at the same time remain-
ing steadfast on its enrichment pro-
gram. From the developments over the
past six years, one cannot but be pessi-
mistic. Iran is unlikely to concede to
Western pressures,

Western pressure has actually pushed
[ran to quicken its missile development
program. It now has missiles of different
ranges. Indeed, in modern warfare,
missiles are developed to deliver nuclear
warheads, not firecrackers. Secret
reports suggest that Iran has the technol-
ogy to assemble the bomb. Itis only 90 %
enriched uranium that it does not have.
Since the delivery vehicle is ready, Iran
will most certainly build the bomb. It is
justamatterof ime.

Mahmood Hasan Is a former Ambassador and Secretary,
and Policy Advisor, Center for Foreign Affairs Studies

New passport rules

their jobs? We feel oddly neglected.

Well, the long wait is over. A new
set of suitably ridiculous rules
developed in the West is expected to
shortly spread misery to airports
around the world. The new regula-
tions can be summed up thus: from
now on, All Passengers Must Look
Like B-Movie Librarians.

" NURY VITTACHI

This is not a joke. There are the
four new rules in the West for pass-

—

USINESS Travellers around o

the world have been puzzled

by a bizarre mystery. For
months, airport officials have done
nothing to make our lives worse. o
I How come? Why are they not doing e

port photos and related documents:
Passengers must push their
glasses to the ends of their noses

and gaze over them, not through
them,

Passengers must not smile,
Passengers must pull their hair
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back so that it doesn't cover their

face or ears,
 Passengers must wear frumpy

floral dresses and have their hair
inabun,

Okay, so | made up the last one,
but it's only a matter of time before
it joins the list. The first three
requirements, with minor differ-
ences in emphasis, are already in
force in the UK, Germany, the United
States and Canada, and are expected
to spread from West to East over the
next few months.

I learned about this when I sent
some photos of my son to a consul-
ate and they were rejected.

"We can't accept them. He's smil-

ing,” complained the staff member.

| looked at the photo and shook
my head, saying: "No, heisn't. He's a
teenager. That's not a smile. I would
describe it more as a sardonic gri-
mace.” This was clearly true but she
refused to accept it and told me
about the new rules on passport
photos.

The regulations have caused lots
of problems. Officials have rejected
hundreds of thousands of people
who have a stray hair over their
faces, or wear their glasses where
they are supposed to be worn, over
their eyes, rather than over their
nostrils. The UK authorities rejected
15,000 baby photos before announc-

ing that they may be lenient for
passengers aged 12 months or less.

There are other problems too. A
UK man named Paul Ashman had his
passport photo rejected because it
was "too dark”, In a letter to the BBC
he pointed out that he did not know
how to fix this, pointing out a salient
fact: "I am black.”

Why is this happening? "Digital
photo analysis machines get con-
fused by people who smile," the
consular official told me. But the
following day, a friend of mine told
me about Japanese cameras, which
not only have the usual face-
recognition functions, but a smile-
recognition option. You leave iton in

the corner of the room and every
time people look happy it snaps a
picture.

How come hi-tech multi-million
dollar airport photo analysers cannot
cope with a stray hair, while Japanese
pocket cameras can differentiate
between different expressions? It
seems suspicious to me. My Japanese
friend offered to get a smile-
recognition camera for me, but I
politely declined.

"I don't think I need one,” I said.
"Now if vou had a camera which can
detect a sardonic grimace, that [ could
use."

Visit our columnist at www.vittachi.com
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