Voyage of a naturist painter
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Abu Salim’s solo exhibition at Alliance Francaise

Artworks by Abu Salim

TAKIR HOSSAIN

Mohammad Abu Salim is a water-
colourist and likes to portray the
seasons of Bangladesh. Seasons
and their variation lavishly feature
in his works. He began his career as
a nature painter, depicting the
outside world with its rich abun-

jar. Salim's 9th solo art exhibition,
titled “Nature is a Beauty,” is now
on at Alliance Francaise de Dhaka
in Dhanmondi.

Nature and movement of
human forms are two recurring
themes in his watercolours.
Meticulous balancing of light and
shade is another trait in his works.
As an artteacher of a noted institu-
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purity fascinate them emotionally.
Salim's continuous journey though
nature makes him a landscape
painter. From his childhood, he has
plunged deep into greenery,
riverine beauty and rustic culture,
which even today intrigue him. It is
true that his theme is very simple
but he has done it with scholarly
skill and passion. At the exhibition,

a watery look to his works, He
wants to depict the freshness and
simplicity of nature,

“The picturesque nature of
Bangladesh always attracts me.
Different colours, shapes, forms and
smells of six seasons of the country
fascinate me,” said the painter.

At the exhibition, Salim's pen and
ink works have varied tonal effects,
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Country singer Garth Brooks
coming out of retirement

AP, Nashville
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Country superstar Garth
Brooks announced Thursday
that he's coming out of
retirement.

Brooks, 47, said at a news
conference in Nashville that
he will end his retirement.

T'he move has been
rumoured in the music
industry forweeks.

"We're going to take the
retirement roof off over our
head, and | already feel
taller," Brooks said
Thursday.

Brooks said he has no
immediate plans and will see
how things go in the coming
years.,

“As for touring, if I can't
eat it, sleep it, breathe it,
then it ain't me," Brooks
said.

Brooks retired in 2000
to spend more time with
his three children. He's
occasionally popped up
in special appearances at
awards shows and charity
events, but has mostly

with a career award after
he passed Elvis Presley to
become the top-selling
solo artist in U.S. history.
At the time, he had sold
more than 123 million
albums.

Brooks' last studio album,
"Scarecrow,” was released in
2001. His three-disc compi-
lation, "The Ultimate Hits,"

finished 10th on Billboard's
2008 list of albums and
showed Brooks still has the
muscle he displayed in the
1990s.

Brooks divorced his wife,
Sandy Mahl, in 2001 and
married fellow country star
Trisha Yearwood in 2005.
The couple lives in
Oklahoma.
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