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Steps underway to tap

more labour markets

Prime Minister tells Baira

and making Bangladeshis skilled in the job-

UNB, Dhaka
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernment is taking necessary measures (o
explore more labour markets in many coun-
tries, including Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Libya

and Malaysia.

She spoke of the move when a delegation
of Bangladesh Association of International
Recruiting Agencies (Baira),
President Golam Mustafa met her at her

office yesterday.

The Prime Minister asked the recruiting
agencies and all other responsible authori-
ties to take maximum care of the
Bangladeshis working abroad and the ones

seeking overseas jobs.

She further asked them to be highest
caring about the job facilities and other
safeties of the female Bangladeshi workers

abroad.

The premier laid emphasis on identifying
the areas of jobs of the particular countries

llllllllllllllllllllll

ers.

specific sectors.
“Skilled human resources can be created

in the fields of nursing, catering and even for
domestic jobs,” she told manpower export-

Besides, Bangladeshi doctors, engineers

led by its

and IT professionals have a good demand in

the world markets, the Prime Minister said.
The Baira placed a 33-point demand to

the Prime Minister. Their demands include

urgent diplomatic initiatives to send man-

power to Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Libya, Iraq,
Kuwait and South Korea, modifying recruit-
ing agencies' behaviour and license code of
conduct 2002, facilitating the recruiting

agencies with Foreign Exchange and

FC Pass Book, electing CIP from the
recruiting agencies, Tk 500 crore cash incen-
tives for the workers who returned home

losing jobs for economic recession, immedi-

ate intervention to make the National Skill
Development Council functional.

Afghan team in town to study
iInvestment climate

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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A six-member delegation
from the Afghanistan
Investment Climate Fund
(AICF), also known as
Harakat, has visited
Bangladesh with an aim to
learn from the local experi-
ences of investment climate
reforms here.

“As the Bangladesh
Investment Climate Fund
(BICF) has effectively been
running programmes (o
support and improve the
investment climate of the
country for the lasttwoand a
half years, we have come
here to learn from the expe-
riences in Bangladesh,”
Suleman Fatimie, CEO of
Harakat, told The Daily Star.

BICF is managed in part-
nership with the UK
Department for
International Development
(DFID) and European
Commission.

He said the delegation
visited the Dhaka Export

Processing Zone (EPZ) and
the Small and Medium
Enterprise (SME)
Foundation. The team plans
to meet several stakeholders
to gain insight from them.

“Bangladesh has so far
been doing a brilliant job in
improving the investment
climate. We are impressed by
the e-registration system for
businesses, which we hope
to replicate in our country,”
said Fatimie ata meeting.

Harakat, an Afghan word
that stands for movement
forward, was established in
2008 and run by an Afghan
board of prominent busi-
ness people. The organisa-
tion is working to encourage
more private sector invest-
ment and to reconstruct the
war-hit country for the last
three decades.

“Harakat aims to ease
business in Afghanistan,
support investment and
achieve economic growth.
So we want to learn from
countries like Bangladesh

and then replicate the ideas
in our own country,” he said.

“To achieve this, we pro-
vide grant funds to the gov-
ernment for activities that
reduce the barriers to doing
effective business in
Afghanistan,” said Fatimie.

“The most common
barriers for Afghanistan are
issues like complicated
government rules and pro-
cedures, corruption,
bureaucracy and insuffi-
cient skills.”

Currently, Harakat has a
fund of $50 million, pro-
vided by DFID, to finance
projects aimed at promoting
the business environment
throughout Afghanistan.
“We aim to build this into a
$100 million fund by attract-
ing additional donor and
private sector funding,”
added the Harakat chief.

Tamim Samee, a board
member of Harakat, and
Laura Watson, programme
manager of BICE were also
present.
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WEP starts
hunger relief
campaign
with KFC,
Pizza Hut

STAR BUSINESS DESK
KFC and Pizza Hut yesterday
launched the World Hunger
Relief Campaign in associa-
tion with the World Food
Programme in Dhaka.

John Aylieff, WFP represen-
tative in Bangladesh, and Akku
Chowdhury, executive director
of Transcom Foods Ltd, inau-
gurated the month-long cam-
paign to raise awareness on
hunger and poverty and help
schoolchildren by providing
educationand food.

Transcom Foods Ltd is
the franchisee of KFC and
Pizza Hutin Bangladesh.

KFC and Pizza Hut, res-
taurants under the Yum!
International brand,
arranged the campaign,
which will run from October
14 to November 13 for the
third time in Bangladesh.

Aylieff said the campaign
would highlight the food
crisis to the public and pri-
vate sectors. There are
around 7.5 million starving
peoplein Bangladesh.

In collaboration with the
government, WFP will pro-
vide vitamin and mineral
fortified biscuits for around
60,000 students in 4,000
schools around the country.

Yum! and WFP will run
the programme internation-
allyin 112 countries through
35,000 restaurants under the
Yum! International brand.

Barua says BSTI
modernisation
continues

BSS, Dhaka

Industries Minister Dilip
Barua said modernisation of
Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTI) is
going to turn it into a well-
equipped international
standard organisation.

Once the BSTI, the lone
state-run watchdog agency
for monitoring food items
and manufacturing prod-
ucts, is made an effective
organisation by equipping it
with modern apparatuses, it
will help expedite the export
process.

The minister was speak-
ing at a discussion on "Tack-
ling Climate Change
through Standards’, organ-
ised by the BSTI on the occa-
sion of the International
Standard Day at its seminar
room in Dhaka yesterday.
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John Aylieff, World Food Programme representative in Bangladesh, speaks at the launch of the World Hunger Relief Campaign
in collaboration with KFC and Pizza Hutin Dhaka yesterday.

Japan seeks investment ease

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

It takes a long time to get a
business visa to come to
Bangladesh. The same is the
case for opening a bank
account or an office here. An
investor needs to get per-
mission from 8-9 different
government offices.

All these impediments
coupled with infrastructure
problem discourage
increased Japanese invest-
ment in Bangladesh, a press
briefing was told yesterday.

“We expect a big boost in
Japanese investment in

future. But investors of the
country face some problems
here. We will lobby the gov-
ernment for a solution,” said
Annisul Huq, president of
the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI), at the press meet.
The press briefing was
organised at Sonargaon
hotel to share the outcome
of the 15th meeting of Japan-
Bangladesh Joint
Committee for Commercial
and Economic Cooperation.
Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Tamotsu

Shinotsuka and Chairman of
the joint committee

Toshihito Tamba were also

presentat the briefing.

At the meeting, partici-
pants discussed increased
investment and enhance-
ment of bilateral trade rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

Bangladeshi entrepre-
neurs, especially knitwear
makers, demanded easing
the rules of origin to increase
exports to Japan.

In fiscal 2008-09
Bangladesh exported goods
worth $202.60 million to

Japan against the import of
$1,015.38 million.

“Wewant Japan's support
at the upcoming WTO min-
isterial to avail of duty- and
quota-free access to the
developed markets,” said
the FBCCI president.

“Many of the problems
can be solved if a trade
agreement 1s signed
between the two countries,”
he said.

Toshihito Tamba urged
the government and minis-
tries concerned to take steps
to remove the hurdles faced
bythe Japanese investors.

HRG teams up with
Travelscene

STAR BUSINESS DESK
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Hogg Robinson Group
(HRG), an international
corporate travel services
company, appointment
Travelscene Ltd as its new
partner in Bangladesh yes-
terday.

“The Middle East West
Asia is still a popular market
to do business and is well
placed to emerge from the
current downturn,” said
David Radcliffe, chief execu-
tive of HRG.

"HRG has a strong pres-
ence in this region and hav-
ing Travelscene as our new
partner in Bangladesh will

further add value and exper-

tise to our clients' corporate
travel management needs,’
he said.

Established in 1845, HRG
operates from its headquar-
ters in Basingstoke,
Hampshire, UK, and its
client base spans industry
sectors, including automo-
tive, banking and finance,
manufacturing, media and
entertainment, oil and gas,
pharmaceutical and tele-
communications.

HRG's interests include
owned or controlled corpo-
rate travel service operations
in 25 key growth markets
throughout North America,
Europe and Asia Pacific,
which are supported by a

network of contracted part-
nersinnearly 120 countries.

Travelscene, established
in 1986, operates from
SANARC Complex, Tejgaon,
and it has been a regular
winner in the regional per-
formance awards held by
major airlines.

“We are looking forward to
working with HRG and its
extensive portfolio of valued
clients. HRG's dominance in
the corporate travel arena
coupled with our extensive
expertise, professional staff
and knowledge of
Bangladesh makes for a
perfect partnership,” said
Sadeque Chowdhury, man-
aging director of Travelscene.
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NCC BANK

Yakub Ali, chairman of National Credit and Commerce Bank, presides over the bank's sixth extraordinary general meeting in
Dhaka recently. Shareholders approved the offering of rights shares at 2:1, which means one share for every two.

IBFB executive
director takes
over charge

STAR BUSINESS DESK
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Brigadier General (rtd) M
Mofizur Rahman joined the
International Business
Forum of Bangladesh
(IBFB) as executive director
and an advisor to the board
of directors, says IBFB in a
statement.

Prior to joining the IBFB,
he was serving as the
national project coordina-
tor of ITC (International
Trade Centre) for an EU
funded project BQSP for
export promotion and
diversifTication of
Bangladeshi products and
Services.

Rahman, a civil engineer
and founder commandant
of Military Institute of
Science and Technology,
Jjoined Concord Group after
his retirement from the
Bangladesh Armyin 2001.

Sheltech fair kicks

off today

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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Sheltech (Pvt) Ltd, a real
estate company, begins a
five-day promotional hous-
ing fair on at its office in
Dhaka today.

The company will come
up with different discount
offers to sell off their prod-
ucts during the fair styled
“Sheltech Housing Fair-09",
Toufig M Seraj, managing
director, told a press confer-
ence at its office at
Panthapath in the capital
yesterday.

[twill offer up to Tk 5 lakh
discount against each flat
and 10-15 percent discount
on plots.

“Sheltech is always sin-
cere to offer flats to custom-
ersatlow price,” Seraj said,

The fair will remain open
from 10 am to 7pm every day
without any entry fee,

The Sheltech MD said his
company now goes ahead
with around 50 projects to
build 1,200 apartments.
Around 2,000 apartments
have so far been handed
over to customers since its
inceptionin 1988, he added.

Seraj suggested that the
government come forward
to address the issues like
exorbitant prices of con-
struction materials and
land, which he blamed for
the present high rate of flats.

Mushfiqur Rahman
Khan, head of marketing of
Sheltech, and Sharif Hossain
Bhuiyan, head of opera-
tions, were also present at
the press meet,
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Anwar Group & BFIC (BD Finance)

Corporate Office : Baitul Hossain Building ;
AnWarGroup 27, Dilkusha C/ A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh BD Finance

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Offers are invited from highly reputed Architect/Engineering
Consulting Firms for providing Design/Drawing and
pre-consultancy and documentation involving selection of Real
Estate Developer for construction of 21 storied building having
3 floors including basement for car parking for future corporate
office of ANWAR GROUP - BD FINANCE at 64, Motijheel /A,
Dhaka. Detailed and other relevant information of the interested
firms may be submitted with work experience and brochure of
the Company on or before 31st October, 2009. The short listed

Design/Architect House will be informed individually to submit
detailed design, lay-out of the building afterwards.

Further details/information, if any, may be obtained from :

Anwar Group & BFIC (BD Finance)
Baitul Hossain Building (2nd Floor)
27, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000

Phone : 7114489, 7114493, 9564033, 9564037




