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US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (L) and Russian Foreign Minister Sergel Lavrov (R) take their
seats at a press conference after talks in Moscow yesterday. The United States has absolutely no
intention of pressing for fresh sanctions right now against Iran over its nuclear programme, Hillary

said after talks in Moscow.

Threats of sanctions
on Iran won't work

Russian FM tells Hillary

A]'. Moscon

President Barack Obama who visited Russia
in July has vowed to "reset” US-Russia rela-
tions. On Tuesday, Hillary apologised for miss-
ing that meeting because of a broken elbow,

“But now both my elbow and our relation-
ships are reset and we're moving forward,
whichlgreatly welcome,"” she said.

She was to meet with Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev later Tuesday,

Beyond Iran, Lavrov sald US and Russia
negotiators have made "considerable” prog-
ress toward reaching agreement on a new
strategic arms treaty. The 1991 Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty, or START, expires in
December and negotiators have been racing to
reach agreement on a successor,

The two diplomats also discussed possible
cooperation on missile defence following
Obama’s decision not to proceed with Bush-
administration plans to base such a system in
eastern Europe. Russia has welcomed Obama's
new approach, but has said it was eager for
more detailed information. _

Hillary said the US would be as transparent
as possible.

"We want to ensure that every question that
the Russian military or Russian government
asks is answered,” she said, calling missile
defense "another area for deep cooperation
between our countries.”

Threatening Iran with more sanctions would be
counterproductive, Russia’s loreign minister
declared vyesterday, ressting ellorts by US
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton to win
agreement for tougher measures il ran fails 1o
prove its nuclear programme is peaceful,

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov spoke as
Clinton visited Moscow, her lirst trip since
becoming America's top diplomat, in an effort
1o gauge Moscow's willingness to join the US in
Imposing sanctions

Lavrov said Russia’s position is that under
current conditions even the threat of sanctions
against Ilran would be counterproductive,

Hillary said the US agreed it was important
to pursue diplomacy with Iran.

"At the same time that we are very vigor-
ously pursuing this track, we are aware that we
might not be as successful as we need to be, so
we have always looked at the potential of sanc-
tions in the event we are not suctessful and
cannot assure ourselves and others that Iran
has decided not to pursue nuclear weapons,”
shesaid atajoint news conlerence.

Iran insists it has the right to a full domestic
nuclear enrichment programme and main-
tains it is only for peacelul purposes, such as
energy production.

Interpol seeks visa-free
travel for its cops ;

AP, Singapore

The global police organisation Interpol began issuing special
passports yesterday to its senior investigators, aimed at allowing
them to enter any of the group's 188 member countries without

VI1Sas.

Pakistan and Ukraine become the first countries to acceptthe
new documents and three more will follow soon, Interpol
Secretary-General Ronald K Noble said during the organisa-

tion's general assembly here.

He said he is sure the remaining member countries will also

honour these passports.

"We don't come to a country unless we are asked to go. If we
are asked to go in an emergency, you want us to go as last as
possible,” he told The Associated Press.

Brown forced to repay
$19,000 expense

AP, London

I ‘the ' Pitest ‘Blow to"Gordon
Brown's - beleaguered leader-
ship, the British prime minister
is being forced to repay over
12,000 pounds ($19,000) iIn
disputed claims following an
audit into how British lawmak-
ers spent public money.
Dozens of lawmakers
received letters Monday
from Thomas Legg who
Brown appointed to audit
expense claims asking them
to repay the money or offer
further explanations for why

they claimed it. Legg was
chosen to audit the spending
rules in an effort to quell
public outrage over lawmak-
ers' greed for taxpayer funds.

Christopher Kelly, who
chairs the government's
Committee on Standards in
Public Life, is due to present a
set of new rules on expenses
later this year.

Brown's office confirmed
Monday that he will pay back
some money claimed for a
maid and for decorating, but
said Legg had told Brown he
had not broken any rules.

Taliban better
bankrolled

than al-Qaeda
Says US Treasury official

ANI, Washington

A senior official of the US
Treasury Department has
claimed that the Taliban is
better bankrolled than al
Qaeda and relies on a wide
range of criminal activities to
pay for attacks on US and

coalition forces 1In
Afghanistan
Assistant Secretary for

lerrorist Financing David
Cohen claimed that the
Taliban extorts money from
poppy farmers and heroin
traffickers involved in
Afghanistan’'s booming drug
trade. It also demands protec-
tionpayments from legiimate
Afghan businesses.

Cohen's assessment at a
conference on money laun-

dering enforcement came as

President Barack Obama and
his top advisers discuss
whether many more troops
may be needed in the eight-
year-old Afghanistan conflict,
CBSreports.

According to Cohen, al-
Qaeda is a cash-strapped
organisation that is losing its
clout.
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'Palestinian hopes in
Obama evaporated'

AP, AFP, Jerusalem/ Ramallah

An intemmal document circu-
lated among members of
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas' political party says any
hopes in the Obama administra-
tion "have evaporated.”

The Fatah Party document
accuses the US of backing off
from its demands that Israel
freeze settlement construction
and failing to set a clear agenda
fornew Middle East peace talks.

The memorandum was
obtained by The Associated
Press on Tuesday. It wasn't
immediately clear whether the
memo reflects Abbas’ views or
was intended to pressure
President Barack Obama to
bear down harder on Israel.

The document says the
Palestinians have lost hope in
Obama, and accuses the
American leader of caving in
to pressure from pro-lsrael
lobbyists in Washington.

In Ramallah, Fatah has
agreed to an Egyptian proposal
for the two main Palestinian
factions to separately sign a
long-delayed unity deal by
October 15, a senior party
official said yesterday.

"Fatah has decided to send

Azzam al-Ahmad, a membes
of its central committee . g
give the Egyptian leaders the
movement's writlen agree.
ment,” the official told AFP on
condition of anonymity,

According to another Fatah
official, "Egypt gave Hamas 48
hours to present its final
response (o the Palestinian
reconciliation document.*

The Islamist movement
Hamas would not immed;.
ately commenton the report.

Egypt had announced last
week that the rivals would sign
the unity deal in Cairo on
October 25-26.

But Hamas has asked for 2
postponement because of the
controversial decision of
Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas, who is the Falah leader,
to support deferring avote on a
damning Gaza war repor at
the UN Human Rights Council.

According to the latest
Egyptian proposal, the two
rivaﬁ would separately sign a
unity deal by October 15 and

the rest of the Palestinian
factions by October 20.

An official ceremony in
Cairo would be postponed
until after the Muslim holiday
of Eid-ul-Azha in late
November-early December.
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Uttar Rampur, Bishwa Road, Comilla,
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UN chief
backs plan to
reopen debate

on UN Gaza
report
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