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Foreign Minister Dr. Dipu Moni (C) inaugurates the Prime Bank ATF Under-14 Tennis Tournament
2009 at the Ramna National Tennis Complex yesterday.

Sania sails
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India's Sania Mirza sent out a
strong signal of intent when
she eliminated fifth seed
Shahar Peer of Israel in the first
round of the Japan Open
women's tenns tournament
on Monday.

The 22-year-old Mirza, who
captured her first Grand Slam
title at the Australian Open
mixed doubles with Mahesh
Bhupathi this season, needed
one hour 52 minutes to com-
plete a3-6, 6-3, 6-4 win over her
frequent doubles partner.

In the second round, Mirza
will take on Viktoriya Kutuzova of
Ukraine, the winner over Russian
Maria Kirlenko who retired after
losing the firstset6-2.

Eighth seed Yaroslava
Shvedova of Kazakhstan fell to
France's Mathilde Johansson
7-5, 2-6, 7-5, but fourth seed
Francesca Schiavone of Italy
and seventh seed Melinda
Czink of Hungary safely went
through.

Schiavone outclassed Anne
Kremer of Luxembourg 7-5, b-
2, while Czink dispatched
Japanese wild card entrant
Ryoko Fuda 6-4,6-4.

In other first-round action,
Britain's Katie O'Brien breezed
past Alexa Glatch of the United
States 6-3, 6-4.
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China Open goes

to Kuznetsova

i1  ATennis

AGENCIES, Beijing

World number six Svetlana
Kuznetsova beat Agnieszka
Radwanska to grab the second
China Open title in her fourth
appearance at the tournament
finals on Sunday, climbing to
the fourth spotin the world.

Kuznetsova began the
match by a break to take a 2-0
lead. In the following games,
Kuznetsova didn't drop any of
her own serve games, and
broke twice to establish a 5-2
lead. The 24-year-old Russian
seized the second of the two set
points toend the firstset6-2.

In the second
Kuznetsova broke again to lead
2-0. She continued her master-
ful form by hitting a number ol
powerful attacks. Although
Radwanska didn't drop any of
her serve points in the rest part
of this set, one break was
enough for Kuznetsova to seal
the victory6-2, 6-4.

"I am not feeling very well

Sel,

today,” said runner-up
Ranwanska after the match.
"But it's really a good feeling to
play the top players in strong
tournaments like this.”

Kuznetsova told a news
conference that she treated the
final as asingle match.

"l think good players are
always performing their best in
everymatch,” shesaid. "Soltried
my best,and thisiswhatIdid.”

The win ensures that
Kuznetsova, currently world
number six, will move into the

top five when the new WTA’

rankings come outon Monday.
"Normally I feel tired at the
end of the season butnow I feel
great,” Kuznetsova said, add-
ing the win had given her "great
confidence" heading into the
season-ending championship
in Doha later this month.
Meanwhile, in the day’s first
match, Bob Bryan and Mike
Bryan needed 50 minutes to beat
Andy Roddick and Mark
Knowles to grab the men's dou-
ble title. Their rivals didn't do
much to stop them, and the
twins finished thematch6-4,6-2.

'KP inclusion a gamble'

Johannesburg on November 20.

Pietersen, 29, has yet to play

U-14 tennis
tourney on
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The Prime Bank ATF Under-14
Tennis Tournament kicked olf

Delhi live another day
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The prospect

whose slower balls and good
length deliveries got a litle
predictable, got hit for three

an over. His initial strategy was
to knock the ball into the gaps

Mendis for three consecutive
sixes over the leg side, much in

at the National Tennis | Exausre of & l& : and allow Sehwag the strike. the same vein as Justin
N§ a league boundaries. The tre - . Y

~ - o it ard . - : track had given the spin- Ontong's late assault for 1

Complex in Ramna yesterday. | LEAGUE ™| stage line-up There was a lull when two  ners asui&;luncf in the I'S)SW : "

A total of 32 players from nine
countries including
Bangladesh are taking part in
the event,

Foreign Minister Dr. Dipu
Monl inaugurated the meet as
the chiel guest. M Ehsanul
Haque, managing director of
Prime Bank Limited was the
special guest on the occasion,
Senior vice-president of Prime
Bank Ferdousi Sultana, BTF
president Shahriar Alam, MP,
and general secretary Istiaq
Ahmed were also present.

Henin granted
wildcard for
Aus Open

AFP, Sydney

Former world number one
Justine Henin has been
granted a wildcard to play in
the 2010 Australian Open in
her return to tennis, organis-
ers sald on Monday.

The 27-year-old Belgian,
who won the Australian Open
in 2004, announced last
month that she was ending
her self-imposed retirement
to come back to the women's
tennis circuit.

Her coach, Carlos
Rodriguez, said last week that
Henin was likely to make her
return in the Brisbane
International, starting on
January 3, ahead of the
January 18-31 Australian
Open in Melbourne.,

"l spoke to Justine's team
over the weekend and was
happy to grant her request for
a wildcard into the Australian
Open,” tournament director
CraigTileysaidinastatement,

MSC name
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Mohammad Akil, KM Firoz,
Mosum Ali, Shah Newas
Hossain, Jotirmoy Saha,
Mezbaul Islam Nannu, Jahirul
[slam Mitul, Sharafat Mia and
Khairul Bashar Sumon.

Ticket touts
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rupees,” said Rahul Chadha.
Sunil Dahiya said: "I needed

without a
single Indian
_ Premier
League (IPL) team would have
been a nightmare for the
organisers and television rights
holders, but Delhi Daredevils'
merciless showing Sunday
went a long way in dispelling
those fears. With their backs to
the wall, the fear of elimination
in front of thelr home fans
drove them to deliver a 50-run
walloping against Wayamba
and also reverse the trend of
low-scoring games at the
Feroze Shah Kotla.

The performance of the
Australian pace-bowling duo of
Dirk Nannes and Glenn
McGrath effectively shut
Wayamba out of the game early
in the chase but the foundation
was laid by a brilliant display of
power hitting by Virender
Sehwag and Dinesh Karthik.
Their 67-run partnership
pushed Delhi to a score at least
30 runs above what captains
had predicted to be competitive
after summing up the condi-
tions over the last three games at
thisvenue.

The pitch at the Kotla came
under scrutiny after the first
couple of games on Friday and
again on Sunday when New
South Wales had to grind it out
on a slow and low surface to
post 130. Both NSW and Delhi
employed strong horizontal
bat shots, but the difference
was the Delhi pair's tremen-
dous bat speed that allowed
them to collectively hit 15 fours
and four sixes. Without taking
any credit away from NSW, the
duo of Phillip Hughes and
Moises Henriques managed
onlyseven fours and three sixes
between them.

In the context of Delhi's
assault, the first three overs --
which yielded just three runs
and included an opening-over
maiden -- were an aberration.
The innings opened up in the
fourth over when Isuru Udana,
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star attractions in Tillakaratne
Dilshan and Gautam Gambhir
departed In quick succession.
Those strikes didn't deter
Sehwag who gave the raucous
home crowd plenty to cheer
with some powerful strokes off
the front foot.

Farveez Maharoof was
brought in to take the pace off
the ball and make run-scoring
difficult but Delhi didn't allow
him to settle. Karthik cleverly
picked the huge gap at third
man, dabbing him past the
keeper for two boundaries in

game and the Sehwag and
Karthik, perhaps mindful of
that, didn't want them to settle
into a comfort zone either.
Sehwag slogged Kaushal
Lokuarachchi's first ball over
deep midwicket before Karthik
too joined in the act, reaching
out to drive the bowler past the
COVErs,

A frantic call for a single cost
Sehwag his wicket but the
innings never lost momentum,
thanks to Karthik who was
already well-set. In the 19th
over, Karthik slogged Ajantha
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Delhi Daredevils bowler Glenn McGrath (R) celebrates with team-
mates Amit Mishra (L) and Dinesh Karthik after taking a wicket of
Wayamba Eleven in their Champions League match at the Feroze

Shah Kotla Stadium on Sunday.

Cape Cobras on Saturday.

The match was all but
sealed when Nannes and
McGrath punched holes into
the Wayamba top order to
reduce them to a hapless 36 for
5. Mahela Udawatte swung at
thin air and lost his middle
stump to Nannes while
Michael Vandort was bowled
by same bowler after making a
start with two impressive
boundaries. The Powerplay
overs yielded an unsatisfac-
tory 31 and the minute
Jeevantha Kulatunga tried to
force the pace against Amit
Mishra, he holed out to
sweeper cover. McGrath
knocked back Jehan
Mubarak's off stump for a
first-ball duck and with it all
hopes of a competitive chase.

Delhi never showed any
signs of slackness in the feld
even while Wayamba had two
capable batsmen in Mahela
Jayawardene and Maharoof at
the crease. Dilshan set one
such example when he
sprinted all the way from mid-
off to his right and took a tum-
bling catch to send back

: Maharoof. Jayawardene, walk-

ingin at No.4, helped himselfto
a half-century which got lost in
the collapse. His innings fea-
tured two clean strikes over the
rope and a reverse sweep for
four. He then holed out to long-
off to hand Nannes his fourth
wicket.

In their last ten overs, Delhi
slammed 104 runs. Wayamba,
in their full quota, managed
only 120 runs and there lay the
big difference between the
teams. Though Jayawardene's
effort came in a lost cause, it
could make a difference if the
net run rate comes into the
picture at the end of the
round.

BRIEF SCORES

Delhi Daredevils 170 for 5
(Sehwag 66, Karthik 61) beat
Wayamba 120 for 7
(Jayawardene 54, Nannes 4-24,
McGrath 2-20) by 50 runs

NSW first in 2nd round
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batsmen reached half-
centuries but, despite being

Henriques had struck three
sixes during his cameo against

hoping they would hit if the
batsmen misjudged the pace

Cricket But Gatting questioned aTest for England in his home- | four tickets for 400 rupees each. | JAIrSl New South extremely well set, were the Eagles and began to do a and bounce. It was a method
whether that would leave landbutscored three centuries | This man was selling them for | CHAMPIONS Wales, the unable to provide the slog- repeat, launching Rory NSWs attack would imple-
AFP, London sufficienttime forhimtoregain  in five one-day internationals | 350 rupees, | was worried EAC,UE N champmt}s?f over thrust needed to take the Hamilton-Brown over extra ment with success.
: . his form in time for the Tests. there in 2005 and has gone on whether the tickets were genu- “""“‘""F‘Q A{J stralia's total towards 150. That they coverand clearingthg long-on BRIEFSCORES
Former England skipper Mike We only have one or tWwo g establish himself as one of | 1N€ but decided to go for them. I ¥ Big Bash, wereunableto do so was more boundary off James Kirtley. New South Wales 130 for 2
warm-up matches so it's going  theworld's finestbatsmen. hadno p]’[}bl{}n‘[ﬁ inside. | were the first anindictment of how difficult The batsmen scored 45

Gatting believes it is unlikely
Kevin Pietersen will be at his
best on the upcoming tour of
South Africa and has branded
the batsman's inclusion in the
tour partyagamble

Pietersen is in both the one-
day and Test squads for the 11-
week tour that gets underway
next month, despite having yet
to fully recover from surgery he
underwent in July for an
Achilles tendon problem.

The South African-born star

to be a big ask from him to get
back to his best, even someone
of his ability,” Gatting said. "He
wasn't in the best of nick when
heleft.

"He hasn't played for a few
months and hasn't done a
great deal. He can't just pick it
up where he left off after such a
serious injury. You have to have
a couple of games to getinto i,
get your rhythm back, get your
hand-eye co-ordination right

England nevertheless have
demonstrated that they can
thrive without Pietersen by
beating Australia in this year's
Ashes series before reaching
the semifinals of the recent
Champions Trophy tourna-
mentinSouth Africa.

"We managed to win the
Ashes without Pietersen so |
can't see why we can't do well
in South Africa without him,"

"We have no idea about
this,” said Ravi Jain, member,
Delhi and District Cricket
Associaton.

Premier T20
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Besides Radio Foorti is the

tournament's radio partner.
"We have a jersey unveiling

programme, live concerts

involving popular pop stars at

team from
Group B to secure passage,
with points carried forward, to
the second round of the
Champions League. They did
so by showing tremendous
adaptability in both their
matches on slow Delhi pitches
with low bounce. Phillip
Hughes and Moises
Henriques quickly assessed
what a competitive total

batting was on this surface
than a criticism of their power-
hitting skills.

Just how tough Sussex’s
chase would be was evident in
Brett Lee's opening over of the
chase. Bowling fast and straight,
Lee pitched one on alength: the
ball stayed low, ripped through
Ed Joyce's defence, and crashed
into the middle of off stump.
The total of 130 had suddenly

runs between overs 10 and 15
and, with eight wickets iIn
hand, a score of 150 was prob-
able. There were no bound-
aries in the last four overs,
though, the most eventful
delivery being the beamer
from Dwayne Smith that
crashed into the
wicketkeeper's helmet, and
NSW had to settle for less.

It isn't often that a team

(Hughes 62 not out,
Henriques 51 not out) beat
Sussex 95 for 8 (Henrnques 3-
23) by 35 runs

Miracle-maker
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Maradona had been under
huge pressure after an unim-
pressive qualifying perfor-
mance left his team on the
verge of facing a play-off to

e | : . . would be on such a surface -- growninstature. scores merely 130 in a :
s expected to be physically fitin ~ and itwill take time. bdgpngad(}ed. ‘ the SBNCS during innings ; : : S T : , T P tch despite hav- l'E_ﬂ'Ch South Africa. But U'l_f'}’
[jmepfurth{* l_ne_lim.wh S “He may still have the injury What England have todois | breaks. A DJ corner, cheergirls, only 130 was needed on Friday NSW's innings was in strife  Twenty20 match despl V- will now face Uruguay, a point

series that 1N

begins

lingering in the back of his
mind so he has to get fully
confident again. All that has to
be out of his mind so he can get
onwith the batting.”

get rid of that inconsistency
because at the moment when
they are good they can be very
good, but when they are bad
theyare verybad.”

SMS quiz competition for fans,
a paper-lantern show and
fireworks have also been
planned. Through the media
we want to invite the fans to
this grand show," informed

night-- and their bowlers, fast
and spin alike, bowled a dan-
gerous stump-to-stump line,
snuffing out Sussex's chase
with early wickets and
extremely few Powerplay runs.

at 40 for 2 and they had
reached only 50 at the half-
way stage when the accelera-
tion came. Hughes hit the first
six in the 11th over, muscling
Piyush Chawla with a flat bat

ing eight wickets in the bank
but it was that sort of a pitch. It
got lower and slower as the day
wore on; the batsmen strug-
gled to find timing and had to
stay vigilant to keep out the
occasional shooter. Robin

behind Argentina in fifth, on
Wednesday in a make-or-break
game.

The circumstances, com-
bined with his long absence
from the national team, made

e ————
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