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Int'l confce on

war crimes in
USon Oct 18

BSS, Dhaka

A daylong international con-
ference on “Bangladesh 1971:
Addressing claims or war
crimes, genocide and crimes
against humanity' will be held
on October 18 at Wilkins
Theater for Performing Arts of
KEAN University at New Jersey
of USA.

President of the university
Dr Daud Farahe will inaugu-
rate the conference, according
to message received here
yesterday.

Bangladesh Study Group
and Human Rights Institute of
the university have jointly
organised the conference.

A large number of profes-
sors and experts from USA,
Canada and Bangladesh will
participate in the function.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop yes-
terday called on the govern-
ment, private organisations as
well as NGOs to work unitedly
with a view to stopping haz-
ardous child labour.

They made the call at the
workshop on 'Action to stop
hazardous child labour:
Perspective Bangladesh’
organised by The Good Earth
in association with Manusher
Jonno Foundation at Biam
auditorium in the city.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Labour and Employment

Secretary Ataharul Islam

'Work unitedly to
stop hazardous
child labour’

underscored the need to
create an opportunity for the
child labour to receive educa-
tuon.

He asserted that children
should not be appointed in
hazardous jobs, especially In
bidi or cigarette factories,
automobile or battery facto-
ries, transportation, ship-
breaking industries, etc.

Rina Roy, director of
Manusher Jonno Foundation;
Rafiqul Islam, former joint
secretary; and representatives
from FBCCI, BEMEA and
Tannery Owners' Association
were present
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Representatives from six mobile phone operators with Allan Freedman, country director of the BBC
World Service Trust, Bangladesh, at the signing ceremony of a project to enable people to learn
English on their mobile phones atthe Trust office in the city yesterday.

Learning English

on cellphone
BBC signs deal with mobile

Workshop on
social inclusion
begins today

METRO DESK

Sightsavers International
organises a three-day work-
shop on social inclusion at
Spectra Convention Centre in
the city beginning today.

The theme of the workshop
is "An exploration of
Community Based
Rehabilitation (CBR) in the
light of the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD) ', saysa
pEsSEslease) AL Ak &
. « kbe yohjective of. holding
the workshop is to develop
common understanding of
social inclusion among the
mass people to promote equal
rights and to make the world
accessibletoall.

The global overview of the
UNCRPD, current global
initiatives, and interaction of
different stakeholder will be
discussed with a focus on
Bangladesh perspective.

A Plan of Action for con-
cerned stakeholders in
Bangladesh in line with
UNCRPD is expected to be
developed as the outcome of
the workshop.

phone operators

METRO DESK

BBC World Service Trust and
the country's six mobile
phone operators joined hands
to enable people to learn
English on their mobile
phones,

to an extensive range of audio
and text lessons on their hand-
sets. The service is likely to be
launched later this month.

Leading figures from Aktel,
Banglalink, Citycell,
Grameenphone, Teletalk and
Warid and the BBC signed a
deal to this end at the Trust
office in the city yesterday,
says a press release.

The cellphone operators
have combined forces under
the umbrella of the
Association of Mobile
Telecommunications
Operators of Bangladesh

(AMTOB) with the BBC.

Standard tariffs have been
reduced for Interactive Voice
Response (IVR) calls and SMS
in order to ensure the widest
possible affordability and
uptake across the nation.

BBC Learning,-English

: mobilel donenhisbeiag offénd fre®bf
subseribews ofall levels access |

cost tathemobile opérators as
part of the English in Action
project, supported by the UK
government through the
Department for International
Development.

Zakiul Islam, president of
AMTOB, said, "By virtue of this
project, mobile operators are
demonstrating their commit-
ment to development.”

Allan Freedman, country
director of the BBC World
Service Trust, Bangladesh,
said, “We are delighted to be
bringing accessible and
affordable English learning to
those that wantand needit.”

Stus!ents of Sara International School and College at Dhanmondi and their teachers pose for photograph
during their educational tour at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Novotheatre in the city recently.

Lux-Channel i
Superstar 2009
audition round
begins in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

The two-day Chittagong
regional audition round of
Lux-Channel i Superstar 2009
contest began in the port city
yesterday.

The audition venue at The
Peninsula Chittagong, a hotel
close to GEC intersection,
wore a festive look as intended
young superstars thronged
the spotamid enthusiasm,

A total of 750 contestants,
who got their names regis-
tered for the audition earlier,
appeared before the judges
until the audition of the first
day concluded in the after-
noon.

Of them, 18 participants
got “Yes" cards till 3:30pm.

“An equal number of par-
ticipants would appear for the
audition today, said
Moshrefiquzzaman Raju of
the event management firm.

“Chittagong is the last of
the seven venues for audition
round. After wrapping up the
audition round here, the
second round would be held
in the capital,” he said.

The audition round started
in Mymensingh on the
October 1 and continued in
Bogra, Dhaka, Rajshahi,
Khulna and Sylhet before
Chittagong.

Popular TV artistes and
models Tazin Ahmed, Tarin,
Shamim Shahed, Farah Ruma,
lTushar Khan and Shihab
Shahin were the judges of the
audition round.

Swarna rice
brings smiles
to growers

in Rangpur

BSS, Nilphamari

Swarna sub-1, a new flood
tolerant rice variety, devel-
oped in Dhaka by
International Rice Research
and Institute (IRRI), has
brought smiles to farmers in
flood prone regions in
greater Rangpur.

Swarna sub-1 sgplings,
which can survive in flood
waters for 15 days, start
growing faster after the
floodwaters recede, farmers
raising the new variety said.

Crop fields in the region
were flooded late, this year,
as monsoon was delayed by
climate change.

The rice variety has cre-
ated a new optimism for the
farmers in the perennially
flood prone districts of
Nilphamari, Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat, Rangpur and
Gaibandha.

Each year, Aman rice on
about 1.20 lakh hectares
used to be damaged by
floods in the five districts in
greater Rangpur.

[t was in this backdrop
that RDRS, an NGO, in asso-
ciation with TRRI introduced

* the flood tolerant rice variety

in the region to minimise the
growers' losses.

The farmers are happy
with Swarna sub-1, with an
output of four to five tons per
hectare, even if the crop goes
under water, said RDRS,
working with the farmers.

The people in the region
expect that rice variety
would help them get rid of
the curse of "Monga' in the
months of Ashwin and
Kartik.
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PHOTO: STAR
'YES' cardholders of Chittagong regional audition round of Lux-Channel | Superstar 2009 contest
pose for photograph at a port city hotel yesterday.

DU diploma
on disaster
management

UNB, Dhaka

Social Welfare and Research
Institute of Dhaka University
has taken a decision to intro-
duce post-graduate diploma
course on disaster manage-
ment.

The 14-week long course
will be introduced with the
assistance of Food and
Disaster Management
Ministry and UNDP.

Those having post-
graduate degrees in social
welfare, social work or rele-
vant subjects and others
currently working in the field
of disaster management in
government Oor non-
government organisations
and eager to perform duties in
the future are eligible for
admission to the course.

Interested persons have
been requested to be present
at the office of Director of
Social Welfare and Research
Institute at4:00pm on October
16 along with application, two
copies of passport sized pho-
tographs, bio-data and copies
of all certificates.

TALKSqWITH GOVT ON GAS
Nat'l committee

places proposals

DU CORRESPONDENT

———

The National Committee to
Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral
Resources, Power and Port
yesterday put forward some
proposals to the chairman of
parliamentary standing com-
mittee on power, energy and
mineral resource ministry in
response to their invitation for
discussion.

The standing committee
on Saturday sent a formal
letter inviting the national
committee to have an
exchange of views on the issue
on October 15.

The national committee
has been demonstrating
protesting the government's
recent move to award offshore
gas blocks to two foreign
companies.

In a letter to the chairman
of the parliamentary standing
committee, the national
committee said with a view to
making the discussion suc-

cessful, it is forwarding some
proposals for discussion in the
meeting scheduled for
October 15.

The proposals included
discussion on Model PSC 2008
and the process of present
contract on three sea blocks,
implementation of six-point
demand for scrapping
Phulbari Coal Project, imme-
diate steps to resolve gas and
electricity crisis, and increas-
ing the capability of Bapex and
Petrobangla.

The national committee
opined that to make the dis-
cussion successful the process
of finalising the contract with
two foreign companies under
Model PSC 2008 should be
postponed and parliamentary
standing committee in this
regard should give formal
direction to Petrobangla.

The national committee
said they are prepared to sit for
discussion if they get positive
response to their proposals

Int'l Standards
Day tomorrow

BSS, Dhaka

The 40th 'International
Standards Day' would be
observed in the country as
elsewhere across the world
LOMOrrow.

The day is going to be
observed with a call to main-
tain quality of products in line
with the international stan-
dards.

Theissue of climate change
has been focused as this year's
theme of the day is "Tackling
climate change through stan-
dards'.

Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTI), a
state-run watchdog agency for
monitoring food items and
manufacturing products, has
taken elaborate programmes
to mark the day.

BSTI will organise a discus-
sion in its auditorium at
10:15am in the city where
Industries Minister Dilip
Barua will be present as the
special guest.

National newspapers will
bring out special supple-
ments, while Bangladesh
Betar, Bangladesh Television
and private radio and TV
channels will air special
programmes highlighting the
significance of the day.

Yusuf joins BERC
as chairman

BSS, Dhaka

Syed Yusuf Hossain joined
Bangladesh Energy
Regulatory Commisston
(BERC) as its chairman yester-
day, says an official release
here.

A gazette notification
about the appointment was
issued on Sunday.

According to Bangladesh
Energy Regulatory
Commission Act of 2003, the
tenure of the appointment 1s
three years.

Earlier, Yusuf served the
post of the comptroller and
auditor general.
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ye ovens. Brought

pliance company
Now COOK

jalive fealures

world of cuisine.

- Whirlpool products are available in Bangladesh at WESCEECTEER Call TRANSCOM Digi
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® SALAMALLIANCE @

® ULLASHALLIANCE @

® RASHID ALLIANCE @
® SHAFIQALLIANCE o
® LUCKYALLIANCE o

R.B.ALLIANCE

® ORCHIDALLIANCE @

1950 SFT

TRUST ALLI
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Office

We Define Quality
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Professional Community Halls
Landscape with Water Body

Hygienic Water Reservoirs

Builder of Classic Apartments

ANCE

Reception Stairs & Lift Lobby finished with Marble / Granite
Generator with Full Load Capacity (Including AC)

Lifts are Fitted with Wide S.5. Taper Jamb and Transom Panel in every Floor
All tiles, Sanitary Wares, Fittings & Fixtures are Imported
Imported Glass Shower Enclosures and Exhaust System in zll Bathrooms

Fitted Kitchen Cabinets with Marble / Granite Counter Tops & Smoke Exhaust System

100% Stone Chips Structure

Hot Line: 01713 109063, 01713 109062, 01713 10906

01713 114506, 01714 174310, 01714019670

‘House # 104 (1% & 2™ Floor), Park Road, New DOHS
Mohakhali, Dhaka. E-mail: trustalliance@gmail.com

Why Classic?

Lawns / Gardens
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: 871 2118,871 2563,871 2564,871 5479,871 5480

B

tal: 8855366-8, 01712 665463 & sincer . Call Hello Singer: 9884113, 01552 205160-2




