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Gallery Chitrak, Dhaka and

Bangladeshi American Art Gal-

lery, USA jointly organised a
group art exhibition at Clifton

Heights, Pennsylvania. The ex-

hibition kicked off on Sep-
tember 27 and will continue
aver the next two months. The
group includes Shafiuddin
Ahmed and Mohammad
Kibria -- two senior-most
painters of Bangladesh. Other
renowned artists like Monirul
[slam, Qayyum Chowdhury,
Samarjit Roy Chowdhury,
Hashem Khan and Rahiqun
Nabi works have also en-
riched the exhibition.

Some painters of the late
'60s like Kalidas Karmakar,
Hamiduzzaman Khan,
Shahid Kabir and Abul Barq
Alvi's forms, compositions
and line-oriented works have
givenadistinctlook to the dis-
play. Representing the '70s
and '80s artists are Alakesh
Ghosh, Shahabuddin Ahmed,
Ranjit Das, Mohammad
Eunus, Jamal Ahmed, Nisar
Hossain, Muniruzzaman,
Kanak Chanpa Chakma and
Shamsuddoha.

Over the last few vyears,
Bangladeshi painters have had
the chance to exhibit their
works in major galleries all over
the world. These exhibitions
help our painters gain recogni-
tion abroad. It should also be
noted that some Bangladeshi
painters’ works have been se-
lE(‘tt‘d h". several well-

np:.d,nd erca.
Mohammad Kibria is a
non-figurative painter. From
early in his career, he tends to
experiment with geometrical
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in his works. At the exhibition,
his etching is relatively more
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folk orientation has earned

him a firm position in our art.
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Clockwise (from top-left) artworks by Monirul Islam,
Ranjit Das and Mustaque Ahmed.

works presently look all the
more serene and alluring for
his meticulous use of space
and composition.

Hashem Khan likes to por-
tray rural life and daily chores.
His painting gives voice to the
masses of our country. Green
and yellow have been pre-
dominantly used in his works
thatare on display at the exhi-
bition. Various abstract forms
also find a place on his can-
vas. The artist is fastidious
about his use of space, which
gives an outstanding depth to
his work.

Rafiqun Nabi's “Tokai”

delves s%f%t;q R life: m;&srﬁ%. ’

children. The drawing gives

satirical image of society. J"LS
an admirer of nature, the art-
ist has depicted fishermen at
work in deep sea. Figures and

'he works are done in acrylic
on canvas. Nabi is also criti-
cally acclaimed for his wood-
cutengraving,

Monirul Islam’s “Old Sym-
phony” is an acrylic piece
with eloquent lines and sub-
dued colours. Spaceis an inte-
gral feature of his works. Both
tranquillity and transparency
are extremely unique charac-
teristics in his printmaking.
The artist likes to reminis-
cence on his past through his
work. He is famous for his
printmaking, particularly in
etching and aquatint.

AKM Alamgir Huque is not
a }'lguratlye or nbljeul\:ﬂ
paimter.” He now lives and
works in Canada. Once the
painter was famed for his per-
suasive printmaking. He was
influenced by Mohammad

the US

painter. He portrays nature
and its mysterious phases
through his personal views
and experiences. He uses
sweeping strokes, which
bring an animated hallmark
to his works. His strokes, lines
and sprinkled dots create a
language, which is unfamiliar
andintriguing.

Mustaque Ahmed is a self-
taught artist, who has been
quite active inthe Dhaka art cir-
cuit over the years. He works
on varied subjects. “The Na-
ture” is one of the evocative
works that mingles emerald
green and yellow. The work is
mainly composition-based
and focuses on Bangladeshi
seasons. He meticulously ar-
ranges forms and colours in
his works. In his canvases,
colours create a distinct and ex-
pressive language.

Jamal Ahmed is recognised
for portraying women in their
diverse moods, as well as
riverine and rural landscapes.
[n his “Woman and River,” the
shore looks serene and has an
impressive view. A boat is also
noticeable in the work.

Ranjit Das is celebrated for
his flamboyant style and stim-
ulating themes. Ranjit's works
have close ties to the bucolic
countryside and the rural way
of life. His “Jovial Mood-11/12"
affluently articulates two teen-
age girls’ dreams and hopes. A
large number of Ranjit's works
depict villagers with domesti-
cated and wild animals. Their
passion, woes, bliss and aspi-

ratigps emenge on his canyas. |

All his works have in the back-
ground a story, which is famil-
iar to us. His works give the
viewer a real picture of our
socio-political and economic

Kathin Chibar Daan

Major Buddhist festival
begms in Khagrachhan
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Head of Khagrachhari Arjabon Bano Bihar, Praggalankar
Mohasthabir, inaugurates the festival at his establishment.

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

BREREEEERIAEE [ I T L il L s s s T s s s Yy T T T I T T I Ty T

Themonth-long ‘Danutthum Kathin Chibar Daan, one of the biggest
religious festivals of the Buddhists in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
began recentlyin eightupazilas of Khagrachhari district.

Ihe head of Khagrachhari Arjabon Bano Bihar,
Praggalankar Mohasthabir, said that the festival is supposed to
reinvigorate the Buddhist people. To mark the occasion, every
Keyang or Buddhist mission was decorated colorfully and the
celebrations generated much enthusiasm among the Bud-
dhists in the district.

Sources said that the month long festivities include 'Maitree
Sutra Path' (rendering of religious songs), 'Austrabingshati
Buddha Puja,” 'Pancha Shil' (offering of prayers), ‘Austrashil
Grahan,' 'Pradip Puja’ (lighting of candles), 'Pindha Daan’ (of-
Ilnng of meals to munksJ and '‘Chibar Daan" at eadnﬁuddha
Bihar.

‘Danutthum Kathin Chibar Daan’' is a tradition of weaving a
piece of cloth within 24 hours; this would subsequently be gifted
to the local religious leader. This practice signifies an effort to

forms and texture. Blue, appealingforitsunevencom- Birds, fish and scattered lines  poats criss-cross over the Kibria and Mark Rothko. He structure.
black, grey, orange and brown PoOsition. are noticeable in his works fea- painting, The canvas is gradually transformed him- I'he exhibition at Clifton

have been dominantly used Samarjit Roy Chowdhury's turedatthe US exhibition. His  mainly dominated by blue. self as an abstract landscape Heightsends on November27.

eliminate the sins of the community. Towards this end, Bud-

dhists also donate money, papers, books and other necessary
items to the local Bihar.
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