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Most residents evacuated
three five-storey buildings at
Hajiganj in Narayangan) town
on Saturday night after the
buildings tilted and subsided,
creating a panic among the
local people.

Some others shifted their
furniture and belongings to
safer place yesterday morn-
Ing.

The owners of the build-
ings are Hosne Ara, a teacher,
and expatriates Ashraf and
Bhulu Mia. Local people
noticed on Saturday evening
that Hosne Ara's building
tilted and leaned against the
building of Ashraf and the
building of Bhulu Mia tilted
towards the building of Ashraf.

Fire service officials said
the buildings subsided more
than one foot as the owners
constructed them on water
bodies after filling up them
with sand.

Local people fear that disas-
ter may take place anytime,
resulting in huge casualties.

On receiving information,
the police and high officials of
the district administration
visited the spot on Saturday
night. They asked the families
living in the buildings to evac-
uate immediately.

The police were deployed in
the area to protect the proper-
ties of the residents, said Fatulla
Model Police Station Assistant
Police Superintendent Mir Abu
Touhid.

Shamsuddin, a local resi-
dent, said teacher Hosne Ara
constructed a four-story
building in 2001. Later, one
more floor was built on the top

“-‘..

E
l
!
:
i
3!

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
acquitted Jatiya Party (Manju)
Chairman and former com-
munications minister Anwar
Hossain Manju of charges in a
case in which he was earlier
sentenced to five years'
imprisonment in absentia.

Judge ANM Bashir Ullah of
the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court cancelled the
sentence and conviction that
was given by another court
sentencing him to five years’
imprisonment and acquitted
him upon an appeal by Manju.

Manju was present at the
court during the delivery of
the judgment. He told journal-
ists that he got justice from the
court as the political govern-
ment was in power. He also
said the case was filed to
harass him politically.

He filed an appeal with the
court on June 28 seeking
cancellation of the sentence
saying that the lower court had
given the verdictillegally.

The joint forces seized 21
bottles of contraband liquor
from Manju's Dhanmondi
residence on March 81in 2007,

Judge Jahed Mansur of the
Fourth Assistant Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court of
Dhaka sentenced Manju to
five years in jail and fined him
Tk 10,000 on June 26 in 2007 in
absentia for committing the
offences.

Manju was sent to jail on

factions yesterday were locked
into a scuffle in front of the
party’s central office at Naya
Paltan in the city yesterday,
leaving atleast 10 people injured.

Meanwhile, BNP Secretary
General Khandaker Delwar
Hossain inducted nine local
leaders into Munshiganj BNP
convening committee, Five
leaders were also dropped
from the committee.

"The action has been taken
following an order of the party
Chairperson Khaleda Zia,
Delwar said in a letter to the
convening committee,

I'he scuffle between the
supports of Myme nanh BNP
factions tm}k place in front ol
the party's central office
around noon, sources said.

They came to Dhaka along
with their leaders,
Mymensingh BNP convener
Afzal H Khan and local leader
Ali Asgar, as the pnrtr s Joint
Secretary General Abdullah Al

Noman called in them to

leaders of Mymensingh district
(north) BNP and city BNP
committees in the party office,
supporters of the two factions
who gathered outside got
locked into a scuffle.

Later, law enforcers brought
the situationunder control.

Supporters of Ali Asgar
alleged that Afzal H Khan

cated leaders, including Asgar.
But supporters of Afzal Khan
denied the allegations.

When asked about the
incident, Noman said they
have already resolved the
disputes involving some party
units in Mymensingh and the
process is going on to solve
other problems.
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buildings and their tenants
have been asked to vacate the
building for security reasons.
However, the possibility of any
major disaster at the moment
is slim, he added.

Deputy Commissioner
Shamsur Rahman said Rajuk
chairman has been informed
of the matter. Rajuk will send
an expert team to inspect the
buildings. And action will be
taken on the basis of their
suggestions.

ment would include men-
tal health education in the
medical courses, including
MBBS, to extend the health
services to the country’s 16
percent mentally ill peo-
ple.

He called on the medical
students to come forward to
treat mentally ill people,
saying, “Most of the medical
students want to become
physicians of cardiology,

gynaecology and go into

Health Institute to get rec-
ommendations from the
patients as well as profes-
sionals to reform the age-old
Mental Health Service Act
(1912).

Ruhal made the observa-
tions as the chief guest at a
view exchange meeting on
‘Mental health in primary
care: Enhancing treatment
and promoting mental
health' at Cirdap auditorium
in the city.
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with Khandakar Jahurul
Alam, president of the
forum, in the chair.

The minister expressed
his concern over the sorry
state of the only govern-
ment-run mental hospital in
Pabna.

At the meeting, a number
of relatives of mentally ill
people shared their experi-
ences about the mental
health treatment facilities in
the country and their agony
to handle such patients
without any government
assistance.

Parents. and health pro-
fessionals urged the govern-
ment to increase budgetary
allocation for the treatment
of mentally ill patients, as the
current allocation is not
enough to deal with such a
big portion of patients.

Ruhal acknowledged the
realities and assured them
that his team would work to
solve those pains of the
mentally ill patients.

Farah Kabir, country
director of ActionAid
Bangladesh, moderated the
meeting, while Secretary
General of Jatiya Protibandhi
Forum Jawaherul Islam
Mamum, Rabeya Sultana of
ActionAid, Badrul Mannan of
the forum, Prof ASM Atiqur
Rahman, Prof Rokeya
Begum, Associate Prof
Salahuddin Kawsar, Director
of Mental Health Institute
Prof Golam Robbani and
DGHS Director General Shah
Monir Hossain also spoke.
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