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Songs of the soul

Shadhon Fakir and his troupe perform at Indian Cultural Centre
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A cultural programme featur-
ing baul songs by Darbesh
Shadhon Fakir and his troupe
from Bardhaman, West Bengal
was held at the Indian Cultural
Centre, Gulshan on October 8.
The High Commission of
India, Dhaka in association
with Shadhona -§ g.c ug[re for
advancement of South’Asian
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Among the Japanese, Maki
Kazumi Das, has been a
devoted baul over the last 17
years, Maki started her khelafat
(the process of becoming a
baul) under the tutelage of
Shadhon Fakir. She now goes
by the Banglaname ‘Goshai'.

Featuring several tradi-
tional instruments, including
ektara, dotara, khamok, tabla
and harmonium, the soiree
started off with the song "Chai
anando, chai prem". Swapon
Adhikarirendered the song.

At the programme, Maki
aka Goshai rendered two
Lalon songs -- "Shonar
manush bhashchhey roshey"
and "Mon-er manush
Jekhaney, amijai shekhaney”.

Among other Japanese
bauls, Kazumi Fukajawa aka
Shubhra sang "Shadhu shango
binatatwa thojanbina.”

Sumanta Das, the youngest
member of the troupe, ren-
dered a Bhoba Pagla song,
titled "Jibon nodir kuley kuley,
mon doley aar prandoley”.

Fakir Razzaq from Kushtia
also joined the troupe at the
programme. He sang a Lalon
song, "Ekmalajol pheltey".

The soiree ended with a
rendition of the song "Korli
dhandabaaji orey amar mon,"
by Swapan Adhikari. Darbesh
Shadhon Fakir penned the
song. Among other members

++of the, troupe ‘were Bhajan ..

Bairagi and SukumarMallik.

| m—

r :
fé‘ s & Entertdinment

Tagore songs on a rainy evening

Solo performance by Roquaiya Hasina Neely

ZAHANGIR ALOM
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Roquaiya Hasina Neely, a well-known Tagore
artiste, presented a solo performance, titled
“Mon-er Majhey Je Gaan Bajey” at the central
auditorium of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (BUET) on
October 8,

The artste rendered eight Tagore songs. Of

|« them, "Amar mon-er majhey je gaan bajey,"

"Durey kothay," "Kotobar bhebechhinu” and a
song from Bhanu Shingher Padaboli "Moron rey
tuhumomo" seemingly enthralled the audience.

After Tagore songs, Neely performed songs
of three poets -- DL Roy, Atul Prasad and
Rajanikant -- "Aaji gao mahageet,” "Ke abar
bajaye banshi” and "Jagao pothikey"
respectively, followed by six adhunik songs.

The adhuniksongs performed by the singer
were "Ei sundar swarnali sondhyae,”
"Nishiraat banka chaand akashey," "Ami
sagorerneel” and more.
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Born in Birbhum, West Bengal, Neely,
daughter of martyred intellectual Rashidil
Hasan (a teacher of English department,
Dhaka University), had her first music lesson
at the age of five from Radhapada Sarker of

West Bengal. She completed a five-year course

in Rabindra Sangeet from Chhayanaut
Sangeet Bidyayatan. Later she trained under
renowned singer Ajit Roy.

This was her third solo performance in
Bangladesh. The artiste's first album was
released in 1988 from Canada. Her fourth album,
titled "KiSur Jagao,” was released in July2008.

Neely Is an enlisted singer of both
Bangladesh Betar (Radio) and BTV since 1976,
Currently the artiste is an adjunct faculty at the
Government Music College, Agargaon, Dhaka,

Almas Al on violin, Gautam on tabla and
Daulat on Keyboard accompanied the singer
atthe programme.

The show was dedicated to the memory of
Neely's guru, the late composer Abdul Ahad.

The event was arranged by O-series.
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Bauls from Darhesh Shadhon Fakir’s troupe perform at the Indian Cultural Centre.

screened at the venue. Taslima
Akhter, a student of the pho-
tography school, Pathshala,

music and dance -- organised
the event

Prior to the performances,
a PowerPoint presentation on

Earlier, Lubna Mariam,
danseuse and general secre- | |
tary of Shadhona, gave a brief o | N F
speech highlighting her Gk 5 2t

two veteran Lalon devotees of
Kushtia -- Abdur Rob Fakirand
Buri Fakirani.

troupe took the stage. The
troupe comprised nine mem-
bers, including three Japanese
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the lifestyle of bauls was did the photo-story covering Next Shadhon Fakirand his  bauls. organisation's activities. Roquaiya Hasina Neely sings at BUET Auditorium. PHOTO: NELOY HOSSAN
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