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Govt to go after jam
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construction of roads, malls and
schools and colleges.”

GAS ISSUE

During the question-answer
period, Hasina strongly criti-
cised those opposing the gov-
emment's plans to explore the
offshore blocks for gas.

“I wonder why they are oppos-
ing gas exploration. Maybe they
don't want to see the country
make progress and industries
expand,” she added.

“We will however press
ahead with our plans to search
for gas in the interests of the
country’'sdevelopment.”

Earlier on August 24, the
cabinet committee on the
economic affairs approved
deals with two foreign compa-
nies for oil and gas exploration
in three off-shore blocks.

The National Committee to
Protect Oil, Gas and Mineral
Resources observed a half-day
hartal in the city on September
14, demanding the government
scrap the deals.

About worries that the con-
tracts would oblige the govern-
ment to export gas to foreign
countries, Hasina said the gas to
be extracted from the Baywould
be used for industrialisation in
the northern districts.

The prime minister was
scheduled to answer six ques-
tions yesterday. Of those, three
were from opposition and
independent lawmakers.

On this point, Speaker Abdul
Hamid said, “It's a good sign

Turag

FROM PAGE 1
Advocate Manzill Murshid

filed the petition on behalf of
Human Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh, a human rights
organisation.

He told The Daily Star that
the HC in a verdict on June 24
this year directed the authori-
ties concerned to protect
Turag, Balu, Shitalakkhya and
Buriganga rivers around the
capital from encroachment
and earth filling.

Copies of the judgement
had been sent to the authori-
ties concerned and the media
reported it extensively, he said.

However, the land grabbers
continue filling parts of Turag
at Mirpur with earth, without
caring about the HC verdict,
thelawyersaid.

The HC fixed today for
hearing the petition, he
added.

Dhaka-Ctg
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month after the cabinet pur-
chase committee approves the
project and selection of the
firms.

“All necessary tasks are
being done very fast so that
primary works of the project
like setting up of offices and
arrangement for accommoda-
tion are initiated by
December,” said Sabbir.

The 215-kilometre dual
carriageway will be con-
structed on build, own, oper-
ate and transfer (BOOT) basis.
The main construction work is
expected to begin in January
and the winning firms will get
three years to complete the
job.

The project director said an
option is there for giving the
contractors another year to
revamp the dual carriageway
at their costs if any flaw or
defect is found in its construc-
tion.

The cost of the project was
estimated at Tk 2,168 crore
when it was initiated four
years ago.

But it failed to make head-
way due to bureaucratic tan-
gle in floating tenders and lack
of coordination among the
authorities concerned.
Finalisation of the project was
delayed and tenders for the
project were also cancelled
twice.

Sabbir said the same firms
would carpet the existing two-
lane Dhaka-Chittagong high-
way at the fag end of construc-
tion of two more lanes. [ts cost
has been included in the
revised budget, he said.

The present government
has chosen it as a priority
project and has been pressing
the communications ministry
to complete all procedures as
soon as possible.

Communications Minister
Syed Abdul Hossain said
upgrade of the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway to a dual
carriageway is one of his min-
istry’s priority projects and its
implementation will make
traffic movement on the high-
way smoother as well as
enhance economic activities.
He told The Daily Star that
there would be no problem
this time regarding tender for
the project.

The Dhaka-Chittagong
highway that links the port city
with the capital has become
risky to ply along because of its
narrowness and poor condi-
tion that contributed to the
increase in accidents on the

that the prime minister has
accepted questions from the
position.”

Addressing the PM, he
noted, “You have honoured the
opposition lawmakers by
accepting their questions. In
one sense, it's their [opposition|
participation in the parliamen-
tary proceedings.”

A smiling Hasina replied,
“Yes, you can say that.”

She said BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia never accepted
questions from opposition
lawmakers while a prime minis-
ter.
“Not only that, the then
speaker would not allow the
opposition lawmakers to raise
supplementary questions. I'd
however like to reply to their
queries,” sheadded.

Speaker
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riverbed withsilt.

“Ultimately, they grab and
fill up the rivers,” Hamid said
while the water resources min-
ister was replying to lawmakers'
queries on dredging the rivers to
give them a new life.

Replying the lawmakers
Water Resources Minister
Ramesh Chandra Sen said the

ernment is planning to
purchase 15 dredgers to dredge
major rivers including the
Padma, Meghna and Jamuna.

“On completion of dredging
of the major rivers, the dredgers
will be used to bring back the
navigability of smaller ones,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Shipping
Minister Shajahan Khan said
the government has already
formed a task force on river

“Process of purchasing three
dredgers is almost completed
and it will take one and a half
years to get those,” the shipping
minister said.

He added by this time the
ministry will carry out dredging
using privately owned dredgers.

“The government will work
with private o tions at
home and abroad to dredge the
rivers, if they are interested,”
Shajahansaid.

The water resources minis-
ter also informed the House
about the measures taken by
the government to increase fish

uction to meet the coun-
try'sdemand.

On leasing out tiny water
bodies (Jalmahal), the minister
said the government would
lease out water bodies to genu-
ine fishermen in line with the
“Jalmahal Management Policy
2009."

“A project is under active
consideration of the govern-
ment to issue identity cards to
genuine fishermen,” he said.

Matin
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Anti-corruption Commission
(ACC) for further investiga-
tion. The ACC has already filed
a case against MA Matin on
charge of irregularities in
awarding the container-
handling work at the portto a
private company.

The ACC has begun investi-
gation and quizzed the former
adviser in connection with the
case. The former adviser,
however, denied the allega-
tion.

“The probe found that
former shipping adviser MA
Matin violated section 58 Gha
(1) of the constitution by
increasing the age limit of
pilots of Chittagong Port,”
Noor-e-Alam Chowdhury,
chairman of the standing
committee, told reporters
after the meeting at Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

“He also violated the Public
Servants (Retirement) Act,
1974 in this regard,”
Chowdhury, also a ruling
Awami League lawmaker,
added. He said the former
shipping adviser abused his
power and it seems financial
matter was related behind
increasing the age limit of the
pilots.

The four-member sub-
committee headed by Shah
Alam yesterday placed its
probe report to the main
committee.

“It is clearly defined in the

act that no one except the
parliament has the authority
to increase the age limit of
public servants. Besides, it is
also a violation of Rules of
Business as it was done with-
out any approval of the estab-
lishment and finance minis-
tries,” he further said.
- The parliamentary body
also recommended upgrading
the marine academy to a
university and accommodat-
ingmorestudents.

Italso stressed the need for
setting up two marine acade-
mies at Barisal and Mongla of
Khulna and setting up marine
courts at Narayanganj,
Chittagong, Khulna and
Barisal

Shipping Minister
Shahjahan Khan agreed with
the committee’'s recommen-
dations and assured the com-
mittee of taking necessary
steps to implement the rec-
ommendations.

Sugar price
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to bring back normalcy in the
prices of sugar.

Finally the government
decided to fix the mill gate rate
of sugar at Tk45 per kg, the
wholesale rate at Tk 46 per kg
and Tk 49-Tk50 per kg at retail
level, Feroz said.

"At the retail level, the price
of sugar will not go beyond
Tk50 per kg." the commerce
secretary told the reporters
afteryesterday's meeting.

He said the government is
strengthening the market
monitoring of basic commodi-
ties to tackle market manipula-
tion, adding that this time the
price will not go up abnormally
as the refiners vowed to main-
tain smooth supply of sugar to
wholesalers.

Annisul Huq, president of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI), who led the
business delegation at the
meeting, said recently sugar
price soared gluball}' due to
production shortfall and
switching to other crops in the
major sugar producing coun-
tries like Brazil and India.

He said the government
earlier fixed the mill gate rate of
sugar at Tk39 per kg and it con-
tinued till 30th September. Then
the global price of sugar was
between $350 and $360 per
tonne, which is now $570-$580
pertonne.

Earlier, both the commerce
mmisu‘]{ and businesspersons
at a daylong meeting on
Monday decided that the date
and rate of sugar must be writ-
ten on the delivery order (D/0)
letters and the buyers must lift
the sugar from the warehouses
in30days.

The validity of D/O letters
will remain effective for 30 days
from the date of issuance, the
Mondaymeeting decided.
CASEAGAINST
SUGARTRADERS
On October 1, District
Marketing Officer of Jessore
Sujat Hossain Khan filed two
cases with Abhaynagar Police
Station against 14 sugar traders.

In the case statement, he
said the defendants had
hoarded a total of 71,010 sacks

of sugar instead of supplying
them tomarket last month.

The High Court (HC) on
October 6 granted anticipatory
bail to them and also issued
separate rules upon the govern-
ment to explain why the
accused should not be given
regularbail.

The government yesterday
filed two petitions with the SC to
stay the HC orders.

After hearing the petition
chamber bench of the Appellate
Division Justice Muzammel
Hossain stayed the HC orders
and also fixed October 11 for
hearing the petitions before
the regular bench of the apex
court.

Rough sea
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‘Surfing the Nations' and a
resident of Hawaii island, inau-
gurated the competition at
Kolatoli point sea beach at
9:00am on Tuesday. Bangladesh
Surfing Club organized the
competition.

45 members of Bangladesh
Surfing Club - both male and
female - were divided into three
groups and started surfing at
9:00am. None ofthem, however,
could surf for more than 10
seconds against the turbulent
waves.

Yet 9 participants, three from
each group- were adjudged best
surfers and awarded trophies.

At the very start,
Bangladesh's first surfer and
president of the Bangladesh
Surfing Club, Zafar Alam, 27,
jumped into the Bay for surfing.
Then other surfers joined him.

Saifus Shahedin and Ismat
Jerin, two tourists from Dhaka
among many others said, they
came to Cox's Bazar to enjoy the
surfing.

Tom Brower said the main
target of the competition was to
popularise surfing in
Bangladesh and to show the
world that Cox's Bazar sea
beachisaproper venue for this.

Fertiliser
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crops during the imminent
Rabiseason.

Copies of a government
circular regarding the time
extension reached to all deputy
commissioners’ offices yester-
day.

Rabindra Kumar
Majumder, additional director
of Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE) in Rajshahi,
quoting a circular from the
agriculture ministry said the
date was extended, as the
recruitment process missed
the previous deadline.

He said once the recruit-
ment is complete, none other
than the selected retailers
would be allowed to sell ferti-
liser.

The government is recruit-
ing some 10,629 retailers under
1,600 fertiliser dealers
appointed by Bangladesh
| Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC) in 85
municipalities and 1096
unions of northern districts.

“The union level selection
committees are failing to reach
a consensus on recruitment as
there is pressure on them of an
unusually large number of
applicants,” said Sirajul Islam,
Godagari upazila DAE officer.

NE
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EC expects
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of prospective voters in four city
corporation areas--Rajshahi,
Khulna, Sylhetand Barisal--

has already been completed.
And the task in Chittagong city
corporation area will continue
till October 10.

On completion of collecting
particulars of prospective
voters in the DCC area, voter
registration will begin on
October 12 and continue till
November 10 at 91 registration
centres.

Prospective voters will have
to visit the registration centres
designated for them to have
their photographs and finger-
prints taken for preparing the
voter list with photographs.

Shahadat said people born
after January 1, 1992 are not
eligible for being registered in
the voter list since they would
not be 18, the qualifying age for
beingvoters.

“It is a punishable offence to
register under-aged people in
the voter list. Registering names
in the voter list twice is also a
punishable offence. We can
identify if someone is registered
twice as voter,” hesaid.

The project director sug-
gested that the city dwellers
contact thana election officers if
they need any assistance. Voters
who want to correct their
national identity cards in case of
any mistakes may also contact
the offices of thana election
officersin the capital.

Replying to a query, he said
they want to finalise the voter

list for the DCC area by mid-
January next year as the EC
plans to hold the long due polls
to the corporationsoon.
DISTRIBUTION OF CARDS
On distribution of national
identity cards prepared earlier,
the project director said it will

n on October 18 and con-
tinue till October 24 in the DCC
area.

People who were registered
in the voter list before the ninth
parliamentary election but did
not get national identity cards
can collect those this time, EC
officials will distribute the cards
at four places in the capital from
10:00am to 5:00pm.

People living in Lalbagh,
Mohammadpur and
Dhanmondi can collect their
cards at Bangladesh Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (BCSIR) officers club.
People of Motijheel, Sabujbagh,
Sutrapur, Demra and Kotowali
can collect those at Basabo
Community Centre,

Residents of Uttara,
Gulshan, Tejgaon, Ramna and
Cantonment areas can collect
their national identity cards at
the College of Textile
Engineering and Technology,
Tejgaon. People from Mirpur
and Pallabi have to collect their
cards at the community centre
atWard- 10.

Shahadat said voters who
live outside the DCC area
should contact the upazila
election offices in their respec-
tive areas to collect their
national identity cards.

Shootouts
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an under-construction CNG

refuelling station in the area
where agang had gathered.

Sensing the presence of
Rab, the miscreants opened
fire prompting them to retali-
ate. Twenty-two shots were
fired.

Rab team found the bul-
let-hit body of Julhas left
lying on the spot and also
recovered a pistol and two
bullets from there while his
accomplices managed to
escape.

As Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) doctors
declared him dead after
Hazaribagh police took him
there, the body of Julhas was
sent to DMCH morgue for
autopsy.

Julhas was accused in eight
cases including two for mur-
der with Dhanmondi,
Mohammadpur and
Hazaribagh police stations,
police said.

In Kushtia, Sunnot Ali, son
of late Dabir Uddin of
Nolkhola under Sadar upazila,
was killed in an 'encounter’
between his cohorts and
police at Uzangram village in
the upazila, reports our
Kushtia correspondent.

Sunnot, accused in six
cases, including four for mur-
der, was a close companion of
Obaidul alias Lal Bhai, a mili-
tary commander of Gono
Bahini, source said.

According to police, a team
of Islamic University Police
Station raided Uzangram
where some Gono Bahini
cadres were holding a meeting
under a bridge around
3:30am.

Sensing presence of the

police, the outlaws opened fire
prompting them to retaliate
that triggered a gunfight.

At one stage, the outlaws
fled the scene leaving
Sunnot's body lying on the
ground.

Police recovered one LG
gun and five bullets from
there.

On information, a team of
Rab-12 conducted a drive at
Kachipara in Pabna Sadar
upazila where a gang of
Sarbahara cadres was holding
a meeting, reports our Pabna
correspondent.

As soon as the Rab mem-
bers reached there, the out-
laws opened fire forcing them

tofireback. . .

Moktar, son of Moslem
Pramanik of Dighi Goailbari
under Sadar upazila, died on
the spot but his accomplices
fled the scene.

Rab members recovered
one LG and three bullets from
there.

Moktar was accused in a
number of cases, including
three murders, Rab sources
said.

Criminals kill
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the police station said crimi-
nals might have pushed him
from upstairs to kill him or
dumped the body after killing
him somewhere else.

SI Ataur quoting Habibur's
wife said he (Habibur) went
out with his rickshaw from his
house Tuesday evening and
remained missing.

The wife also told police
that Habibur usually returned
home late at night and he used
to pull arented rickshaw.

Huda, Noor
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In 1975, Abdul Quddus was a
guard at the official residence
of Bangabandhu on Road-32
in Dhanmondi.

In his statement, Quddus
said on the day of the incident,
Major AKM Mohiuddin with
his lancer sepoys went
upstairs of Bangabandhu's
house. When they were bring-
ing down Bangabandhu to the
ground floor Major Noor said
something in English.
Mohiuddin and his compan-
ions stepped aside and
Captain Bazlul Huda and
Major Noor shot
Bangabandhu, who then fell
on the staircase and died.

Quddus, the fourth prose-
cution witness in the case, said
he and other guards heard
continuous shooting from the
lakeside on the south of the
house while hoisting the
national flag on August 15
morning.

At one stage the shooting
stopped and then sepoys in
black and khaki dresses
entered the house through the
gate saying "hands up".
Quddus said he then saw
convict AKM Mohiuddin and
two other army officers at the
gate,

The court adjourned the
hearing until 9:30am today.

Barrister Mamun will
continue his submission
today before the five-member
bench of the Appellate
Division headed by Justice Md
Tafazzal Islam.

In his submission, Mamun
‘placed the findings of the High

Court judgment delivered by
Justice Md Ruhul Amin over
the matters of convicts Sultan
Shahariar Rashid Khan, AKM
Mohiuddin and Bazlul Huda.

He yesterday started read-
ing the part of the judgment
on the involvement of another
convict Mohiuddin Ahmed.

The five convicts--
dismissed army personnel
Syed Faruque Rahman, Sultan
Shahariar Rashid Khan,
Mohiuddin Ahmed, AKM
Mohiuddin and Bazlul Huda
who are in jail now--filed the
appeals with the SCin October
2007.

After the hearing, Mamun
told The Daily Star that he
would place the verdict deliv-
ered by High Court Judge ABM
Khairul Haque after delivering
the part of the judgment on
Mohiuddin Ahmed's involve-
ment.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam told journal-
ists at his office that the state
counsels would make their
submissions after the con-
victs' counsels conclude their
submissions and arguments,

Authorities yesterday set
up metal detector at the door
of the courtroom. Mahbubey
Alam said the measure was
taken to ensure security dur-
ing the hearing of a sensa-
tional case like the
Bangabandhu murder case.

A number of counsels for
both the state and convicts of
the case, law officers and
journalists were present at the
courtduring the hearing.

Nobel prize
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The ribosome "reads” DNA

and translates the code to
make the body's tens of thou-
sands of different proteins,
thus building and controlling
life at the chemical level.

The Nobel committee said
the trio's contribution had
been in X-ray crystallography
that had generated 3D mod-
els, helping to showing the
ribosome's individual atomic
structure,

These models are now
being harnessed by scientists
in the quest for new microbe-
killing drugs, "directly assist-
ing the saving of lives and
decreasing humanity's suffer-
ing," the jurysaid.

"Many of today's antibiot-
ics cure various diseases by
blocking the function of bac-
terial ribosomes," itsaid.

"Without functional ribo-
somes, bacteria cannot sur-
vive. This is why ribosomes are
such an important target for
new antibiotics.”

Last year, the prize went to
Osamu Shimomura of Japan
and US duo Martin Chalfie
and Roger Tsien on
Wednesday for a fluorescent
protein derived from a jelly-
fish that has become a vital
tool inresearch.

On Tuesday, the Physics
Prize went to Charles Kao,
Willard Boyle and George
Smith for work on fibre optics
and light sensing that helped
unleash the Information
Technology revolution.

Kao is a British and US
citizen, Boyle holds Canadian
and US citizenship and Smith
is from the US.

And on Monday, the
Medicine Prize honoured
Australian-American scientist
Elizabeth Blackburn and
Carol Greider and Jack Szostak
of the United States for identi-
fying a key molecular switch in
cellularageing.

The Literature Prize will
follow on Thursday, while the
Peace Prize will be announced
in Oslo on Friday. The
Economics Prize will wrap up
the awards back in Stockholm
on October 12.

Laureates receive a gold
medal, a diploma and 10
million Swedish kronor (1.42
million dollars, 980,000
euros), which can be split
between up to three winners
perprize. *

16¢

["" The formal prize ceremo-

nies in Stockholm and Oslo
will be held as tradition dic-
tates on December 10, the
anniversary of the death in
1896 of the prize's creator,
Swedish industrialist and
inventor of dynamite Alfred
Nobel.

Nobel died childless in
1896, dedicating his vast
fortune to create "prizes to
those who, during the preced-
ing year, shall have conferred
the greatest benefit on man-
kind."

The prizes were first
awardedin 1901.

PM presses
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bilateral and regional trade and
business." |

She said during every talk
with Indian authorities,
Bangladesh always requested
India to give Bangladesh transit
facilities with Nepal and
Bhutan.

Hasina also called for creat-
ing Regional Food Security
System in South Asia for future
welfare of the people of the
region.

PM’'s Press Secretary Abul
Kalam Azad briefed the news-
men after the meeting.

The premier observed that at
present in all South Asian coun-
tries elected governments are in
power, which paved the way for
regional and bilateral under-
standing and consensus towork
for attaining food security and
solvingother problems.

Mentioning her govern-
ment's plans for tackling the
challenges of the climate
change, the PM told the high
commissioner that India can
help Bangladesh in launching
its planned capital and mainte-
nance dredging in the country's
rivers.

The PM further requested
the Indian government to give
duty-free access of more
Bangladeshi products to their
market.

Talking on the UN General
Assembly 2009, the Indian
diplomat lauded Hasina for her
"wise and visionary" speech in
the session depicting the total
picture of global-warming
challenges, necessity of increas-
ing food production and the
path of ensuring economic
emancipation of the world
people,

Pinak on behalf of Indian
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh invited Hasina to visit
India.

The PM accepted the invita-
tion and gave consent to visit
India at the time of her conve-
nience,

PM's Office Secretary Mollah
Waheeduzzaman and Deputy
High Commissioner of India
Mukta D Tomar were present.

—
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Govt plans
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interested in resolving all kinds

of problems in a peaceful way
through dialogues giving prior-
ityto the country'sinterests.”
She also said it is better for all to
resolve problems with the
neighbouring country through
discussions instead of engaging
in quarrels.

“Through dialn%ut.', we have
signed a 30-year-long water-
sharing treaty with India on the
Ganges. We will continue hold-
ing discussions with India to
ensure that Bangladesh is not
affected inanyway," she said.

Meanwhile, chief of the
parliamentary delegation
Abdur Razzaq placed in parlia-
ment the report on their visit to
the Tipaimukh damsite.

In the report, the delegation
said they came to know that the
proposed Tipaimukh dam
project is for generation of
electricity and for controlling
the floods. "There is no compo-
nent of irrigation in the project
and water will not be withdrawn
from the Barak," the report said.

The report said several
Indian ministers, experts and
high officials informed the team
during its visit to India that the
project would be implemented
onlytosetup hydro power plant
and to reduce the impact of
floods.

The report said during their
visit a presentation was made
for them analysing the data on
pre-and post-dam situation.

It said the data and informa-
tion presented by the Indian
authorities show that water
level of the Barak would
increase at Bangladesh border
during dry seasons while water
level will drop during mon-
soons, which will reduce sever-
ityof floods in Bangladesh.

In the report the delegation
said they did not notice any kind
of structure in and around the
Tipaimukh site. Besides, the

Rights eye
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ASK, Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust (BLAST) and
Karmojibi Nari.

The court also asked the
government to explain why
departmental and punitive
actions should not be taken
against those responsible for
such killings.

In their writ petition, the
human rights bodies said at
least 969 people were killed in

custody or in incidents of
drossTive “or éfieuinters “‘with

law enforcement ‘agencies

across the country since 2004
in violation of the law as well as
the constitution.

During the hearing of the
writ petition, counsels for the
government told the HC that
no instance of extra-judicial
killing had taken place during
the present government's rule.

However, surveys by ASK
and some other organisations
have found that more than 100
people have been killed in
crossfire or encounters or
gunfights since that claim,
petitioners' lawyer barrister
Saifur Rashid told The Daily
Staron October 3.

He said an experts commit-
tee should be constituted to
properly investigate these
extra-judicial killings.

Delwar
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saying that BNP has to think
whether it will take part in city
corporation elections as the
commission is working in
favourofthe government.

"People as well as BNP have
no faith in the election commis-
sion as fair and neutral election
is not possible at all under them
(EC]," he said while talking to
reporters at party office in
Nayapaltan.

He said the present election
commission brought Awami
League into power through ‘a
stage-managed election’ so that
the government rewards the
election commissiners. "Elec-
tion commission was playing
for the last caretaker govern-
ment and now it is playing for
the present government.”

Referring to recent terrorist
activities in different areas
including Narayanganj, the
BNP leader said countrymen
can now understand the activi-
ties of the government and they
will resistsuch acts.

Criticising the bill placed
before parliament to ensure
security of the members of
Bangabandhu family, he said
the government is busy ensur-
ing only their security though
country's people have no secu-
nty now.

Party leaders Abdullah Al
Noman, Goyeshwer Chandra
Roy, Rizvi Ahmed, among oth-
ers, were present.

During the briefing two
factions of Jhenaidah district
BNP erupted into a scuffle that
was later brought under control
by theleaders.

Meanwhile, Jatiyatabadi
Mohila Dal, an associate body of
BNP yesterday formed ahuman
chain in front of the party's
central office protesting women
and children repression and
demanding punishment of
those involved in the rape
incidents happened recently.

Party leaders Sarwari Rahan,
Selima Rahman, Shirin Sultana,
Rehana Akhter Ranu, Rasheda
Begum Hira, among others,
took partin the programme.

delegation also did 1(1;:1 notice
an barrage or any other struc-
luyres ownstream ol
Tipaimukh.

In the introductory speech
to the report, delegation chief
Razzaq said Indian government
has provided them with some
important information and
data, which had not given to
Bangladesh government earlier.

“The Indian government
also assured us of providing
necessary information on the
issuein future,” Razzaqsaid.

In the wake of stormy debate
on the proposed Tipaimukh
Dam and its negative impact on
Bangladesh environment and
economy, the government sent
the parliamentary delegation to
visit the dam site,

The 11-member delegation
led by Razzaq visited India from
July 29 to August 4.

The main opposition BNP,
which did not nominate its
lawmakers for the delegation,
termed the visit a picnic party
since the delegation members
were notable toland at the site.

In the report, the delegation,
however, said the helicopter
carrying them could not land at
the site due to bad weather but
they had a good aerial view as
the chopperflewlow.

Renounce
violence for talks:

Chidambaram

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Mumbai

Maoist guerrillas should give
up their 'armed liberation
struggle' to pave the way for
dialogue and the develop-
ment of violence-hit states,
Home Minister ¥
Chidambaram said here
Wednesday, a day after the
decapitated body of a
Jharkhand police officer who
had been abducted by guerril-
laswas found.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Chidambaram
refused to term actions
against the guerrillas as 'war’
and said, "It is Naxalites who
believe in violence, who use
words like war and war prepa-
ration. We do not treat it as
war.”

"We are a civilised coun-
try... we do not wage war
against our own people.
Md6ists hist"abjufe iolénce
and take the path of democ-
racyanddialogue.”

The home minister said the
governments of states affected
by Maoist violence had been
asked to discuss the issues of
development, neglect, depri-
vation and government struc-
ture in case they give up arms.

"Unless violence stops, no
development is possible...
Violence is simply unaccept-
able in a democracy and
republic. No government,
which has taken oath under
constitution can accept an
armed liberation struggle.”

MP's son
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“We left the spot after things
were under control. But trouble
erupted again after journalists
went there at around 2:30pm,
the SIclaims.

The assaulted journalists say
they saw Mamun's younger
brother Noman having meal
with some 200 men on the spot.

"The Unique signboard was
erected replacing others. When
we reached there, they attacked
us suddenly and took away our
camera,” said Pranab Baul.

"Mahmudul Hossain
Manna intercepted us intro-
ducing them as Mamun's
men," said Forkan Abu, presi-
dentofSitakunda Press Club.

Pakija Enterprise proprietor
Sirajud Doula said the four
yards have 10 acres of land with
all necessary papers.

"Mamun’s men removed
our boundary fencing and
signboards," said Sirajud Doula
who alone owns five acres of
land.

"Police remained inactive
when the land was grabbed in
their presence,” he alleged. He
said the situation came under
control as a team of Rapid
Action Battalion arrived at
around 5:30pm.

Asked, Assistant
Commissioner (Sitakunda
Circle) Ruhul Amin Siddique
said, "We have asked both the
sides to come to us with docu-
ments. We'll try our best to solve
the problem.”

Mamun said his younger
brother went there to demar-
cate and fence some small

ieces of land they "bought”
rom different people on several
0CCasions.

Land dispute with Pakijawas
settled earlier and there is no
dispute with any other persons,
he claimed.

On the gathering of a huge
crowd, he said maybe the for-
mer owners went there with
relatives to hand over the land
we "bought” from them.

Asked about the assault on
journalists, he said he doesn't
know anything in this regard as
hewasinthecity.

He however regretted if any
of his men had attacked the
journalists.



