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Grand final against New Zealand today

AFP, Johannesburg

e

: New Zealand will
! 4 FUAMNeNS] adopt a familiar role
| of underdogs when
they confront title -holders and hot
favourites Australia today in the ICC
Champions Trophy final.

Form and tradition are stacked against
the '‘Black Caps’, but that will not concern
skipper Daniel Vettori and his warriors
ahead of the 50-over-a-side contest for a
record two-million-dollar first prize in
Centurion.

While New Zealand once again boxed
well above their middleweight status to
oust Pakistan by five wickets in the semifi-
nals, the match never scaled the heights
of 24 hours earlier when Australia
crushed England by nine wickets.

The 247-run Australian batting
masterclass starring unbeaten Shane
Watson and skipper Ricky Ponting sur-
passed the totals of Pakistan or New
Zealand and sent a chilling message.

Australia have long been a Champions
Trophy bogey team for their neighbours
across the Tasman sea, winning the three
previous meetings in the mini-World Cup
withsomething to spare.

The victory margin was 164 runs seven
years ago in Sri Lanka, seven wickets in

| -

England in 2004 and 34 runs in India three
years ago when the tournament was last
staged.

Not that records will concern Ponting,
who passed the 12,000 ODI run mark in
the rout of England and lies third behind a
cricketer he admires so much, Indian
Sachin Tendulkar, and Sri Lankan Sanath
Jayasuriya.

The 34-year-old Tasmanian is a team
man first and last and says he will reflect
on personal achievements in a game he
has graced for a decade and a half only
when father time decides the bat must
give way to a rocking chair.

"Respect every ball,” Ponting warned
his teammates ahead of the England
slaughter and it will be no different against
New Zealand at SuperSport Park just off
the Johannesburg-to-Pretoria highway.

While resurgent Watson beamed after
his 136 runs against England, the facial
reactions of Ponting did not portray a
man who had struck 111 and featured in a
record Australian one-day stand.

It was great torturing old enemy
England, but the mission was incomplete.
Winning finals is what counts in the
hyper-combative world of Ricky Thomas
Ponting and he has two World Cups and a
Champions Trophy to boast of.

Vettori is a great captain, too, and after

a timid surrender to South Africa his team
upset Sri Lanka by 38 runs, England by
four wickets and Pakistan to reach their
second final having beaten India in the
2000 Nairobi climax.

What the 'Black Caps' deliver is often
far more than the sum of their parts and
reached the final despite losing bowlers
Daryl Tuffey and Jacob Oram and bats-
man Jesse Ryder to injury.

Australia had to reshuffle their pack as
well after vice-captain Michael Clarke
and star bowler Nathan Bracken caught
the injury bug, but those left appear to
have another all-round strength to cele-

brate tonight.

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting (cap-
tain), Doug Bollinger, Callum Ferguson,
Nathan Hauritz, Ben Hilfenhaus, James
Hopes, David Hussey, Michael Hussey,
Mitchell Johnson, Brett Lee, Tim Paine,
Peter Siddle, Adam Voges, Shane Watson,
CameronWhite.

NEW ZEALAND (from): Daniel Vettori
(captain), Neil Broom, lain O'Brien,
Shane Bond, lan Butler, Brendon
McCullum, Brendon Diamanti, Grant
Elliott, James Franklin, Martin Guptill,
Gareth Hopkins, Kyle Mills, Jeetan Patel,
Aaron Redmond, Ross Taylor.
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WHO'S GOING TO HOLD IT TONIGHT? New Zealand captain Daniel Vettori (L) and his Australian counterpart Ricky Ponting pose with
the Champions Trophy at SuperSport Park in Centurion yesterday.

Did U Know?

A Formula One driver tends to lose
weight due to dehydration in a race In
the hot weather. He can lose up to 1.5
iters of water from his body

BarackObama

(US President)

I do want to congratulate Rio
de Janeiro and the nation of
Brazil for winning the 2016
Olympics. I think this is a truly
historic event as these will be
the first Olympic Games ever to
be held in South America."

Day.3 rained
off in Pune

SPORTS REPORTER

No play was possible on the
third day of the 4-day match
between Bangladesh A and
hosts Maharashtra Cricket
Association due to rain at the
Poona Club Limited ground in
Pune on Sunday. Bangladesh A
were in a precarious position
at the end of day two as the
hosts were leading by 280 runs
with nine second-innings
wickets remaining.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

The Umpires Committee of
Bangladesh Cricket Board will
conduct an umpiring course
for women from 5 to 8 October

Lee targets
400 double

CRICINFO, undated

at the Sher-e-Bangla National

Stadium in Mirpur. The partici-
pants have been nominated by
the BCB Women's Wing, said a

{ aza : Brett Lee has set his sights on regaining his
I J/ CHAMPIONS| Test spot and becoming the first Australian

bowler to take 400 wickets in both major

press release from the Media &
Communications Department
of BCB.

ANLENENAT'L
TENNIS 2009

First day’s play of the Anlene
National Tennis Tournament
2009 saw all the seeded players
progress at the National
Tennis Complex in Ramna
yesterday. In the Men's group,
top-seed Amol Roy of
Engineers’ Club had a straight
sets 6-1, 6-1 victory over
Trinath Saad of Madaripur,
while in the Boys' group top-
seed Rustam Ali of NTC rolled
over teammate Sadnan Arif
without dropping a single
game.

forms of the game. In his last ten ODIs, Lee has taken 16 wickets
to move to 321 overall and he felt the form was good enough to
meritarecall to the Test side.

Lee was forced to sit out all five Ashes Tests with a side strain
but made a comeback on the one-day leg of the England tour,
saving his best performance of 5 for 49 in the series-winning
match. When Lee takes the field on Monday for the ICC
Champions Trophy final it will be his 11th ODI inamonth and he
feltitwas the way forward in accomplishing his goals.

‘I'd like to be the first Australian ever to take 400 one-day and
400 Test wickets, that to meis a milestone that 10 or 12 yearsago|
would never even have dreamed about,"” he told AAP. "To think
that one day you might be a chance -- might, I say -- because it's
going to take a lot more hard work ... it is certainly not off the
limitsifI playacouple of years of good cricket."

After the performances of Peter Siddle and Ben Hilfenhaus
during the Ashes, along with the presence of Mitchell Johnson,
Lee is facing a challenge to resume his Test career but it is one he
relishes. Stuck on 310 Test wickets having missed Australia's last
nine games, Lee said he wanted the ball back. "I see this next

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Russel crush Farashganj

Beanibazar win group

SPORTS REPORTER

_C'I'?ul | Newcomers Beanibazar SC
ERA ,ON and Sheikh Russel KC both
uwwn9 moved into the
quarterfinals of the Citycell Federation Cup
after their respective Group C matches at
Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Sheikh Russel handed an easy 3-0 defeat to
10-man Farashganj SC to finish behind
Beanibazar SC, who played out a goalless draw
against Bangladesh Army to emerge as group
champions.

Mohammad Yousuf struck twice after
Mobarrak Hossain opened the account for
Sheikh Russel, who earlier beat Bangladesh
Army by8-1 goals.

Knowing well that Beanibazar would play
the quarterfinals as the group champions,
Sheikh Russel went into the game with a must-

Beanibazar's Guinean striker Lamine Soumah (R) vies for the ball wi
match at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday,

win-situation as Bangladesh Army finished
with four points from three outings.

The new powerhouse didn't waste too much
time to go ahead as winger Mobarrak drove past
Farashganj goalkeeper Titumir Chowdhury in
the 19th minute after his first attempt came off
the post.

Then a header from Ripon unsettled the
Farashganj backline and Mohammad Rony,
who struck the tournament's first hattrick
against Army, gotinto a great position but failed
to beat the goalkeeper at the half-hour mark.

Five minutes later Sheikh Russel doubled
the lead when Yousuf headed a right-side
Abdullah Parvez Chowdhury cross home to go
into the breather with a comfortable 2-0 lead.

Farashganj had their first shot on the target
five minutes into the second halfwhen national
midfielder Mezbabul Haq Manik forced goal

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Now officials
g0 'missing'’

SPORTS REPORTER

Three officials of the Bangla-
desh Boxing Federation were
reported to have gone 'miss-
ing' in Italy as they yet to come
back home, four days after
their scheduled return home
after joining a world boxing
seminarin Milan.

Two of the missing are BBF
executive committee mem-
bers Syed Mohiuddin and
Abdur Razzak and another is
judge Awlad Hossain,

This is a unigue incident in
the country's sports as for the
first ume sports officials have
reportedly gone missing on
foreign soil while there had
been countless incidents
where players fled sports
camps or villages while taking
partinsports events,.

BBF treasurer Jahir
Chowdhury said that the
federation would wait for
another month for those three
‘missing’ officials to return as

SEE PAGE 18 COL 3

Collingwood
in buttock
niggle

CRICINFO, undated

Paul Collingwood could miss
the Delhi Daredevils' cam-
paign in the inaugural
Champions League Twenty20
after the England batsman
picked up a buttock injury
during the semifinal defeat
against Australia in the ICC
Champions Trophy. He will
undergo a medical check-up
when he returns to England
from South Africa.

"We have a contract with
the IPL about making our
players available, however
Collingwood has picked up a

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

Nathan played thru' pain

CRICINFO, undated

— Nathan Bracken, the
W CHAMPIONS| Australian medium-pacer,

- has said the knee injury that
forced him to return home before the start of
Australia's ICC Champions Trophy defence in
South Africa had reached astage where he "could-
n'tgoonany more”. He feltit had constrained his
bowling and hoped that surgery would allow him
tobowl more freelyin the future.

“I've played in pain since January 2007,"
Bracken told the Sun-Herald. "From the first
day I reported to Cricket Australia I had pain in
my knee, | haven't played in a game without
pain ... it has reached the point where, physi-
cally, I can't go on any more. I couldn’t guaran-
tee my captain I could finish the series or even a
game for that matter.

"Itreached the point that when I went off the
field during a drinks break I couldn't put weight
on my legs to go up and down the stairs. Yet, |
needed to bowl my three remaining overs. On
that, the advice was for me to come home and
getitfixed."

Bracken said there were aspects of his bowl-
ing that were affected by the problem. "I lost a

bitof pace because I looked after my knee when
| bowled and there were certain things as a
bowlerI couldn't do because it was uncomfort-
able," he said. "I know in England I couldn't
charge in knowing I could fire in a yorker at 135
kilometres an hour; that was justnoton.”

Bracken is due to have arthroscopic surgeryon
his right knee and will also not be part of New
SouthWales' campaign in the Champions League
Twenty20 and Australia’s one-day series in India.
His captain, Ricky Ponting, had expressed con-
cern over the bowler's international future but
Bracken did notshare those doubts.

“None of the doctors I've seen have let those
words pass theirlips,” Bracken said. "It's simply
a matter of getting (the knee) right, getting it
100 per cent by December and then being back
in time for the (international) one-day series in
January. That's the plan.

"|As for four-day cricket] we'll wait for the
operation and I'll listen to the advice, I'm deal-
ing with (knee surgeon] Merv Cross. He's com-
ingoutwith a fewideas; he wants me to start my
rehabilitation, before | have the operation, to
strengthen the area. He's confident I can walk
out of the hospital after the operation and then
begin the process of returning to cricket.”
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thaBangladesh Army defender during their Citycell Federation Cup

Vettori hails
200d show

INTERNET, undated
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Zealand's ability to execute
their game plan was one of
several key elements that
contributed towards his side
booking a place in the
Champions Trophy final.

The Black Caps will meet
Australia in the title decider
after an unbeaten half-
century from Grant Elliott
helped them cruise to a five-
wicket victory over Pakistan at
the Wanderers. Captain Vettori
led by example with a man-of-
the-match performance,
taking two wickets and mak-
ing 41, part of a match-
winning 104-run stand with
Elliot, who finished unbeaten
on 75, as New Zealand coasted
past the 234-run target with 13
balls to spare.

"It's very satisfying,”
Vetton said. "I think particu-
larly because we've lost some
critical players."

He added: "I'm really proud
of the team. We've won all
different types of games and
we ve got one more to go on a

Younus rues
dropped
catch

AFP, Johannesburg

Pakistan captain Younus Khan
has conceded that a dropped
catch against New Zealand
cost his team the Champions
Irophysemifinal on Saturday.

The match was evenly
poised when Younus dropped
Grant Elliott in the covers off
teenage fast bowler
Mohammad Aamer in the 40th
over, with the New Zealand
batsman then on 42 in his
team’'s total of 165-4.

New Zealand needed 69 to
win at that stage with six wick-
ets in hand, but Elliott steered

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

different wicket. Hopefully
we've gotone more leftinus.”

Elliot, who held the innings
together with his 103-ball
knock, was himself a major
injury concern ahead of the
final with a thumb injury and
the skipper offered full praise
for his star batsman.

He continued: "Grant Elliot
was in doubt for the day but he
managed to battle through with
a broken thumb and played
such animpressive innings.

"It was an innings of char-
acter. He had his thumb
injected, he couldn't feel it
and he justgutsitout. Itwasn't
averymemorable 40 butitwas
an outstanding 75. 1 think he'll
be very proud of it and I know
the teamis proud of him."

Elliot was not the only
player who grabbed the plau-
dits, with Vettori also singing
the praises of his bowlers,
especially lan Butler, who took
a career-best four for 44, and
Shane Bond.

He said: "Tactics are all well
and good but it's about the
people who implement them. |
think, particularly early on, the

way the guys bowled, Shane |

Bond and lan Butler allowed us
to getinto the game and allowed
us to put pressure on Pakistan
the whole waythrough.

“The same with our batting,
because we restricted them to
230, we were just allowed to
cruise a little bit, but whenever
we needed that little bit of
impetus we got it from Ross
Taylorand Grant Elliot.”

Ponting happy
with form

INTERNET, undated

| Australia captain Ricky

Ponting believes the
Champions Trophy holders
have peaked for the defence of
their title on Monday.

Ponting's team continued
their domination over
England with a crushing nine-
wicket victory in Friday's
semifinal at Centurion. It was
Australia's seventh win
against England in eight
attempts and means they
head into the showpiece
match in fine touch.

"At the start of the England
series we were talking about
being well prepared for the
Champions Trophy and get-
ting into a position where we
could play our best cricket,”
said Ponting. "To have this
group of relatively young guys
make it through to a final is a
great achievement in itself but
we won't be happy until we
peak on Monday. We will need
to play our best game in a
month in the final."

Ponting's 28th one-day
hundred for his country in the
match against England also saw
him become the first Australian
to 12,000 runs in this format.

Without vice-captain
Michael Clarke, injured along-
side fellow limited-overs
regular Nathan Bracken, more
onus has been on Ponting to
guide his young team.

"I was particularly keen to
get out there,” added Ponting.
"When the Australian team
took the field, we had a differ-
ent sort of energy about us
than we have had for a while.
That'sareallygoodsign.”

Grameenphone WECCA Beach Cricket-2009

R
',J
i _g«,i
< .

SMS

Win a free tour package!

'‘Q to 2002

= 5 winners will be selected from the participants
» Tour package includes food, accommodation and travel

= A subscriber can p articipate a% many limes

1y possible

= Any person associated with Grameenphone i+ not eligible to participate »» the quit

= Any decislons taken by Grameenphone regarding the quiz will be treated as final

» To kinow your si
» Tha contest will continue Ull Detober
= SM5 Charges, VAT and Condhitions apply

ore at any time during the guix, SMS Score to 2002
5 <009 = To know more, call 121




