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On the occasion of 60" birth
anniversary of Wemer
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Title: Film Must be Physical
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Date: Sep 16-Oct 8

WHAT'S
ON THIS

WEEK

Int’l award for Bangladesh Nritya

Rong Academy
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Nritya Rong Academy director Olive Islam receiving the first runner-up award from the

Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh Prem Kumar Dhumal.

Barisal artisans honoured

their economic conditions
and livelihoods have been
severely impacted.

“Many of us have aban-
doned this noble profession.
The need of the hour is insti-
tutional and economic sup-

RAFIQUL ISLAM, Barisal

A reception ceremony to
honour the 'Paul’ and 'Kumar’
(potters) was held for the first
time in Barisal recently.

Rakhal Chandra Dey, presi-
dent of Barisal District Puja
Udjapon Parishad, presided
over the ceremony. The venue
was the Dhama Rakkhini
Sabha Griha in the city, where
48 crests were conferred
among 13 Pauls and their 35
assistants.

Binod Paul, on behalfof the
idol craftsmen, said that
although the profession has
been passed down genera-
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port so that this tradition does
notbecome extinct,” he said.

Barisal District Puja
Udjapon Parishad with the help
of Charukala Barisal, a leading
fine arts institution of the city,
organised the programme
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Solo Painting

Artist: Shahabuddin
Venue: Gallery Chitrak,
H 21, Rd 4, Dhanmondi
Date: September

Time: 10am-1pm,

ZAM. KHAIRUZZAMAN
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Bangladesh Nritya Rong Dance Academy has won the first run-
ner-up award at the 13th International and All IndiaWomen Folk

Dance Competition.

The Government of the Indian State of Himachal Pradesh
organised the competition at Shimla recently. Folk dancers
from the educational institutions of India and abroad took
part in the competition. Apart from Bangladesh other partici-
pating countries were Indonesia, Nepal, China, Thailand,

Turkey and Russia.

Bangladesh Nritya Rong Dance Academy director

delegation were

Olive Islam led the delegation, Other members of the
Suchona,

Laboni,

Munia, Hasna,

Eshita, Sadia, Shampa, Nishu, Subah, Brishti, Mim and

Lima.

The Bangladesh team performed five dances

-~ two with

patriotic and three with folks songs. Olive Islam choreographed

the dances.

Grand finale of the competition was held on September 16,

addressed by Manik Mukharjee
Kudu, Fani Bhushan Das,
Shanti Chakroborty, leaders of
the Parishad; Atkur Rahman,
Shahid Kabir and artisan Binod
Kumar Paul.

Manik Mukharjee asserted
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2009. Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Prem Kumar Dhumal
gave away awards among the winners.

that a team of five/six people
needs 18-20 days to make a
big idol, while a smaller idol
takes 14-16 days. The sculp-
tors' fees can range from Taka
10,000 to 25,000 and the
materials are usually supplied
by the mandap committee,

The five-day celebration of
‘Sharodiya Durga Puja,’ the
main religious festival of the
Bengali Hindu community,
ended recently. There were
around 30 mandap in the
city.

Puja mandap were beauti-
fully decked with elaborate
decorations and colourful
lights, while cultural func-
tions were held in almost

Theatre Solo Musical

Play: The Lady from

o -
pe: Cenlre for y

Aslan Theatre Hasina Neely

Venue: National Venue: Auditonum,

Theatre Hall, Buet

Shilpakala Date: Oclober 8

Date: October 5 Time: 7.30pm

Time: 7Tpm
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Manna Dey receives Dadasaheb

Phalke Award

Recognition came too late, opine music experts

Singing legend Manna Dey
has been honoured at the age
0f90 with the conferring of the
Dadasaheb Phalke Award
2007 for his outstanding con-
tribution to the field of cin-
ema.

The singer has more than
3500 songs to his credit and
was part of the musical era of
'50s and '60s. His all-time hits
include "Sur na saje kya gaun
main,” "Puchho na kaise
maine rain bitayee,” "Laga
chunari main daag,” "Aaja
sanam madhur chandani
mein hum,"” "Dil ka haal sune
dilwala,” "Ye raat bhigi bhigi,"
"Jhanak jhanak tori baaje
payaliya,” "Tu pyar ka saagar
hai," "Chunari sambhal gori
udi chali jaye re” apart from
several others.

Though the award has
gladdened his fans, many feel
thatwith such a prolific career,
the recognition has come too
late for him. Not just for Dey,
but also for several music
luminaries who have carved
their names in the music roll
of history, but have had recog-
nition either come too late or
notatall to them.

Pandit Bhimsen Joshi
received the 'Bharat Ratna’
award at the age of 86 last
year, Pandit Hridaynath
Mangeshkar, well into his
60s, was the recipient of the

'Padma Shri' award earlier
this yeapdnd veleran play-
back Shamshad Begumwon
the 'Padma Bhushan' at the
age of 80 in 2008. Many
industry insiders and fans
have expressed their dis-

recognition of such mae-
SLIOS.
Rues music director of
yesteryears Omi Sonik,
“Manna Dey deserved the
award much earlier. But then,
unlike Kishore Kumar or few
other singers, he was never in
the limelight. Amongst the
classical singers back then, he
was undoubtedly one of the
best. Most of these awardees
stayed away from_publicity,
Meeping away ffompubliceye!
Théy ' belongéd to "the old
school of thoughts who let
theirwork speak.”
Says lyricist Prasoon Joshi,
“Of course, the award should

Manna Dey but then looking at
the brighter side, at least his
contribution has been recog-
nised unlike many artistes who
still haven't received theirdue.”

Film and music critic Rajiv
Vijayakar says, “Manna Dey
should have received the
award at least 20 years back. It
i1s long overdue. But as theysay
it is better late than never. A
glaring example of which is

Mohammad Rafi who did
'retumwammmﬁ q
he was one of the most

ented singers we had. Rafi and
Manna Dey were the pillars of
the musicoftheera.”
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