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STRATEGIC ISSUES

Iran under nuclear scrutiny again

M. SERAJUL ISLAM

T the time of writing this piece, the
A outcome of the first meeting

between the United States of
America and Islamic Republic of Iran for
the first time in 30 years scheduled for the
1st of October in Geneva was not known,
Hopefully, their first encounter would
engage the two nations in dialogue that
would bring them together to work for
peace rather than war and destruction
towards which Bush seemed hell bent to
go. Bush called Iran “an axis of evil” when
he was threatening to browbeat the rest of
the dissenting world to submission.

[ran is crucial to world peace for many
reasons. First, its geopolitical location is
something that no one can sidetrack.
Second, it is a very rich country with capa-
bility to achieve goals it sets for itself. Third,
despite what the western press may be
suggesting, Iran is far from breaking in the
seams due to internal political conflicts.
Fourth, it has rich history and traditions; its
people are proud inheritors of a civilization
that have remained unbroken over thou-
sands of years. Finally, it can be militarily
attacked by any country, be it the United
States or Israel that is just itching to take
down Iran's nuclear installations that it
claims are for peaceful use, only if the
objective is to throw up the world in flames.

Hence, when Barak Obama made his
first overture to Iran soon after becoming
the President for engagement, the rest of
the world was relieved because it ended
what Bush had threatened, a new World
War by attacking Iran. In Cairo, a few
weeks later, President Obama made
further overtures. Unfortunately, since
then Iran had a disputed election that the
western press attempted to blow out of
proportions into a potential civil war
between the clergy and the reformists.
They also hinted at serious dissensions
within the clergy. President Obama, who
had remained quiet over Iran’s disputed
elections initially, came out later and
spoke in favour of the reformists, sending
a tough message to President Ahmedejine

without derailing the possibilities of
discussion and negotiation between the

two former antagonists,

Unfortunately, ahead of the talks in
Geneva between the US and Iran, new
tension has appeared in‘the midst of the
two countries. It has only been revealed
last week that Iran has a second nuclear
enrichment facility at Qum, Iran's reli-
gious capital, hitherto kept secret from
the IAEA. This one is inside a facility occu-
pied by the Revolutionary Guards. The
serious question with the Qum discovery
is whether there are many more like this
where Iran is enriching uranium for the
bomb while opening to IAEA the far larger
one at Natanz to keep them off the track.

The new site has brought strong com-
ments from President Obama, Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton and Defense
Secretary Robert Gates, all demanding
immediate access to the site. Gates said
that the new facility is “part of a pattern of
deception and lies on the part of the
[ranfans from the very beginning with
respect to their nuclear program.” He said
he feels that Iran will eventually build the
nuclear bomb although there may be no
formal decision to do so yet. Gates, how-
ever, clearly gave his verdict for diplo-
macy over a military response for which
the Israelis are itching.

For the Israelis the revelation has come
atan opportune moment ahead of the G20
Summit in Pittsburg on September 24-25.
They wanted this Group to issue tough
sanctions and push forward its intention
to do with the Iranian nuclear reactors
what it did with the Osiraq nuclear reactor
inIraqin June 1981 by carrying out surgical
air attacks. While one understands the
Israeli concerns, what is incomprehensi-
ble is why those to whom Israel is appeal-
ing do not turn back to ask them about
their own arsenal of nuclear weapons.
Then of course, the case Israel is making to
attack Iran the way it attacked Iraq is not,
even for argument’s sake, the same for Iraq
was a murderous regime led by Saddam
Hussein while Iran has a mature and
responsible leadership at the helm. In fact,
logically looking at the issue there is no
reason why Iran would eventually not have
the bomb as long as Israel has those weap-
ons. Iran has Pakistan and Russia as neigh-
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Iran's Nuclear chief Ali Akbar Salehi said it is Iran's right as a state to perform uranium enrichment.

bours that are both nuclear weapons
states, which is an additional reason to go
forthe bomb.

[ran of course has consistently said
that its nuclear programme is peaceful.
Its argument is to sell its oil and gas for
foreign cash while using nuclear energy
forelectricity and power for industrializa-
tion and economic development. The
Shah of Iran who purchased Iran's first
nuclear reactor in 1959 from USA and
hoped to build 23 such reactors by the
1990s used this argument. There were few
suspicions about Iran's nuclear
programme but the Iranian Revolution in
1979 and the Iran-Iraq war in the decade

following put an end to such suspicions.
These suspicions re-surfaced when
Iran made its intentions to build seven
nuclear reactors to generate 1000 MW
electricity from each by 2025. In 2003, Iran
said that acquiring nuclear weapons is
inhuman and immoral and against its
basic principles and defense doctrine. At
about the same time, Supreme Leader
Khamanei and President Khatami have
said that Iran would not give up its ura-
nium enrichment programme at any cost.
These statements do not make Iran's
intent absolutely clear. Intelligence works
by international powers as well as IAEA
have given further cause of doubt about

Iran’s nuclear intentions. Meanwhile, the
[ranian leadership, particularly President
Ahmedejine is under pressure from
within and needs whatever help they can
get. Iran was therefore looking optimisti-
cally towards the opening of dialogue
with the USA and the revelation of the
Qum site has come at an inopportune
time for Iran.

[thas however come as handy for those
led by the USA who want to end Iran's
desire for-the nuclear bomb, if any. After
the Qum revelation, President Obama
said in his weekly radio address that his
offer to Iran for serious dialogue “remains
open” but “it must now cooperate fully
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with the IAEA and take actions to demon-
strate its peaceful intentions”. European
countries also are now expected to pres-
sure Iran to follow its agreement with the
IAEA to allow its inspectors to go virtually
anywhere to follow suspicions of nuclear
work. At the threat of tough economic
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sanctions by the US and western nations,
IAEA, urged by the US and western
nations, would now seek from Iran docu-
ments based on their intelligence work
suggesting that Iran was working on
designing warheads and technologies for
detonating a nuclear core. Iran had
denied having such documents for last 3
years. The IAEA would now insist also that
fran must inform the cy its inten-
tions to build future nuclear facilities that
Iran had originally agreed to do under the
agreement but later renounced.

There are a host of other issues that the
US would like to press forward with Iran
on the nuclear question such as inter-
viewing key officlals, accesses to comput-
ers, etc. following catching Iran with the
Qum reactor. The officials are not confi-
dent that Iran would comply with many of
their requests but nevertheless they feel
that they can turn the nuclear standoff
with Iran of the last seven years sharply in
their favour.

Gates' intultion that Iran would eventu-
ally have the bomb may be prophetic.
Pakistan's Prime Minister ZA Bhutto had
said in the 1970s that Pakistanis would éat
grass to produce the nuclear bomb to be
even with its nemesis India. Iran will do
what Pakistan did; have a bomb because
Israel is a nuclear weapons state. To dis-
suade Iran, the US and others meeting
Iranians for direct talks in Geneva must
balance the Israeli factor. Iranians are not
Japanese and have no historical need to
renounce the military option. Hence those

negotiating with Iran must keep in mind
what Gates has said and give Iran enough
incentive not to build the bomb. They must
also keep in mind about Iran-China close-
ness on energy exploration and develop-
ment in [ran. China is crucial to influenc-
ing Iran on the nuclear issue and would be
unlikely to push Iran too much.

The writer is Director, Centre for Foresgn Affairs studies and
a lormer Ambassador (0 Japan.

Change of military strategy in Afghanistan

BARRISTER HARUN UR RASHID

that the top General in charge of NATO

forces in Afghanistan US General Stanley
McChrystal has ordered his forces out of
sparsely populated areas where American
troops have fought bloody battles with the
Talibans for several years and is redeploying
them to protect major Afghan population
centres.

The strategy shift whichamounts to aretreat
from some areas, has drawn resistance from
some Afghan officials who worry that any pull-
back from Taliban-held territory will make the
weak Afghan government even more power-
less in the eyes of the people. Some US officials
told the media that the moves were driven by
the realisation that some remote regions of
Afghanistan, particularly, in the Hindu Kush
mountains, that range through the northeast
were not going to be brought under govern-
ment control anytime soon.

I T has been reported on 22nd September

-
it

o e :-' ___ _F.._
ATh ;:T’t‘*’k,ﬁ il 22 C

-I_ L v e ‘ * ¥

flagging, But General McChrystal wamns if the
Taliban insurgency's momentum is not
reversed, defeating it may no longer be possi-
ble.

The General's call for more troops appears
to be increasingly at odds with recent com-
ments from President Obama who has insisted
in recent days he would not be rushed into
approving more US troops for the war.

Among the alternatives being presented to
Obama is Vice-President's suggestion to
revamp the strategy altogether and instead of
increasing troops, Biden has proposed scaling
back the overall US military presence. Rather
than protect the Afghan population from the
Taliban, American forces would concentrate
on strikes against Al-Qaeda cells using special
weapons such as predator missile attacks and
other surgical tactics. Since Obama
announced his war strategy in March, the
political situation in both the US and
Afghanistan has muddied.

As part of a strategy shift American troops are being re-deployed to major populated areas.

The changes are in line with General
McChrystal's confidential assessment of the
war, leaked to the media, which urges US and
NATO forces to “initially focus on critical high
population areas that are contested or con-
trolled by insurgents.” His assessment warns
that the US led NATO coalition risks losing the
war unless there are fundamental changes in
strategy, including the addition of 10,000 to
40,000 American troops. (60,000 US troops are
already in Afghanistan)

But it has been reported that Pentagon told
the General to delay his request for more
troops amid signs of the Obama administra-
tion which shows that it is rethinking its strat-
egy for combating a resurgent Taliban.

The administration's call for a review which
could take weeks comes at a time when the
congressional and public support for the war is

The 20th August election of Afghan
Presidency which the administration had
hoped would lend new legitimacy to the belea-
guered government of Karzai has been mired
in accusations of scandal that may not be
resolved for months,

The allegedly rigged election has disap-
pointed the Western powers, They are in a bind
in the sense they cannot leave Afghanistan for
the Talibans and at the same time cannot
continue the war for a long time in that coun-
try.

Some White House officials believe that this
inherited war should not be saddled with
Obama's 2012 re-election bid, Many observers
have compared this war for President Obama
with that of Vietnam War confronted by
President Lyndon Johnson.

In addition, US and allied casualties have

skyrocketed to record levels. In the third week
of September six Italian soldiers were killed in a
roadside bombing in Kabul. Demands for
withdrawal of Italian troops became louder as
[taly has lost 2800 soldiers already. Chancellor
Merkel could be forced to pull German troops
(4,500) out if she forms another grand coalition
with the leftorright parties.

What are the reasons for the resurgence of
the Taleban in Afghanistan? There are many
reasons but some of them deserve to be men-
tioned below.

First, Afghanistan is more complex than Iraq
socially and ethnically. There are many ethnic
groups in the country that do not see eye to eye
to each other. Then there are the Sunnis (85%)
and the Shias (15%) who dislike each other. The
major ethnic groups are Pashtun, Tajik and
Uzbeks.

The Pashtun tribe straddles across in
Pakistan and at one stage the Pashtuns wanted
a separate country, neither with Afghanistan

nor with Pakistan. Pashto and Persian (Dari)
are the two official languages of the country.
Persian Is spoken by at least half of the popula-
tion and serves as a lingua franca for most.
Pashto is spoken widely in the south, east
and south west. Uzbek and Turkmen are spo-
ken in the north. Smaller groups throughout
the country also speak more than 70 other

" languages and numerous dialects.

Second, Afghanistan can be considered a
country of minorities as there are no groups
serving as a majority. Rather, Pashtuns are the
largest ethnic group followed by Tajiks as the
second largest group. The Hazaras and the
Uzbeks are tied for third, followed by the
Aimak, Turkmen, Baluch, Nuristani and other
small groups.

Third, the Durand Line (2,640 kilometres)
between Afghanistan and Pakistan was a

British creation. It was demarcated and then
signed into a treaty on November 12, 1893
between the ruler of Afghanistan, Amir Abdul
Rahman Khan, and Sir Mortimer Durand,
Foreign Secretary of what was then British
India.

Kabul rejects the Durand Line as the bound-
ary was imposed arbitrarily by the British
rulers between Afghanistan and British India.
This is where the United States and its NATO
allies are battling the Taliban and there is the
possibility ofmilitary defeat.

Fourth, the tribal areas on both sides of the
Durand Line have always been autonomous.
Anxious to safeguard this autonomy, the tribes
resist control by the central government,
whether in Islamabad or Kabul.

For centuries, their overriding impulse has
been to protect their Muslim religion and their
traditional way of life from foreign interfer-
ence. Of all the challenges NATO troops will
face the ongoing war across the Afghan-
Pakistan border that has been the most diffi-
cultand dangerous.

Fifth, the traditional role of the tribal leaders
in the country has broken down. Unless its role
is restored, peace in the locality will be difficult
to maintain. Neither the Afghan government
nor the NATO troops have been able to engage
the tribal leaders in the fight against Islamic
militants. Rather the tribal people are angered
by the death of innocent civilians including
women and children in the tribal belt by US
missiles.

Sixth, the climate is both hot and cold in

Afghanistan. Instead of open expanses of |

1.

desert as in Irag, much of Afghanistan is made |

of grim mountain fortresses. Its population is |

far less literate and much poorer. The economy
is the reverse of Iragbig on agriculture, light on
industry and no oil. The illicit drug trade is
lucrative, which earns about US$40 billion
dollars that remain with warlords and some of
itreaches the Taliban.

Seventh, seven years into the conflict, the
US administration realises that the proposed
strength of the Afghan National Army - 85,000 -
is only half of what is required. After spending

US$16 billion on military and police training

since 2002, only two out of 105 Afghan army
units and none of police units were assessed as
fully capable of conducting counter-
insurgency action.

Finally, rampant corruption is a big problem
in the country. It is the problem of inefficient
government machinery. President Karzai
conceded that “It is a problem of so much
money coming to this country.”

Foreign forces may have taken the sting out
of the Taliban for a while but that it would be
unrealistic and probably incredible to think
that the multinational forces in Afghanistan
could rid the country of insurgents, unless
Afghanistan government can run its adminis-
tration in unity and with legitimacy.

Whatever the truth of the matter, in the
long run, it's not soldiers but services that
count - electricity, water, food, health care,
justice, and jobs. Had the Afghan govern-
ment delivered the promised services on
time, while employing Afghans to rebuild
their own country according to their own
priorities and under the supervision of their
own government, they would now be in
charge of their own defence. The forces on
the other side, which we loosely call the
Taliban, would also have lost much of their

grounds for complaint.

The author Is former Banaladesh Ambassador to the UN. Geneva.
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Where is the “Northern
Spring” in Sri Lanka?

N MANGHKRAN? 10 V0

HE Sri Lankan govern-

ment's socio-

economic and political
plans for the island's north are
called “Northern Spring.” It
has two broad aspects: Triple
R'and elections.

Relief, Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction are the major
components of “Triple R'. For
this, the Rajapakse govern-
ment had announced in June
2009 a“180 plan” to resettle the
displaced, who number about
300,000. A Task Force has been
set up to implement this plan.
The process of implementa-
ton involves steps such as
demining of areas meant for
resettlement and reconstruc-
tion, building up of basic
infrastructure like houses,
roads, schools, energy grid,
telecommunication, etc.
There are separate plans for
the rehabilitation of former
LTTE cadres, especially child
soldiers. Providing livelihood

25 crores. Néw' Delhi 'fagiio’

conveyed that it is willing to

allocate more funds depend-
ing on future needs. In -
tion to the monetary assis-
tance, India has also sent 2,600
tonnes of galvanised corru-
gated steel sheets to Sri Lanka
to construct shelter for
approximately 5,000 families
living in relief camps in north-
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ern Sri Lanka. The Indian

had
(ecporary medical cent tn

been running a

S

the i 's northeast to treat
those affected by the war. Four

Indian
alsqbu:nwn

tirelessly in

resettlement. On request, four
more teams have recently
beeninducted.

Valoaie o i friend
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of Sri Lanka, China isone ofthe |

nnemillm‘ndnﬂm‘l
for the humanitarian needs.

major players. It has already
provided

This apart, it gave

tents meant

for IDPs worth 20 million

Renminbi. Japan, one of the

opportunities to all the reset- g:lsncipaldonomlu&i[anh. j
tled IDPs is yet another mam- pl generous help for |
moth task before the govern- theTriple 'R'. Libya has agreed
ment. The government finds to provide US$500 million and |
lack of sufficient resources the Iran has extended credit line
major challenge confronting for oil imports. These apart, a |
its reconstruction plans. Initial section of the Sri Lankan
estimates s that over diaspora have come forward
USS$ 2billion willbe :;ii:vminmallmdmedhﬁ '.
In addition to the govemn- industries especially
ment of Sri Lanka, three broad the northeast A number of I

categories of actors are
involved in the post-war
reconstruction: inter-

governmental organizations,
state actors and local non-

governmental organizations.
Inter-governmental orga-
nizations include the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF), the World Bank, the

Asian Development Bank place
(ADB) and the various organs ruling

of the United Natons like
United Nation High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), World Food
Programme (WFP) etc. The
IMF has recently agreed to
sanction US$2.5 billion to help
revive post-war Sri Lankan
economy. But, the aid comes
with t human rights
tag to which the
mment is averse to. Part
of the aid will be used to fund
the reconstruction
programme, UNHCR and
WEP are basically involved in
the welfare of the IDPs.
Principal state actors
assisting Sri Lanka in the Triple
'R'include India, China, Japan,
Libya, Pakistan, Iran, the
United States, and the
European Union.
Interestingly, Asian countries
currently outnumber the West
which had predominance in
such tasks earlier. India has
recently provided INR 500
crores for relief,
reconstruc-
tion for the displaced Tamils.
In addition, the government of

local NGOs like Sarvodaya are |
also involved in the recon-

struction process.

Politically, the govern-
ment's plan is to emulate the
east - initally conduct elec-
tions to local bodies of Jaffna
and and later for the
whole of the Northern
Province. In the polls that took

Council and the Tamil
National Alliance (TNA),
considered a LTTE proxy, won
Vavuniya Municipal Council
This was the first

held in the
areas after the formal end
ethnic war in the island.
elections signified that Tamils
still nurture
look forward to a

Polls for the entire

Northem Province will take
place after the resettle-
mentofall the

the condi
tions of the IDPs are not up to

the mark, although they are
imp |

The camps are

and there are
dangers of flooding due to the
Instead defensive, the

government can accept the
shortfalls frankly and
them in
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