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Army swimmers
back in camp

SPORTS REPORTER

The Daily Star

wants trophies

that we really have to sit down and look at.
People are saying we're the No. | team
because of ranking, but it doesn’t mean
anything once you walk onto a cricket
field. We've got to sit back and look at
ways of trying 1o stay two steps ahead
Teams will catch up and will try and take
yourideas to be able to stay at the top ... so
It's somethingforus to reallylook at now.”
T'he failure to reach the semifinals of
the Champions Trophy continued a
worrying trend for South Africa at ICC
events. Not since the inaugural
Champions Trophy 11 years ago has a
South African side claimed a major tour-
nament, and their most recent exits from
the World Cup, the World Twenty20 and,
now, a Champions Trophy at home have
prompted another round of questions
over the team's ability to cope with the
pressuresof thegame's grandest stages.
South Africa’s 55-run defeat in a rain-
effected match against Sri Lanka was only
mildly surprising, given the strength of
Kumar Sangakkara's side and the fact that
South Africa had not played an interna-
tional match since the World Twenty20 in
June. Far more shocking was their 22-run
loss to England -- a team barely a week
removed from ignominy of a 6-1 ODI
series defeat to Australia -- in a result that
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Out of eight swimmers of
Bangladesh Army, five joined
the swimming camp for the
South Asian (SA) Games yes-
terday, said Bangladesh
Swimming Federation offi-
clals.

Korean coach Park Tae Gun
did notget his full squad of 25-
members when he resumed
camp on September 24 after
Eid-ul-Fitr vacation, as eight
Army swimmers reportedly
declined to join the camp
citing poor food conditions
and environment at the
National Swimming Complex
in Mirpur as the reason.

Before the vacation, the
camp was shifted to the Army
swimming complex following
renovation work at the
national swimming pool.

Waugh, Akram
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“This honour is the perlect

for their ODI and Test series will be differ-
ent. They know that they're going to be
playing against one side for the whole
summer and they re going to have to play
their cards pretty right, whereas in this
respect they can play fearless cricket
because anybody that gets thrown in their
direction they're quite happyto tackle.

“Thelast time I played against England
in South Africa they beat us ... (but)
England will also know that they're play-
ing against a Test teamn that's already
beaten them. That might be in the back of
their heads. It's been the same players for
the last couple of years. We know them.
We know what their strengths and weak-
nesses are. [U's just a matter of being able
to sit back, do our homework and trying
(o stay two steps ahead thistime around.”

Steyn supported the calls of his chief
executive, Gerald Majola, and chalrman
of selectors, Mike Procter, for Graeme
Smith and Mickey Arthur to be retained as
South Africa captain and coach respec-
tively. Both have been the target of criti-
cism in the wake of their side's
Champions Trophy exit, but with South
Africa still ranked No. 1 in Test cricket and
No. 3 in ODlIs, Steyn is adamant change is
not required.

Dale Steyn insists
South Africa will
never truly con-
sider themselves
the world's pre-eminent team until they
break their big-tournament jinx and
claim an 1CC Trophy. South Africa entered
the Champions Trophy as the world's top-
ranked team, only to crash out in the first
round and perpetuate the “chokers” tag
that has hounded them foradecade.

The South Africans have in the past
dismissed suggestions of wilting under
the spotlight, but Steyn believes the time
has come for the team to conduct a thor-
ough review of their approach to big
tournaments, The world's top-ranked
Test fast bowler admitted the lack of 1CC
trophies was gnawing at his teammates,
and tainting their status as the best team
ininternational cricket.

“You want to win silverware, you want
to be known as a team that walks in to a
competition and is able to dominate,”
steyn told Cricinfo’s Switch-Hit podcast.
"Being ranked No. 1 in Tests and ODls is a
fantastic feeling but every year it changes
and it works on points, You won't be able
to take home any silverware from that.
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icing on the cake of a decent
career. It is a great feeling to
know your contribution and |

achievements in this fascinat
ing sport are being acknowl-
edged in such away,” he said.

Tamim calls
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the players

“If the cricketers can play
their own game, the success
will come automatically,
Mashud said, "I had earlier
seen the Mohammedan
players could not perform
well according to their merit,
and this time | will share my
experience with each of the
players to bring the best from
them.

Hard-hitter Aftab Ahmed
was much more happy to
return the mainstream
cricket after his one-vear exile
to the ICC un-approved
Indian Cricket League (ICL).

[ forgot everything of the
past year after having prac-
ticed with the Mohammedan
team today (Wednesday) and
it seems to me that I was not
out of the domestic cricket. 1o
be honest, 1 feel really better
after a long time, " said Aftab
Ahmed.

He was also determined to
return to the national fold.

"I know it very well what
will I have to do and if [ can
perform well, it will not be

(o

ard to secure a place of the | .
s : | point to lose the opening game

national team.

Mohammedan have
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Maria

Crowd-favourite

| Sharapova stormed into the

quarterfinals by beating fellow
Russian Alisa Kleybanova In
the Pan Pacific Open tennis
tournamentonWednesday.

[he former world number
one, the champion here In
2005, fired an array of lightning
service return winners for a
come-from-behind 2-6, 6-2, 6-
2 victory over her 29th-ranked
compatriot.

Sharapova, now ranked
25th, double-faulted on a break

and failed to recover the deficit
as she hit a backhand shot that

Maria, Jelena

[t came after defeats for
world number one and defend-
ing champion Dinara Safina,
the fellow Russians French
Open champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova and Beijing
Olympic champion Elena
Dementieva, US Open finalist
Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark
and AmericanVenusWilliams.

'It's a different feeling
playing for the number one, or
just playing tour to play in the
championships. So it's a chal-
lenge. 1 just want to do my
best,"” said Jankovic.

In the quarterfinals on
Thursday, Jankovic will take on
14th seed Marion Bartoli of
France, who outclassed
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova of
Russia4-6,6-2,7-5.

"I go out there and do my

PHOTO: AFP
Jelena Jankovic of Serbia makes a return against Elena Vesnina of Russia during their third round
match of the Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo yesterday.

Strauss lauds
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' charge, ably assisted by Shane

Bond, who regained his form
after two poor outings to cap-
ture three wickets.

And while the Kiwi middle
order crumbled, openers
Martin Guptill (53 off 55) and
McCullum (48 from 39) raced
to an 84-run stand that uld-
mately took the game away
from England.

Strauss admitted they had
been defeated by a class outfit
on a track not conducive to
batting.

"We were soundly beaten
today,” he said. "The wicket
obviously did a lot early on and
as a batsman you needed some
luck to survive. All credit to the
New Zealand bowlers."

He also applauded Guptill
and McCullum.

"They were able to score the
bulk of the runs very quickly
and by the time we were able to

Unfortunately, my grandkids will never
be able to look at me and say I won a
Champions Trophy in South Africa. That's
where it truly lies. It's a reflection of how
well you've played. When you walk into a
tournament those rankings really mean

nothing.

“"I'm (looking at) 2-0 now -- two tour-
naments in one year and we haven't been
able to bring home any silverware. It is
disappointing, we want to be the best the
best team in the world, we want to be two
steps ahead of other sides. It's something

paid off for them,

sealed their ChampionsTrophy exit.
England will return to South Africa
next month forawinterTest and ODI tour,
and Steyn predicts Andrew Strauss' men
will encounter a more torrid time. "They
came back from the Ashes series and one-
day series a bit of a wounded animal,” he
said. "It's always like that when you're
dealing with teams like that. They've
almost got nothing to lose. They came out
and played fearless cricket and it really

"l think coming back to South Africa

"At the end of the day, everyone's
going to point fingers at your coach and
your captain,” he said. "(But) I will putup
my hand and say that there are eleven
players in the team and we take responsi-
bility whether we win or lose. | feel mas-
sively for Mickey and Graeme. They've
done extremely well over the last couple
of years, basically herding this team
together and looking after us. We've been
a prefty tight unit over the last couple of
years. Unfortunately, we just haven't

been able to bring home the silverware in

tournaments like this.”

Kiwis make
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two balls and failed to score.,

Joe Denly was next to expe-
rience the venom of the Black
Caps attack, scoring just five
before reacting too slow and
Shane Bond sent the off stump
flying to his relief after two
previous games yielded a
solitary wicket.

Owais Shah, 98-run hero of
the triumph over South Africa,
survived a mere 10 balls and hit
three runs before he tried to
flick Bond over square leg and
senta thickedge to McCullum,

At27-3stunned England got
a reprieve when New Zealand
captain Daniel Vettori reversed
a run-out decision against
Collingwood, who went on to
top score with 40 before an
excellent Ross Taylor catch
terminated his innings.

Collingwood was one of
four England batsmen who fell
to South Africa-born right-arm
medium pacer Grant Elliott,
whose 4-31 off eight overs was
the pick of the New Zealand
bowlers and earned the man of

Kevin's race against time

YY1 Cricket
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Kevin Pietersen has revealed
his surgically-treated Achilles
has yet to completely heal, and
faces a "difficult time-scale” to
be fit for the opening stages of
England's winter tour of South
Africa. Pietersen had initially
hoped to take part in the
Champions Trophy after his
right Achilles was operated on
in July, but an infection a
month later set back his recov-
ery time considerably.
Speaking to Sky Sports,

Pietersen said the healing
process had been frustrating,
but expressed confidence
that he would be able to
return (o training within a
fortnight. "I am trying to get
as fit as possible as quick as |
can. | have had a few setbacks
and | am really frustrated. It
will be a couple of weeks
before it totally heals over --
the next 10 to 14 days -- then |
can start working really hard.
"The time-scale is difficult
but I will definitely be doing
everything I can to get on that
first plane to South Africa
whichisatthe end of October.
I might be a few days off that
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but I will certainly be in the
Test squad. I am really push-
ing for the one-dayers, but
the Twenty20s might be a
rush.”

Pietersen is understandably
enthused at the prospect of
completing his first Test tour of
South Africa. His maiden ODI
tour of his country of ongin
remains one of his career
highlights, with three centuries
coming from just five innings
at a time when South African
sentiment was firmly against
him. Pietersen scored two
further centuries against the
South Africans in the home lest
series last year, during which
he was elevated to the England
captaincy.

“For obvious reasons, it is a
very important trip for me,” he
said. "For the team as well after
the Ashes to take the momen-
tum forwards. We want to have
our best teamoutthere.”
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Sharapova will play Iveta
Benesova of the Czech
Republic, the winner over
qualifier Chang Kai-chen of

U-16 booters
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Scoreboard in Champions
Trophy match between
England and New Zealand at
theWanderers onTuesday:
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about the pitches in the
Champions Trophy.
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“I would try to retain the
results what the club
achieved last season though it
would be challenging,” said
Bashar, who is all set to cap-

Jankovic was the highest
ranked playeratseventh here.
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Bondarenko of Ukraine 2-6,
5, 6-3.

Rahman Habibe Rabbi (Media
Officer).

Aus sneak into

semis

Franklin notout 2

Extras: (Ib-7, w-4) 11

Total: (For6wktsin27.1overs) 147

Fall of wickets: 1-0,2-113, 3-114,4-118,
5-130,6-140.
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