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Dhaka, Delhi agree

to erect 320 pillars

JS body told

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Survey Department,” M Idris Ali, chairman of the

The parliamentary standing committee on

defence ministry yesterday said Bangladesh and
to erect as many as 320 pillars on

India had agreed
theirborder.

It also said there is no more dispute with
Myanmar, another neighbouring country, over the
demarcation of land boundary as both the coun-
tries had agreed to setup atotal of 314 pillars on the

border.

The parliamentary watchdog asked
Bangladesh Survey Department to play a major
land boundary with India, as its
work is more scientific and will be more acceptable
to the largest neighbouring country.

About armed forces officials deprived and
sacked on political ground during the tenure of the
past BNP-led four-party alliance and caretaker
government, it said, the defence ministry and the
review committee are evaluating the applications

role in identifying

ofvictims.

“The parliamentary body asked the respective
authorities to designate the responsibility of demar-
cating land boundary with India to Bangladesh

demarcating

standing comumittee told reporters after the meeting
atthe pardiament building complex.

The survey department had a major role in
land boundary successfully with

Myanmar,” Idris Ali, also a ruling Awami League

politician.

lawmaker said.

It should also be engaged in resolving dispute
over demarcation of land boundary with India,”
added Idris Ali, a former bureaucrate-tumed

The committee also discussed installation of
numerical weather forecasting (NWF), which is
very modern and a sophisticated system of
weather [orecast.

Replying to a question, the committee chief
said, they have so far received over 100 applications
from the armed forces officials who were allegedly
deprived or sacked on political grounds during the
past BNP and caretaker government.

"We have sent those applications to defence

ministry and respective committees are evaluating

those," he said, adding that the defence ministry
willsubmitareport to the standing committee after
completionofits task.

'Working
mothers'
children

unfit’

BBC ONLINE

Children whose mothers work
are less likely to lead healthy
lives than those with "stay at
home" mothers, astudy says.

The Institute of Child
Health study of more than
12,500 five-year-olds found
those with working mothers
less active and more likely to
eatunhealthy food.

Other experts said more
work was needed to see if the
results applied to other age
groups.

The study is in the Journal
of Epidemiology and Child
Health.

About 60% of mothers with
children aged up to five are
estimated to be in work.

Results

" The ' mothers' “were - asked
about the hours they worked
and their children’'s diet,
exercise levels and sedentary
activities.

A third of the mothers had
not worked since the birth of
their child, but the mothers
who were employed were
spending an average of 21
hours aweek atwork.

They took into account
factors likely to influence the
results, such as the mothers'
level of education and socio-
economic circumstances.

They found that five-year-
olds whose mothers worked
part-time or full-time were
more likely to primarily con-
sume sweetened drinks
between meals.

They used their computers
or watched television for at
least two hours a day com-
pared to the children of "stay
at home"” mothers who spent
less than two hours on these
activities.

They were also more likely
to be driven to school com-
pared to the children of "stay
athome" mothers who tended
towalkorcycle.

The children whose moth-
ers had a flexible working
pattern did have healthier
lifestyles but when other
factors were taken into
account the researchers said
there was little evidence that
these children behaved more
healthily.

‘Time constraints’

Professor Catherine Law,
who led the study, said they
had not looked at fathers in
this study because fathers
employment levels had not
changed whereas the num-
bers of working mothers had
increased dramatically.

She said: "For many fami-
lies the only parent or both
parents will be working.

“Time constraints may
limit parents’ capacity to
provide their children with
healthy foods and opportuni-
ties for physical activity.

"Our results do not imply
that mothers should not work.

“Rather they highlight the
need for policies and
programmes to help support
parents.”

The same children took
part in an earlier study by the
Institute of Child Health (ICH)
which found that those with
working mothers were more
likely to be obese or over-
weight by the age of three.

In the latest study, many of
the five-year-olds were engag-
ing in health behaviours likely
to promote excess weight
gain: 37% were mainly eating
crisps and sweets between
wcels, 217 were cousuming
sweetened drinks and 61%
used the television or a com-
puter at least two hours daily.
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[LOW IN THE BAY
155 tourists stranded

in St Martin's Island
1500 returned halt way

A CORRESPONDENT, C'Bazar

At least 1,500 tourists returned
to Teknaf from half way to St
Martin's Island in Cox's Bazar
yesterday due to the low over
the Bay, while a total of 155
tourists remained stranded in
the island.

The low over the west-
central and adjoining north-
west Bay intensified into a well
marked low yesterday which is
likely to intensify further, said
a Met Office warning.

It also warned squally
weather might affect the
maritime ports of Chittagong,
Cox's Bazar and Mongla which
were advised to hoist local
cautionary signal number
three.

'All'fishing boats and trawl-
ers were advised to remain
close to the coast and proceed
with caution till further notice.

Sources concerned said the

two ships LCT Kutubdia and
Keari Sindbad carrying about
1500 tourists, left Teknaf for St
Martin's Island around
9:00am yesterday. But they
compelled to return after one
hour sailing being caught in
furious waves at Badar
Mokam.

The passengers alleged the
ships yesterday carried several
times more passengers than
their capacity.

Teknaf Upazila Nirbahi
Officer AMM Nazim Uddin on
September 27 fined LCT
Kutubdia and Keari Sindbad
Tk 20,000 and Tk 10,000
respectively for carrying
excess passengers,

Acting chdirman of St
Martin's Isl union Noor
Mélilammad sald the' 155
stranded tourists are staying
in 30 hotels of the island as
there is no alternative to
returh to Teknaf.

Nero's dining
room
unveiled in
Rome

AP, Rome

Archaeologists say they
have unveiled what they
believe to be remains of the
"dining room" of the
Roman emperor Nero, part
of his palatial residence
buliltin the first century.

Lead archaeologist
Francoise Villedieu says her
team discovered part of a
circular room, which
experts believe rotated day
and night to imitate the
Earth's movement and
Impress guests,

Villedieu told journalists
yesterday that the room on
the ancient Palatine Hill was
supported by a pillar with a
diameter of 4 metres (more
than 13 feet). She says only
the foundation of the room
was recovered during the
four-month excavation.

The Golden Palace, also
known by its Latin name
Domus Aurea, rose over the
ruins of a fire that destroyed
much of Rome in 64 AD and
was completed in 68 AD.

ACC probe

FROM PAGE 16
standing committee,

The committee will probe
irregularities in tender for selec-
tion of container handing agent
and raising of service age of pilots
ofships from 57 to 60 years.

The controversial steps were
taken when Matin was heading
the ministry during the past
caretaker government regime.

ACC Deputy Director Sheikh
Mohammad Fanafillah who is
heading the team set up a tem-
poraryofficeatthe portoffice,

The team yesterday ques-
tioned Port Chairman
Commodore R U Ahmed,
Captain Zubayer Ahmed,
Terminal Manager Mashiur
Rahman Beg, Asst Manager
Golam Sarwar and Asst Traffic
Manager Omar Faruq.

Earlier the ACC team visited
Chittagong Container Terminal
and inspected files and docu-
ments.

Fanafillah 'said former
adviser Matin will. also be ques-
tioned before completing the
investigation.

He is to submit report within
30days.

PHOTO: FOCUS BANGLA

The appalling condition of probably the busiest and most important Dhaka-Chittagong Highway in
the country. The photo was taken between Jatrabari and Kajla.

The Baily Star

PHOTO FOCUS BANGLA
Dear ones lament after Swechchhasebak League leader Goutam Sarker, inset, of DCC Ward-79 was killed in the wee hours yesterday
during a clash between two groups of Hindu devotees at Shyampur over occupation of land.

AL came to power thru' rigging

FROM PAGE 1
programmes and launching

movement for protecting the
country’'s interests.

"Remain ready to join the
BNP movement,” Khaleda
told her audience during her
Sirajganj trip on a relief mis-
sion yesterday.

The opposition leader
made the remarks and warn-
ings while distributing relief to
poor men, women and chil-
dren who could not celebrate
Eid-ul-Fitr for passing days in
hardship due to river erosion
at Hard Point of Jamuna town-
protection embankment.

The programme eventually
turned into a big public gath-
ering as she went on handing
out rice, sugar, vermicelli,
saris and lungis to the desti-
tute.

Addressing the gathering,
she said the present govern-
ment, instead of implement-
ing election pledges, is busy
implementing_its
ments given to foreign pow-
ers” before the polls.

In this regard, she criticised
government move to sign
various "anti-national” agree-
ments besides such other
activities.

She cited the army pullout
from Chittagong Hill Tracts. As
a result, she feared, the region
will be out of hand of
Bangladesh.

Khaleda further alleged
that the government wants to
give corridor to India in the

name of Asian Highway.
She said BNP also wants

Bangladesh to link with the
Asian Highway, but "not sacri-
ficing the country's interests.”

The former prime minister
criticised this government's
move towards forming
taskforce in a bid to "hand
over country's resources to
foreign powers.”

Terming the past
Fakhruddin caretaker govern-
ment as government of AL, she
said the present governmentis

‘commit- .

following “the blueprint of
Fakhruddin's regime, which
also made commitments to
the foreign powers against
national interests,"

"The Fakhruddin regime
wanted to depoliticise the
country, but they failed as
people did notacceptit.”

About the new parliament,
the BNP chief deplored that
the ruling party is turning the
parliament “ineffective” sans
opposition as she said the
ruling party did not give place
for sitting to the opposition in
the House.

"They do not want democ-
racy and multiparty democ-
racy but conspiring to estab-
lish one-party Baksal rule in
the country to cling to power,”"
she told the crowd.

But, she cautioned, the

people had never accepted
one-party rule and would
never ever accept it in the
future.
“The ruling party is doing
whatever necessary to rele-
gate Bangladesh to a dysfunc-
tionalstate,” Khaledasaid.

She said the government
has been partisan everywhere
and mentioned that efficient
officers at the Secretariat are
being made OSD while “pro-
AL inept government officials
are being awarded with pro-
motions twice and thrice.”

As aresult, no work is going
on in the country, she
lamented.

Referring to what she called
misrule and misdeeds of the
last caretaker government,
she said all sections of people,
including politicians and
businessmen, were repressed
by the Fakhruddin govern-
ment, which also handed the

country massive losses.
She said during the

Fakhruddin regime, the prices
of rice were Tk 40 per kg and
many people remained unfed,
some committed suicide and
some were forced to sell their
children for want offood.

The BNP chief said the AL
government had not imple-
mented a single commitment
in the last nine months as the
party had pledged to feed
people withrice at Tk 10 per kg
and green chillies at Tk 5 kg
besides free distribution of
fertiliser.

“Rather ruling-party activ-
ists remained busy looting,
grabbing land, home and
shop, violating the chastity of
mothers and sisters across the
country,” she said.

She claimed prices of
essential items have gone out
of reach of people, which
crossed the price indices of
Fakhruddin times.

She told the gathering that
BNP always remained beside
the people, still remains
beside them and would
remain in the future also.

Referring to a sad episode
of WWE of
Sirajgan), having failed to
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr, she said

her party, while in power, had

made lump allocations during
Eid times.

But this government did
not make any lump allocation
to poor people.

She said the AL is fre-
quently speaking about secu-
larism "but the party men are
grabbing property, houses and
lands of Hindu community
and unleashed repression on
them."

Some destitute women
also spoke at the meeting,
narrating their miseries, as
they could not celebrate the
Eid. Rather they had no food to
eat on the day and could not
buy their children Eid dresses.

Sirajganj district BNP
convenor Igbal Hasan
Mahmud Tuku and local
lawmaker Rumana Mahmud
also spoke at the public gath-
ering.

Polanski asks Swiss court
to free him

AP, Zurich

Lawyers for Roman Polanski
filed amotionin court yesterday
asking that the Oscar-winning
director be released from Swiss
custody--the first step in his
legal battle to avoid extradition
to the United States for a 1977
statutory rape case.

The Swiss Federal Criminal
Court announced the filing and
said "the decision will be made
within the nextweeks."

Legal experts predicted the
76-year-old filmmaker will not
be freed anytime soon from the
prison in Zurich, for he is
expected to stay incarcerated
through the verdict and through
any appeal from either side.
Then, in a separate legal opera-
tion, he must contest an
expected US extradition request
that has notyet been received by
the Swiss.

The criminal court will
decide on the legality of the
American request for Polanski's
apprehension, Swiss Justice
Ministry spokesman Guido
Balmer told The Associated
Press. The Justice Ministry and
Polanski could later seek to
overturn any decision at
Switzerland's highest court, the
Federal Tribunal.

"We will examine the ruling

- and then decide what we will

do,” Balmer said, refusing to
speculate on how long Polanski
would remain injail.

While the director's lawyers
were hoping he could get outon

bail or under house arrest,
Dieter Jann, a former Zurich
prosecutor, said Polanski had
no chance of an immediate
release.

"In Switzerland, no,” Jann
told The AP, adding that the
extradition would be very hard
to fight and he thought
Switzerland had followed pro-
cedures correctly.

"The extradition depart-
ment at the Justice Ministry had
no other choice," he said. "This
was in no way an exceptional
case. Itis normal to follow up on
tips from investigators and to
inform border control.”

Polanski, a dual Polish and
French citizen, was arrested
Saturday as he arrived in Zurich
to receive an award from a film
festival. The United States has
been seeking his extradition for
having sex in 1977 with a 13-
year-oldgirl.

The motion filed yesterday
by the director's newly hired
Swiss lawyers was accompa-
nied by proposals for bail and
"guarantees,” Polanski's French
lawyer Herve Temime said. He
would not elaborate on those,
but added that house arrest at
the director's Swiss chalet in
Gstaad wasoneoption.

"Our first concern, and
principle concern, is that Mr
Polanski be set free” from jail
while "remaining on Swiss
territory,” Temime told report-
ers at the Justice Palace in Paris.
"He has a chalet in Switzerland.
He would naturally accept to be

placed underhouse arrest.”

The Swiss Justice Ministry
did not rule out the possibility
that Polanski could be released
on bail under very strict condi-
tions that he doesn't flee
Switzerland, but said house
arrest had never happened
beforeinasimilar case.

“In most cases the impris-
oned person has to remain in
detention for the whole pro-
cess,”" explained Peter
Cosandey, another former
Zurich prosecutor.

"The chances that he will be
exempted from prison are
rather small," he added,
because Polanski wasn't a Swiss
citizen or a permanent resident
and had already jumped bail
years agoin the United States.

Authorities in Los Angeles
consider Polanski a convicted
felon and fugitive, and a Swiss
justice official said there has
been an international arrest
warrant out on himsince 2005.

Polanski, who directed "Chi-
natown", "Rosemary's Baby"
and the Oscar-winning “The
Pianist”, had pleaded guilty to
having unlawful sexual inter-
coursein 1977 with the underage
girl. He was sent to prison for 42
days, but the judge tried to
renege on the plea bargain. On
the day of his sentencingin 1978,
aware the judge would sentence
him to more prison time,
Polanskifled to France.

Under Swiss law, the United
States has 60 days to file a formal
extradition request.

NYC terrorism suspect
awaits arraignment

AP, New York

An Afghan immigrant accused
of plotting to turn common
chemicals into explosives that
could have targeted New York
City was due in federal court
yesterday, a day after authori-
ties confirmed that they know
the identities of three believed
to have been in on the scheme.

Najibullah Zazi is to be
arraigned in a Brooklyn court-
room on charges he conspired
to use weapons of mass
destruction. The 24-year-old
airport van driver and former
coffee cart vendor has denied
wrongdoing.

A letter filed by Brooklyn
prosecutors last week argued
that Zazi should be jailed
indefinitely because, as an
Afghan immigrant with ties to
Pakistan, he could flee, and
because he "poses a signifi-
cant danger” to the commu-
nity.

Evidence gathered--
including bomb-making
instructions found on his
laptop computer--shows
"Zazi remained committed to
detonating an explosive
device" until he was arrested,
the letter said.

The law enforcement
official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the
investigation continues,

confirmed the bombing plot
might have targeted mass
transitin the NewYork area.

Authorities released a
flurry of terrorism warnings
for sports complexes, hotels
and transit systems even while
saying the plot was disrupted
before it become an immedi-
ate threat.

The official who spoke to
The Associated Press declined
to comment further about the
co-conspirators, and there
have been no reports that the
bomb-making materials have
been recovered.

The accomplices are sus-
pected of travelling from New
York City to suburban Denver
this summer and using stolen
credit cards to help Zazi stock-
pile beauty products contain-
ing hydrogen peroxide and
acetone, which can be key
ingredients for homemade
bombs, authorities have said.

Before the raids, police
detectives showed a source--a
Queens imam at a mosque
where Zazi had once wor-
shipped--photographs of him
and three people considered
possible suspects, court
papers say. It was unclear
whether those three were the
same ones suspected of travel-
ling to Denver.

Spokesmen James
Margolin for the FBI, Edward

Mullen for the New York Police
Department and Robert
Nardoza for the U.S. attorney's
office in Brooklyn declined to
discuss the case.

Prosecutors allege that Zazi
has admitted that while living
in Queens, he travelled last
year to Pakistan and received
explosives training from al-
Qaeda. Security videos and
store receipts show that when
he returned and moved to
Aurora, Colorado, he and three
others bought several bottles
of beauty products over the
course of several weeks, court
paperssaid.

On September 6, Zazi took
some qf his products into a
Colorado hotel room outfitted
with a stove on which he later
left acetone residue, authori-
ties said. He repeatedly sought
another person's help cooking
up the bomb, "each commu-
nication more urgent in tone
thanthe last,” the papers said.

The FBI was listening to
Zazi and becoming increas-
ingly concerned as the anni-
versary of the September 11,
2001, attacks and a New York
visit by President Barack
Obama approached, officials
said. They decided to track
him on September 9 when he

rented a car and drove 1o New
York.

10 BCL men
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and Upazila Parishad Vice-
Chairman Sultan Mahmud
arranged the arbitration at
Kalapara Girls' School in the
evening,

The village arbitration in a
farcical judgement fined all the
16 Tk 10,000 each and that they
allbe whipped 100 times each.

But four days into the grisly
incident the victim's father, a
poor farmer, still does not dare
tofileacase.

He said, "Rakibul (AL leader)
and his men took signatures of
me and my daughter on three
blank sheets asking us not to
seek justiceanywhere else.”

Rakibul Ahsan denied the
allegation. He claims, “"The
youths did not rape the girl, they
just made an attempt. We pun-
ished them so that they don't
indulge into such activities in
future.”

The Kalapara AL leader

denied their political identity as ) v

BCL activists dubbing them as
"spoiltbrats”.

| dﬁminm {a'm"

Ali said they released Rajib and
Sohag as the victim's father did
not fileany complaint.

He says he does not know
anything about the willage
arbitration, adding the police
would not file any case of their
own and "take legal steps if any
complaintisfiled".

The gang members were
identified as Rajib, Rubel, Ratul,
Pobitra, Mojibur, Omer, Rana,
Sohel, Regan, Lalu, Jewel,
Sohag, Bappi of Nayapara,
Saiful and Munim of Madrasa
Road in Kalapara upazila town
and Al-Amin of Dhankhali.

Aman

FROM PAGE 1

they failed to produce case
documents, the court put off
ruling on the prayer till
October 8, court sources said.

Osman Gani, a BNP leader
and businessman from
Aman's constituency, filed the
case with Mohammadpur
Police Station on May 31.

The case statement says
Gani came under a gun attack
on Salimullah Road in
Mohammadpuron May28.

DB officials said they held
the ex-BNP lawmaker on the
basis of a confession made by
one of the five suspects
detained in the case.

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
yesterday protested the arrest
and demanded Aman'simme-
diate release.

"He [Aman] was returning
home after treatment abroad.
When doctors have advised
him complete rest, sending
him to jail could prove fatal for
his health,” he said in a state-
mentissued lastnight.

During the military-led
caretaker government, the
army-led joint forces detained
Aman on graft charges on
February4, 2007.

On June 22 that year, a
special court sentenced him
to 13 years in prison including
10 years' rigorous imprison-
ment and fined Tk 10 lakh ina
corruption case.

Aman’'s wife Sabera Aman
was sentenced to three years'
imprisonment, as she was
found guilty of abetting her
husband in amassing wealth
through dishonest means.

A former VP of Dhaka
University Central Student
Union, Aman was among 50
graft suspects asked to submit
wealth statements by the Anti-
Corruption Commission on
February 18, 2007.

He had submitted his
wealth statement through
representatives.

He stands accused in 13
cases including the one filed

H

by ACC. Of the cases against .

him, four are on extortion
charges, four on land-
grabbing and five on other
charges.
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