The Baily Star

Ty

DHAKA TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2009

www. barm.com

Buy Specific
models of PHILIPS g

oo 11095

1100 The only sensible choice.

900%h 0420

D'OMiti‘ " "‘-. - n:’:f"fﬂf"j pu -,
Appliances | ‘ E

TRANSCOM

BSRM]_J

N tréme

!I'}I' M 'l"l l]*-‘t'l’-i*.”:i".' '.tl"lr

'

:
I.- 4 T™e e 5 - B - N

—— — — - . . - - - ¥ Ak 5 L

YO uwi Irus t e f ect Hetniloarl
For Mora Lrf oreres Beor: BABs388-8, G171 GaBANS

EUY &
. W

WB's pledge

or Padma

may go up

Dhaka to seek additional assistance during Turkey meet

REIAUL KARIM BYRON

The World Bank (WB) alone may provide $460
million for the proposed Padma Bridge project
to be built on the river Padma connecting
Mawa in Munshiganj with Jazira in Madaripur.

When the WB Managing Director Ngozi N
Okonjo-Iweala meets with Finance Minister
AMA Muhith at Istanbul Congress Centre,
Turkey on October 7, the WB is likely to convey
to the government about the commitment on
the sidelines of the meeting.

At the meeting, the Bangladesh side would
project the impact of world recession and
climate change on Bangladesh and seek addi-
tional assistance in this regard. The assistance
for constructing the Padma Bridge would figure
prominently during the discussion.

Sources said, the WB would convey
Bangladesh government about the enhanced
commitment. Earlier the WB said ‘it would
provide $300 million and now it is going to
provide $460 million.

At the meeting, the WB would also discussits
assistance in the infrastructure, power and

agriculture sectors, social safety net
programme, etc,

According to primary estimate, about $2
billion would be spent to construct the Padma
Bridge. Alongside the WB, Asian Development
Bank, Japan and Islamic Development Bank
would also provide assistance,

[he WB has made a study on the positive
impact ol the Padma Bridge. It said the bridge
would boost the country’s GDP by 1.2 percent.
[twould enable 41,000 vehicles to cross over the
bridge daily.

The Padma Bridge projectis about 6km long
with a four-lane roadway and railway connect-
ing Southwest region. Gas and power transmis-
sion lines would be set up along the bridge. It
would include 12km of approach roads and
bridge end facilities.

The WB in its study said when the bridge is
constructed about 27 percent area of the coun-
try and a quarter of the country's population
would be benefited.

Now only 24 percent capacity of Mongla
portis used. If the bridge is constructed the use
ofits capacity would increase substantially.

e

A devastating fire broke out on the second floor of BCIC building in Motijheel and
engulfed the entire five-storey building. Inset, the destruction after the fire was put out.

| BNP tinds way to
‘end Dhaka row

' || A senior leader to be picked
|| fo form city committee

RAKIB HASNET SUMAN
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'he BNP high command decided to nominate a senior leader as

Merkel moves
to form new
govt after

polls victory
AP, Berlin

Chancellor Angela Merkel
yesterday set about laying the

convener of the Dhaka city convening committee, which is to
form a fully-fledged BNP city committee by holding a city BNP
council. The convener would not be allowed to be part of the city

committee.
BNP Vice-president MK Anwar or BNP Chairperson’s Adviser
Brig Gen (retd) Hannan Shah may be picked as the convener,

| said party insiders. BNP wants to reorganise the city unit and
| hold the city council by the end of this year.

groundwork for her new, |

centre-right coalition with the
pro-business Free Democrats
after German voters returned
her to office for a second term.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Qaeda leader
calls Obama
a criminal

AFP, Dubai

al-Qaeda’'s second-in-
command slams US President
Barack Obama as a criminal
who turns a blind eye to the
expansion of Israeli settle-
ments, inanaudio tape broad-
cast by Al-Jazeera news chan-
nel yesterday.

"Have we realised the truth
of Obama the criminal, or do
we still need more crimes to be
carried out in Kabul, Baghdad,
Mogadishu and Gaza to be
sure of his criminality?”
Ayman al-Zawahiri asked.

"Have we realised the
lowliness of America under
the leadership of the smiling
and wooing Obama?" he
asked in the recording, which

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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enforcement agencies'
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Hannan Shah, also an adviser to the chairperson, said, "There
are many qualified persons like me in the party to lead it in the
capital.”

MK Anwar, however, said that he is not interested in such
matters and that he knows nothing about it.

Partyinsiders said the chairperson to puta cap on the conflict
between rival BNP leaders Sadeque Hossain Khoka and Mirza
Abbas, who are desperate to bag the post of convener, made the
decision to appointa senior leader as city convener,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Outlaws threaten
cops in south

Police file general diary against
ex- AL lawmaker for forcing
release of an operative

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Bagerhat police stepped up security yesterday at all police sta-
tions of the district following threats to top police officials by
outlaws.

Besides, police registered a general diary against a former
Awami League MP Sheikh Ali Ahmed for forcing police to release
anoutlaw.

Members of Lal Pataka, a faction of outlawed Purbo Banglar

' Communist Party, phoned Bagerhat's Superintendent of Police

Md Mizanur Rahman and Officer-in-Charge of Fakirhat Police
Station Salahuddin Mian Sunday night threatening of death,

said the SP.
They also demanded release of four extremists arrested on

September 26 and threatened to blow up Fakirhat Police Station
and all puja mandaps of the district unless the demand was not

fulfilled.
The extremists-- Humayun Morol, Azimuddin, Alam Sheikh

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina along with Foreign Minister Dipu Moni inaugurates the Chancery of the

permanent Bangladesh mission in the UN at New York Sunday.

Coroner terms
Sutopa's death
as suicide

B ! STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The post-mortem reportof the
forensic department of Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH) has described the
death of Dhaka University
student Mafruda Huq Sutopa
as suicidal in nature.

However, the victim's
family rejected the report
termingita'partial’ one.

The report says, "the death
was due to asphyxia as a result
of hanging which was ante-
mortem and suicidal in
nature.” It was sent to Mirpur
police on Sunday evening.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Sutapa's brother-in-law Hafiz
Akbar alleged that doctors
concerned have given a 'par-
tial' report to save Sutapa's

PHOTO:. PID : :
husband Imrul Sadat alias

Pakistan vows to act on
Mumbai suspects

India urges quicker probe

AFP, New York

wants to see the trial to its logical conclusion.”

Abeer an accused.
He also demanded a fresh

post-mortem examination as
police inquest report found
the body bore several marks of
injuries.

Sutapa, a master's
examinee in mass communi-
cation and journalism depart-
ment, died at her husband's

SEE PAGE 15COL 1

Pakistan's foreign minister assured his Indian
counterpart here Sunday that Pakistani mili-
tants blamed for last year's deadly Mumbai
attacks would be tried soon but urged a broader
dialogue on all bilateral issues.

After nearly two hours of talks with SM
Krishna of India, Shah Mahmood Qureshi told
reporters: “the formal trial (of the seven
Pakistani suspects) will start on Oct 3, Pakistan

Earlier Krishna told a separate press confer- Prayer Timing
ence: "The (Mumbai probe) process must | |
gather furthermomentum.” L September 29 =,
The seven suspects are accused by India of Azan |Jamaat|
carrying out the Mumbal attacks that left 166 f_air 5-35 6-10
people dead. Zohr 1-45 2-15
"The process must gather further momen- | |Asr 5-15 5-30
tum,” SM Krishna told reporters after meeting | |Maghrib 700 | 7-05 |
here with his Pakistani counterpart Shah Qureshi. ‘Esha B30 | 900
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7 Source. Isiamic Foundahion

Outlaw killed
in 'shootout’

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

An outlawed party leader was
killed in a 'shootout’ between
his cohorts and police at
Zuranpur village under
Damurhuda upazila in

Chuadanga yesterday.
Kamirul Islam alias
Hamidul, 45, of Chualia village
under Damurhuda upazila
was a regional leader of the
outlawed Lal Pataka, one of
the factions of Purbo Banglar
Communist Party. He was also
a close associate of Lal Pataka
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

SUST asks
students to
vacate
dormitories

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Svlhet

The Shahjalal University of
Science & Technology (SUST)
authority asked the students
to vacate the dormitories by
2:00pm today.

The instructions came in
line with adecision taken atan
emergency syndicate meeting
held on Sunday to end the
ongoing trouble on the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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E; Si;l, r at
BCIC building

1 killed, 10 inured

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One person was killed and 10 others were injured in a devastat-
ing fire at the BCIC building (Sadan) in the city's Motijheel com-
mercial area yesterday.

The dead was identified as Noor-e-Malek Mujibur Rahman,
42, CBA general secretary of Ghorashal Urea Fertiliser Factory.

The injured were rushed to the Dhaka Medical College Hospital
and later shifted to the City Hospital, said hospital sources.

Following the fire incident traffic on Motijheel-Jatrabari
road was interrupted for over four hours in front of the BCIC
Sadan.

Witnesses said the accident started with a huge bang around
9:35am. They saw an air conditioner and other electronic equip-
ment at the BCIC building blow up and hit the glass-wall on the
first, second and third floors of Alico building, which is just
opposite the BCIC building across the road.

They added that following the incident they saw huge black
smoke emitting from the second floor of the BCIC building
engulfing the entire five-storey building.

Deputy Director (DD) of Fire Brigade Abdur Rashid told The
Daily Star, "The fire might have originated from a gas pipeline or
an air conditioner explosion. The wave of the explosion and heat
ofthe fire damaged glass of adjacent buildings.”

« The explosion occurred at the office of The Padma Fabric
(Pvt) Ltd on the second floor and soon the entire floor caught

fire, headded.
Though the fire was restricted on the second floor, smoke and

heat damaged office equipment of other floors except the
ground floor of the building, he said, adding that fire fighters
using ladder rescued the people trapped in the BCIC guest
house on the fourth flooraround 10:30am.

The rescued fell unconscious due to smoke and were sent to

DMCH where Noor-e-Malek died, sources said.
Dr Shamonto Lal Sen, project director of DMCH burn unit,

told The Daily Star that of the injured, eight were in a critical

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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