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Our sovereignty

I am truly grateful to Mr. Maswood
Khan who recently wrote an article
(Financial Express September 20,

2009) summarizing his take on a
televised political discussion show

titled “Tritio Matra” (third degree)
and expressing his own views on the
subject of Bangladesh's geograph-
ical sovereignty. While I cannot
comment on the episode itself, I see
the emergence of such media circu-
lated public debates on matters of
national interest as another healthy
sign of maturity of democracy in
Bangladesh. 1 have enjoyed reading
Mr. Khan's comparison of a child-
hood personal experience to that of
the predicament of a young and
weak nation like Bangladesh.
However, | have some fundamental
disagreements with him which I
would now like to express.
Bangladesh's weakness is not
confined only to its diplomacy or
military might - it goes much
deeper. Essentiallyitisthe inability
of the average Bangladeshi to think
and act for themselves based on
what they perceive to be right
Everything else follows this basic
lack of pro-activeness in their char-
acter. People are afraid to ask diffi-
cult questions or formulate com-
plex solutions for the fear of upset-
tng cultural norms built up over
years of foreign rule where it was
simply not required since one's
destiny was to a great extent deter-
mined ultimately by external pow-
ers. Rather than negotiating one's
way through major roadblocks,
people either relegate their respon-
sibility or when frustration reaches
a boiling point, it results in violent
and destructive means of seeking
recourse. While violence was an
effective way of ridding itself of
foreign rulers, the scars remain
even though the country is respon-
sible for its own destiny. Until this
much forgotten trait of survival is

the Bangladesh army is the darling
of the UN peacekeeping missions
because they are disciplined; the
Bangladesh cricket team is a
focused group who have dedicated
themselves to training; Bangladesh
garments industry is successful
because management has been
able to harness an easily trained low
cost labour force. While there is
nothing inherently lacking in the
people of Bangladesh there are no
short cuts and it's never too late to
change course to a path of self-
sufficiency.

Mr. Khan suggests Bangladesh
should rely on strategic alliances for
safeguarding its sovereignty. This
may be a second tier option, butitis
fundamentally flawed as a first
option. Today Bangladesh is a
good friend of the United States but
in 1971 it was merely an inconve-
nient conflict of interest for the US
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administration that was a strong
ally of Pakistan. Today Bangladesh
is at odds with Myanmar which he
cites as being backed by China and
he professes to seek the might of the
United States to tell China to back

most “leaders” are involved in jos-
tling for petty causes that not only
distract them but often stands in
the way of national interest. Most
Bangladeshis seem to pride them-
selves in giving vetoes against some-
one else's ideas rather than provid-
ing constructive supportoralterna-
tives; the legal system inherited
from foreign rule specifically
designed to stand in the way of the
ruled rather than provide protec-
tion to them hasnotbeen modified
for self rule; knowledge is seen as
something to be used as a weapon
to put someone down rather than
be shared and put to practical use;
anyone in a position of authority
very quickly forgets the all impor-
tant responsibility for which they
were given that authority in the first
place. With these destructive val-
ues that the Bangladesh society
espouses, blaming all its ills on its
neighbours is yet another way to
justify inaction. Doesn't it seem
audacious then to go ask another
nation to protect Bangladesh's
sovereignty? It is the Bangladeshi
laws, taxes and high bank interest
rates that are preventing local
industries from succeeding; while
its neighbours are sending out
satellites into space, manufactur-
ing their own cars and building
townships dedicated to science and
technology all connected by a well
planned transport system,
Bangladeshi experts from a certain
self acclaimed institution of engi-
neering and technology could not
even seem to demolish a multi-
storeyed building without causing
death let alone propose simple
zoning and building codes for the
crowded capital city. Why? Because
no one is allowed to question any-
one's authority while everyone

points to someone else when it

off to protect the interest of
Bangladesh. Butwait, isn't Chinaa
huge investor in Bangladesh? And
aren't China and the US two of the
biggest trade allies who have more
pressing issues of mutual interest
than dealing with what's most
important for a third country like

revived in each and every individ-

ual, national stakes will continue to

be at peril at the hands of anyone
who wishes to take advantage

I am not saying people in

W Bangladesh are fundamentally

weak - far fromit. There needsto be

introspection and focus on becom-
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comes to responsibility: there is no
public accountability.

Until there is healthy public
debate about these root causes and
the dysfunctional value system,
outsiders will always take advan-
tage of Bangladesh. No amount of

sugar coating from the savviest of
~con-

vince even the friendliest of its allles

responsibility and on learning
management skills, so control over
directionis no longer beyond reach.
Some of this will come naturally
with time and through persever-

feeling of enmlty with its neigh-
bours, shouldn't Bangladesh be
actively trying to advance itself
where the neighbours have more to
lose than gain by harassing it?

to take on the task of protecting its
sovereignty unless as a nation it
shows that it is serious about its
own survival and is prepared to do
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in San Diego how is America.
He told me it is just like Hotel
Sonargaon all over America. |
thought he was kidding, but
when | arrived in Houston |

found the truth. Very recently
my nephew came home on
vacation from Japan. I asked
him how is Japan. [ got a simi-
lar answer.

In this connection I must
say the City Corporation is an
utter failure in rendering
services to the people. When a
vehicle becomes old, it needs
overhauling, when overhaul-
ing does not help, it needs to
be replaced. Likewise, the
City Corporation too needs
overhauling, ifitdoes not help
it needs to be replaced.

Had this been the situation
in the United States, the
Mayor would not have been
able to stay in office for a day
even. People must be made
aware of their rights and
responsibilities, only then we
expect to see a cleaner Dhaka.
As a taxpayer I have the right
to live in a hassle free clean
city, likewise I have the
responsibility to keep the city
clean.

The world has now become
a global village, where do we
stand in the community of
nations? We must go for action
beforeitis too late,

Saleh Mohammad Ayub
Kalabagan, Dhaka

Top priorities

For protection of basic human
rights, equality, peace, distri-
bution of social justice and
sustainable social develop-
ment, we have to create
awareness about trust based
relations among the people of
all religions. Empower the
people at grassroots level to
fight jointly for their funda-
mental religious, political,
economic and legal rights.

We can end terrorism
through promotion of toler-
ance and inter-religious
dialogues. We should struggle
collectively for durable peace,
elimination of terrorism,
human development and
protection of human rights.

In our world there should
benoroom forbloodshed. We
should try and work for the
betterment of humanity.

Let us stand for global
peace.

- Mohammad Rajja ' <

Nepal student society, Dhaka

Stop the blame

game
Could you please tell our
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Palm oil plants

Palm Olin (locally we
call palm oil) is a low
cost edible oil. It is very
suitable for human
consumption from
health point of view. Its
yield per hector is much
higher than all other
known vegetables
edible oils. The palm
tree originated from the
African continent. But
at present Malaysia and
Indonesia produce the
largest quantity of palm
oil systematically and
export it to different countries.
Developed high vield variety of plants
when cultivated in a scientific way,
discovered by research and develop-
ment, has produced even a few tons of
oil from a hector of land in a year in
Malaysia. It has been proved that palm
oil tree plantation is suitable for
Bangladesh soil and climate. In the last
decade Bangladesh imported more
than one million tonnes of palm oil
from Indonesia and Malaysia annually
and the quantity is increasing with
Increase in per capita income over
here. We have been consuming palm oil
in the name of soybean oil as the traders
sell palm oil as soybean oil. We know
that palm oil is suitable for health and it
also increasestasteoffooditems.

In costal areas a massive palm oil tree
plantation is very much needed to
lessen the devastating effect of natural
calamity owing to global warming. The
job seekers who went to Malaysia and

our country. They can be engaged for
palm oil tree plantation, especially in
costal areas, The devastating impact of
storms that affect the costal areas as a
result of climate change could be
reduced to a great extent with massive
palm oil tree plantation. Bangladesh
can also take technical help from
friendly countries like Malaysia and
Indonesia for massive palm oil tree
plantation.

As itis a labour intensive work, such
plantation would lead to generation of
employment forthe poorpeople.

The agriculture extension depart-
ment and the forest department may be
assigned to take separate projects for
palm oil plant cultivation in
Bangladesh. The business of extraction
of oil from palm fruits can be assigned
to private sector entrepreneurs.

[f all these measures are adopted it is
expected that within a decade
Bangladesh will become self -reliant in

worked in palm oil gardens have practi- edible oil.

cal experience in palm oil tree garden- Md.AshrafHossain
ing. They would be an advantage for Central Bashabo
massive plantation of palm oil trees in Dhaka

Gulshan-Banani
Lake

Very recently, a number of
shanties /structures were
built around the lake. Almost
every day new ones are being
built. People living in those
structures right on the lake
are using the lake as their
defecating place. The sight is
simply disgusting and from

the environmental point of
view horrifying. Seems there
is total lack of governance. If
Rajuk people are making
money out of it, then what is
the Department of
Environmentdoing?
Recently, the prime minis-
ter of the country declared
that no unauthorised occu-
pation of public land would
be allowed. The PM also

declared the govt's firm stand
on protecting wetlands, lakes
and rivers. I am drawing the
attention of Rajuk for imme-
diate corrective measures.

| am encouraged to write to
you as your daily has recently
done a few features entitled
“HELLO MAYOR” Can you
do afeature on the subject?
Mufazzel Hossain
One-mail
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