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Musicians ushering in puja

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

Traditional instruments add to the festivity of
the five-day Durga Puja. However, the honorar-
ium given to the artistes is not anywhere near
adequate in many cases.

Some 4000 artistes who play dhak, dhol and
flute perform at around 525 puja mandap here,
including 42 in the district town. The artistes
come here every year on the occasion of Durga
Puja from different parts of the country --
Dhaka, Bikrampur, Rajendrapur, Sirajgan),
Brahmanbaria, Comilla, Kishoreganj,
Netrakona, Jamalpur, Tangail, Bogra and
Rangpur.

Md. Nasim Khan, a dhol player from
Sirajganj, said that he came here with a group of
six, and was on contract for five days with the
Swadeshi Bazar Puja commirttee for Tk 18,000.
“We will have to spend Tk 500 per person, for
travel and other expenses,” said Siraj Khan,
another musician. He said that the amount
theyreceive isnotreasonable.

get a raw deal

Shyamol Das, another artiste, told this corre-
spondent that sometimes they do not fuss
about the money, as it is the peak season for
gigs.

Basudev Moni Das and his younger brother
Pradip Moni Das who hail from Bikrampur also
have a contract with a puja committee for five
days. "We will get Tk 11,000 to play dhak, the
main instrument of this celebration,” said
Basudev. He also informed that he is a furniture
maker and occasionally plays dhak as the art
runs in his family. Basudev said that the remu-
neration should be increased, as the artistes
cannotsurvive in this profession now.

Debesh Das and Satya Ranjan Das hail from
Sadar upazila. At the Durgabari Temple, they
said that they have a group of three and made a
contact for Tk 9,500. "As we regularly play dhak
here, we can not bargain with the committee
formore money," said Debesh Das.

The musicians however said that they enjoy
the celebration. The puja committees make all
arrangements for their food and accommoda-
tion they said.
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Solo Painting

Artist: Shahabuddin
Venue: Gallery Chitrak,
H 21, Rd 4, Dhanmondi
Date: September

Time: 10am-1pm,
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Michael Moore leaving

Dhaka
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documentaries?

Michael Moore said he made his latest documentary,
“Capitalism: A Love Story,” as though it were his last. And it

mightbe,

Could the George W. Bush antagonist of “Fahrenheit
9/11" and gun-control champion of “Bowling for Colum-
bine” be closing up shop? The General Motors jouster of
"Roger & Me"” and health care trouper of “Sicko” no longer

in the documentary business?

“I'm saying it's a possibility, yeah,” Moore said in an
interview at the Toronto International Film Festival, where
‘Capitalism” played in advance of its nationwide rollout
on Friday. It also was screened at the Kansas International

Film Festival on Sept. 18,

“I've done this for 20 years," he said. “

years saying these things,

“Iwo years ago, I tried to get the health care debate going,
and it did eventually, and now where are we? We may not
even have it Whatam I supposed to do ata certain point?”

Moore, 55, whose nonfiction projects include the televi-
sion shows “TV Nation” and “The Awful Truth,” is thinking

he wants to return to fiction.

He wrote and directed one fictional film, the 1995 com-
edy “Canadian Bacon,” starring John Candy in his next-to-

| started out by
warning people about General Motors, and my whole
career has been trying to say the emperor has no clothes
here, and we better do something about it. I've been hav-
ing to sort of knock my head against the wall here for 20

last role as an American county sheriff who goes on the

warpath after the U.S. president (Alan Alda) tries to boost
his saggingimage by provoking hostilities with Canada.
The movie was a critical and commercial dud, but
Moore said he was anxious to do more narrative flicks.
Moore said he has been working on two fiction screenplays
a documentary in which he
pegs corporate inroads into the federal government dur-
ing the Reagan years as a key factor in today's economic

while making “Capitalism,”

meltdown.

“Look, I love the muvies [ love going to the movies, and |
" he said. “I think makmg a good
movié'is about telling 4 gobd Story, and you ¢an do that
through fiction or nonfiction. I've made a body of work of
nonfiction that I'm very proud of, and like any filmmaker,
I'm looking for different challenges, and things that will

love making movies,’

keep me interested and excited aboutwhatI'm doing.”
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A traditional boat race was held on Sep-
tember 26 on the river Kumar on the occa-
sion of Durga Puja, the biggest religious

event.
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HOSSAIN SERAJ, Magura
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and neighbouring Rajbari district panici

1“pated in the competition.~©
A boat from Boroichara, under Shalikha ' hel-Baki.'
upazila of Magura, named ‘Mayer
Ashirbad' bagged the first prize, while
another from Potora village under
Baliakandi upazila of Rajbari district,
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Photo Exhibition

Images of tourist sites
of Moscow and St

Venue: Lobby, Russian
Centre of Science &
Culture,

in Magura

On the water, singing of the divine.

position. 'Moyur Pankhi,’
village, under Sreepur upazila, earned the

third prize.

Boat race celebrates the deity

PHOTO: STAR

from Gopalpur

Chairman of Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society and local lawmaker Dr.
Mohammad Serajul Akbar was the chief
festival of the Bengali Hindu community. guest at the competition. Special guests

Tengakhali Puja Celebration Committee (ere the DC (Deputy Commissioner) of

of Magura sadar upazila organised the Magura, Mohammad Dilwar Bakht; addi-

tional Deputy Commissioner Mohammad ‘

Eight teams from four upazilas of Magura Tarikul Alam, Magura sadar upazila
parishad chairman Abu Nasir Bablu and
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The guests gave away the prizes among
the winners of the competition.

Thousands of people, including women
and children, thronged the venue and

Men of much music and little mirth. PHOTO:STAR |  Source: Intemnet named 'Doyal Moti' secured the second enjoyed the traditional event.
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