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Israel lacks will for credible
ME peace talks: Egypt
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tellite English-language official Press TV station shows a test-launch of a short-range missile during

f Tehran yesterday. Iran fired two short-range missiles as it began war games, two days after the UN
hran was building a second uranium enrichment plant.

AVP, United Nations

Egyptian Forelgn Minister Ahmed Abul Gheit
yesterday accused Israel of lacking the political
will to enter "serious and credible” peace talks
with the Palestinians,

“Throughout this year, Israel has shown lack
of the necessary political will to engage in
serious and credible negotiations that aim at
reaching a final settlement to the conflict,” he
told the 192-member UN General Assembly.

Abul Gheitoutlined Egyptian proposals urging
the international community to put forward “the
formula for the final settlement” and stressing the
need "to ensure Israel's commitment to halt all
settlement activity in the occupled Palestinian
Territory, including east Jerusalem.”

The freeze on lsraeli settlement activity
"should go simultaneously and in parallel with
the negotiating track in order to reinforce the
Palestinian confidence in Israeli intentions,”
headded.

“Israel's engagement in a serious, credible,
clear and time-bound negotiating process
would restore the situation on many other
Issues to the same way they had been in the

1990s in terms of the Arab interaction with
Israel,” Abul Gheit said.

Egypt has been Israel’s main Arab interlocu-
tor since the (wo signed a peace treaty in 1979,
but the neighbours remain at odds over the
peace process.

Cairo has also acted as a mediator in talks
between Hamas and Israel on a possible deal to
end the crippling blockade of the Gaza strip
and free Gilad Shalit, the Israeli soldier cap-
tured by Palestinian militants more than three
years ago.

Tuesday US President Barack Obama held Oscar wmmng
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ae e Minister Benjamin Netanyahu -
and Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas. He told POlﬂnSkI arrested

them to stop stalling and open talks on a com-
prehensive deal to halt an “endless cycle” of
conflict and suffering.

Final status issues include the fate of Jewish
settlements in the West Bank, the borders of an
eventual Palestinian state, the status of
Jerusalem and the right of return of Palestinian
refugees.

Netanyahu has rejected a total freeze on all
settlement construction in the occupied West
Bank and east Jerusalem ahead of the renewal

in Switzerland
AP, AFP, Zurich

Swiss police detained Oscar
winning director Roman
Polanski on a US warrant
over three-decade-old

a 13-year-old girl, a film
festival's organisers said

charges of unlawful sex with |
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of peace talks, insisting on the need to guaran-

tee "normal life" in settlements which are
home to 500,000 Israelis.

yesterday.
Polanski was taken into
custody, Swiss police con-

éaudis will allow Israel

to bomb Iran's
nuke site: MI16

AN], London

Premier British intelligence
agency, MI6 chief, has been told
that Saudi Arabia will permuit
Israel to fly over the kingdom to
bomb Iran's nuclearsites.

'he MI6 chief discussed the
issue in London with Mossad
chief Meir Dagan and Saudi
officials after British intelli-
gence officers helped to
uncover the plant, in the side of
a mountain near the ancient
cityofQom.

Both Tel Aviv and Riyadh see
the site asa major threat. Details
of the talks emerged after John
Bolton, America's former UN
ambassador, told a meeting of
intelligence analysts that "Ri-
yadh certainly approves” of
Israel’s use of Saudiairspace.

Foreign Secretary David
Miliband acknowledged that
the danger ol a nuclear arms
race in the Middle East was

"particular]y potent” and
refused to rule out military
action altogether, but he
insisted: "We are 100 per cent
focused on a diplomatic solu-
tion.”

Prime Minister Gordon
Brown, US President Barack
Obama and French President
Nicolas Sarkozy have warned
Iran's leader Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad that he must
allow in weapons inspectors or
face more sanctions.

The scene is set for a show-
down next Thursday when
[ranian officials meet represen-
tatives of the E3+3 group of
Britain, France, Germany, the
US, Russia and China in
Geneva, The Daily Express
reports.

Significantly, Russia, which
has previously resisted pres-
sure for sanctions, said it also
found the latest disclosures
disturbing.

Merkel eyes 2nd term
as Germans vote

AFP, Berlin

Germans voted in a national
election yesterday with Angela
Merkel favourite to win a sec-
ond mandate to lead a country
hit by the global recession and at
odds over its military role in
Alghanistan.

Final surveys indicated the
conservative Merkel was a
shoo-in for four more years as
chancellor, as voters reward her
for guiding Germany calmly
through its worst downturn
sinceWorldWarll.

But she may not get the
business friendly coalition
partner she wants coming out
oftheelection.

Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
leader of the centre-left Social
Democrats (SPD) who have
been in a "grand coalition" with
Merkel for four years, has failed
to dent the huge popularity of
Forbes magazine's most power-
ful woman on the planet, but a
late surge has left. Merkel's
coalitionhopesonaknife-edge.

"lam always optimistic,” she
told the mass-circulation Bild
am Sonntagnewspaper.

Security across Germany
has been tight in the run-up to
election day following a string of
threats from Islamic militants,
including al-Qaeda chief
Osama bin Laden, waming of
attacks over Germany's pres-
encein Afghanistan.

firmed Sunday, ona 1978 US
arrest warrant for having sex
with a 13-year-old girl.
Polanski was flying in to
receive an honorary award
at the Zurich Film Festival
when he was detained late
Saturday at the airport,
organisers at the festival said
in astatement

Dozens killed as
north Yemen
battles rage

AFP, Sanaa
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A close election result in
2005 forced Merkel's Christian
Democrats (CDU/CSU) into a
coalition with traditional rivals,
the SPD,

Four years of loveless left-
right government later, Merkel
wants to ditch the SPD and
replace it with the business-
friendly Free Democrats (FDP),
a party seeking small govern-
mentand lower taxes.

Early in the campaign, both
parties looked on course to
attract enough votes (o create a
new coalition, but surveys last
week suggested that the race
had narrowed, with as many as
a quarter of voters still unde-
cided.

Dozens of people were killed or
wounded as fighting raged anew
on Sunday between government
troops and Shiite rebels in the
Omran and Saada provinces of
northern Yemen, military
sources said.

“The army is bombarding Al-
Wagiya zone, northeast of Wadi
Shabareq in Harf Sufyan,” one
source told AFP, adding that
troops also managed to seize the
nearby Ghalla region from the
rebels.

“There are dozens of killed
and wounded in violent fighting
which is under way in the
region” of Omran province,
dozens of kilometres (miles)
north of the Zaidi rebels” moun-
tainous stronghold of Saada,
another military source said.
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PHOTO: AFP
This combo of photos shows German Chancellor Angela Merkel (L) and German Foreign Minister and
the Soclal Democrats Party (SPD) main candidate Frank-Walter Steinmeier casting their votes in
Berlin yesterday. Some 62 million Germans are eligible to vote in an election that will decide who
governs Europe's most populous nation and biggest economy for the next four years.
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ally and key crisis player

AFP, Moscow

Russia, which has the deepest
relations with Iran of any big
power, is to play a critical role
in the Iranian nuclear crisis in
the next months as the clock
ticks on efforts to find a diplo-
matic solution.

Moscow is a key supplier of
military hardware to Tehran, a
reliable trade partner in diffi-
cult times and is building
Iran's first nuclear power
plant -- subtle levers to pres-
sure Tehran, which the West
does not possess, analysts say.

And after the revelation
[ran has been building a secret
uranium enrichment site,
President Dmitry Medvedev
warned Iran at the Pittsburgh
G20 that "mechanisms” could
come into play if it did not
cooperate.

With Western powers
warning of a December dead-
line for Iran to show progress
or face further UN sanctions,
the crucial question 1is
whether Moscow is prepared
to support measures that
could cripple the Iranian
economy.

According to Rajab Safarov,
director of the Centre for
Contemporary Iranian
Studies in Moscow, Russia has
"sufficiently effective levers”
to have an effect on Iran’'s
behaviour,

"Iran has an interest in
good relations with Russia,”
Safarov told AFP. "This means
that Iran could listen to advice
from Russia.”

Safarov said that not even
Russia has the ability to make
[ran halt uranium enrichment
operations, which Western
powers fear Tehran could use
to make a nuclearbomb.

But he said Russia could
nudge Iran into "behaving
constructively with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and showing
greatopenness.”

“If progress is made, the
Russians will not support
sanctions. But if not, Russia
could in principle agree to
sanctions.”

A Western diplomat in
Moscow said the big question
is "where will the Russians be"
when crunch time comes at
the end of the year.

Crucially, Russia has still
not fulfilled a 2005 contract to
supply Tehran with its $-300
air defence systems which
could seriously complicate
any plans for a US or Israeli air
strike on Iranian nuclear
facilities.

Russia's reluctance to
supply the missiles to Iran
gives it another useful lever (o
Tehran, Western diplomats
say, although mystery sur-
rounds reports a cargo ship
allegedly hijacked in July was
actually carrying S-300s to
[ran.

Analysts have also specu-
lated that Russia could be
prepared to give ground over
[ran in return for the US
change of mind over plans for
a missile shield in Eastern
Europe.

Russia invited Iranian
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad to talks iIn
Moscow ahead of the UN
General Assembly in a bid to
convince him to make conces-
sions but Iran turned the offer
down, the respected
Kommersant newspaper
reported.

Says Hillary Clinton

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
New York

The United States has reas-
sured India that it would move
forward with their landmark
civil nuclear deal notwithstand-
ing New Delhi's position that it
would not sign the discrimina-
tory Nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty (NPT).

Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton conveyed this to
External Affairs Minister SM
Krishna as they met here Friday
to discuss the shape of their
emerging strategic partnership,
said Assistant Secretary of State
Robert Blake briefing reporters
on the meeting between the two
leaders.

The UN Security Council
resolution this week urging all
states to join the NPT did not
come up at the Hillary Clinton-
Krishna meeting, Blake said.

But 'we've said before that
the resolution that was passed
on Thursday unanimously by
the Security Council does not
have any bearing on our bilat-
eral civil nuclear cooperation,
and that really shouldn't have
any effectwhatsoever.

"So we've provided reassur-
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Michael Jackson fans show off their VIP passes and celebrate the end of their three-day wait as tick-

ets finally go on sale at 12:01 am on Sunday for a special pre-screening of the Michael Jackson film

"This Is It." at LA Live in Los Angeles.

Georgia war report could ||
embarrass EU

AFP, Brussels

A report ordered by the
European Union into the
causes of the 2008 Russia-
jeorgia war is to be released
Wednesday but the potentially
explosive findings which
could prove delicate for the
EU.

The team, led by Swiss
diplomat Heidi Tagliavina, is
to submit a report on the five-
day war to senior EU officials
in Brussels.

According to press reports,
the findings could place a
large portion of the blame on
Georgia, whose decision to
launch military action in
separatist South Ossetia iIn
August 2008 brought down
Russia's wrath.

Experts and officials sug-
gest the report -- ordered last
year by the European Union,
which brokered a ceasefire
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Russia's response in send-
ing scores of tanks into South
Ossetia has been widely con-
demned, as has Moscow's
decision to recognise the
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independence of South (
Ossetia, and another break-
away Georgian region,
Abkhazia.

Since then the European
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rock the boat. Moscow's help
is needed to curb Iran's
nuclear ambitions and fight
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