Photo Exhibition Solo Painting Film Screening Photo Exhibition
WHA'I'S On the occasion of 60 birth Exhibition Celebrating 50 years of Images of tourtst sites
;“"‘m of Wermer Artist: Shahabuddin mm” de of Moscow and S
0120 :
Title; Film Must be Physical Venue: Gallery Chitrak, Venue: AFD, 26, Mirpur m Russian
IIN ""I Venue: Goethe-Instiu O A1 RS AREIO Road, Dhmand Centre of Science &
Bangladesh, H 10, Rd 8, Date: September Date: Septamber 27-30
Dhanmond: 18-Oct 9 Time: 5pm onwards Cuiture, |
WEEK Date: Sep 16-Oct 8 Time: 10am-1pm, Septomber 27: ‘Quas! H 42, Rd 7, Dhanmondi
5-8pm for Fire' & 'Diva’ Date: September 1-30
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Life in Bangla filmdom

In conversation with Shahjahan Chowdhury

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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Shahjahan Chowdhury is a
noted film director,
writer and dialogue writer. His
highly selective writings delin-

script-

eate our social, economic and
political conditions, as well as
the Liberation War,

Shahjahan is a journalist by
profession. During the pre-
Liberation period, he worked

with the newspaper Khobor.
After Independence, he began
working with Bichitra. Later,
he went on to publish a
monthly, Nipun. Its subjects
are cinema, literature, poetry,
essays and drama. Now he is
the editor and publisher of the
Weekly Nipun.

At the start of Shahjahan's
career, he got a chance (o
work as a co-director with
the legendary Pakistani
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filmmaker Saroor
Barabankvi who was then
working on "Akhri Station”.
As he says, “I learned many
things from this veteran
filmmaker. In Bangladesh, |
was always encouraged by
Khan Ataur Rahman and
Soovas Dutt. 'Ata bhai’ (Khan
Ataur Rahman) was my idol
in Bangladesh. As a budding
filmmaker, I felt confident,
thanks to his loving and
considerate approach. I
learned scriptwriting, edit-
ing and various aspects of
production from him.”
“Atone point, I also started
writing lyrics. Some of my
lyrics earned acclaim. Song
writing completely depends
on my mood. When I am in a
pensive mood, Allah permits
me to write,” says Shahjahan.
He doesn't write songs fre-

Shahjahan Chowdhury

in the film. The film received a
government grant.

“Ek Khando Jami” is based
on a poem written by
Shahabuddin Nagri. It 1s an
Impress Tele-film production.
Champa and Raisul Islam
Asad don the main roles in the

The Daily Star

Durga Puja commences

Idol makers have a field day

GOLAM MOSTAFA JIBON,
Strajgan)
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With the Sharodiya Durga
Festival taking place, artisans,
in particular idol makers in
Sirajganj, have been working
overtime to put finishing
touches to the idols they have
crafted.

“We are extremely busy
but happy as the number ol
Puja mandaps has increased
this year over the previous
year. Besides, the retainer we
get for making idols is better
than last year. For this reason,
we have taken on additional
orders so that we can earn an
additional income,” said
Nobin Chanda, the oldestido!
makerin the area.

Nobin Chandra, 65, from
the Kdlil]d!’i slum in the town
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The making of the demas

has been in the profession
since he was 15. Inspired by
his now deceased f{ather,
Nobin has continued with his
father's profession. This year
he is making 10 Durga idols
for 10 mandaps. Several
assistants, mcluding hi5
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young son Kabul, are lending
him a helping hand in making
theidols, he said.

Like Nobin, about 50
artisans in the town now have
their hands full in readying
idols for Durga Puja. The
artisans also prepare ldﬂl*} hke

Durga, Ganesh and other
deities for Puja mandaps.

The artisans said that Durga
Puja is the greatest festival of
the Hindu community and
comes once a year. Therefore,
they keenly await this auspi-
clous occasion so that they can
receive ample orders.

While visiting the work-
shops of idol makers, this
correspondent found them
very busy, They were working
with the media of mud, water
and using painting brushes,
Meanwhile, they were
engaged in lastminute prepa-
rations o attire the idols with
clothes and colour them with
painting brushes.

Meanwhile, the town is
ready for the festive occasion
with ample lighting and
tightened security measures
in the various temples.
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quently though. He believes film.,

that lyrics should be signifi- Shahjahan's first movie
cantand insightful. “Pinjor” was a commercial
“I was also closely associ- hit. Besides making films,
ated with legendary musicians he has directed many TV
like Salil Chowdhury, Gauri plays.

Prasanna Majumdar and Shahjahan is now busy
Naushad Ali. They persuaded with his upcoming film. The
me to write,” he asserts.So far film, “Atmadaan,” is

Authors reveal mﬂuentlal books

Lolita, The Satanic Verses and The
English Patient have been named
in a list of books that shaped the
world of literature over the past 25
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story of one family's struggle in a
fictional South American town. It
was chosen by Nigerian author
Chika Unigwe, Ghanaian poet Nii

years. Parkes and Indian poet Sujata
Shahjahan Chowdhury has adapted from Imdadul Twenty-five authors including Bhatt.
made four movies: -Pigjacs cague M.'ID".E el ht Amit Chaudhuri, Blake Morrison "Marquez completely redefines how
(1975), “Shatru” (1985), Badha Projapoti”, The film

and Indra Sinha were asked by liter-
ary magazine Wasafiri for their top
pick.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez's One
Hundred Years of Solitudé was the only
book to be picked by more than one

one looks at reality,” said Unigwe. "I
cannot think of a single writer-friend 1
know who has not been influenced by
Mirquez." 112
Barack Obama's memoir, Dreams: «
from My Father, also appeared on the

“Uttarer Khep” (2004) and “Ek is based on the Liberation

Khando Jami” (2004). “Uttarer War, As the director says,
Khep” and “Ek Khando Jami “During the Liberation War, |

' W'*me Pakistani arimy tortared /!

the masses. Husbands lost |

o

* ent categories.

“Uttarer I\hep" is based on wives, parents lost chil- . li did works by S H
Shawkat Ali's novel with the dren... I want to present a WIIEL. ¥ Y _ ASE A5 FUGTOLSS. T POl o
same title. Renowned actress complete picture of the [he list was created to coincide with VS Naipaul, Ted Hughes and JM
Champa bagged the National war”. Fuji Colour has Wasafiri's 25'-:1" anniversar‘y.r _ : v Coetzee.
Award for her moving perfor- already provided a grant for Marquez's novel, originally pub- Gabriel Garcia Marquez was awarded ............cccccomiommnneemeassrsimssmsennss vores
mance as the central character the film, lished in Spanish in 1967, tells the the Nobel Prize for literature in 1982. Sourc:e BBC
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