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Ban fears violence will
« mar Afghan vote result

AFP, AP, Kabul

United Nations secretary general Ban Ki-
moon fears violence will mar the
announcement of the Afghan presiden-
tial election results, the organisation said
in astatementyesterday.

[n his quarterly report on the war-torn
nation, Ban writes: "The level of alleged
electoral irregularities has generated
significant political turbulence leading to
fears of a return to violence when election
results are announced.”

The secretary general concludes that a
“lack of access to parts of the country
owing to the ongoing conflict...seriously
hampered the transparency of the elec-
tions" but that institutions such as the
Electoral Complaints Commission were
able to address many problems.

Based on preliminary results, incum-
bent Afghan president Hamid Karzai is
ahead in the polls, with 54.6 percent ofthe
votes declared valid, against 27.8 percent
for his main rival, former foreign minister
Abdullah Abdullah.

The result will not be finalised until the
outcome of a number of investigations

into charges of electoral fraud.

If a significant number of votes are
invalidated, Karzai's score could edge
below 50 percent, forcing him into a
second round run-off with Abdullah in a
second turn.

"A credible audit and recount process
is now coming to its conclusion” after
which "it will be of critical importance for
the results to be accepted by all so that the
election of Afghanistan's future president
can be certified and a new government
canbe formed", Ban adds.

“The Secretary-General also stated
that it is "imperative” that the interna-
tional community maintain a long-term
commitment to Afghanismn. while add-
ing that there must be a "decisive shift” in
that relationship”, the UN statement said.

"The government must be enabled
and determined to assume all the respon-
sibilities that belong to a sovereign State,”
Banwas quoted as saying.

“The international community, for its
part, must play a role that is clearly one of
support.”

Corruption and incompetence in the
Afghan government are regularly con-

demned by the international community.

Afghans voted on August 20 in the
second presidential election in the
nation's history.

Meanwhile, rising violence ahead of
Afghanistan's disputed presidential
election made August the deadliest
month of the year for civilians, the UN
said, warning in a new report that attacks
could spike again when the final vote
results are announced.

A total of 1,500 civilians died in
Afghanistan from January through
August, according to the report released
late Friday. About three-quarters of the
deaths were blamed on militants. The UN
report did not specify the August death
toll, but said the month was the deadliest
of the year as the Taliban stepped up an
intimidation campaign to discourage
Afghans from voting in the Aug. 20 elec-
tion.

The UN said coalition forces were to
blame for about a quarter of civilian
deathsin 2009 most of them in airstrikes,
The top Nato commander, US Gen.
Stanley McChrystal, has made protecting
Afghan civilians a top priority.

forces, officials said.
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' PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani security officials secure the site after a suicide bomb blast in Peshawar
yesterday while bystanders help injured suicide blast victims at the site (Inset).
Suicide bombers blew up vehicles packed with explosives, killing 16 people in north-
west Pakistan on Saturday and escalating a campaign of revenge against security =
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the eastern side of the country.
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PHOTO: AFP
Filipinos help to lift a boy up onto the roof of a building to escape floodwaters brought by

Tropical Storm Ketsana in the Quezon City near Manila yesterday. At least 10 people were
reported dead or missing in massive floods in the Philippine capital as the tropical storm lashed

AFP, Manila

10 dead or missing
ﬂ as storm hits
Philippines

S

side the capital, it said.

defence office said.

“the civil defenceoffice said.,

thanaday.

reporters.

cal system.

governmentsaid.
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. The storm, bearing winds of-85km [53 mlles} per huur with
gusts of 100 kph, hit the main island of Luzon near the town of
Infanta at about 0200 GMT Saturday, moving west at 19 kilo-
metres per hour, the weather station said.

Government weather forecaster Gener Quitlong said the
equivalent of one month's worth of rain fell on the city in less
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At least 10 people were reported dead or missing in massive
floods in the Philippine capital as tropical storm Ketsana lashed
the eastern side of the country on Saturday, radio reports said.

The government declared Manila and numerous provinces to
be in a "state of calamity," Defence Secretary Gilberto Teodoro
said, as heavy rains brought by the storm caused the worst flood-
ingseenin the capitalinsome 20 years.

A wall, weakened by floodwaters, collapsed in a suburb of
S Manila, killing a father and child while four children drowned in
flooding elsewhere in the city, radio station DZMM said.

Three other people were swept away by a swollen river out-

Over 1,800 people were forced to flee their homes and take
refuge in evacuation centres due to rising waters, the civil

Flooding was reported in many districts with waters in some
- areas reaching as high as the rooftops ufune sturey buudmgs

"We knew there would be rain but not like this," Quitlong told

One of the three airport terminals in Manila was forced to
cancel and divert flights after the flooding hampered its electri-

Local officials interviewed on radio said they were moving to
evacuate more of their residents.

Huge traffic jams clogged the roads in the capital as flood-
waters caused many vehicles to stall.

Local officials made appeals on air, asking rescue agencies to
send rubber boats to rescue stranded people.

In a suburb of Manila, residents in a flooded area were seen
rescuing children from rooftops by placing them in inflated
inner tubes before dragging them to higher ground.

The second level of a three-step storm alert was raised over
the eastern provinces of Luzon while the first level alert was
hoisted over metropolitan Manila and surrounding areas, the

No 'pertect’

answers in

Afghanistan: Obama

AFP, Pittsburgh

US President Barack Obama warned Friday
there were no "perfect answers’ in
Afghanistan, as he conducts a wide ranging
review of strategy and contemplates whether to
send more troops.

After the G20 summit in Pittsburgh, Obama
said he understood that Americans and others
were becoming discouraged by the war, on a
day when Nato announced the deaths of five
more US soldiers in Afghanistan.

"This is not easy, and I would expect that the
public would ask some very tough questions,”
said Obama, whose task in selling the war to
Americans has been complicated by the dis-
puted Afghan presidential election.

"That's exactly what I'm doing, is asking
some very tough questions, and you know,
we're not going to arrive at perfect answers.

"I think anybodywho's looked at the situation
recognises thatit'sdifficultand it'scomplicated.
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"But my solemn obligation is to make sure
that I get the best answers possible, particularly
before | make decisions about sending addi-
tional troops into the theatre.”

Obama repeatedly said the US mission was
to disrupt and dismantle al-Qaeda, in the kind
of language, which some observers see as a
possible sign of a narrowing of the broad coun-
ter-insurgency fightagainst the Taliban.

Earlier, the top US military officer Admiral
Mike Mullen held a secret meeting in Germany
with the Nato commander in Afghanistan
General Stanley McChrystal to discuss a
request for more troops, officials said.

McChrystal's appeal for more troops and
resources was due to be formally submitted to
Defence Secretary Robert Gates by Saturday
but Gates has decided to hold off presenting the
request to Obama until the administration
completes a review of war strategy.Insurgents
killed another five US soldiers in Afghanistan's
southern Taliban stmnghnld Nato said Friday.
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Pakistan to raise water issue
with India: Qureshi

ANI, Islamabad

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi has
said that all the concerns of Pakistan, and the
issue of water would also be discussed with
India.

He reiterated on Friday that Pakistan and
India should focus on resumption of dialogue,
which would clinch peace for the whole South
Asian region.

Talking to a local news channel from New
York, Qureshi said that his meeting with his
Indian counterpart SM Krishna would be held
Sunday, adding terrorism is not only their
concern, butitwas concern of Pakistan also.

“In my opinion, resumption of composite
dialogue is the only way to resolve all the issues
which are of great importance for both the

countries,” he said.

Qureshi said approach of Pakistan is con-
structive and attitude was positive; but keeping
in mind the rift among the political forces in
India "we should not have high expectations,
and no major breakthrough should be
expected in coming meeting with Indian
Foreign Minister".

"But this is a process, and we must remain
engage in this process,” The News quoted him,
as saying.

Replying to a question, Qureshi said
Pakistan is a responsible country and is fully
aware of its defence needs, and also gave
importance to nuclear non-proliferation.

"Our view point is that we have to move
forward keeping in mind the strategic impor-
tance of South Asia,” he added.

AFP, Yangon
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- Myanmar opposition icon
* Aung San Suu Kyi has eased

.. her stance on sanctions, her
GBI lawyer said yesterday, as the

™ country marked the second
. anniversary of the junta's
~ bloody crackdown on monk-

- The detained Nobel laure-

: {' - ate has written to military
e _.-‘-‘_; regime leader Than Shwe
- offering suggestions about
=8 how to get Western sanctions

IEEES . against the country lifted,
- after years of espousing puni-
" tive measures against the
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Natlonal Heart Centre S'ngapore
National Heart Centre Singapore (NHCS), a regional

‘referral centre forcardiovascular disease, offers one-
stop, comprehensive cardiovascular healthcare. Our
doctors, who are highly skilled with extensive
postgraduate qualifications, form the largest heart

specialists group in S:ngapére and see the highest
volume of patients m Sing&pare.

Ominrzathn Accredited oy

for treatment of complex abnormal heart rhythms

*» Surgical expertise in minimally invasive robotic-
assisted cardiothoracic procedures

« Treats complex cases with good outcomes
comparable to international benchmarks

« First heart centre in Asia to be JCl-accredited in 2005
and re-accredited in 2008
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Singapore’s largest healthcare group offering leading-edge

care with 1,000 imermationally-gualified specialists and

SingHealth

advanced medical tochnology

www.singheolth.com.sg

Mrs Legget, with her husband Teery, a patient whao underwent a suceces s‘fu"
mitral valyve replocement.

e
El

Please contact our one-stop patient services :

Singapore:
National Heart Centre
Internations) Medica Services.

lel: (65) 6236 7438 Fax (65) 6323 0663
Emadl: Ims@nhccomsg  Websie: www.nhc.com.sg

Bangladesh:
WWMWWMWI
(& Casilina, 191 Floor, 25, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka 1212

Hotline: 01714110044 1ok 830-2-8832867, B90-2-833 2868
Emak infosgalaxyheafthcare.combd Fax 880-2-8831890
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PHOTO AFP
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (L) meets with Indian Foreign Minister SM Krishna at a hotel on
the sidefines of the UN General Assembly, in New York on Friday.
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» Asia’s first centre to perform percutaneous
(through the skin) aortic valve replacements
» Southeast Asia’s first magnetic navigation system
NN~
INTERNA INAL MEDIC A b
4 hour hotline; (65) 6326 5656
Fmaill: ims@singhealth.com.sg



