PM addresses
UN assembly
in Bangla

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday addressed the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in mother
tongue Bangla.

Sheikh Hasina, daughter of
Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, addressed the UNGA
session in Bangla after 35
years.

In 1974, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
addressed the UNGA session
in Bangla that was highly
acclaimed by the world lead-

ers.
In 1992, former prime

minister Khaleda Zia also
addressed a special UN ses-
sion on children in mother

tongue.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina raised the global issues
relating to the adverse effects
of climate change, economic
recession, food security, trade
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Bomb hoaxes
up security

Rab, police swing into
action, arrest 418

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police and Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) launched special drives
in the capital Friday night to ensure foolproof security of the
devotees at the Puja mandaps in the wake of bomb hoaxes in

Dhaka and Sylhet.
The law enforces detained 418 alleged criminals from differ-

ent parts of the capital, especially from residential hotels, crime

prone zones and drug spots, in the last 24 hours.,
The Rab recovered a bomb-like object from the Gulshan

mandap in Banani Friday night while another similar object was
recovered from the Ramkrishna mandap in Sylhet yesterday.
This caused panic among the devotees and interrupted activi-
ties in the mandaps for several hours.

Sources in Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) have said the
bomb-like object recovered from Gulshan mandap contained
no explosives.

Following the bomb hoax Rab in its drive detained 155
alleged criminals, while DMP picked up the rest.

Commander AK Azad, director of Rab Legal and MediaWing,
said they launched the special drive to ensure foolproof security
during the Durga Puja.

Most of the arrestees are muggers, snatchers and addicts, he
said, adding they will continue the drive till the end of the Durga

concession for developing

Lol o e Pt
nations and terrorism. _ *"éi' ”*;_,; _ (4 _ Puja. e
2 . J m N - L . . 14 . ] 2 ” o ¥
Hasina as the 8th speaker of B iy v Y P RN R M e LR inhentherhand.[}M[ deployed an:.iddillnﬂﬂllz,ﬁﬂl# strong
the plenary of the UNGA L L I LA Aoy e WS Sl o T ' police force and 1,048 Ansar members in the capital to ensure

security inand around the mandaps.

sought a united approach by g . .
Rab officials say they will keep vigilance with the help of their

An elderly woman falls asleep in front of her stock of bitter gourd she brought to Karwan Bazar yesterday to sell. The city kitchen markets are yet to wake up from the

global leaders to resolve these
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Eid holiday slumber.
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AL targets tender-mongers

Prepares to go after party men involved in
tender manipulation, extortion

‘HASAN JAHID TUSHER

Ruling Awami League will go for a purge of
its leaders and workers involved in extor-

tion and tender manipulation.
AL Presidium Member Obaidul

Quader said those who are tainting the
image of the government and the party by
indulging in unlawful activities will soon

beidentified and disciplined.
Lately, several AL lawmakers have told

The Daily Star that Pime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is annoyed over party men's links
to extortion and tender manipulation

across the country.
At the AL Parliamentary Party meeting

on September 17, she warned the law-
makers against patronising extortionists
and other criminals, said sources.

Besides, AL General Secretary Syed

Ashraful Islam has already cautioned
many leaders that disciplinary measures

would be taken against them if they don't -

desist from misdeeds taking advantage of
the party being in power.

Talking to The Daily Star last week,
Obaidul Quader said the grassroots-level
councils planned to begin in December
will take actions against the party leaders
involved in extortion, tender manipula-

tion and other crimes.
He said the administration must fol-

low the prime minister's instructions to
be tough on the wrongdoers irrespective

of their party affiliations and positions.
Insiders say the party is struggling to

check tender manipulation and extortion
mainly because of infighting and an

absence of chain of command at almost

all units.
Feud over supremacy between minis-

ters and state ministers, lawmakers, party
leaders and upazila chairmen began to
dent the organisational coherence soon
after AL assumed power in January.
“Who'll take initiative to stop tender
manipulation and extortion, and who's
going to listen to whom when there's no
chain of command?” wonders a senior

leader preferring not to be named.
He said except the prime minister no-

one bothers doing anything to buck the
extortion trend.

AL Organising Secretary AFM
Bahauddin Nasim however said they have
been talking to leaders at different levels

SEE PAGE 15 COL S

1 killed, 20
hurt as AL,
Jubo men
clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

An Awami League (AL) activist
was killed and 20 others were
injured in a clash between AL
and Jubo League factions at
Chhoto Paina village under
Bera municipality area of the
districtyesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Azizul Haque, 36, son of
Nayeemuddin hailed from
Chhoto Paina.

The clash took place at a
time when State Minister
Shamsul Haque Tuku was on a
daylong visit to mandaps
(worship pavilion) in Bera,
Santhia and Sujanagar

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Rice price spirals

Dealers blame millers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The price of rice, especially of the fine varieties, has gone up
once again as the millers increased the price at the mill gates in

Kushtiaand northern districts.

Traders said the price might go even higher if the government
does not make immediate marketinterventions.

Asked about the reason behind the price hike, Convener of

Bangladesh Rice Mills Association Layek Ali said it is almost six
month since the Boro harvest in March-April and Aman will be
harvested in November. Farmers' stock of Boro is over and they
are now coming to market creating more demand of rice. At the
same time, traders’ stock of rice is almost finished, which is

obvious before the Aman harvest, he added.
"The traders who could not make good profits because of

government monitoring earlier are now trying to make up for
the lost opportunity,” Layek Ali told the daily star over phone

from Joypurhat.
Wholesaler at Karwan Bazar and Mohammadpur Krishi

Marketyesterday sold coarse varieties of rice, including BR-28 and
paijam, at Tk 22-26 a kilogram, which was Tk 20-24 before the Eid.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Climate
role hailed

UNB, New York

World leaders have hailed role
of Bangladesh in identifying the
risks and the way out of global
warming as well as in establish-
ingpeaceacrosstheglobe.

The appreciation came

| when Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina attended bilateral
meetings with prime minis-
ters of Sri Lanka and Kenya,
and secretaries general of

| Commonwealth and OIC on

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Notice

Today's issue of The Baily Star
does not include Star |
Campus as‘it could not be |
printed because of Eid
holidays.
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