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> He was forced to resign as Lord Chancellor in 1915, when at
1 the height of the war, he was unable to resist public suspicion of
g #) German sympathies.

r The 'wannabe jock’ lawyer

Canadian attorney Lloyd Duhaime ran from Quebec City to
Baie-Comeau to raise $5,000 for a charity (United Way) in 1989,
running the 250 miles (400km) in eleven days.

Bigdeal yousay?

In 1992, this same lawyer was the goaltender for a team that
set the world record for the longest ever ice hockey game, col-
lectingan assistand a penalty in the 52 hour marathon onice.
And then, on Monday, November 16, 1985, he successfully
argued an unemployment insurance case before Justices Jean
Beetz, W. R. Macintrye and Bertha Wilson of the Supreme Court
of Canada only 2 days after being called to the bar (Canada v
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Europe must come clean on
its involvement in CIA torture

Burma: Released prisoners
tell stories of torture

HE Asian Human Rights Commission

not received timely medical attention during HE 'war on terror’ long

Gagnon).

Source: www.duhaime.org.

¥\'R lexicon

Unliquidated debt - Remaining not determined; unassessed or

unsettled; indispute as to the proper amount.

(AHRC) welcomes the release of

prisoners from jails around Burma
during the last week, especially human rights
defenders and persons who were detained
during and after the protests of August and
September 2007, including numbers of per-
sons on whose cases the AHRC has issued
urgent appeals. However, it notes with grave
concern the reports of torture that some
detainees experienced during interrogation.
The physical and mental injuries caused in
this period were either not adequately treated
or not treated at all during the detainees'
incarceration, causing some of them lifelong

imprisonment.

The AHRC believes that there will have
been many other instances of torture and
assault during interrogation and imprison-
ment followed by a subsequent lack of appro-
priate treatment--constituting an additional
form of cruel and inhuman treatment and
punishment--among the persons released
last week. Itis also aware that such treatment
is by no means confined to cases of political
detainees. Torture and abuse of persons in
custody is endemic across all types of cases in
Burma, and had ordinary criminal detainees
also been interviewed many, perhaps most,

ago added
‘'waterboarding’ and
‘rendition’ to the language of
public life, but only now is the
scale of abuse committed
during the 'war’ truly becoming
apparent. Courtesy of a report
released in August by the CIA
inspector-general, we now
know, for example, that CIA
officers also carried out mock
executions and threatened to
killdetainees' children.
Even so, the public account
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was taken to a military intelligence unit in
Rangoon where he was hooded and repeat-
edly assaulted, denied water and refused
access to a toilet. During his term at Ohboe
Jaill he was twice seriously assaulted, in 2000
and 2005, causing him to suffer constant
headaches.

U Aung Myint, who was also detained after
September 2007 and jailed on a two-year
sentence at Myaungmya, of which he served
nearly the full time, also told RFA that he and
other prisoners had been tortured and had

worst consequences.

Renewal of the ICRC prison visits mandate
s long overdue. There is absolutely no reason
for the government of Burma to object to the
visits, given that the agency is bound by confi-
dentiality, and the visits cost the government
nothing. If then this much cannot be done,
what good can be said of the release of a few
thousand shattered bodies, while tens of
thousands more continue to have the same
types of abuses heaped upon them daily?

Source: Asian Human Rights Commission

Egypt, but the constitutional court ruled that
key evidence should remain secret, and the
CIA agents allegedly involved are being tried
in absentia because the government refused
to seek their extradition.

Similarly, the German government is refus-
ing to seek the extradition of CIA agents for
the rendition of Khaled el-Masri; a Bundestag
inquiry into alleged state complicity in that
and another case proved a whitewash. Spain
has only now acknowledged that- under the
previous government - the CIA used its air-
space forrendition flights.

countries that are willing to provide diplo-
matic assurances that they will not use torture.
But in case after case, assurances given by the
Bush administration proved completely inef-
fective.

Mechanisms need to be created to ensure
that Europe is not again hoodwinked into
rendition and housing torture sites. It is
equally important that Europe hold account-
able those who authorised torture. Until then,
the stain of torture will remain on its soil.
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