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Falling to pieces: The twin temple
of Muktagachha

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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A twin temple -- Shree Shree
Anandamoyi Shiva and Kali
Mata Mandir -- that dates
back around 200 years, is
located in Muktagachha
upazila headguarters.
Unfortunately, the temple is
in a dilapidated condition
due to the utter negligence of
the concerned authority. The
Archaeological Department
had declared this temple as
an archaeological site over 15
years ago to prevent it from
further decay, but the only
sign of supervision that
remains are the signboards.

The temple was built just
outside the palaces of
Muktagachha Zamindars.
[he temple is unique in 1ts
design. It is oblong in shape
with little corridors on a high
basement. The basement is
connected with a staircase
thatleadstoapond.

Intrigued by its history,
visitors from home and
abroad have stopped by at the
temple on various occasions,
Veena Sikri, former Indian
High Commissioner to
Bangladesh, visited some old
temples in the area, including
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The twin temple in Muktaghachha.

supply of water for the devo-
tees who thronged the temple
on different occasions.

The temple, also known as
'‘Dakshineshwar Temple,” is
the second of its kind in Asia

Puja), Annaprashan etc are
held on the temple premises
and the custom has come
down the ages.

I'he Rabidas community, a
scheduled caste of the

every full moon and new moon
and on the occasion of Pahela
Baishakh. Devotees from far
and wide gather at the temple
on various occasions to seek
blessings from the deities. The
other distinguishing feature of
the temple is that only the
purohit (priest) can enter the
mainroom of the temple where
theidols are placed.

According to sources,
through local initiatives some
construction work on the
temple, including its bound-
ary walls, was carried out at a
cost of Tk 98,000 -- collected
from local devotees -- a few
years ago. However, they say,
this amount is insufficient to
restore the temple from decay.

Rakesh Chakraborty, the
present purohitof the temple,
said that they were unable to
perform their customary
worship marking the new
moon on September 18 as
rainwater trickled in through
the many cracks that had
developed in the temple. This
made it even more difficult for
the devotees to stay in the
precincts of the temple. To
observe the Durga Puja,
devotees in their hundreds
rush to the temple every year,
the purohitadded.

Brad Pitt gives Katrina update at

AP, New York

The average electric bill for one of the
energy-efficient homes built in New
Orleans by Brad Pitt's Make It Right foun-
dation is $35 a month, the actor said
Thursday during an update on the project
atthe Clinton Global Initiative.

I'he cost of building the homes also is
dropping. And by the time all 150 promised
homes are completed, the cost will be com-
parable to standard buildings, Pittsaid.

"I don’t know how we build any other
way anywhere else," he said. "We can no
longer tell ourselves that implementing
this technology is too complex a problem
because it's just been proven on this little
spoton themap.”

Pitt started the foundation in 2007, The
programme focuses home construction
in a section of New Orleans heavily dam-
aged when Hurricane Katrina struck in

It's official: Justin Timberlake will play
Napster co-founder Sean Parker, who
became Facebook's founding presi-
dent. Jesse Eisenberg will play
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg in
"The Social Network," a film based on
the creation of the social networking
site.

Andrew Garfield has been cast as
Eduardo Saverin, the Facebook co-

founder who had a falling out with

Former US President Clinton (L) talks with
actor and founder of Make It Right, Brad
Pitt, during the 2009 Clinton Global
Initiative Annual Meeting on September 24,

August 2005. The homes are being built
with features including rooftop solar
panels and energy-efficient appliances to
help reduce electricity consumption.
The Clinton Global Initiative, an
annual event started by former President
Bill lemn hnnga lugelher Lhe pubhc

ers, Kevin Spacey, spoke to MTV News
recently about the flick, speculating that
it would begin filming before the end of
this year, although at that time the
details, including who would be direct-
ing and starring in the movie, had yet to
be worked out.
Spacey did note that he was "enor-
mously excited” about the film.
"Great story fur penple that don't

Clinton meeting

and private sector to discuss solutions to
problems in four areas -- climate change,
poverty, global health and education.

At an afternoon panel discussing edu-
cation, Queen Rania of Jordan said it was
an evergreen subject in political cam-
paigns but one that loses priority once
politicians are in office because there often
isn'tanyimmediate political gain.

"The benefits of education sometimes
don'tfitin with the political cycle because
you reap the benefits way down the line,”
she said. "What we need to do is realise
that sense of urgency when it comes to
education, because education is a matter
oflifeand death.”

Attendees at the Clinton Global
Initiative are expected to commit to steps
they will take to work on global problems.
Those who don't follow through on their
commitments won't be allowed to retum
to subsequem events.

S

Justin Timberlake gets ‘friend request’ from
Facebook movie
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