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King Abdul Aziz
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the ruler of Diriva, Imam

Muhammad Bin Saud with the
Islamic reformer Sheikh
Muhammad Bin Abdul
Wahab. The aim of the alliance
was to spread true Islam and
purify the faith and rid it of the
superstitions and heresies
that attached themselves to it
over centuries of ignorance.
The first fruit of that era was
the unification of the dispa-
rate regions, the gathering of
the tribes and the acceptance
of the rule of God's law. A Just
society living in peace over
vast areas of the Arabian
Peninsula and beyond.
Eventually, the state came
under the pressure of foreign
interference and wars, leading
to its demise and the return of
the Peninsula to its former
chaotic condition. The situa-
tion pained Abdul Aziz who
was living with his family in
Kuwait. He swore to regain his
heritage at all cost. At last on
5th Shawwal 1319 H (15
January 1902 AD) he suc-
ceeded in recapturing Riyadh,
which turned out to be the

springboard for the unifica-
tion of the country. He fought
battles after battles, and strove
for nearly 31 years to bind the
nation together and proclaim
the establishment of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
people of the Peninsula saw
the nobility of his cause and
flocked together under his
banner.

STRONG BELIEF IN GOD:

Abdul Aziz, driven by a strong
belief in God, strong will and
an instinctive understanding
of the needs of the hour and
aspirations of his people,
succeeded in overcoming
obstacles and laid the foun-
dation of the voung state
under the banner of: “There is
no divinity but God and
Muhammad is the Messenger
of God™. He then set about the
task of building the structures
of a modern state. He began
to open the doors to a bright
future for his people. One of
his acts was to implement a
scheme to settle nomadic
bedouins into settled com-
munities; he called "Al-Hijir’
to which he brought instruc-

tors, teachers and experts in
many fields. He began to
release the productive poten-
tial of the people, being care-
ful to heed the needs and
aspirations ofall the people of
the Kingdom.

The security of Hajj (Pil-
grimage) roads was one of
his main objectives. Pilgrims
to Makkah and visitors to the
Mosque of the Prophet in
Madinah feared for their
lives when undertaking
those journeys. He took stern
measure against the miscre-
ants and secured a safe pas-
sage for travelers to the Holy
place.

ATTENTION TO HOLY
PLACE:
King Abdul Aziz paid special
attention to the Holy places.
Durmg his reign, Al-Haram
Mosque in Makkah was reno-
vated and vastly improved
while the Mosque of the
Prophet in Medina saw a
substantial enlargement to
accommodate the ever
increasing number of visitors.

King Abdul Aziz was the

first to call Islamic solidarity.
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He believed in the unity and
cooperation between the
peoples of the Muslim world,
for the good of humanity as a
whole. He set up the first
Islamic Conference in Makkah
in 1346 H (1926 AD).

His young state had an inti-
mation of good fortune when oil
was discovered in the Eastern
Province in 1938. Then the mea-
ger income from oil helped the
Kingdom to accelerate develop-
ment in the country. Many
projects came to fruition, such as
the rail line connecting the
capital Riyadh with the Eastern
Province, opened in 1371 H.
(1951 A.D.); the establishment of
a national airline in 1945, the
inauguration of broadcasting,
andseveral other projects.

SPREAD OF EDUCATION:
The King paid special attention
to education. He sought the
spread of learning to all parts of
the Kingdom. He paid gener-
ous grants to students and
initiated the production and
free distribution of textbooks.
He set up the General
Directorate of Education in
1926 and entrusted it with the
task of opening and adminis-
tering schools. In the same year
the Saudi Scientific Institute
was setup.

This is an establishment
that produced much of the
talents that was to run gov-
ernment departments and
the private sector. A school to
prepare students for foreign
scholarships was established.
By early 50s the Kingdom's
first two colleges were
‘Pened These were the

Colleg
the College of Sharia in
Makkah, whose main fask
was to tutor judges and teach-
ers. Young Saudis were sent
abroad to study at universi-
ties in Western countries.

Education was not the
King's only concern; he also
built roads, opened hospitals
and introduced modern
methods of government.
Simultaneously King Abdul
Aziz paid attention to the
Kingdom's position among
the nations of the world and
sought to enhance it on the
Arab, Islamic and
International levels. He
entered into treaties and
established relations with all
nations. Saudi Arabia was a
founder member of the
United Nations Organization
whose charter the Kingdom
signed in San Francisco in
1945. King Abdul Aziz took on
and vigorously defended the
just causes of the Arab and
Islamic worlds.

A PROTAGONIST OF WORLD
PEACE:

The Kingdom was a founder
member of the Arab League
that saw the light in 1944. King
Abdul Aziz stood side by side
with Arab states struggling to
rid themselves of colonialism
and foreign interference. He
put all his weight behind the
Palestinian cause and his
famous meeting with America
President Roosevelt in 1945
and the exchange of letters
with him about Palestine are
notable examples of his efforts
on behalf of the people of
Palestine and the struggle for
their legitimate rights and their
usurped homeland. He sought

| to secure world peace by

ZRSUMg and human rights for

Arab and Foreign histori-
ans have placed King Abdul
Aziz among the world's great
leaders. Volumes have been
written eulogizing his hero-
i1sm, his many talents and his
unique personality. He was a
great and pious leader and an
astute politician. He passed
away on 2 Rabi Al-Awwal 1373
H (9 November 1953). In his
death the Arabs lost a great
statesman, and the world lost
one of the greatest humanitar-
ilans and protagonists of
peace.

The people of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia as they enjoy
today the fruits of his labor and
shelter under his great legacy,
they remember with pride their
leader’s striving and his victo-
ries. His sons, who trod the
same path, have succeeded in
achieving what he strove so
valiantly for, that is, progress,
peace, prosperity and welfare of
the people.

e 'of "Hiinidnities "and’

King Abdullah
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Saudi Arabia. King Abdullah

demonstrated an abiding
commitment to Islam and a
keen Interest in Arab history,
culture and traditions. Like
King Abdul Aziz's other sons,
he was tutored by scholars in
[slam and Arab history and
underwent the rigorous train-
ing that King Abdul Aziz
demanded of all of them. 1o
develop the physical and
mental strength of his sons,
King Abdul Aziz is quoted as
saying: “I train my own chil-
dren to walk barefooted, to
rise two hours before dawn, to
eat but little, to ride horses
bareback” and to study the
Holy Quran, the Sunnah
(teachings and sayings of the
prophet Muhammad) and
Arab history. As they came ol
age, the then crown Prince and
his brothers spent much time
in their father's daily maijlis,
meetings where any citizen
could approach the King and
discuss a grievance or con-
cern. In this way, they learned
the intricacies of statesmadn-
ship and the art of communi-
cation with people.

To develop a strong bond
with the people, a deep
respect for their heritage and
understanding of their aspira-
tions, King Abdul Aziz desired
that his sons would spend
time with the bedouins in the
desert. The years the then
Crown Prince Abdullah spent
living with the tribes instilled
in him a respect for their val-
ues, simplicity, generosity and
bravery and strengthened his
desire toserve the people.

King Abdullah's close
association with the affairs of
government and the people
continued after King Abdul
Aziz passed away. He acted as
advisor to King Saud Bin
Abdul Aziz and later to King
Faisal Bin Abdul Aziz and was
deeply involved in the internal
affairs of the Kingdom.

In 1962 the then Crown
Prince Abdullah was
appointed to command the
Saudi National Guard, which
was formed from the descen-
dants of bedouins who were
King Abdul Aziz's followers
during the years he was work-
ing to establish the modern
Kingdom.

“Phe ! ther " Crvwn 'Printe

Abdullah'worked tirdlessly to

modernize the National
Guard and make it a potent
force committed to the preser-
vation of the Kingdom's peace
and security. He supervised
the establishment of military
and technical schools with a
view to modernizing the force,
as well as the establishment of
hospitals, clinics and housing
facilities for guard members
and their families.

On the succession of King
Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz, the
then Crown Prince Abdullah
was appointed to the presti-
gious position of Second
Deputy Prime Minister, while
retaining his command of the
National Guard. In 1982
former King Fahd appointed
him Deputy Prime Minister
and Crown Prince. With his
appointment to the position
of Crown Prince and Deputy
Prime Minister, the then
Crown Prince Abdullah inten-
sified his involvement in the

ongoing national develop-

ment program, as well as with
the Kingdom's foreign rela-
tions. At the side of late King
Fahad the then Crown Prince
Abdullah became intimately
involved in major foreign
policy issues, such as Saudi
Arabia's relations with Arab,
Islamic and other countries,
its efforts to resolve crises,
including the civil war in
Lebanon, the factional fight-
ing in Afganistan, the situa-
tion in Bosnia-Herzegovina
and the Middle East peace
process.

As late King Fahad's emis-
sary, the then Crown Prince
Abdullah has represented the
Kingdom at various interna-
tional conference, including
summit meetings of member
states of the League of Arab
States; the Organization ol
the Islamic Conference (OIC)
the Gulf co-operation
Council (GCC) and the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM).
He has met with world leaders
in Saudi Arabia and con-
ducted state visits to other
countries, including the
United States.

While performing all these
duties, the then Crown Prince
now King Abdullah has stead-
fastly supported efforts to
preserve Saudi Arabia's rich
heritage. As chairman of the

urganizingresminitree Tur ey
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and Heritage festival, he has
overseen the two-week festi-
val held annually since 1985 to
promote a greater respect for
and a deeper understanding
of Saudi Arabia’s rich past, its
dynamic presentand its prom-
ising future.

Throughout his life, King
Abdullah has retained a love of
the desert, which is reflected
in his patronage for eques-
trian clubs, the Camel Race
and other activities associated
with the bedouins. He also has
developed a passion for
knowledge and reading. He
has established two libraries,
the King Abdul Aziz library in
Riyadh and one in
Casablanca, Morocco.

After decades of public
service in positions of impor-
tance, The new King Abdullah
is today recognized notonly in
Saudi Arabia, but also in the
Arab and Islamic worlds, as a
leader dedicated to ensuring

his country’s continued future
development while preserv-
ing past achievements,

King Abdullah Bin Abdul
Aziz Al-Saud, may Allah pro-
tect him, being one of the
illustrious successors of King
Abdul Aziz who was the pro-
tagonist of world peace has
followed in the footstep of his
father. He patronized holding
of an international conference
for dialogue among the fol-
lowers of different divine
messages, civilizations and
cultures in Makkah Al-
Mukarramah during 4-
6.6.2008. His patronage and
inauguration of the World
Conference for Dialogue
among the folowers of the
world religions and cultures as
well as .intéllectuals and
researchers held in Madrid,
Spain during 16-18.7.2008 has
gained world appreciation for
taking this initiative to estab-
lish world peace.

Crown Prince Sultan
Bin Abdul Aziz
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development in its re-

organizing, modernizing of its
military weapons and equip-
ment's, building of its military
schools and colleges. All
branches of Saudi Armed
Forces achieved a big jump in
modernization and became
one of the most advanced
armed forces.

Complementary projects
were also established, such as
military hospitals, housing
cities which were built accord-
ing to the latest specifications.
The Crown Prince is keen to
spend national and religious
holidays visiting military units
and camps in the various parts
of the Kingdom. In these visits,
Crown Prince Sultan meets all
armed forces' personnels
including officers, non-
commissioned officers and
soldiers.

In 1982 he was appointed
second deputy premier in
addition to his responsibilities
as Minister of Defence,
Aviation and Inspector
General. In his capacity as

Seebtyd” depury “premler: e
chaired a number of the cabi* -

net meetings. He represented

the Kingdom in many interna-

tional conferences. He also
visited most of the friendly
countries. In 1986 Crown

Prince Sultan delivered a

historic speech at the U.N. on

its 4oth anniversary.

In addition, Crown Prince
Sultan chairs a number ol
different specialized commit-
tees including;

« The general organization
fordefenceindustries.

* Saudi program lor strate-
gicstorage.

* The committee of eco-
nomic balance.

*+ Thecouncilofworkforce

+ Board of directors of Saudi
Arabian Air lines
(SAUDIA).

« The higher council for
Islamic affairs.

« The national commission
for wildlife conservation
and development.

Crown Prince Sultan is well
known for his charity and
good deeds. He established
"Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz Al-
Saud Charity Society” which is
Wapeéervise& By rd Board ol
Trustees hedded by hiniSelf.”

Our Heartiest Felicitations to the
Government and the
Brotherily People of the Kingdom

of SAUDI ARABIA
on the Occasion of Their

National Day
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