Photo Exhibition

DHAKA SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2009 Culture@thedailystar.net

Shahabuddin’s solo exhibition at Chitrak

The artist
TAKIR HOSSAIN
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Liberation War, freedom
fighters and movements are
the recurring themes in works
of Shahabuddin Ahmed, one
of the most widely recognised
His

insight into

Bangladeshi painters.
works provide
human emotions and the
complexityoflife
Shahabuddin was a free-
dom fighter during the Libera-
tion Warn The: artist has been
living in Paris since 1974. He

galleries all over the world.
Shahabuddin's solo paint-
ing exhibition is now on at
Gallery Chitrak, Dhanmondi.
This is his first exhibition in
Bangladesh in over a decade.
All paintings are oil on canvas.
When Shahabuddin was a
student of Institute of Fine Arts,
he was an admirer of Impres-
sionism. Works of Degas,
Monet, Pissarro, Sisley,
Cezanne and others inspired
him. He closely studied the
movements of figures, colours,

' péreéption and use of Space in
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Francaise Bacon. As a student,
he wanted to become the next
Zainul Abedin. He was also an
admirer of Rembrandt, Goya,
Delacorix and Michelangelo.
He believes all his works are
deeply rooted in love for moth-
erland and the Liberation War.
Shahabuddin focuses on
the strength and endurance of
the people of Bangladesh.
Everyday people, their way of
life are also highlighted in his
works. The concepts and
perception are clqar His
canvas is not xuh 5! or

Solo Painting

to be willing to sacrifice all.
The figures in his paintings are
at times fearles§ and at others,
simple and precise, The fig-
ures appear stimulating, and
at the same time thought
provoking. The power of
Shahabuddin's brush strokes
emphasises these features. He
uses space to increasingly
interact with the figures. The
use of space is generous, and
the artist can easily communi-
cate with the themes. Use of

hronicles of a freedom fighter

himself to painting legendary
figures. He also delves deep
into articulating inner feelings
and expressions. Secularism
and patriotism are also recur-
ring elements in the paintings.
Shahabuddin's skilled hands
can easily capture any kind of
struggle and passion.

“The Bull” is an evocative
work that delineates the move-
mentof avirulentbull. The bull
seems potent and desperate to
break free. Through the paint-
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[slamic songs always have a
unique appeal -- reminding us
of the creator, the divine, his
creations and more. During
the Holy month of Ramadan,
people throng music outlets
trying to pick up the latest
release.

“During the month of
Ramadan, the demand for
[slamic songs suddenly goes
up; much can be attributed to
the profoundness of the
month itself,” said Mostafa
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Sujon.

“The rest of the year,
demand for Islamic CDs is
relatively lower compared to
this month,” he added.

This Ramadan Counilry
Music released “Tran Koro
Maola”, an audio album on
Kazi Nazrul Islam's Islamic
numbers on this Ramadan.

The album contains 10
tracks -- 'Nurer Doriaye’,
‘Allahtey jaar purno Eman’,
'Roj hashorey Allah’ and
'Shudur Macca Modinaye’
sung by Yakub Ali Khan. The
other tracks are 'Phuley

Spirituality manifested
in Islamic songs

Kazi Nazrul Islam’s songs the
rest of the year, Sujon said:
“The main listeners of Nazrul
are senior citizens -- who
grew up listening to the genre
and are familiar with it. The
younger generation, seldom
show attention to Nazrul
songs, the same is the case
with Tagore, classical or folk
numbers,”

“The main reason for this
phenomenon can be found in
the promotion; the songs
need to be introduced to the
young generation. To under-
stand the songs one needs to

Film Screening Photo Exhibition
On the occasion of 60" birth Exhibition Celebrating 50 yumul Images of tourist sites
anniversary of Wemer Artist: Shahabuddin m :F'g;“'“ de of Moscow and St
Herzog Venue: Gallery Chitrak, Petersburg
TER FUm R 18 H 21, Rd 4, Dhanmondi e et e gl Venue: Lobby, Russian
nue: the-Institut of Sci 3 |
Bangladesh, H 10, Rd 9, Date: September Date: September 27-30 Centre of Science i‘
Dhanmond) 18-Oct 9 Time: 5pm onwards Culture, ,
Date: Sep 16-Oct 8 Time: 10am-1pm, September 27: ‘Quest H 42, Rd 7, Dhanmondi _
5-8pm for Fire' & 'Diva’ Date: September 130 g }
!

g s . el il L P,

i e

e ee——

SR

strong and powerful looking ing the artist wants to under- Kamal Sujon, proprietor, puchhinu’ aqd l(ey boley iistfntnt.hcmﬁrst."

horses is the artist's personal scoreliberty. Country Music, a l"ucal pro- Arabey nodi nai bg Dr We can always f:hange }

hallmark. “Advance” is another major duction company. "The pro- Nashid Kamal; "Pakhi tul our approach; one option can i
A socially conscious work that depicts a man's duction companies always kokhon eshey’, 'Karo be introducing western

Shahabuddin also paints ordi-
nary people, capturing various
moments. Both rural and urban
people -- their woes, torments,
bliss and ecstasies -- find place in
hisworks.

At the exhibition, works by
Shahabuddin feature
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Mahatma Gandhi
and Rabindranath Tagore.
However, the artist didn't limit

advancement. The backdrop
seems romantic and alluring.
But the movement of the figure
clearly denotes his pain.

“Freedom Fighter” is a
noteworthy work, which shows
guerrillas on the move towards
to an unknown destination.
The figures manifest great
determination and strength.

The exhibition will con-
tinue till October 9.

bring out new CDs on Islamic
songs in Ramadan,”
sSujon

“Islamic songs centre on
Allah -- his creation, his vir-
tues, kindness and so on.
People seeking spiritual
enlightenment during this
month find the songs inspir-
ing and appropriate to the
month, so demand for Islamic
songs usually goes up,” said

said

bhorosha korishney' by
Rashida Khan Banu and
‘Tran koro maola’, 'Ekon
modhur shoraab’, by
upcoming singer and Chan-
nel i Shera Kontho 2008
finalist Yusuf Ahmed Khan.

“When buying Islamic
songs, people prefer Kazi
Nazrul Islam over the others,”
Shujon added.

Talking on the demand for

instruments -- guitars, piano,
octopad, saxophone and so
on to improve the sound
quality of the songs."

"Many musicians and
composers have already tried
this approach; introducing
folk, classical numbers,
Nazrul, Tagore, songs ol
Sachin Dev Burman in a
brand new way,” Sujon con-
cluded.
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Musical programme Music
Shake featuringimernatiunal

hits will be aired ‘at'9am'on

ing Sumon, Fuad and Topu
will be aired at 3pm on Eid day.
abc studio live featuring
popular band Dolchhut will
be aired at 1 1pm on Eid day.

Eid special Math-er Bairey

Eid offerings on abc radio

Bah! Jibon Koto Shundar,
featuring popular actor
Humayun Faridee, will be
aired at 9pm on the secona
day of Eid.

Hashahashi-Matamati,

: Eid day. featuring Ashfaful’and' 'featuring three emerging
graduated from' the theén the paintings. From the very serene at all tmes; olten It Rupali Anando, featunng Mushfiqur Rahim will be singers -- Simin, Kona and
[nstitute of Fine Arts, Dacca beginning, spacehasplayedan appears animated and pro- songs and adda with actors, telecastat9amonthesecond HridoyKhan -- will be aired at
(now Facultyof FineArts,DU). important role in jects valour. The artist tries to actresses, with Mazharul day of Eid. Rongila Add_a 12pmon [hell-]:i]-ddaynfﬁj:d_
Throughout his illustrious Shahabuddin'sworks, highlight the heroism of our [slam on th hot seat will be fegnuing_s.l. Tutul and Tania | FMAddamﬂl]amea.wﬂlbe
career, he has held many solo Shahabuddin's favourite freedom fighters and the teleca_swnﬂddayqtll’pm. will be aired at 3pm on the auef:latﬁpm on the third day
and group exhibitions at painters are Zainul Abedinand ~patriotism that inspired them  Desire by Shahabuddin Ahmed A live adda session featur-  second day ofEid. of Eid
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