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Taking action for 350
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“If humanity wishes to preserve a planet similar to that on
which civilization developed and to which life on Earth is-
adapted, paleoclimate evidence and ongoing climate
change suggest that CO2 will need to be reduced from its
current 385 ppm to at most 350 ppm."

WILL BATES

OUTH from all across South Asia

and all around the world are

leading the charge in a global day
of action on the 24th of October.
Through creative actions of all kinds,
the day will be a powerful call to all
governments to commit to policies and
actions that will set the world on course
to below 350 ppm CO2, what many
scientists now agree is the safe limit of
CO2 in the atmosphere (more informa-
ton available atwww.350.0rg).

From high in the Himalayas to the
Sundarbans of India and Bangladesh,
from Swayambhunath in Kathmandu
to the Taj Mahal in Agra, in big cities and
remote villages -- all across South Asia
people are uniting in the common call

for 350.

ago that a scientific report called, "Tar-
get Atmospheric CO2: Where Humanity
Should Aim" was published by a num-
ber of scientists, most notably NASA
scientist James Hansen. In that paper,
Hansen et al. issued this profound and
import statement:

planet similar to that on which civiliza-
tion developed and to which life on
Earth is adapted, paleoclimate evi-
dence and ongoing climate change
suggest that CO2 will need to be
reduced from its current 385 ppm to at
most350 ppm.”

tists, economists, activists, and leaders
from many sectors are joining in a

Why 3507 Itwas just under two years

“If humanity wishes to preserve a

Since then many other leading scien-

this 350 target. In late August Indian
scientists and IPCC head Dr. Rajendra
Pachauri added his personal endorse-
ment, "...as a human being I am fully
supportive of that goal. Whatis happen-
ing, and what is likely to happen, con-
vinces me that the world must be really
ambitious and very determined at
moving toward a 350 target.”
Furthermore over 80 countries,
including several in South Asia, now
argue internationally that 350 repre-
sents the bottom line for effective action
on climate. At the UN Climate Talks in
Bonn last month, the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) joined forces with the
Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS)
to make a powerful statement to
demand that a climate agreement
coming out of Copenhagen must actu-
ally be bold enough
For AOSIS and the LDCs that means a
peak in global emissions by 2015 and
deep short-term reductions. According
to a press-release they issued in Bonn,
these reductions are necessary to make
it possible to “return atmospheric
greenhouse gas concentrations to 350."
But certainlyit's not just the experts or
government officials talking about 350.
What makes the 350 target particularly
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ng chorus of voices supporting

to fix the problem.

unique is the growing grassroots move-
ment of support for strong and effective
international cooperation to get CO2
levels back below 350 ppm. Already in
2008 and 2009 young people, religious
groups, athletes, and artists have been
spreading the number around the globe.
And now the 24th of October is gearing
up to be one of the most widely distrib-
uted coordinated global actions to ever
take place--and the www.350.0rg
websitedocumentsitall.

Now, following the South Asian Youth
Summit on Climate Change, the youth
networks across the region are stepping
up their own leadership and taking the
movement to the streets, mountains,
beaches, temples, and everywhere, In
every country, youth are organizing and
recruiting actions, but the 24th of
October day of action is not restricted to
youth. People of all ages are invited to
join. Wherever you live you can attend
an action if one is being planned near
you, or you can start your own. To find
more information about actions near
you or on how to organize one yourself
(no previous organizing experience
necessary) please visit www.350.0rg.
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South Asian Youth Summit on Climate Change
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Will Bates Is the Asia Pacific Campaign Coordinator of
350.0rq.

A united effort

Occasionally does it happen that forums act in accordance
with what they aim to project. SAYSoCC was once such
event where one got to see the physical manifestation of the
Idea of eco-friendliness. The organisers of the Summit paid
special attention to maintaining a 'green' disposition

throughoutthe event.

FARRUKH ZAMAN

HE South Asian Youth Summit

on Climate Change (SAYSoCC)

was an incredibly delightful
experience. It not only proved to be a
productive one in terms of enlightening
the youth about various environmental
issues, but also provided an opportu-
nity for the participants to forge rela-
tionships that permit collective and
collaborative thinking and action
towards tackling climate change.

Even though the Summit largely
comprised of young individuals, one
cannot doubt the seriousness and hard
work involved that made the event
possible, and successful. The diversity
and talent that the Summit attracted
from different countries of the South
Asian region was impressive. Under one
roof, I met a project coordinator for
UNEP (United Nations Environment
Programme) from Bangladesh, a jour-
nalist from Bhutan, a financial officer
working for UN in Afghanistan, a
Ministry representative from Pakistan
and youth activists from Nepal, Sr

Lanka and India, among others. This
multiplicity proved that no matter
which country we belong to, or what-
ever we do in our daily lives, we all share
a common goal: to address the immedi-
ate concern of climate change through
communication and partnership in
South Asia.

Climate talks

SAYSoCC featured informative presen-
tations and sessions on several crucial
issues and topics on climate change.
The Summit was a critical information
exchange platform, where the youth
was imparted with specialized knowl-
edge and awareness on climate change
and its socio-econemic-and-cultural-
predicaments. A workshop on Public
Narrative was also conducted by Will
Bates, which taught the participants on
how to do effective campaigning
against climate change. Furthermore, a
simulation exercise based on the pat-
tern of official UNFCCC (United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change) negotiations was also
carried out that not only turned out to

be a fun-filled activity, but also exposed
the participants to the proceedings of
the actual negotiations scenario.

Eco-friendliness

Occasionally does it happen that
forums act in accordance with what
they aim to project. SAYSoCC was once
such event where one got to see the
physical manifestation of the idea of
eco-friendliness. The organisers of the
Summit paid special attention to main-
taininga 'green’ disposition throughout
the event.

It was a pleasant surprise to know
that the Summit venues, Mirabel Resort
in Dulikhel and the Kantipur Hotel in
Kathmandu, were environment
friendly. For instance, the food that we
had was recycled using a biogas plant,
and the rooms had no fans or television.
Upon hearing about the initiatives
taken by local networks of different
countries on reducing carbon foot-
prints, it became apparent that the
participants too really believed in living
sustainable and environmentally
secure lives.

Shared vision and action
However, the most important aspect of
the Summit Was the formulation of the
South Asian Youth Declaration on
Climate Change. The efforts of the
drafting committee in this regar
noteworthy, who toiled on draft after
draft, followed by a heated debate
among the participants, to come up
with the Declaration. Though the docu-
ment is an initial effort which still
requires further amendments and
discussion, what it offers is certain

d are

defined parameters for the South Asian
youth and governments which can
direct them in their climate change
endeavours.

One of the most pertinent aspects in
the Declaration is the need to have
consensus on establishing an adapta-
tion fund that is 'adequate, predictable,
additional and sustainable to ODA
(Official Development Assistance)”.
However, what is further required for
such an adaptation fund is to be effec- | o
tive and fast in terms of transferring the
funds to the projects. Additionally, the
Declaration also addressed other | ,
important areas, such as mitigation,
technology transfer, finances and youth
participation in policy matters. Overall,
the Declaration recognises the immedi-
ate need for regional action to curb the
devastating impacts of climate change.

Opportunity 3
With over 100 participants from 10
different countries attended the event,
one can expectdiverse perspectives and
experiences. Aisha, an environmental
consultant from Maldives, thinks that | ®
“SAYSoCC was a focal point for me to
meet new people and work towards
addressing climate change’, Marina, a
youth” activist from Pakistan, saw
SAYSoCC as “an opportunity to learn
about environment issues of different
countries”,
Afghanistan feels that “such events are
necessary to empower our youth and
make them well-informed about cur-
rentissues”.

disaster

while Masood from

Famukh Zaman is delegate from Pakistan Youth
Climate Network.

Declaration

September 6 2009, Dhulikhel, Nepal

W

human and natural systems,

We reaffirm the fundamental relationship e
between human and natural systems.

We firmly support upholding principles of
equity and human and eco rights in all pro-
cesses of decision making and implementa-
tion of policies, laws and programmes on
climate change.

We recognize the extreme vulnerability of
South Asia to climate change and its low e
historical responsibility for the contribu-
tion of atmospheric greenhouse gases.

We appreciate the shared cultural heri-
tage, common histories, geographical prox-
imity and calling for a strong concerted
community based, local, regional, and e
global action.

We seek effective governance and man-
agement of resources that aligns efforts to
eradicate social

E the youth of South Asia are
deeply perturbed by the impacts
and causes of climate change on

injustices and combat

and displacement caused by

climate change,

We believe in effective participation and
negotiation by all countries, especially those o
most vulnerable, at the global level towards
concrete solutions to mitigate and adapt to
climate change.

We the youths from South Asiaare °

committed to:

Forming a youth network that will
unite grassroots
movements across South Asia.
Articulating and committing to a region
wide and country level strategies that will
address climate change.

¢ Conducting follow up events that will
review progress
events and provide a venue for sharing
ideas and inspiring each other,

Playing a major role in sensitizing the
society, youth in particular, and dis-
seminating information on climate
changeissues and raising awareness. =
Creating a generation of youth who will
lead a low carbon life style ensuring
sustainability for inter generational

And we strongly demand that the
governments of South Asia

should:

e Agree to the MVC/AOSIS position that
temperature increase should be limited
to below
levels and CO2 concentrations should
return to below 350 ppm. And ask Annex |

and country level

made, plan future

1.5°C above pre-industrial

Country message

Bangladesh

ADNAN SIRAJEE, National Coordinator
Bangladesh Youth Climate Nerwork (BYCN)

OCATED in the low-lying Ganges

I delta, bedded with the longest

coastal belt in the south and most of

the land being a little over 10 metres above

sea level, the people of Bangladesh find

themselves amidst all kind of geophysical

events. The future of climate change, for

that matter, the future of Bangladesh is

closely intertwined with the fate of the
youth.

Having said that, it is rewarding to
see that youth movements like Youth
Action on Climate (YAC), United
Nations Youth and Students Association
of Bangladesh (UNYSAB), 1 degree
initiatives, and many other unsung,
unheard school and grassroots level
initiatives have moved on to shape the
role of youth in the country. We repre-
sent young minds of 50 million, who
like all Bangladeshis, have extraordi-
nary resilience and determination. The
kind of innovative solutions and cre-
ative ideas that we can bring to the table
when united is awe-inspiring. However,
a fundamental question that one
should ask is -- do we represent the
entire population of youth?

Unfortunately despite our best inter-
est, we are constrained by technological
barriers, lack of awareness, communica-
tion and even opportunities to bring a
change. It would not be an overstate-
ment, to claim that we are still divided.
But all of this is going to change. Because
together we will overcome all the hurdles
and once united, we will think more,
know more and do more -- the tag line
for the Voices of Rural Youth.

The South Asian declaration depicts
a vision of a better tomorrow. It
reminds us that, the youth of this region
are united, it shows the commitment of
youths to stride towards a common goal
in a world that is divided with geo-
graphical barriers, political will and
natural interests of diplomacy. And
most importantly, it shows how people
from different culture, religion and
ethnicity, despite all differences can
blend in as one and reach a consensus
on what role should we play in climate
debates across the world, and how the
adaptation and mitigation schemes
should revolve around our best interest,
We hope that youth of today will
assume a more substantive and con-
structive role in the climate change
issues across the globe, This is just the
beginning of a change. A change
brought by the youth of this country.

Bhutan

TSHERING CHUKI GYAMTSHO, National
Coordinator, Bhutanese Youth Network for

Climate Change (BYNCC)
B ecosystem is very vulnerable to the
threats posed by climate change, it
has been a major concern in every aspect
of life in Bhutan. Bhutan's climate has
been warming over the years following
which changes in temperature and precip-
Itation with continued emission of green
house gases will bring changes in land
suitabilityand crop yields.

Bhutan is dependent on agriculture
and we still import about 7,200 tons of rice
from India every year. However, one of the
primary goals of the country's food secu-
rity policy is to achieve self-sufficiency in
food grains. The target in terms of self-
sufficiency has been set at 70% of the total
food requirement, which will be at threat
dueto climate change.

Glacier Lakes Outburst and floods,
landslides, threats to biodiversity and land
degradation are some of the major con-
cerns in regards to climate change in
Bhutan.

As of now, we do have the Young
Volunteers in Action (Y-VIA) who are
currently using the 3Rs and doing various
cleaning campaigns. Every school in
Bhutan also has a nature club. However,
there is much more that needs to be done
in creating awareness and educating the
peopleon the threats of climate change.

On October 24, 2009, coinciding with
the Global Day of Action, we would like to
start the first Bhutanese Youth network for
climate change. There is an immense need
to define the role of Bhutanese youth in
combating the ill effects of climate change
as we all strongly believe that we are the
future of our country and we have a lot
more at stake.

SrilLanka

VOSITHA WIJENAYAKE, National
Coordinator, Sri Lankan Youth Climate Network
(SYCN)

HUTAN with its fragile (mountain)

N the 23rd of November 1993 Sri

Lanka ratified the United Nations

Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCC) and as a
response to the commitment to this ratifica-
tion the country submitted its initial
National Communication in October. This
could be deemed as an effort to outline the
country’s effortin addressing the impacts of
climate change and strategies, to mitigate
and adapt to climate change within a
broader framework of sustainable develop-
ment.

However one of the problems faced

today in this combat is the limited availabil-
ity of specific research studies in the field of
climate change. Thus the need for such
research remains immediate and this
lacuna is one that the Sri Lanka Youth
Climate Action Network wishes to address
working in collaboration with other organi-
sations which share the same ideals such as
the South Asia Biodiversity Vigilance
Network (SABViN) and Beyond Borders.

As another step in the venture for effec-
tively combating climate change, SriLanka
discussing the country’s vision on climate
change on the 17th of September with the
participation of different organisations
and specialists on the subject. This is
envisaged to serve the purpose of coming
10 a country strategy leading to the COP -
15

On our part the Sri Lanka Youth
Network for Climate Change hopes to
coordinate and create among different
youth organisations and institutions that
work on climate change a communication
process which would facilitate those who
share a common goal to rally up in fighting
d common enemy which is Climate
Change. And in this venture the knowledge
and the experience gained through the
participation at SAYSOCC immensely
helped us in broadening our horizons, It
taught us that we can unite putting aside
outdifferences which are mere superficial -
ities when facing an immense threat to the
whole of humanity as the adverse effects of

parties that they commit to emission
reduction by 45% by 2020 and 90% by
2050 with base year 1990 and emission
peaking nolater than 2015.

Remain cognizant
of common but differentiated responsi-
bilities and the need to take nation-
ally appropriate mitigation measures
but also lobby for advanced developing
countries
take mandatory mitigation targets as
well.
NAMASs
financed and technologically supported
by Annex I parties must not be counted
towards the domestic reduction targets of
developed countries and emissions must
be controlled atthe source,

Raise a unified voice for adaptation
funding that is adequate, predictable,
additional and sustainable to ODA and
targeted to meet the adaptation needs of
the mostvulnerable groupsand commu-
nities. Adaptation needs must be coun-
try driven and the funds must be gov-
erned under the UN processes.

Call ondeveloped countries to fulfil the
commitment
Morocco to fund the implementation of

of the principle

inter alia India and China to

of developing countries

made in Marrakesh,

NAPASs.
Move towards a low carbon economy
through the support of developed

countries in terms of grants in financing
and technology transfer.

Develop a
Annex | parties support appropriate
technology development and diffusion to
the developing countries; encourage
technology transfer and sharing of indig-
enous skills between developing coun-
tries.
Ensure
programmes of international funding
bodies fully appreciate the grave nature
of climate change and are climate sensi-
tive

Establish South Asian regional centre
that is fully funded by Annex I parties for
research, scientific ‘development and
economic diversification thereby build-
ing climate resilient socio ecenemic
systems in the developing countries,
Include youths
surrounding climate change and more
specifically for the inclusion of youth
representatives in the official delegation
to climate change negotiation. We also
call on our governments to endorse the
inclusion of youth as a constituency to
UNFCCC negotiations.

mechanism in which

that the policies and

in all policy matters
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Climate Change.

India
CHAITANYA KUMAR, National Coordinator,
Indian Youth Climate Network (IYCN)

HE ever mounting crisis of Climate

Change is a manifestation of the

very inequity that causes it. The
source of the problem will be the least
affected while the rest suffer the most by its
immediate effects. South Asian countries,
especially India, are amongst the poorest
and the most densely populated in the
world with a development model that is
unprepared for the impending dangers of
GlobalWarming.

There is a definite need for immediate
action but it depends on the principle of
‘polluter pays', a phrase whose modalities
are still being discussed at international
negotiations on climate change. While it
happens a simultaneous groundswell of
opinion needs to be built amongst the
young and the old across the world. The
South Asian voice is vital in this debate and
thereby the voice of youth in these coun-
tries becomes even more important. As the
inheritors of the problem, the youth needs
to be better engaged in the solution pro-
cess through the negotiations.

Youth movements are slowly building
across countries of the world to raise
awareness and create a challenge to the
existent norms that are polluting and

aggravating the problem. For a fast devel-
oping country like India with 70% of the
population below the age of 35, climate
change worsens the existing social ineq-
uity. To bridge that gap, policies that incor-
porate the challenges of CC and adapta-
tion to it are needed. For a young India,
people from all walks of life need to be
sensitized and equipped with the
knowhow on the steps individuals can take
to limitthe problem.

Nepal

RISHIKESH RAM BHANDARY, National
Coordinator, Nepalese Youth for Climate Action

(NYCA)
| \I impacts of climate change.
Livelihoods hinge on the precari-
ous balance of nature. Furthermore, the
effects of climate change are already being
felt through accelerated glacial melts and
irregularity of the monsoons.

As essential stakeholders in the climate
change challenge, Nepali youth have risen
up. Whether it be through awareness
programmes or through providing input to
the policy process, Nepali youth have been
active. Nepalese Youth for Climate Action
(NYCA) is a network of individuals, organi-
zations and other partners, all working on
climate change.

In an attempt to reach the grassroots
across Nepal, NYCA is going to hold
regional climate camps in Nepal's five
development regions. NYCA will continue
to work very closely with schools and
colleges to spread awareness on climate
change and encourage people to come up
with local solutions. Special efforts will be
made to broaden the base of climate activ-
ists in Nepal. NYCA will continue to
encourage strong involvement of youth in
policy making, both nationally and in
international negotiations.

Pakistan

MARINA AHMED, National Coordinator,
Pakistan Youth Climate Network (PYCN)

EPAL is very vulnerable to the

AKISTAN'S greatest challenge is,

undoubtedly, the lack of awareness

regarding the issue of climate
change. The practical consequences of
climate change, daunting as they are, do not
hit home. Moreover, the masses, like any
developing countries', are primarily con-
cerned with the basics of survival, like food.
Concepts like "climate change' are not only
hard to comprehend, butseem unlikely and
unrealistic in their actualization. Spreading
more knowledge and emphasizing the
effect of climate change on everyone's life
individually, hence becomes fundamental
to Pakistan's movement.

The Pakistani vouth is. as of recentlv.

beginning to realize the duty of care society
owes to the environment. In the larger
cities, especially, the movement is gather-
ing force, as in Lahore, where an organiza-
tion, “Zimmedar Shehri” [Responsible
Citizens] organizes clean-up programs
regularly, or in Islamabad, where Pakistan
Youth Climate Network (PYCN) has
recently been founded. The nation is now
gearing up, as a whole, to raise their voices
against climate change, especially by
planning a unified action for the
International Day of Climate Action.
October 24, 2009 must signify more than
just another day commemorating an airy-
fairy cause -- it must signify the rising of the
South Asian people in a movement to
protect their land, their cultural heritage,
their history and most of all, to protect
vulnerable communities who have not this
privilege of speech.

Maldives

AISHATH NIYAZ, National Coordinator
Maldives Youth Climate Network (MYCN)

ALDIVES, home to roughly

300,000 people, is a nation con-

sisting of 1190 tiny coral islands.
Itisalso one of the most vulnerable placesin
the face of climate change because more
than 80% of the land is less than 1 metre
above mean sea level. The protective coral
reefs surrounding the islands are highly
susceptible to changes in sea surface tem-
peratures as even a 1°C increase will have
catastrophic results: coral mortality, which
leads to the disappearance of the country's
natural defense system, the primary source
of food (fish) and the main economic
resources (tourism and fisheries).
Furthermore, if sea level continues to rise,
the Maldivians face the threat of becoming
climate refugees, while the country itself
faces extinction. |

Maldives has been at the forefront call-
ing for global action against climate change,
and was the first country to sign the Kyoto
Protocol. In addition, it has also taken a lot
ofaction at nationallevel, such as setting the
ambitious goal of becoming carbon neutral
by the year 2020.

Maldives will be participating in the
International Day of Climate Action on 24th
October 2009. Various actions are being
organised by NGOs in collaboration with
the government in which Maldivian youth
are actively involved. They include an
underwater demonstration by 350 divers
with the hope to raise conscience of people
in those countries who have caused the
most damage that healthy coral reefs are
vital not only for the fish for their existence
butalso for many people. There will also be
an exhibition hosting 350 photographs,
which then will be umﬁed as postcards and
sent to 350 world leaders who will decide
the fate of the Maldives in Copenhagen
this December,
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