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democracy, economy

Dipu Moni talks to Hillary on wide range of issues

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

human rights and improvement of skills

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has
said Washington will continue its support
to Bangladesh to strengthen democracy
and democratic institutions, promote
economic development and counter

terrorism.

She also expressed her government'’s
desire to work with issues relating to
climate change, global financial crisis,

of Bangladesh's law enforcement agen-
cies.

Hilary made the remarks during talks
with Foreign Minister Dipu Moni in
Washington on Wednesday, according to
separate press statements issued from
Washington.

“We are united by shared values, com-
mon interests, and a commitment to
work together to strengthen democracy,

promote economic development, deny
space to terrorists, and create a more
peaceful and prosperous future,” she said
after the talks.

The partnership between Washington
and Dhaka is growing stronger, said
Hillary Clinton.

During the hour-long meeting, Dipu
Moni and Hillary Clinton discussed in
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US pledges support for

Z1IA ORPHANAGE CASE
Media barred
from reporting
proceedings

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

A High Court bench yesterday
prohibited the media from
carrying any report on the
day's proceedings regarding
the petitions filed by BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and
her son Tarique Rahman for
quashing the Zia Orphanage
Trust corruption case against
them.

The vacation bench of
Justice AFM Abdur Rahman
and Justice Md Rezaul Hasan
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Huge account tlaws in
donor-funded projects

CAG raises 160 audit objections involving Tk 1,745cr
in 4 years, Tk 819cr in power sector alone

SHAKHAWAT LITON and
RASHIDUL HASAN

The office of Comptroller and Auditor
General has raised around 160 objections
involving over Tk 1,745 crore in foreign-
funded projects with around half the amount
against anomalies in the power and energy

sector.
It raised the objections while auditing the

accounts of four fiscal years from 2002-03 to

2005-06 when the BNP-Jamaat-led alliance
government was in power.

The audit reports placed in parliament
Tuesday show 29 objections against over Tk 819
crore only in the power, energy and mineral
resources ministry. The ministry was mired in
allegations of corruption and irregularities in
implementing power projects.

According to the audit reports, around 95
foreign-funded projects were taken
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Afather cautiously picks up his child on a launch from a crowd of homebound people at Sadarghat launch terminal as mass exodus from

the capital begins ahead of the Eid-ul-Fitr.

PHOTO: SHAFIQUL ALAM

Goods handling
suspended

at Ctg port

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Goods unloading from ships
at Chittagong seaport
remained suspended from
yesterday morning as steve-
doring staffs went on work
abstention demanding an
increase in their Eid bonus.
The staffs suspended the
work from the first shift of the
day at 7:00am and continued
agitation preventing others
from joining work till the

mgs said, the stevedor-

ing staffs, who are engaged by
the berth operators, are
demanding Eid bonus of Tk
6,000 per head instead of Tk
3,000.

The staffs resented that
they were getting bonus of Tk
3,000 per head while the
dockworkers received Tk 5,000
this year.

SEE PAGE 15COL 3

2 journos face
cases, threat

4 cases filed against them in one week
after reports on land, river-grabbing
in Patuakhali published

SOHRAB HOSSAIN from Patuakhali and ALPHA ARZU in Dhaka

The reports of the two journalist siblings on encroachment on a
river in coastal Patuakhali drew flak from local ruling party
lawmaker and a number of 'false cases' were filed against them
reportedly under political instigations.

Four cases were filed one after another against the two jour-
nalists of the Prothom Alo and the Amar Desh at Golachipa in
Patuakhali--Israt Hossain Lipton and Saimon Rahman Alit--in
last one week allegedly by the cronies of Awami League law-
maker Golam Moula Roni.

The cases were filed in a bid to avenge their reports on grab-
bing land on a riverbank and setting up a market under the
direct patronage of the local lawmaker, family of the journalists
claimed.

The Prothom Alo and the Amar Desh carried the reports on
August21 and on August 27.

Lipton's wife and daughter left their Golachipa town resi-
dence and moved to their village home amidst repeated threats
from ruling party cadres, family members claimed.
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SOB DIRECTORS

Muhith trashes
criticism of
partisanship

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Minister AMA Muhith
yesterday denied the allega-
tion of appointment on politi-
cal consideration to the
boards of the state-owned
banks (SOBs).

"Those appointed have at
least an identity, some are
advocates and some others
are businessmen. But in the
past, partisans who were
only politicians became
chairmen of the banks, " he
said while replying to jour-
nalists' queries at his secre-
tariat office.

Asked about the appoint-
ments Muhith vehemently
denied the allegation and said,
"I don't accept it at all. Have
you not seen who became
whatin the past?"

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Thousands start

leaving for home

Bus, launch terminals, rail stations in city witness

huge crowd as Eid holiday begins today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

the ticketsale in the city.

Thousands of people left the capital for home
yesterday to share the joy of Eid-ul-Fitr with
family and friends as many of them got five-day
festival vacation including weekly holidays.

A huge number of people were seen anxious
for tickets at different terminals, particularly of
long-route buses, as broker syndicates control

However, many of them could finally man-
age tickets paying double and in some cases

triple the usual charges.
The staff of mostof the bus counters said the

tickets were already sold out although during
visits to different bus terminals some staff were
seen selling tickets at the counters at higher

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Lailatul Qadr

observed

JumatulWida today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The holy Lailatul Qadr, the
night of divine blessing and
benediction, was observed
across the country last night

with duereligious fervour.
Special prayers were
oftered at all mosques, seeking
blessings of Allah for contin-
ued peace and progress of the
Muslim Ummah. Devotees
also visited the graves of their
near and dear ones and
offered munajat (prayer) for
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Lelebrate a joyful Eid with Grameenphone! :

Download exciting Eid animations, wallpapers, ring tones, welcome tunes and lots more on your

Wallpaper
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code. 1464502

code: 1464507 code: 1464501

cade: 1464505

> Type your desired animation or wallpaper code and SMS to 2000. Then cli
> To download your desired welcome tune, dial 4000 or tvpe WT, give a spa

» Charge, VAT and canditions apply

Welcome Tunes
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Grameenphone mobile, Celebrate Eid in colours!

Artist/Album

o oy
At 7y Pea

Code

712001
518216
5231

5232
52315
52516
52514
A 52510
5257

52312
5239
52313
52318

ck on the link sent through reply SMS
ce and type the tune code, and SMS to 4000

, DE cla
WS 0 ur favaunfe artISts%
w es and lots more!

Visit wap.gpworld.com from your mobile
to download more exciting wallpapers,
animations and ring tones.

Stay Close ,‘ grameenphone
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