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settlement compromise

AFP, Jerusalem

US Middle East envoy George Mitchell
failed to wrest a compromise on settle-
ments from Israel's prime minister on
Wednesday; but the two leaders agreed to
meet again on Friday for a third attempt in
aweek.

“The meeting is over... they agreed to
meet again on Friday," a spokesman for
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
office told AFP after the encounter in
Jerusalem.

Mitchell will also meet for a second
time with Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas on Friday, the latter's office
announced.

The former US senator was due to head
to Lebanon later in the day to meet
President Michel Sleiman as part of his
latest tour ofthe region.

Mitchell huddled with Netanyahu for
several hours on Wednesday, a day after
shuttling between the premier and Abbas,

urging both sides to show “responsibility
for peace” and take steps towards restart-
ing their stalled negotiations.

Mitchell is trying to get Israel to agree to
some kind of a moratorium on settlement
construction that would be acceptable to
the Palestinians and enable the resump-
tion of peace talks that were suspended in
late December amid the Gaza war.

"We hope to bring this phase of our
efforts to a positve conclusion in the
coming weeks," he said.

Mitchell has been seeking a compro-
mise that would pave the way for a three-
way meeting between Netanyahu, Abbas
and US President Barack Obama at the UN
General Assembly later this month.

But he has faced an uphill task.

Hawkish Netanyahu has repeatedly
ruled out a complete freeze to Israel's
settlement activity in the occupied West
Bank, including annexed east Jerusalem --
a move insisted on by the Palestinians in
order to resume peace talks.

. On Monday, Netanyahu repeated that
he had no intention of implementing a
complete freeze, saying any halt would be
temporary, would not extend to east
Jerusalem, and would exclude some 2,500
units already under construction.

Shortly after arriving for his latest
regional trip, Mitchell said Washington
shared a "sense of urgency” for peace talks
to resume before the end of September.

Standing in the way are Jewish settle-
ments on occupied Palestinian land, home
to halfamillion Israelis.

The settlements are viewed as illegal by
the international community, and one of
the major obstacles in reaching any peace
deal.

Obama's administration has been
working towards a comprehensive peace
package that would see Israel strike deals
with the Palestinians, Syria and Lebanon,
and Arab states normalise relations with
the Jewish state after more than 60 years
of conflict.
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AFP, London

At least 4.5 million children
could die if wealthy nations
fail to provide more funds to
help impoverished countries
combat global warming,
development charity Oxfam
warned yesterday.

The organisation said in a
report it was concerned that
industrialised nations would
take money out of existing
funds dedicated to economic
development in order to help
poor countries battle climate
change.

"With only Denmark, the
Netherlands and the UK in
support of additional funds,
Oxfam is concerned that
December's climate negotia-
tions in Copenhagen could
fail, unless action is taken now
by Heads of State, " it said.
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Supporters of the Indian Samajwadi Party chant anti-state government slogans during a protest rally
in Allahabad yesterday. Protesters gathered to highlight concerns over rising corruption and misuse

of public funds under the Uttar Pradesh state government.
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