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Film Screening Photo Exhibition Book Fair

Organiser: Dhaka Images of tourist sites Title: Altijhya Eid Boi #
University Film Society of Moscow and St. Utshab

Venue: Russian Centre of Petersburg Organiser: Alti

Science and Cutture, H Venue: Lobby, Russian v:ﬁ:.: cmm.i ypauwc

510, Rd 7, Dhanmondi Centre of Science & Library, Shahbagh

Date: Seplember 15-16 Cult f

Time: M onwards ure, D.t': Seplﬂﬂ'lbar 1'15

Sep 15: The Tale of Tsar H42 Rd 7, Dhanmondi Time: 10am - Bpm

Sultan’ & 'Waltz with Basir Date: September 1-30

Saraf Ahmed : A writer-director
with a promising career graph

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

“Jitia Parbon”: A tradition retained by
Mahalis over thousands of years

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi
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Born in Mymensingh, Saraf Ahmed Zibon
harboured a dream to carve a niche in the
world of drama and film. Inspired by the
works of Mostofa Sarwar Farooki, Zibon
began working under Farooki as his chief
assistantdirector from 2002.

"He is my guru. I've learnt many things
from him, in particular the need to break free
of traditional thoughts and approach,” Zibon
said.

With experience from working with
Farooki on several mega serials and films,
namely "51 Borti," "69," "420," "Bachelor”
and "Mad_e in Bangladesh,” Zibon gained a
solid foundation in this field.

Zibon started both scriptwriting and
directing in 2006 by making a telefilm titled
"Ghar Nai.” That was followed by "Autobiog-
raphy of Sheikh Abdur Rahman" and
"Nindito Norokey." All of them were pro-
duced by Chabial Utshob and aired on Chan-
nel 1.

About his work process, Zibon said, "When
[ start, my focus isn't on artistic or commer-

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Over a thousand members of the indigenous Mahali com-
munity observed Jitia Parbon (a Mahali festival) at
Baganpara village under Godagari upazila last Saturday
amidst much fanfare,

Mahali children, women, and men from some 18 villages
of Rajshahi, Naogaon and Chapainwabganj participated in
the daylong festival that started from midnight.

The remote Baganpara village reverberated with life as
groups of Mahalis danced with the beats of dhol, madol and
other traditional instruments.

The festival formally started with a prayer for the well
beingofthe country.

Although the festival is considered to be the biggest social
event of the Mahali community, it was not observed for
abouthalfacentury until the celebration resumed last year.

"Mahalis withdrew from celebrating the festival since
many of them converted to Christianity. But now, we find
our existence as Mahalis is at stake and this festival is part of
our identity," said Zakaria Dumri, executive director of
Mahali Adibashi Artho Samajik Unnayan Sangstha
(MAASAUS).

Dumri stated that the community stopped celebrating
Jitia Parbon as Christianity does not support it. The festival
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Mahali men and women sing at dance as part of the Jitia Parbon celebration.

Saraf Ahmed

Kotha" and "Wrong Pencil,” both written

requires a strictly vegetarian diet and includes prayers,
singing, dancing and distribution of cakes.

"The history of the parbon goes back over LhﬂUbands of
years,” said Zakaria, who has researched on the origins of
the Mahalis.

There was a Mahali leader called Jit Bahan Thakur, who
was born of a virgin mother. Jit rescued the Mahalis from the

cial value. I try to reflect my thoughts in my
works where a special point of view is
emphasised.”

The young director has made several sin-
gle-episode TV plays including "Priyo
Parvin," "Koyedi," "Chhayabazi" and "Ki Je
Hobey Ki Je Hoy" which were aired on Chan-

by Anisul Haq, will go on air on Channel 1
and Rtv respectively. Written by Masum
Reza "Miss Roshayon" and "Rongin
Phanush" written by Nasreen Helali will
be aired on BTV. Written by Fatema Shilu
“Uchcha Madhyamik Shamadhan"will be

neli, BTV, Rtvand ETVrespectively.
He has also directed two plays written by

aired on Banglavision. I am now working

evils of superstitions, subjugation and injustice. In honour o o, ; :
4 L5 } on a mega serial titled "Mymensingh to ﬁ

of Jit, the Mahalis have been observing Jitia Parbon since 1 g e g ’
then. 2 Anisul Haq.tlIIEd Serious Ekta Kotha Achhe Dhaka Gate Lock Service" both written
"Dal, bhat,, jhijang torekari/ Jitia Parobo bhari/, Kumra, and "Hawai Mithai," aired on Channel iand anddirected byme, ., .

| Channel 1 respectwely
kodu, alu, shosha/ Sobimiley ekighati” is the song rendered | :
with dances throughout the festival. Among other works by Zibon, several TVCs

Mahalis fast for three days prior to the festival and iT{CIUdi“E the ones for GrameenPhone and
exchange gifts with each other. Citycellare notable. _

MAASAUS, in association with the social organisation A number of single-episode plays directed
Dighor Baisi, arranged the festival. Manusher Jonno Foun- by Zibon will be aired on different TV chan-
dation and Oxfam GB also assisted in organising the festival. nels this Eid. Of them, "Serious Kothar Porer
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"Most of the emerging m-ners. directors,
are commercially oriented. Moreover, since
the preview committees of TV channels
determine their fate, many promising writers
and directors get discouraged, as their works
are not properly evaluated, " said Zibon on the
flaws of the current system.
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