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Increased agri trade to ensure
food security in S Asia: Study

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA, New Delhi

Increased agricultural trade among South
Asian countries is the answer to achieve
food security in the region than initfatives
like Saarc Food Bank, said a study con-
ducted by the Indian Council for Research
on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER).

In a study titled 'Food Security in
South Asia: Issues and Opportunities’,
published by ICRIER, authors Surabhi
Mittal and Deepti Sethi said regional
trade among Saarc countries is at present
impeded by fairly high tariff and non-
tariff barriers.

"Atthe regional level, increased agricul-
tural trade between South Asian countries
will play a far more important role in
achieving food security than initiatives like
the setting up of the Saarc Food Bank,
which is essentially a mechanism to han-
dleemergencysituations,” the study said.

It pointed out that South Asia, com-
prising Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,

Maldives, has the highest number of
people 423 million living on less than a
dollar a day. The region has the highest-
299 million undernourished and poor
people and about 40 per cent of the
world's hungryones.

Quoting estimates by the Food and
Agricultural Organisation (FAO), the
ICRIER study said, "Asia will account for
about half of the world's undernourished
population, of which two-thirds will be
from South Asia by 2010."

The authors have suggested that
reduction of trade barriers, ensuring
simultaneously that policies do not dis-
tort domestic incentive systems would go
a long way in promoting regional agricul-
tural trade.

"It is also important for South Asian
countries to address the issue of speed
and efficiency of food movements from
surplus to deficit areas across the region,
particularly in a crisis situation. This
would require addressing issues regard-
ing the efficiency of transportation and
transportation infrastructure and the
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development of storage capacities within

different countries,” itsaid.
Pointing that the Saarc Food Bank has

notbeen operational even during times of
crisis, the study aims to identify issues
relating to food security, policy initiatives
taken to tackle these issues, evaluate
these policies and suggest measures to
overcome identified constraints.

"Making the region food secure will
require action both at the national and
regional levels," the study said.

The authors also said one of the major
issues that many South Asian countries
need to tackle is the tendency to move
away from the cultivation of staples such
as wheat and rice towards the cultivation
of high value (cash) crops such as oil-
seeds, sugarcane and horticulture,

"This could prove a particularly tricky
issue to handle since it involves a trade-
off between raising farm incomes and
meeting rising domestic demand for
staples,” it said, adding that an integrated
strategy that balances these two objec-
tives will need to be putin place.
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Inner Wheel Dist 328 Chairman Naz Afrin Rahman hands over a cheque for Tk 1.53 lakh to Dhaka Ahsania

Mission President Kazi Rafiqul Alam at the Mission Bhaban at Dhanmondi in the city yesterday.

Inner Wheel
Club donates
Tk 1.53 lakh
to AMCH

METRO DESK

Bangladesh Inner Wheel Club
yesterday donated Tk 1.53
lakh to Ahsania Mission
Cancer Hospital (AMCH),
which is being constructed at
Uttara in the city.

Inner Wheel Dist 328
Chairman Naz Afrin Rahman
formally handed over a
cheque for the amount to
Dhaka Ahsania Mission
President Kazi Rafiqul Alam at
the Mission Bhaban at

Expand trade, economic

cooperation
aMalaysian king tells new Bangladesh HC
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The new Bangladesh

10, says an official hand out.

Presenting the credential, the high commis-
sioner stated that Bangladesh attaches great
importance to its relations with Malaysia for
strong bonds of brotherhood and time-tested

friendship.

Atiqur Rahman mentioned that Bangladesh
government seeks close engagement and mean-
ingful cooperation with Malaysia and believes
that the relations could be further strengthened
through exploration of new avenues of coopera-

High Commissionet (o
Malaysia AKM Atiqur Rahman presented his
credentials to the King of Malaysia, Yang di-
pertuan Agong XIII, AL-Wathiqu Billah Tuanku
Mizan Zainal Abidin Ibni AL-Marhum Sultan
Mahmud AL-Muktafi Billah Shah at the King's
Official Palace in Kuala Lumpur on September
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sioner.

between two countries.

The high commissioner appreciated the fact
that a good number of Bangladeshi expatriates
are involved in various development activities of
Malaysia and are contributing in their own way
to the economic transformation of both the

countries.

In reply, the King assured full cooperation
from his office and the Malaysian governmentin
the discharge of duties by the new high commis-

The King expressed satisfaction on the
overall bilateral relations between Bangladesh
and Malaysia. He viewed that existing ties
could be further widened on trade and eco-
nomic cooperation. He stressed that the two
governments should explore avenues for
improving the trade and investment ties

Dhanmondi, says a press
release.

Inner Wheel Dist 328
Secretary Suraiya Alam,
Treasurer Aliya Parveen,
Farida Yeasmin, Bulbul Alam,
Inner Wheel Club of Dilkusha
Chartered President Tahera
Wahid and presidents, secre-
taries and other leaders of
various inner wheel clubs
were present on the occasion.
| ' Kazi Rafiqul Alam said Tk
23 crore more is needed to
complete the construction
work of the hospital. If this
fund is available, the hospital
can go into operation by June
nextyear, headded.

He urged people from all
walks of life to come forward
and extend their help to make
the venture a grand success.

BEU]J, DU]
concerned
over attack

Job Responsibilities:

cross-checking.

¢ Establish Pathological Laboratory.

Susceptibility Testing.

Educational Qualification:

Experience: ;

Testing.
Additional Requirements:

| of the cover letter

Candidates will be contacted.

Career with
i BDRAC International

BRAC, a leading development organization has extensive development programs in Asia
(Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Indonesia) and Africa (Tanzania, Southern Sudan, Uganda,
Libena, Sierra Leone) in addition to Bangladesh. BRAC International is seeking application
from competent, dynamic and self motivated individuals for the following position:

Microbiologist
¢ Extensive review of the External Quality Assurance System for TB sputum, slide
¢ Establish Drug Susceptibility Testing Laboratory.
¢ Prepare National Standard Operational Procedure for performing Culture and Drug

¢ Contribute to the development of National Guideline for second line treatment.
¢ Supervise Microscopy center and provide feedback for quality improvement.

¢ M.Sc in Microbiology from any recognized university.
¢ Minimum 2nd division/class in all academic records.

¢ Al least five years working experience in the field of TB Culture and Drug Susceptibility

¢ Good interpersonal and communication skills.

¢ Strong proficiency in both verbal and written English.
¢ Self motivated and willingness to take challenges.

¢ Well conversant with MS office operation.

Age : 30 - 50 Years.
Salary :  USD 1500

Job Location : BRAC Afghanistan
Admissible Benefits:

Selected candidates will be entitled to food subsidy and shared bachelors’
accommodation free of cost. Employment will be initially on contractual basis.

Information about terms, conditions and benefits are available at www.brachrd.org
%

If you feel you are the right match for the above mentioned position, please send your CV
along with a cover letter, photocopy of SSC/ equivalent certificate, contact phone number
and two recent passport size colour photographs to BRAC International Section,
BRAC-HRD, 8th Floor, BRAC Centre, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212 not later than
October 08, 2009. Please mention the name of the position and AD#BI 04/09 on top
and the envelope. You can also e-mail
recruitment.bi@brac.net. Due to large number of applications received only short listed

T know more about BRAC and BRAC International you may visit www.brac.net
BRAC is an equal opportunity employer

CV to

On journos

DU CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Bangladesh Federal
Union of Journalists (BFUJ) and
Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) on Sunday expressed
grave concern over the inci-
dents of attack on journalists by
leaders and workers of ruling
party at different places across
the country.

Theyalso expressed concern
over a criminal attack at the
office of a local daily Fulki in
Savar.

In a joint statement, BFU]
President Ruhul Amin Gazi and
Secretary General MA Aziz and
DUJ President Abdus Shahid
and General Secretary
Muhammad Baker Hossain
said the criminals attacked
Fulki office on Thursday morn-
ing and shot a computer opera-
torastheydid notfind its editor.

The journalist leaders also
expressed their concern over
the failure of police to arrest the
criminals even after three days
oftheincident.

They said since the present
government assumed power
journalists and newspapers
have become a target of crimi-
nal attack.

Such incidents have been
taking place one after another at
different places across the
country, theyadded.

The journalist leaders fur-
ther said unruly workers of
ruling party’s student body
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) have recently harassed
local correspondents of differ-
ent media at Galachipa of
Patuakhalidistrict.

Before that the criminals
filed two false cases againstlocal
correspondents of two
esteemed dailies, theyadded.

The BCL cadres also
harassed journalist Shaheen
Ahmed of a local newspaper in
Jessore yesterday.

The journalist leaders feared
that practising independent
journalism would be impossi-
bleifsuchattacks on journalists,
which is unexpected in a civil-
ised society, continues
unabated.

They demanded exemplary
punishment to culprits
| | involvedin those attacks.
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As the price of sugar hikes to Tk 60-64 a kg, people are seen in a long queue in front of the National
Press Club in the city yesterday just to buy it at Tk 42. Deshbandhu Sugar Mill is supplying the sugar
at alower rate, but one can only buy two kilograms of sugar. (Story on Page 1)

BSS, Dhaka

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) authority has
taken up three-tier security
measures during the holy Eid-
ul-Fitr and the Durga Puja
festivals 10 maintain peaceful
law and order situation in the
City.

A total of 33,000 police
personnel, including 2200
traffic police and 32 teams of
which 14 teams of the women
police of the Detective Branch
(DB), would be deployed
throughout the city during the
two major religious festivals,
official sources said here
yesterday.

When contacted, AKM
Shahidul Haque, commis-

that these three-tier security
arrangements are being devel-
oped ahead of the Eid and the
Durga puja.

The supervision mecha-
nism of these security
arrangements have already
been finalised at a recent
meeting held at the DMP
headquarters, he said adding
that normal holidays and
leaves have also been
cancelled due to these
arrangements.

The commissioner said
that special instructions have
already been given to the field
level officers to keep the traffic
congestion at tolerance level
by any means. Additional
police forces including the
detectives were also deployed
to all major markets, shopping
complexes and shopping
malls as huge public have
been gathering there ahead of
the festivals, he added.

Shahidul Haque said, in
addition to the normal
deployment, special teams of
the detective branch officials
have already been deployed at
Kamlapur Railway Station,
Gabtoli, Mohakhali and

PILKHANA CARNAGE

BDR donates
Tk 75,000 to
Kalpana's
father

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
authorities yesterday donated
Tk 75,000 to the father of
Kalpana, who was killed inside
Pilkhana during the BDR
massacre on February 25-26.

On behalf of BDR Director
General Maj Gen Mainul Islam,
Deputy Director General Brig
Gen Obaidul Hug handed over
a cheque for the amount to
Soleman Miah, father of
Kalpana, hailed from Rangpur,

Kalpana, an employee of
Bir Uttam Fazlur Rahman
School and College at
Pilkhana, also used to work as
a domestic help at the resi-
dence of the DG of BDR, says a
| BDR press release.

sioner of the DMP told BSS.

Sayedabad inter district bus
terminals to check any sorts of
crime.

Same arrangements would
also remain at those points to
ensure safety and security to
the Dhaka-bound passengers
after the Edi and the Puja
festivals, hesaid.

Special measures were also
taken to check snatchers,
'‘Malam Party’ and 'Oggan
Party’ through out the city
during the time, a deputy
commissioner (DC) of the
detective branch (DB) said
adding that special deploy-
ment would be ensured dur-
ing the Eid holidays to check
thefts, dacoities and burglar-
ies as a large number of resi-
dents left their houses on the
occasion of the Eid.

The security nets, the DC
said, would also cover all
Eidgahs, including the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
and National Eidgah at
Bangladesh Supreme Court
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3-tier security in city
during Eid, Puja

premises.

According to a senior offi-
cial of the DMP, a total of 178
Puja Mandaps in the city
would be covered by the secu-
rity arrangements where plain
clothed security officials will
work side by side with the
police and the Ansars.

Government will take
tough actions if any quarter
tries to create anarchy and
indiscipline during the Puja
festival, the official added.

To ensure safety and secu-
rity to all Puja Mandaps, all
detective teams would be
deployed to Puja Mandaps
after completion of the Eid
festival, the official said add-
ing that the special security
measures would be taken to
the bank of the river Buriganga
during the immersion of the
goddess.

The total security arrange-
ments would be monitored
from DMP Control room, the
official added.

Work for

welfare of all

Prof Arefin urges

students
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr AAMS
Arefin Siddique yesterday
called on the students to work
together for the welfare of all
irrespective of caste and reli-
gion.

"We all have to use our
wisdom to make the life mean-
ingful as well as to work
towards promoting peace and
happiness and ensuring wel-
fare of mankind which is the
key message of all religion,” he
said.

The VC said this while
speaking as the chiefguest ata
seminar on 'Buddhism’ at RC
Majumdar auditorium at
Dhaka University, organised
by the Department of Pali and
Buddhist Studies and the
Centre for Buddhist Heritage
and Culture.

He also said Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
believed in the people's right
to practising their religion and
he made the constitution a
unique one by giving a new
definition of secularism.

Prof Yusho Wakahara, Dr
Kensuke Okamoto and Miki
Euoki of Ryukoku University
of Japan presented three
keynote papers at the seminar.

Prof Sadrul Amin and Prof
Sheikh Abdus Salam also spoke
at the seminar presided over by
Prof Dr Sukomal Baura, chair-
man of Pali and Buddhist
studiesdepartment.

Indian asylum
seeker on
hunger strike
dies in
detention

AFP, Vienna

An Indian asylum seeker in
Austria who had been on a
hunger strike since August 7 to
protest his imminent expul-
sion, died yesterday in a
Vienna detention centre,
police said.

The 20-year-old, named by
police as Gaganpreet Singh K.,
had been placed in detention,
pending his expulsion, on
August 4, and stopped taking
food three days later.

A doctor who examined
him Sunday concluded thathe
did not require a transfer to
hospital and could remain in
thedetention centre.

Vienna police said in a
statement that it had called
for an autopsy of the young
man to establish the exact
cause of death. The results
were notyet available.

"Based on initial medical
findings, no apparentlink can
be made between the hunger
strike and the cause of
death," it said.
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Applications to be sent to:
Director Examinations, British Council, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000
Or to exams@bd.britishcouncil.org

for IELTS Examiners
(Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet)

We are inviting applications for examiners from qualified teachers who are
willing to work in our centres in Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet.
Applicants must have the following qualifications and teaching experience:

e An uhdergraduate degree or a qualification which can be demonstrated
to be equivalent to an undergraduate degree

e Arecognised TEFL/TESOL qualification at certificate level such as the
Cambridge ESOL Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults
(CELTA) or the Trinity College London Certificate in TESOL (CertTESOL)

e Three years full time post-qualification, teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages (TESOL) experience (or the equivalent part time) if the
applicant has a certificate level TEFL/TESOL qualification

e |f the applicant has one of the desirable qualifications listed above all
relevant TESOL teaching experience can be considered but at least one
year (or the equivalent part time) must be post-qualification

e Willing to travel within the country

To apply, download the job description and the application form from |
www.britishcouncil.org/bangladesh ’
The deadiine for applications is 5 October 2009. I

Only shortlisted candidates will be called for interview. Successful
candidates will undergo training in October 20009.

The British Council is committed to a policy of equal opportunity and
Is keen to reflect diversity at every level within the organisation. We
welcome applications from all sections of the community.

www.britishcouncil.org/bangladesh




