@he Baily Star

Letters will only be considered If they carry the writer's full name, address and telephone number (if any). The identity

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

o e e g T T T LLTT L DL LLE L L bt bl Lttt

TV and radio

Recently, the Indian informa-
tion minister said that they
would soon form a committee
to look after the programmes
of the television channels and
the fm radio stations as allega-
tions are rife that sometimes
these television channels and
fm radio stations broadcast
such types of embarrassing
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Oil and gas issue

and asked myself whether we live in Bangladesh or in
East Pakistan. This AL government always claims that
itisa pro-people and pro-independent force but in
reality the government has awarded an Ireland-based
company the shallow water block SS-08-05and a US

While tourism continues to grow at a
rapid pace the world over, it has not
been able to gain much ground in
Bangladesh. Over the years there has
been so much talk over the 'tourism

raises questions over the sincerity of the
government's oft-repeated commit-
ment to tourism. World Heritage Sites
like Paharpur and Sundarbans do not
have proper link roads. Basic infrastruc-

Police attack on the activists of the National
Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources,
- ) Power and Ports is really very unfortunate. People
who want to protect the resources of the country
should not be treated in such a way, rather the govern-

ment should have co-operated with them.

I am

shocked to see Prof Anu Mohammad in the hospital

Bay o

people agreement
ments and multination
exploration of oil and gas.

can get
decision on the export of gas an
by the people of Bangladesh or by the government if it
is really pro-people.

When Sheikh Hasina was the leader of the opposi-
tion she said that we should export gas, keeping
reserves for 50 years. Now after becoming prime
minister she agreed to export 80% of the gas to be

oil company deep sea blocks DS-08-10 and 11 in the
f Bengal for oil and gas exploration with agree-
ment, empowering them to export 80% ofthegas ata
time when the whole nation is facing serious power
shortage. Many African countries have huge gas and
oil reserves but still they are poor because of the anti-
between their corrupt govern-
al companies involved in the

We must not make such a blunder like African gov-

ernments. There are many companies which will
agree to look into the interest of Bangladesh and we

technological help from them as well. The
d oil has to be taken

accountability of government
institutions.

The AL government
empowered the MPs as stand-
ing committee chairmen,
instead of ministers. Some
opposition MPs have also
been given this position. I

But the question is how
long would this unhealthy
practice be the normal course
of action by the political gov-
ernments! The people always
elect a political party with the
hope of getting a reasonably

trators committing the same
crimes they did in the past, let
us not be unmindful and
keeping the past in mind let
us help the nation prosper

avoiding possible ordeals
ahead.

ble. The situation appears to
be tolerable elsewhere in the
country, if not excellent.

Let's hope the govern-
ment's determination to curb
extortion all over the country
will soon materialize and

programmes which go against
the Indian culture and tradi-
tion. In the present context of
our country, 1 also truly
believe that we too need to
form such a tv-radio censor
board because these days
most of the private television
channels and fm radio sta-
tions are airing programmes
with vulgar words and ges-
tures which totally go against
our culture. If we have a cen-
sor board to control the cin-
ema, if we have the press club
to look after the activities of
the print media, then defi-
nitely we also need to form a
committee to look after the
activities of the tv and radio
stations. There seems to be a

potential' of Bangladesh. It has become
acliché. Itis the absence of serious plan-
ning and execution, coupled with the
unprofessional approach of the govern-
ment authorities that has been a peren-
nial stumbling block in the realisation of
the region's tourism potential. Mere
observance of the World Tourism Day is
not going to make any difference unless
the irritants plaguing tourism in
Bangladesh are addressed. Since
Bangladesh has diverse attractions to
offer to the tourist in the form of its pris-
tine natural beauty, forests and wildlife,
rivers and mountains, and a unique
multi-cultural heritage, it is indeed
baffling that tourism continues to be a
non-starteramidst such potential.

We have erred on several counts in
transforming this potential into a reality.

tures like all-weather roads and
hygienic accommodation besides
proper upkeep of the sites are impera-
tive for a sustained flow of tourists.
Tourism today is a product that needs
to be hard-sold to the outside world
through aggressive marketing. While the
government effort may not be enough to
harness the region's prospects, the
authorities could become facilitators by
roping in private investment. The gov-
ernment machinery will have to change
its mindset and exhibit the profession-
alism. We would do well to take a leaf out
of the flourishing tourism industry of
Britain and strive to replicate its success.
Tourism is one industry that can ensure
benefits to all its stakeholders from a
taxi driver to a five-star hotelier. Itis time
our efforts went beyond the old rhetoric

to Probottok Shoroni
Halishahar H/E and I had to wait
for an hour to get one CNG baby
taxi. The vacant one that I got was
asking for 100% extra fare and was
showing excuse that it's the
month of Ramadan or there is a
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