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Norman Borlaug

of Green
Revolution,
dead at 95

AFP, Washington

Borlaug, father

Norman Borlaug, a Nobel
Prize winning scientist who
played an important role in
agriculture and whose work
was credited with saving
hundreds of millions oflives,
has died at the age of 95, The
New York Times reported
Sunday.

The death, which
occurred late Saturday in
Dallas, Texas, was due to
complications from cancer,
the newspaper said, citing a
spokeswoman for Texas
A&M University, where
Borlaug had served on the
facultysince 1984,

Borlaug's advances in
plant breeding led to success
in increasing food production
in Latin America and Asia and
brought him international
acclaim, the report said.

Gunmen kill
[ran Sunni
cleric close to
Ahmadinejad

AFP, Tehran

Three unidentified gunmen
shot dead an [ranian Sunni
cleric who formed part of
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad’s election cam-
paign in western Kordestan
province, Iranian news agen-
cies reported Sunday.

Borhan Ali, who was one of
the Friday prayer leaders in
Sanandaj, Kordestan's capital,

died in.a hail of bullets at his_|
jJiome oh, Sdtlirday, ‘the Mehr |

news agency said.

AFP, Washington
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signreading: "Born free, taxed to death."

Ten of thousands of protesters from across the
United States descended on the nation's capi-
tal Saturday, decrying President Barack Obama,
"biggovernment” and bigspending.

They carried hand-painted posters protest-
ing Obama's proposed healthcare reforms and
accusing his administration of leading
United States down the road to socialism.

"Abortion is not healthcare,” read one sign.
Another, held aloft by an immigran
said: "I had enough of socialismin the USSR."

The demonstrator, who refused to give his
name, said he had come to Washington from
Baltimore because "too many things remind
me of what | saw in the communist countries,

"*Communism didn't work over there and
it's not going to work over here, " he told AFP.

Quinn Ryan, 11, stood in the middle of
Pennsylvania Avenue, near the spot where
Obama and his wife Michelle greeted support-
ers in January after he was sworn in as
America's first black president, brandishing a

the

t from Ukraine,

Dick Armey.

The protest was coordinated by
Freedomworks, a grassroots movement calling
for lower taxes, less government and more
economic freedom for all Americans The
march had to set off before the scheduled 11:30
am start time as Freedom Plaza near the White
House filled to overflowing,

Police were unable to say how many people
had turned out for the rally, but at mid-
afternoon the crowd stretched out of sight from
the legislature and onto the National Mall.

The organisers said earlier in the week they
hoped to attract between 20,000 and 30,000
people from around the country for the protest,
which was supported by prominent conserva-
tives, Including former House Majority leader

Holly and Nick Bikakis had come from
California for the protest.

"It's not convenient for us to be here, and it's
costing us money we'd rather notspend, but we
felt strongly enough that we decided we would
come no matter what,” Nick Bikakis told AFP

@he Baily Star |
Thousands rally against Obama

Protesters against US President Barack Obama's healthcare
Washington, DC, on Saturday.
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Iran ready to talk but not

on nuclear issues
Says Ahmadinejad

AFP, Tehran

President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad said yesterday
that Iran was ready to talk with
world powers on global issues
but will not negotiate over
Tehran's right to nuclear tech-
nology.

"We are ready to talk about
international cooperation and
resolving global economic and
security problems as we
believe that such issues cannot
be resolved without everyone's
participation,” Ahmadinejad
was quoted by Fars news
agency as telling the new
British ambassador to Tehran,
Simon Gass.

But Ahmadinejad, who is to
attend the UN General
Assembly meeting later this
month in New York, ruled out
any talks on Iran's controver-
sialnuclear programme.

He also did not directy
respond to the call by world

|_powers_for urgent talks with
s Tehran. : :

llllll

technology is Iran's lawful and
definite right and Iranians will
not negotiate with anyone over
their undeniable rights,” the
hardliner told Gass as the
British envoy presented his
credentials.

Iran on Wednesday handed
over to the six world powers --
the United States, Britain,
France, Russia, China and
Germany -- its latest package of
proposals aimed at allaying
Western concerns over its
nuclear programme.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu said in
Tehran on Sunday that Ankara
was ready to host talks between
Iran and the six powers over the
proposals, Iran's official IRNA
newsagencysaid.

It quoted a statement from
the Supreme National Security
Council in which Davutoglu
expressed hope that negotia-
tions will start "as soon as
possible and said Turkey is
readyto hostthetalks."

A’US non-profit' investiga-
tive journalism group, Pro

Publica, has said it obtained a
copy of proposals in which
Tehran said it was prepared to
hold "comprehensive, all-
encompassing and construc-
tive negotiations.”

The talks would address
nuclear disarmamentas well as
a global framework for the use
of "clean nuclear energy,”
according to the document
published on Pro Publica's
website, but it did not address
Iran's own nuclear
programine.

US Assistant Secretary of
State Philip Crowley told
reporters in Washington that
Tehran's package was "not
really responsive to our great-
est concern” which was Iran's
uranium enrichment
programme, the process,
which produces nuclear fuel
or, in highly extended form,
the fissile core of an atomic
bomb.

Iran says its nuclear drive is
solely aimed at generating
electricity’ for {ts ‘growing
population.

Yemeni army
kills 7 Shia
militants

AFP, Sanaa

The Yemeni army killed
seven Shia rebels and
wounded an eighth as its
offensive against their
strongholds in the northern
mountains entered a second
month, a commander said
on Sunday.

Troops killed the rebel
fighters on Saturday as they
attempted to reopen key
routes in Saada province on
the Saudi border, the official
Saba news agency quoted
the commander as saying
without giving his name.

The rebels have set up
roadblocks and planted
mines on a number of roads
in the province.

In neighbouring Jawf prov-
ince, troops captured three
rebels, a security official said.

On Thursday, the army
said it had made major
advances in Amran province,
which lies between Saada
and the capital Sanaa. On
Friday, it said it was intensi-
fying its operation to reopen
the key link that '‘passes
through the province.
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PHOTO: AFP
Two Indonesian UN peacekeepers monitor the border area
between Lebanon and Israel from the southern Lebanese village
of Adaisseh on Saturday. UN peacekeepers were monitoring the
Lebanese border with Israel, a day after rockets launched from
south Lebanon slammed into Galilee, but the situation was
"calm,” aspokeswoman said.

UK troubled by anti-Islam
rallies, counterprotests

AP, London

Violent clashes between anti-
Islam demonstrators and
Muslim counter-protesters in
English cities are worrying the
government, with one British
minister comparing the dis-
turbances to 1930s-era fascist
incitement.

The violence that has hit
Luton, Birmingham and
London in the last few months
has involved a loose collection
of far-right groups such as the
previously unknown English
Defence League on one side
and anti-fascist organisations
and Muslim youthon the other.

In an interview published
Saturday, Communities
Minister John Denham
accused the anti-Islam pro-

testers of deliberately stirring
up trouble,

"The tactic of trying to
provoke a response in the hope
of causing wider violence and
mayhem is long established on
the far-right and among
extremist groups,” Denham
was quoted as saying by The
Guardian newspaper. "You
could go back to the 1930s if
youwantedto Cable Street.”

Denham was referring to a
1936 confrontation sparked by
British fascist leader Oswald
Mosley's decision to march
through the then-heavily
Jewish East End of London.
Mosley's pro-Nazi followers
were met at Cable Street by
Jews, communists and anar-
chists, and a pitched battle
ensued.

PHOTO: AFP

A green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas) swims underwater in San
Cristobalisland, Galapagos Archipelago, on September 1.

Gaps remain as ME
diplomacy revs up

Says Israel PM

AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
yesterday that there were still
gaps to bridge as efforts to
kickstart the Middle East
peace process intensified
ahead of the UN General
Assembly.

US envoy George Mitchell
was in Israel at the start of his
latest regional tour while
Netanyahu headed to Egypt
for talks with President Hosni
Mubarak.

"I hope that we will suc-
ceed in reducing the gaps,” the
[sraeli premier said at the start
of theweekly cabinet meeting.

"Maybe we will bridge
them, so that we can move the
process forward."”

The thorny issue of Israeli

settlement construction on
occupied Palestinian land was
likely to top the agenda of talks
both in Jerusalem and Cairo,
with Washington pushing for,
and Israel so far resisting, a
total freeze.

The outcome of Mitchell's
talks in Israel is likely to deter-
mine whether Netanyahu and
Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas meet for the
first time later this month on
the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly along with
US President Barack Obama.

Washington has been
trying for months to secure an

Israeli settlement freeze while |

pressing Arab states for recip-
rocal concessions to clear the

| 5 die after lift

way for a resumption of

[sraeli-Palestinian talks sus-
pendedinlate December.
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I was attacked on Saturday at

plunge in HK

AFP, Hong Kong

Five workers died on Sunday

after plunging more than a
dozen floors down a lift shaft

in Hong Kong's tallest sky-
scraper and the fourth tallest
building in the world, police
and local reports said.

A police spokesman said
emergency workers called to
the International Commerce
Centre in Kowloon's popular
Tsim Sha Tsui area removed
three injured workers, who
were all certified dead on
arrival at hospital.

Militants kill 5
in Thai south

Suspected Islamist militants
killed five people in
Thailand's troubled south,
including a teenager who
had his throat shit and his
body set on fire, police said
Sunday.

The 19-year-old Muslim

the rubber plantation where
he worked in Yala province,
one of three provinces bor-
dering Malaysia where a five-
year separatist insurgency is
raging.

Two police killed
| in Chechnya
AFP, Moscow

Two police were killed in a
night-time attack in
Chechnya, Russian news
| agencies reported on
Sunday, citing officials in the
war-town North Caucasus
region.

The incident took place
late Saturday evening when
unknown assailants opened
fire on a police patrol in the
centre of Argun, a town east
of the Chechen capital
Grozny, Interfax and RIA-

, [ gy &g ==y

Novosti reported.
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