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3 new roads

Mohammad Mainuddin said

the to construct a 5.33
km and 20 feet wide road

_ from Hazaribagh
& Kalunagar to Bheribadh was

" sent back to the LGRD ministry

from planning commission in
2008.

Recently, LGRD ministry
asked DCC to submit the pro-
posal to the ministry after revis-
ing the estimated cost.

"We have prepared the
development project proforma
(DPP) of the road, including
some other components esti-
mating the cost at Tk 11 crore,
which was Tk 7.81 crore ini-
tially,” he said, adding that they
will submit the proposal soon.

The construction work of
two roads--Star Gate Ramna (o
Janapath via Notre Dame
College and Kamalapur and
Hosaf Tower, Malibagh to
Janapath, which were taken in
2005, are also yet to be started.

Rajuk constructed the road
partially from Romna Gate to
Notre Dame College but could
not construct the road from
Notre Dame College to Janapth
via behind the Bangladesh Bank
Colony as it is on land of other
organisations, said an official at

PRajuk.

The initiative of constructing
the road remains uncertain also
for not filling up a portion of
retention area of the pumping
station of Wasa at Janpath, he
said.

The DPP of the Malibagh to

th road is in the housing
ministry but it is yet to be
approved as the alignment of
the road has been changed
under the draft of detailed area
plan, said another official of
Rajuk.

The construction work of
6.30 km long and 60 feet wide
road stretching from Zia Colony
of Dhaka cantonment to Mirpur
cantonment via behind
Section-12 of Mirpur has been
goingonsince 2006.

The work will take yet more
time to be completed though it
was supposed to be completed
by January 2008, sources said.

The works of Hatirjheel ring
road is also going on, which is
scheduled to be completed by
June 2010.

Prof Mujibur Rahman of
Bangladesh University of

ineering and Technology
whose team conducted the
feasibility study on the project
said 70 percent work of road
embankment has so far been
completed (7km out of 11km)
and the rest will be done by June
2010.

The land acquisition work
except of a few places has

Australia stops

boat carrying 83
asylum seekers

AFP, Sydney

A boat carrying 83 suspected
asylum seekers was inter-
cepted yesterday off
Australia's northwest coast
after being spotted from the
air by a military patrol plane,
officials said.

The vessel was spotted
around midnight about 80
nautical miles south of
Ashmore Island and initially
appeared to be in distress, said
Home Affairs Minister

dan O'Connor.

* "The people on board the
vessel are safe and have indi-
cated that they wish to come
to Australia,” he said. "Initial
indications suggest 83 passen-
gers and four crew are on
board.”

been done and it is
to be completed after
Ramadan, he said.

The excavation of the lake
will also be done by June next
year and the completion of the
project will take time as it
needed time to settle the
embankment for constructing
the road, he said.

Bijoy Sarani to Tejgaon road

will again miss the timeline, as
the construction of the overpass
will not be completed by next
December. The road is sched-
uled to be open in December
this year.
It will take March 2010 to
complete the whole work of the
road while 70 percent work of
overpass has already com-
pleted, said an official of Rajuk.

The 1,114 metreslongand 60
feet wide connecting road was
inaugurated on December 16,
2008. But it was not open for
public at that time as the over-
pass on railway line could notbe
completed and was supposed
to be opened on March 26 this
year, but Rajuk has missed the
dateline and extended the time
till December.

Construction work of a 300
feet wide road stretching from
Kuril Biswa Road to Purbachal
by Rajukisalsogoingon.

Rainfall
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levels', Food and Disaster
Management Minister Dr
Abdur Razzaque said ground-
water situation -- mainly gets
recharged from rain and
floodwater -- is completely
different this year.

Postgraduate Programme
in Disaster Management of
BRAC University organized
the seminar at BRAC Center
[nn in collaboration with
Kagawa University and
Nagoya University, Japan and
Gram Bangla Sangstha.

According to water experts,
country's annual groundwa-
ter table recedes by 5 metres
due to lifting of water by tube
wells, but one metre of that
gap is recharged by rainfall
within the country and four
metres by floodwater.

The recharging is very
crucial, as Boro rice, the main
crop in the country now, is
highly dependent on ground-
water during dry season of the
December-April tenure.

“Bangladesh is dependent
on both surface water and
groundwater, but 93 percent
of surface water of Bangladesh
comes across the border from
China, Nepal, Bhutan and
India,” said Dr Razzaque, who
is also an agriculturist by
profession.

Referring to experts’ view
that withdrawal of water from
the upstream by India will
destroy Bangladesh's ecosys-
tem, he said the governmentis
discussing the issue with
India.

He called upon the local
and international experts to
find out solutions to the prob-
lems that are arising out of

climate change, which may .

affect millions of people.
BRAC University's Vice
Chancellor Professor Jamilur
Reza Choudhury, Center for
Environmental and
Geographic Information
Services' (CEGIS) Executive
Director Giasuddin Ahmed
Chowdhury, Charge De
Affaires of Japan in Dhaka
Harumitsu Hida also spoke.
Academics and students from
Japan and Bangladesh took
partin the seminar.

2 ld]léd in 'shootouts’
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the passengers tried to escape
defying them, Rab sources said.
The criminals opened fire on
the Rab personnel as the team
chased them. The Rab team
retaliated that ensued a gun-

L

After the incident, Shahar Ali
was found bullet-hit in head at
the spot and sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
the doctor on duty declared him
dead.

His accomplices, however,

to {lee the scene on

th ~microbus.

An assistant sub-inspector
of Rab was also injured in the
Rab sources said.

| - Maj Khandaker Golam

Sarwar of Rab-4 told The Daily
Star that Ali was convicted in
several cases including seven
for murder with different police
stations in the city.

There are cases against Ali
for realizing extortions from
Shenpara, Rokeya Sarani,
Shewrapara, Kazipara and
Monipur, he added.

Earlier, the authorities con-
cerned issued a red notice

Interpol as he was in
countries at large
time, police said.

In another incident, a noto-
rious of the Sundarbans
was at about 12:30am on
the bank of river Bhadra under
w upazila of Khulna dis-

Farukh was accused in two

murder cases, two robbery
cases and three other cases
under arms act filed with Dakop

and Koira police stations.

On information, police went
to the spot as a group of pirates
were preparing for looting on
Bhadra ri Officer-in-
charge of Dakop Police Station
Ziauzzam said. Police fired 13
rounds as they came under
artack.

After the incident, Farukh
was found dead on the spot.

Two policemen constables
Biddut and Babul sustained
injuries in the incident. They are
undergoing treatment at Dakop
upazila health complex.

Police recovered a shutter
gun, a pimfun. four used shells
and two bullets from the spoL

Two separate cases, one for
assaulting police and another
under arms act, were filed with
Dakop Police Station yesterday.

Tree-grabbing
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managed (o flee.

Later, the agitating mob
also set fire to their vehicles
and informed the matter to
police.

ASI Alamgir Hossain said a
case has been filed against 14
people, including Sabuj,
anion unit Krishak League
president Dinesh Chandra
and Jubo e members--
Shyamol and Ali Imam--in
this connection.

Thengamara Mohila Sabuj
Sangha (TMSS), an NGO, also
filed a complaint against the
leaders and workers with the
police station.

They run
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children working at four rope
factories under the Buriganga
Bridge in Aganagar in
Keraniganj at daily wages
ranged between Tk 35 and Tk
100.

One of them is six-year-old
Mamun, who joins work in the
morning and runs at least for 12
hours throughout the day.

Like the other children,
Mamun starts his run as if he
were towinthetitleofa
sprint competition. But unlike
sprinters he has to cross the
same track again and again
throughout the day to hang jute
strings.

Mamun has to run on a track
of 10.16 metres, the distance
between two pillars, between
which jute strings are hung
repeatedly forproducingrope.

The litde children have to
run, oratleastwalk very fast, but
can'tstop inthe process.

Mamun's eight-year-old
brother Suman also work at the
same factory and both of them
earn Tk 100 per day.

"We both give our mother Tk
600 every week. Our family runs
on our income, while our
father's eamning is used to pay
back loans,” this is all Mamun
could say while running with a
jutestring on his back.

"My mother borrowed
money to ‘pay back the loans
taken by my father on different
occasions,” Suman mumbled
while explaining the reasons for
theirwork.

Rakibul, aged around eight,
said he hangs the strings only
for Tk 35 aday. He said they gota
new colleague Ismail who was
yetto know hiswage.

None of these children has a
fixed income as their daily
wages vary on performance and
none of them knows if they will
be working tomorrow. Yet these
poor kids continue to bear the
burden of their families.

"1 have a debt of Tk 50-60
thousand in my locality. I can-
not bear the expenses of my
seven-member family and had
to send my child to the factory,”
said Sirajul Islam, day labourer
and father of child labourer
Sohag.

"The guardians can't engage
their under-14 children in work.
They also can't strike any deal
with anyone for employing their
children in any work when they
are under 14," says Sultan
Uddin Alimad, assistant execu-
tive director of Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies,
quoting the Bangladesh Labour
Law, 2006.

As the twilight approaches,
the children look like working at
an oil mill, all exhausted and
wearinggreasy shine of sweat.

And as they slouch back
home, they all look strange as
the whitish jute particles stick to
all over their bodies.

Hill plunderers
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against the contractors
engaged in levelling hills.

He also asked the authori-
ties concerned to demolish
the structures made by cutting
hills, a UNB report said.

A huge portion ofa 200-feet
hill on around six acres of land
adjacent to Baitul Aman resi-
dential area at North Khulshi
has been levelled to make way
for housing in last one month,
sources said. A signboard at
the spot reads that amosqueis
under-construction. Locals
informed that over 50 workers
are involved in razing the hill
allegedly owned by Major
Solaiman.

Hasan Mahmud informed
the reporters the government
has decided to recruit around
450 officials to step up DOE
operations across the country
against hill cutting and envi-
ronmental pollution.

Besides, he said, the gov-
ernment will set up DOE
offices at districtlevel.

He also informed that
around 7.58 lakh acres of land
across the country would be
brought under social affores-

tation to ensure ecological
balance.

BSF kills
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at Shundra border outpost
(BOP) fired shots at around
4:30am yesterday when
Aminul and Ashraful reached
near the border, leaving them
dead on the spot.

BSF also took the bodies
into Indian territory.

Ashraful and Aminul were
returning home from near
Hamjapur of south Dinajpur
in India where they had gone
to see their relatives, said
victims' family sources,

BDR officials of Dinajpur-2
Battalion admitted the incident
and said they had lodged a
strong protest against the kill-
ings. They also sought coopera-
tion from their counterpart so
that a calm prevails on the
India-Bangladeshborder.

BDR also urged the BSF to
return the bodies.

A tension mounted on the
bordering areas following the
killings.

NEWS

Prisoners of ropes
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Sohag, who works at one of

these factories, to suffer respi-
ratory ailments twice or thrice
every month.

"Sohag suffers from inhal-
ing problems, fever, itching,
abdomen pain,s and skin
diseases routinely each
month,” says his day labourer
father Sirajul Islam. Whenever
his son's condition deterio-
rates, Siraj buys him some
cheap pills from the local
pharmacy. And that's all he
can afford.

Siraj realises that he should
have sent his kid to school, but
instead he engaged him in the
hazardous task as he is unable
to run his family alone.

Now at this tender age
Sohag also suffers from her-
nia, which intensifies so much
a few times every month that
he can't help cryinginunbear-
able pain.

Sohag and other children
risk all these health hazards
for wages ranging between
only Tk 35 and Tk 100 per day.
The wages are not fixed and
paid based on their daily
performance, satirising all the
national and international
laws regarding child labour
and human rights.

"Besides jute particles,
these children are also
exposed to micro-fibres that
might cause fibrosis in the
lungs. The fibres affect the
normal spongy and elastic
features of the lungs, gradually
making it stiff and non-
functional in performing its
main duty of exchanging
oxygen and carbon dioxide,”
says Asif Muztaba Mahmud,
associate professor, National
Institute of Diseases of the
Chestand Hospital.

"As the lungs lose elasticity,
its respiratory function will
naturally be retarded and the
person suffer from restrictive
diseases. Thus the children
might become respiratory
crippled and ultimately meet
early death from respiratory

failure,” Mahmud adds.

Medical experts also say
inhaling jute particles might
cause cough and lung prob-
lems like asthma and also
hamper normal physical
growth,

“The atmosphere is risky
for the children who are yet o
develop immunity. Many
other children might have
sensitivity to the particles and
might suffer from allergic
problems if they continue this
work," says Prof ARM Luthful
Kabir, director, Institute of
Child and Mother Health.

Explaining preference for
the children, Deen Islam, head
operator of a factory, said,
"Employing children ensures
more production than
employing adults as the height
of a child is more appropriate
for operating the wheel and
pulling thinnerstrings.”

“The work is tiresome as it
requires day-long running,
which adults do not feel com-
fortable with. Secondly,
employing children costs low
wage,” said Nahid, younger
brother of Igbal, who owns the
factory.

"Many of the child labour-
ers here are either orphan or
abandoned by their fathers,
while families of many others
are indebted. These children
are earning money for their
families,” Deen Islam added.

One of the factory owners
says his factory produces eight
to nine maunds of rope every
day. He adds he sells the pro-
duce at Tk 120 per maund in
the wholesale market in
Imamganj.

Interestingly, neither the
government nor the non-
government organisations
have any clear idea how many
rope factories exist in the
country.

According to the labour
laws, children under 14 can-
not be employed in any indus-
try that may cause harm to
their health.

BNP's JS boycott
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According to the constitution,

membership of a lawmaker falls

vacantifhe/sheremainsabsent

from House proceedings for 90
consecutive workdays without
leave.

BNP policymakers said they
may continue the boycott for an
indefinite period and, if neces-
sary, their lawmakers will join
parliament before completion
of the 90-day time limit for
being absent consecutively to
save theirmembership.

Opposition lawmakers in
previous parliaments also did
the same thing.

The BNP promised in its
electoral manifesto that if voted
to power, Jatiya Sangsad will be
made the focal point of all
political activities and that steps
would be taken to create an
environment of consensus to
bring an end to the culture of
boycotting parhament.

Jamaat's manifesto prom-
ised to amend the rules of pro-
cedure of parliament and the
constitution, if needed, so that
partisan or independent law-
makers cannot make the House
ineffective by remaining absent

The four-party alliance
failed to return to power in the
ninth parliamentary election
but got around 38 percent of the
total votes cast. And now,
instead of following their own
electoral promises they keep
boycotting the House putting

the blame on the ruling party.
Both BNP and Jamaat blame
the ruling Awami League for

Keeping thef 'oltside oTparia:

ment, saying the government
does not want opposition
lawmakers inthe House.

Salauddin Quader yesterday
said his party is not much inter-
ested in returning to parliament
"to legitimise an illegal election
by participating in the House
proceedings’.

Asked how they will face
their membership's falling
vacant automatically after
expiry of the 90-day constitu-
tional time limit for being
absent from the House, he said
they will go to parliament and
sign the register before its expiry
tosave theirmembership.

Contacted by The Daily Star
yesterday, Jamaat's Senior
Assistant Secretary General
Mohammad Kamaruzzaman
said his party is yet to take "any
extreme decision” regarding
continuing the boycott.

On Thursday, Prime
Minister and Leader of the
House Sheikh Hasina urged
Opposition Leader and BNP
chief Khaleda Zia to return to
parliament.

In response to the call, BNP
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain said on Friday
that the atmosphere in parlia-
ment is "not conducive” to
joining the House.

Tuku plays down
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“There is no word called
crossfire listed in the law
enforcer's duties. Law enforcers
have the right to save their lives
if the criminals attack them,"
Tuku said.

The three-and-half-hour
meeting was held at the confer-
ence room of Pabna Deputy
Commissioner's office.

“If they (outlaw activists)
submit any proposal (to syrren-
der) to the government, author-
ities concerned will think of it
(consideration). But they have
to change themselves,” the state
minister said replying to a
query.

Official sources said the
police superintendents of
Pabna, Rajshahi, Natore,
Sirajganj, Kushtia, JThenaidaha,
Meherpur, Chuadanga,
Manikganj and Rajbari partici-
pated in the meeting.

Additional Director General
of Rab Col Mizanur Rahman,
DIG of Police Khulna range
Hemayet Uddin, Additional
DIG of Rajshahi region Obaidur
Rahman alongwith other police
and Rab high officials attended
the meeting.

Police officials briefed the
state minister on outlaw sce-
nario as well as overall law and
order situation in their districts
and asked for logistic supports
tofight the law-breakers.

“Pabna is one of the most

outlaw infested districts of this
region. We need strong watch
on outlaws and also the mili-
tants. But I do not have enough
manpower,” Nibas Chandra
Majhi, SP of Pabna, told The
Daily Star adding, "I request the
minister to provide me with
logistic support.”

SP of Kushtia Md
Shahabuddin said, “Each of the
southern region police camps is
comprised of only 15 police-
men. We request the state min-
ister to increase the manpower
ineverypolice camp.”

Earlier on August 20,
Inspector General of Police Nur
Mohammad and Director
General of Rab Hassan
Mahmood Khandaker wvisited
Kushtia and directed the law
enforcerstolaunchajointdrive.

Since then atleast 16 extrem-
ists have been killed in 'shoot-
outs' between the law enforcers
and outlawed party men.

‘A combing operation will
be launched to cut down the
strength of the outlaws and
force their armed members to
give in," said a senior official of
the home ministry.

The home ministry is work-
ing as to whether the outlawed

arty activists, if surrendered,
could be brought under general
mercy like that of 1999 when
2,700 members of different
outlawed parties surrendered
with 2,100 firearms.

Tiger dies
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The number of dead animals

reaches 21 in one year show-
ing poor health management
atthezoo.

Acting Curator of the Zoo
Bibekananda Chowdhury said
Garjan was born and brought
up in the zoo and recently had
been suffering from old age
complications,

"Generally a tiger survives
for 15 years in a cage, but
Garjan lasted more than 19
years," he said, adding, "We
are properly taking care of the
tigers.”

Now the Dhaka zoo has 10
more Bengal Tigers, one of
which is more than 17 years
old.

Sources in the zoo said the
authorities formed a medical
board for Garjan's treatment
and the board members exam-
ined the tiger Thursday.

The zoo officials said
Garjan died around 4:30am
yesterday and it was buried
inside the zoo premises fol-
lowing an autopsy.

The lone Rhinoceros is also
very sick and it is suffering
from Pymetra disease for the
last one and half years, said the
zoo sources. Besides, ahorse, a
samber (Neelgai) and a kudu
(a deer-like mammal) are also
ill. The zoo officer has applied
to higher authorities to
arrange proper treatment for
the animals.

Following the death of the
giraffe, the curator and deputy
curator of the zoo had been
suspended and a probe com-
miitee was formed to investi-
gate the death. The probe
committee is expected to
submit the report by today.

Earlier in the first week of
May, a samber died while a
baboon, a wildebeest and the
last member of Malayan tapir
died in March. One Bengal
Tiger, two fresh water croco-
diles, a zebra and a stork died
in February.

The Dhaka zoo is located
on 186 acres of land in Mirpur
housing around 2,160 animals
of 157 species. Of them 57
species are mammals, includ-
ing elephant, Royal Bengal
tiger, lion, cheetah, rhinoc-
eros, zebra, monkey, chim-
panzee, and hippo. There are
61 species of birds, 11 species
of reptiles, including snakes

" and crocodiles, and 28 species

offBly=='= Nary m
The zoo attracts around
10,000 visitors a day.

Loan shark's
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After sunset, four male persons
came to their house. Of them, it
was only 'Lokman Nana' she
could recognise as he used to
visit their house to recover
loan. The three others included
theimam ofa nearby mosque.

They took her signature on
the blue-coloured marriage
register book--"Nikah
Register'--and then hermother
pronounced Lokman and
Akhinur as husband and wife.

Akhinur's father Azhar
Bepari told The Daily Star that
his six-member family includ-
ing two sons and two daugh-
ters was badly affected by
cyclone Aila. He then took Tk
4,000 as loan from Lokman but
could not pay its monthly
interest.

Recently, Lokman forced
him to clear the loan immedi-
ately with interest or marry
Akhinur off to him in lieu of the
loan. Azhar gave in to this cruel
exchange offered by Lokman,
as his financial condition did
not permit him to repay the
loan.

Lokman has his first wife
with two sons and two daugh-
ters and a host of grandchil-
dren. He had the shameless-
ness of justifying his act as he
claimed that he married
Akhinur to free her poor father
both from the debt and the
burden of bringing up a daugh-
ter. He kept silent when asked
about the legality of marrying a
minor. .

Lokman's first wife Ayesha
demanded punishment of her
husband, saying that he mar-
ried a minor girl without her
approval.

However, Kazi Abdur
Razzak, local marriage regis-
trar, denied his involvement in
registering the marriage.

Char Kale Khan Union
Parishad (UP) Chairman
Nazrul Islam, chief of Child
Marriage Prevention
Committee in the union, told
The Daily Star that after getting
information he sent local
Chowkidar to nab Lokman and
rescue the girl. But they were
not found at their addresses on
Thursday, he said.

Amiruzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Muladi police station,
said they also had sent a police
team to arrest Lokman and
rescue the girl, but the team
could not trace them.

Muladi Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Badrul Huq said
that they have asked the local
UP chairman to investigate the
incident, Legal action will be
taken against the persons
responsible for the incident,
the UNO said.
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US offers
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affirmative steps towards
denuclearisation,” he said.

Crowley denied the move
amounted to a significant
policy change, but suggested it
amounted to a tactical shift
when he called it a "short-
term” measure to bring the
reclusive Stalinist state back to
talks.

He said it is too early to say
when and where envoys such
as Stephen Bosworth, the
pointman for North Korea in
President Barack Obama’s
administration, and his deputy
Sung Kim would meet their
North Korean counterparts.

"Given the consultations
that we have, given the invita-
tion that was extended (from
North Korea for direct talks),
we'll make some decisions, you
know, in the next couple of
weeks," Crowley said.

He was referring to consul-
tations that Bosworth had with
his counterparts from China,
South Korea and Japan during
a tour of Asia in the last week.
Kim stayed on in Asia to con-

sult with his Russian counter-

part.

Bosworth gave no hint of a
change in plan when he spoke
inTokyo onTuesday.

On August 25, State
Department spokesman lan
Kelly said the United States
would sit down with the North
Koreans only if they agreed to
return to six-party disarma-
ment talks.

North Korea quit the six-
way talks grouping in April in
protest at UN censure of a
rocket launch. The UN Security
Council then tightened sanc-
tions on North Korea after it
staged an underground
nuclearweapons test in May.

The United States has long
said that any bilateral talks
would come only within the
framework of six-party talks,
which also include China,
Japan, Russia and South Korea.

The six-party consultations
came after North Korea began
to soften its posture recently
and sought bilateral talks with
Washington, while attempting
to scrap the six-way talks
aimed at ending its nuclear
ambitions.

But Pyongyang said last
week it had reached the final

_stages of enrichipg uraniurp

and was also building more

" L
PM's iftar
FROM PAGE 1
Ruhul Amin, Foreign Minister
Dr Dipu Moni, Law Minister
barrister Shafique Ahmed,
PM's advisers and high offi-
cials of the Prime Minister's
Office were present among
others

US Ambassador James F
Moriarty and British High
Commissioner Stephen Evans
were also present on the occa-
sion.

Before the iftar, a munajat
was offered seeking divine
blessings for the people of
Bangladesh as well as for the
world humanity.

Eternal peace of the
departed soul of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, four
national leaders and those
martyred during the 1971
Liberation War was also
prayed for.

plutonium-based atomic
weapons,

A senior State Department
official told reporters on the
condition of anonymity that "it
will probably be Ambassador
Bosworth” who meets with the
North Koreans.

“1 wouldn't say it's immi-
nent, probably not before
UNGA," the official added.

He was referring to the UN
General Assembly (UNGA)
meeting in New York at the end
of September in New York.
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and Obama are
expected to discuss North
Korea there with their interna-
tional partners.

RMG unit
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But they refrained from putt-
ing up barricade on the
Airport road after police offi-
cials assured them of holding a
meeting with the leaders of
Bangladesh Gaerment
Manufactures and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) in this
regard. |

Police officials and worker
leaders held a meeting with
BGMEA leaders and decided
that the machinery of the
factory will be sold out in
presence of BGMEA leaders to
pay salary of the workers if the
factory owner does not pay
their one-month arrears
before noon today, police said.

Locals said around 300
workers gathered in front of
the garment and started stag-
ing demonstration at about
12:00 noon. They continued
the demonstration until yes-
terday evening as owner Tarun
Shethe, an Indian national,
laid off the garment factory on
August 28 without paying
salaries,

After closing the factory,
the owner remained traceless,
police said. And it causes
resentment among the work-
ers.

Sub-inspector Mohammad
Jahangir of Gulshan police
station said owner larun
Shethe contacted BGMEA
leaders over cell phone while
the meeting was going on
yesterday and promised to
send money for paying the
salaries today.

Appeal for calm
after Uganda

riots claim
11 lives

AFP, Kampala

Security forces patrolled the
streets of Kampala on Saturday
as the traditional Buganda
kingdom at the centre of two
days of deadly riots sought to
calm the situation.

At least 11 people were
killed in the violent protests
that erupted on Thursday and
Friday in the Ugandan capital,
the chief of its main National
Referral Hospital told AFP.

Five died on Thursday,
and six on Friday, when
police clashed with support-
ers of Ronald Muwenda
Mutebi, the kabaka or tradi-
tional ruler of the Baganda
tribe, said acting hospital
director Iga Matovu.

50 killed

FROM PAGE 16

of a New York Times reporter
and his Afghan colleague this
month, officials said. British
commandos freed the Western
reporter last week but the
Afghan and a commando died
in the operation.

The abductions followed a
Nato airstrike on two stolen fuel
tankers that appeared to have
killed some civilians, officials
said. Officials estimated about
70peoplediedin thestrike.

In Kabul province, an
American service member and
an Afghan police officer in
Kabul got into an argument
because the American was
drinking water in front of the
Afghan police who are not
eating or drinking during the
day because of the Muslim
fasting month of Ramadan, said
the district chief, Abdul Bagqi
Zemari.

After the argument, the
police officer shot the American
and seriously wounded him,
while other American troops
responded and seriously
wounded the police oflicer,
Zemarisaid.

Lt Robert Carr, a US military
spokesman, confirmed an
ingident between Afghan police
officers and a US police
mentoring team. He could not
give any updates’ on the condi-
tions ofthe twomen.

Authorities also reported
Saturday a string of deadly
militant attacks in the south and
cast.

In Kandahar, two suicide
bombers on a motorbike tried
to attack an office of the coun-
try's intelligence agency
Saturday. Officers and the

bombers traded gunfire. One
bomber blew himself up and
killed an intelligence officer,
while the other bomber's explo-
sives went off but didn't kill
anyone, said Kandahar deputy
provincial Fazel Hamid
Sherzad.

In neighboring Uruzgan
province, 14 civilians were killed
Friday when their vehicle hit a
roadside bomb in Churra dis-
trict, the Interior Ministry said.

Also in Kandahar, another
six civilians were killed by an
improvised explosive device
Friday in Maiwand district, said
district police chief Bashir
Hamad.

Roadside bombs planted by
militants are usually aimed at
Nato or Afghan troops, but
hundreds of civilians have been
killed by them.

A Taliban ambush, mean-
while, killed six private security
guards working for a construc-
tion company in the eastern
province of Kunar on Saturday,
said Gen. Khalilullah Ziayi, the
provincial police chief. Ten
guards were wounded, he said.

Also in the east, a suspected
militant rocket attack killed
three civilians in Sabari district
of Khost, said Wazir Pacha,
spokesman for the provincial
policechief.

Four police were killed in
Nangarhar late Friday when
militants attacked a border
police checkpoint, said Ahmad
Zia Abdulzai, spokesman for the
gOVernor.

In eastern Paktika province,
a suicide bomber detonated his
explosives in Bermel district.
Only the bomber died, the
Interior Ministry said.




