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Iran ready to negotiate |

nuclear proposals: FM

AFP[ ?bh ran

deeply and analytically.”

Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki
renewed yesterday Iran's readiness for
negotiations over its nuclear proposals
but made no direct response to calls from
the major powers for urgent talks,

"By giving this package, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has shown its determina-
tion to enter into negotiation on the main
Morttaki told

topics in the package,”
reporters in Tehran.

"I think that if one takes into account
separate statements made by these pow-
ers, they acknowledge that our package
has major topics for holding constructive

negotiations,” hesaid.

“This can be the basis of negotia-
tions... we hope that they (the six world
powers) address our package seriously,

over its
Wednesday.

[ran handed over its new propos-
als for allaying Western
nuclear

A US non-profit investigative journal-
ism group, Pro Publica, said Thursday it
obtained a copy of proposals in which
Tehran said it was prepared to hold "com-
prehensive, all-encompassing and con-
structive negotiations.

The talks would address nuclear disar-
mament as well as a global framework for
the use of "clean nuclear energy,” accord-
ing to the document published on Pro
Publica's website, but it did not address
[ran’s own nuclear programme,

Washington has already expressed
disappointment with the package. "It is
not really responsive to our greatest

concerns
programime on

concern,” assistant secretary of state for
public affairs, Philip Crowley, told report-
erson Thursday.

But Moscow has been more upbeat.

“There is something to dig into,” Foreign

nity."

Minister Sergei Lavrov said.
The six powers
France and Germany as well as Russia and
the United States -- have since called for
urgent talks with [ran on the proposals.
"We will seek an early meeting, and we
will seek to test Iran's willingness to
engage,” Crowley said inWashington,
European Union foreign policy chief
Javier Solana, who regularly represents
the powers in talks with Tehran, said he
was In contact with Iran's top nuclear
negotiator Saeed Jaliliin a bid to arrange a
meeting at the "earliest possible opportu-

-= Britain, China,

PHOTO: AFP

Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki shakes hands with his Turkish counterpart Ahmet

Davutoglu (L) during a meeting in Tehran yesterday. Davutoglu is on an official visit to Iran as part of a
regionaltour.

Venezuela to
buy missile
from Russia

AFP, Caracas

Amid rising tensions with
neighbouring Colombia,
Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez announced late Friday
that his country would soon
take delivery of Russian-made
missiles with a range of 300km.

"We have signed some
agreements with Russia. Soon
we will begin receiving some
missiles,” Chavez said during a
meeting with supporters in
frontof the presidential palace.

He underscored the reli-
ability of the Russian weap-
onry, but stressed that his
country had "no plans to
attackanybody.”

But the announcement came
amid rising tension between
Caracas and Bogota over
Colombia's decision to allow the
United States access to several
military bases on its territory.

L

PHOTO: AFP
Members of an anti-Muslim protest group taunt Muslim protesters after being contained by the police in

Harrow, north London on Friday. Riot police intervened to quell clashes between Muslims and anti-
Islamic extremists protesting outside a London mosque on the anniversary of the September 11 attacks.

Riot police
quell clashes
at9/11 demo
in London

AFP, London

Riot police arrested 10 people
Friday as they intervened to
quell clashes between
Muslims and anti-Islamic
protesters outside a London
mosque on the anniversary of
the September 11 attacks.

About 1,000 mostly Muslim
protesters, many with masks
over their faces, were involved
in running scuffles around the
mosque in Harrow, northwest
London, following a demon-
stration by a small anti-
[slamic group.

"Items including bricks
and bottles have been thrown
at officers,” said a spokesman
for London's Metropolitan
Police amid a tense stand-off
as the sun set over Harrow
Central Mosque.

Karzai takes clear lead
In Afghan election

AFP, Kabul

Incumbent President Hamid
Karzai held a firm lead in
controversial Afghan elec-
tions, taking 54.3 percent of
the vote, according to partial
results announced yesterday:.

Figures released by
Afghanistan's Independent
Electoral Commission (IEC)
put Karzai's nearest rival,
Abdullah Abdullah, well
behind in the count so far with
28.1 percent.

The IEC announced results
from 95 percent of the polling
stations in the August 20
elections, which have been
overshadowed by allegations
of widespread fraud and
threats of violence by Taliban
militants.

015,800,000 valid votes, Karzai
had 3,009,559 against Abdullah's
1,558,591, the [IECannounced ata
media conference.

The margin between the
two rivals is barely changed
since the last results were
announced aweek ago.

The drawn out count has
allowed allegations of vote-
rigging to overtake the elec-
tion process, with Abdullah
accusing Karzai of state-
engineered fraud in order to

take another five-year term at_

the helm.

The Election Complaints
Commission (ECC) has said it
found "clear and convincing
evidence" of fraud, and gave
the IEC parameters within
which to detect irregularities.

IEC spokesman Daud Ali

Najafi said that 2.15 percent of
the vote counted so far had
been quarantined and
excluded from the latest
results on the orders of the
ECC, with votes from 600
polling stations affected.

The final result cannot be
extrapolated from the latest
figures as hundreds of thou-
sands of votes could be
excluded from the final count,
election officials have told AFP

“A list has been sent to the
ECC for further investiga-
tions,” Najafi said, without
providing a timeframe.

Asked when the full 100
percent of the vote would be
released, he said: "Tomorrow
we will sit down with the ECC
and see when we can
announce the final results.”

Hartal culture must go

FROM PAGE 1

AB Tajul Islam said the reason
behind this hartal should be
investigated. He continued that
the deal of three offshore blocks
with the foreign companies was
signed just as it has been done
with any deals during the last 20
years.

Tajulalso said the provision in
the deal for exporting gas is pro-
country. According to it,
Bangladesh will get the gas first.

BNP leader Jafrul Islam
Chowdhury said just as the
countrymen BNP does not want
hartals, but it had supported the

move to protest the way the

police treated Prof Anu

Muhammad on street.
Supreme . Coust lawyer

Belavet Hossain said hartals do

not bring any good for the coun-
try. We need to restrain ourselves
from such practice.

Actress Tropa Mazumder
said movements should be
carried outavoiding the trends of
calling hartals.

On prime minister's urge to
the opposition leader to join the
House Jafrul Islam said the
people of the country elected
them to be at the parliament. But

they are not there, as the seat
dispute has not been solved and
the cases against Khaleda Zia not
withdrawn, headded.

Tajul said, BNP had been
provided with the number of
seats itdeserved. The opposition
could discuss on any issue in the
parliament.

Belayet said it is the opposi-
tion's constitutional duty to
make the parliamenteffective.

The dialogue organised on
the contemporary issues of the
country was held at the
Bangabandhu International
Convention Centre.
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Vacancy Announcement

Promotion of Development and Confidence
Building in the Chittagong Hill Tracts

1. Admin Associate - 01 position

"Women are strongly encouraged to apply"

Most parties laud talks outcomes

FROM PAGE 1

connectivity with Nepal
and Bhutan, provide at
least. LOOMW power on a
priority basis and increase
trade and communications
facilities.

Bangladesh, on the other
hand, talked about allowing
India to use the Chittagong
port and designating
Ashuganj as a new port of call
under the Inland Water
Tsransit and Trade
Agreement.

The two sides also agreed
to resolve the matters regard-
ing Dahagram and Angarpota
enclaves and Tin Bigha corri-
dor. Besides, they recognised
the need to finalise an agree-
ment on sharing the water of
river Teesta.

BNP-JAMAAT

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
said Dipu Moni is misleading
the nation by spreading
falsehood that Bangladesh
will get access to Nepal and
Bhutan if transit is given to
India.

“She is saying all this to
conceal the facts. Instead of
shielding national interests,
she is working to serve the
interests of others,” Delwar
told reporters at BNP head-
quarters at the city's Naya
Paltan.

"Nothing can deter us
from waging a movement to
protect the interests of the
country,” he cautioned the
government.

Jamaat's Assistant
Secretary General
Muhammad Kamaruzzaman
said Bangladesh has gained
nothing positive from the
talks.

He said the foreign minis-
ter had failed to get her coun-
terpart to discuss more press-
ing issues like India's pro-
posed construction of

DIP

Bangladesh

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces vacancies for the following
positions for "Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility" under "Service Contract" modality.
The duration of the contract is one year initially and subject to renewal on an annual basis upon
satisfactory performance.

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Hard copies of the TOR's can be collected from UNDP-CHTDF

Offices of Dhaka, Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban. Applications should be submitted no
later than 26 September, 2009.

"Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Submitted documents will not be returned to the applicants”

Tipaimukh dam, maritime
boundaries and death of
Bangladeshis in BSF firing.

OTHERS

Prof Sirajul Islam Chowdhury
said, “I'd say the outcomes in
general seem nice for us.
Bangladesh will benefit if the
two countries sign agree-
ments on the issues they
have agreed on.”

On the prospect of allow-
ing India to use Chittagong
port and designating
Ashuganjas a port of call, the
noted academic said, “Idon't
see any problem if India is
allowed to carry machines or
equipment from Ashuganj.”

He observed that
Bangladesh will also benefit
from transit to Nepal and
Bhutan. '

Prof Chowdhury however
expressed concern over the
Tipaimukh issue.

“Confusion reigns though
they [India] have said they
won't do anything harmful
tous,"” he added.

He said agreement-
signing is not enough as
implementation is what
matters most.

Akbar Ali Khan, former
adviser to caretaker govern-

ment, said Bangladesh will
gain politically and econom-
ically once the two couritries
finalise agreements ‘on the
issues discussed.

He noted that Indian top
echelons had said many
good things in the past, but
their promises did not
materialise for bureaucratic
tangles at lower levels of
their administration.

Akbar Ali said he believes
things will get much clearer
once the treaties are con-
cluded.

Imtiaz Ahmed, professor
of international relations at
Dhaka University, said
there's no doubt the talks
have produced some good
results for Bangladesh.

“One thing is clear that
India has taken a 'give-and-
take' approach to its rela-
tions with our country.”

He said the two sides may
be seeking to touch the long-
standing bigger issues after
building trust through
resolving the smaller ones.

Jatiya Party lawmaker
Anisul Islam Mahmud said
the government and the
foreign minister deserve
kudos for the breakthroughs
in the talks.

Bangladesh Workers Party
President Rashed Khan
Menon praised the outcomes
of the foreign minister-level
meeting.

He said the connectivity
with Nepal and Bhutan will
certainly contribute to the
country's economic prog-
ress.

“But I don't understand
why our foreign ministry did
not raise the Tipaimukh dam
issue,” Menon, also a law-
maker, added.

About the decisions to re-
open the Sabroom-Ramgarh
trade point and a land route
along Demagiri-Thegamukh
through Mizoram border, he
said these bode well for
economy.

Mujahidul Islam Selim,
general secretary of
Communist Party of
Bangladesh, welcomed the
progress in the latest round
of negotiations and said
these are positive signs.

He however expressed
disappointment at no dis-
cussion on Tipaimukh dam.
“Newspaper reports say our
foreign minister did not
talk about the proposed
dam. Itis frustrating for us,”
he added.

ry lands
safely in US

AFP, Houston

The Discovery astronauts
found sunny skies in
California on Friday as they
descended to a weather-
delayed landing at Edwards
Air Force Base to end a
demanding two-week mis-
sion to the International
Space Station.

Earlier in the day, thun-
derstorms twice prevented
the seven astronauts from
landing "at Nasa's Kennedy
Space Centre, a replay of the
foul conditions on Thursday
that kept the shuttle orbiting
for an extra day.

3 killed in Baghdad
car bomb attack

AFP, Baghdad

A massive car bomb
exploded close to a major
army base and the Iraqi
health ministry in Baghdad
killing at least three people
and wounding dozens on
Saturday, security and health
officials told AFP.

12.35 pm (0935 GMT) next to
the former site of the coun-
try s defence ministry, which
is now used by the Iragi army;,
an interior ministry official
said, giving the death toll.

An official at Medical City
Hospitalin the capital said 35
people were being treated for
injuries.

Stormkills11in
Philippines
AFP, Manila

Flooding and landslides
triggered by a tropical storm
killed 11 people and displaced
over 360,000 in five provinces
in the Philippines, the govern-
ment said yesterday.

The storm lashed the
main island of Luzon for
three days, dumping heavy
rain before exiting Friday, the
Office of Civil Defence said.

It added that the people
died from drowning or were
buried under landslides. Three
otherswere reported missing,
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The bomb exploded' at'

Designation:

Qualification:

also apply.
Responsibilities:

Accommodation:

amenities.
Packaée:

address:

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Finlay Tea has vacancy for a Medical Coordinator in
require the incumbent to stay in the tea garden in Srimangal.

Attractive salary with fringe benefits.

Finlay House, House # 3; Road # 94, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

its tea estates. The position will

Medical Coordinator/ Chief Medical Officer (depending on experience).

Minimum MBBS from a reputed Medical College with 12-15 years experience.
Ex-Army medical officers and retired persons with adequate qualification may

¢ Management and delivery of medical services to the staff and labour of the tea
estates of the company.

e Liaison with the Estate Medical Officers in each tea estate to ensure delivery of
medical service at the estate level.

e Maintenance and development of medical facilities in the Central Hospital and in
the estate hospitals/dispensaries. |

This is a senior management position responsible for overall medical service in the tea
estates, and reporting to the Chief Operating Officer of the tea estates.

The Company will provide independent Bungalow, transport and other

Interested candidates are requested to apply by October 5, 2009 at the following




