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. decines | IIMProve water services
& fomla].lues on Sﬁly \ UNICEF repor 4 METRO DESK grassroots-level water management committee
b I . METRO DESK posts in the water management cooperative asso-

0 Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the govern- {:iaﬂf;lnstub{rrescrvﬂd fuméumen.

The rate of deaths of children | mentof Bangladesh signed an agreement for a $55 T'he project would build on the lessons learned
STAFF CORRESPONDENT under five years ol age contin- million soft loan yesterday to improve small-scale  from two other successful ADB assisted-projects
The d ued to decline in 2008, said a | water services which would help cut rural poverty  in the country's small-scale (less than 1,000 hect-
,wmw;‘%qn ers C?im' UNICEF report released yester- and addresstheclimate change impacts. ares) water resources sector.
% aliqmnn;sﬂl immigration d& Thedealwould also help improve production of ADB's 32-year loan -- with an eight-year grace
rmalities of the passenger§ Y. | X : food crops as well as increase access to water, says a penud carrying a one percent interest charge and
traveling in the Moitree Express The data shows a 28 per cent A B Sfcent for the balarceof thet e o
ed between Dhaka and decline in the under-five mor- | Pre> reiease. . L Sl et s 1opercer €DAlANCE 01 ME1eHm -~ Maxes up
+:1nl-"¢l‘att“l #: s : : Aaatte B Economic Relations Division (ERD) Secretary JI,J_ percent of the total project cost of $107.3
I&’hm A bwl d cezan tality rate, from 90 deaths per | ¢ ng charaf Hossain Bhuiyan and ADB Country  million.
plm‘.'lDuut lack of quality man- 1000 live births in 1990, 1o 65 | pirector Paul ) Heytens signed the agreement on International Fund for Agricultural
er?t. gm:numbirufw = deaths per 1000 live births in | hehalf of the government and ADB respectivelyat  Development would extend a $22 million loan,
asmm i Aofvet Et;:-ss 2008, | ERD officeat Sher-e-Bangla Nagarin the city. administered by ADB, while the government of
ﬁﬁqﬂ}y came down in the According to these esti- The assistance from ADB's concessional Asian  Bangladesh and project beneficiaries would
recent times,” Communications - | botmanns 2 | s (¢ f mates, the absolute numberof | Development Fund would be used to finance 230 make contributions equivalentto $30.3 million.
Minister Syed Abul Hossain told | e 7.5 ' AR\ child deaths in 2008 declined | sub-projectsacross the countryinthe areasofflood 1L iijl[ ) and cooperatives ministry would be the
reporters after a meeting at the | - ll U ih \ o to an estimated 8.8 million | management, drainage, water conservation and executing agency for the project which is due for
nﬁpr‘?isuj'}ﬁterda}' - 2 -y | - A from 12.5 million in 1990, the | irrigation. completionin December2017.

According to ministry | base line year for the Funds would also go to strengthen the capabili- Around 80 percent of Bangladeshis live in rural
sources, the number of passen- Millennium Development | ties of central and local government agencies areas where poverty levels reach over 50 percent
gers on the day when the train Goals (MDGs), says a press | overseeing the sector, and to develop water man- and where over two-thirds of the population is
service started in April last year release. agement cooperative associations - grassroots landless. | _
was 300, but last week it came “Compared to 1990, 10,000 organisations responsible for day-to-day opera- With its flat topography and location at the
downto24. et AR o b chult 5 sl tions of small-scale water services. confluence of three major rivers, the country is

Stating that passengers’ dav” said UNICEF }“ExE liw The project would help boostincome opportu-  highly prone to severe flooding during heavy
hassles could be brought down ay,” sal k 3 CCUBVE | nities for food production, strengthen household monsoon rains, cyclones, tidal surges and the
provided that the customs and D i nr? M eneman. §- fo6d security, improve access to water for the poor predictedimpactsofclimate change.
immigration procedures are .‘.””‘“‘-‘ Lt by !b b_E"_lg.?:adE' and reduce therisk offlooding. ~ These physical pressures on the country's

board, the minis- itis unacceptable that each year About 1.7 million peuple are expected to limited land base have been aggravated by weak
completed on - g : p e -
$ ter sald, “As the issue requires 8.8 million children die before | directly benefit from the project, and specialatten- management of water facilities, poor mainte-
engagement of two countries, it !hi‘lfﬁfﬂ‘lblﬂhdi{}’- tion would be given to the needs of vulnerable nance, limited community participation and
should be decided after a discus- :lhef n{,;]w csmna{l;;:rs are lhtli'r groups, including women, with 30 percent of all weakservice delivery.
sionwith India.” result of collection and analysis o

“We would request India to arange of data sources by demog-
improve their services in the raphers and health experts from
express train once we take ade- UNICEE the World Health
quate measures on our part, Organisation, theWorld Bank and
Abul Hossain said. _ the United Nations Population
aIsHe said dth," mmmen[L & Division, guided by technical
sergic;:miln ;Lm.g 5“:; d::r ﬁ;gr advisers from a number of major
for tha ngedﬂmlg . academicinstitutions.
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gers to avoid passengers' harass-
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M D towards the Prime Minister's Office from Muktangan in the city yesterday, causing a massive traffic Witnesses said the fire
s : : occurred on the roof of a three-
congestion. The committee took out the procession in protest against the government decision to
. : s g storey rented storehouse at
F:"i-;f people were killed and four | lease out three offshore gas blocks to multinational companies. = ug d11:40am
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spot when a speeding news level experiments are com- 11, Dr Salam said adding the : b
Po & 4R : ol damaging a portion of the
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The dead were identified as | variety was started with joint Management Minister Dr 18 days after inundation of | Vurul Hoque said a three-
Abdur Rahman, 40, and Saiful | initiative of the BRRI and the Abdur Razzaque inaugurated water, said Dr Salam adding member probe body was
Islam, 30, an employee of | IRRI in 2005-06 in order to a greenhouse, orchid net but it depends on quality of | formed to find out the cause of
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